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Morning Worship 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Rally Sunday 
 

September 8, 2019                                                                            10:00 AM  
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

TOWER CHIMES               Jessica Price 
 

CANDLE LIGHTER                   Allie Columbus 
 

MEDITATION   “Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward 
 of this faith is to see what you believe.”    Saint Augustine 

 

PRELUDE  Verbum Supernum Prodiens             G. Oldroyd 

  from Three Liturgical Improvisations                      (1886-1951) 
 

Pour light upon us from above 
And fire our hearts with Thy strong love 

 

Praise to the Father, and the Son 
Through All the Ages as they run; 
And to the Holy Paraclete 
Be praise with them and worship meet  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP           (Based on Psalm 1) 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Come, let us delight in the law of the Lord. 
People: Our joy is found in the love of God and neighbor. 
Leader: Come, let us be nourished by the Living Water. 
All: Together, we will worship the One who enables us to thrive. 

 

*HYMN #391  Be Thou My Vision                    SLANE 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION+ 
Leader: Hear the word of God: “Today I have given you the choice between 

life and death, between blessings and curses…Oh, that you would 
choose life, that you and your descendants might live!”  
(Deuteronomy 30:19) 

People: Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have tried 
to hide from you, for we have done wrong. We have lived for 
ourselves and apart from you. We have turned from our neighbors 
and refused to bear the burdens of others. We have ignored the pain 
of the world and passed by the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed. 
In your great mercy, forgive our sins. 

 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader: The Gospel frees us from selfishness and empowers us to choose 

God’s will and his commandments. I declare to you in the name of 
Christ your sins are forgiven. 

People: Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 

*PRAISE   THE CONGREGATION SINGS:           LOBE DEN HERREN 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation  
    O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation 
    All ye who hear, Now to his temple draw near; 
    Join me in glad adoration! 
 

GREETINGS 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

SERVICE OF COVENANTING 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS            Jeremiah 18:1-11  
The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: “Come, go down to the potter’s 
house, and there I will let you hear my words.” So I went down to the potter’s house, 
and there he was working at his wheel. The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled 
in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to 
him. Then the word of the LORD came to me: Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, 
just as this potter has done? says the LORD. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so 
are you in my hand, O house of Israel. At one moment I may declare concerning a 
nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, but if that 
nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind 
about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. And at another moment I may declare 
concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, but if it does evil in my 
sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had 
intended to do to it. 
Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus 
says the LORD: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising a plan 
against you. Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and your 
doings. 
 

   Luke 14:25-33 
Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, “Whoever 
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 
sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the 
cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a 
tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough 
to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all 
who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not 



able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit 
down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who 
comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still 
far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none 
of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions. 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

GOSPEL RESPONSE  Thanks Be to Thee                  T. Tallis 
           CHANCEL CHOIR                   (1505 – 1585) 
 

ANTHEM   Lead Me, Lord            S. S. Wesley 

                         (1810 – 1876) 
 

SERMON   “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” 
  Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong 

 

*HYMN #411  Lord God of Hosts, Whose Purpose                WELWYN 
 

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
RESPONSIVE LITANY              (inspired by Psalm 139) 

Leader: God, you search me and know me. Before I sit, you know when I will 
rise. 

People: God, you search me and know me. Before I speak, you know what I 
will say. 

Leader: God, you search me and know me, in my joy and despair, in my 
breathing in and breathing out. 

People: God, you search me and know me. Your knowledge is too deep to 
reach, too vast to comprehend. 

All:  God, you search me and know me. 
Search me, O God, and know my heart. 

            

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE  Thy Word is a Lamp Unto My Feet             H. Porter 
               (1897 – 1960) 
 



OFFERTORY  With a Voice of Singing          M. Shaw 

   (1875 – 1958) 
 

*THE DOXOLOGY #515  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
O Lord, our Rock and Redeemer, the cost of discipleship seems just and 
reasonable as we bow our heads in prayer. Yet, when we think about the 
economic pressures in our lives – the mortgage, car payments, school supplies, 
health care, college tuition, and credit card debt – giving money is a challenge.  
Strengthen the connection between your call to discipleship and our giving 
habits.  We strive to grow in generosity so that our giving is a reflection of our 
desire to be in a covenant relationship with you.  In your holy name, we pray.  
Amen. 
 

*HYMN #177  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross             HAMBURG 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

BENDICTUS  Sevenfold Amen             J. Stainer 

                                    (1840 – 1901) 
 

 

POSTLUDE  Prelude and Fugue in C Major, BWV 553     J. S. Bach 

                                     (1685 - 1750) 
   

We kindly ask those who are able to remain seated to listen to the Postlude. 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

Extend the right hand of Christian fellowship and greet those near 
 you after the service. Members, see that visitors meet the Ministers.  

 

+Book of Common Worship, p. 54. Copyright © 1993, Westminster/John Knox Press 
 
 

GREETER:  Patti Mullin 
DEACON OF THE DAY:  Sean Condon 
USHER IN CHARGE:  Peter Chaloner 

 

 

11:30 AM: Annual Rally Sunday Cookout 
Everyone is invited! 

Hot dogs, burgers & beverages provided 
by the Board of Christian Education. 

There is no charge. 



************************************************************************* 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE are offered at 10:00 AM on Sunday for 
infants through Grade 8.  All children (3 years-7th grade) start in the sanctuary each 
Sunday with their parents.  After the children’s message, students leave for their 
classes.  The Ushers will be happy to direct newcomers to childcare and classrooms. 
************************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE 
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

************************************************************************* 
HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 

ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

************************************************************************* 
DVD RECORDINGS ARE MADE OF THE SERVICE AND 

 ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR BORROWING. 

************************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

************************************************************************* 

This Week at First Church 
SUN SEP 08        10:00am  Worship, Sunday School and Child Care 
         11:30am  Cook Out 
      Confirmation 
 

MON SEP 09  9:30am  Bible, Friends and Coffee, room 15  
   6:00pm  Safe Church 
   7:00pm  All Boards 
 

TUE SEP 10         10:00am  Staff Meeting, room 10 
    1:30pm  Visitation Meeting, room 10 
    7:00pm  Radio Club, Nauss Hall 
 

WED SEP 11   1:30pm  Coffee with Ken, Riverwalk Café 
    4:00pm  Craft Group 
    6:45pm  Chancel Choir 
    7:00pm  Thank You Project 
 

THU SEP 12   7:30am  Men’s Breakfast, Pine St. Eatery 
    3:00pm  Caregivers, library 
    6:30pm  First Chamber 
    7:00pm  Men’s Fellowship 
 

SAT SEP 14   8:30am  Water Walk 
          11:00am  Sisters in Sobriety, Room 15 
 

Regular Worship Schedule Resumes on 
September 15, 2019 

 

8:30: Worship 
10:00: Worship, Sunday School & Childcare 



Christian Education Corner 
Today in the Sunday School     September 8, 2019 
Today is the 13th Sunday after Pentecost and the liturgical color is green. 
 

RALLY DAY - The new program year begins today with nursery care, Sunday school, 
youth fellowship, adult education and fun for all ages. 
 

The annual re-covenanting ceremony takes place during this morning’s worship service 
Jackie Moore will represent all CE Volunteers, 3rd grader Ethan M will represent all First 
Church children and youth, Rob M and Deb C will represent all First Church adults and all 
confirmands for 2020 will represent the Confirmation class. 
 

NURSERY CARE - The church nursery opens at 9:45 AM to care for children under the 
age of 3 during the 10:00 AM worship service.  Nursery coordinators are on hand to greet 
parents and explain the procedure for checking in and picking up your child. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL - Following the re-covenanting ceremony, all children age 3 through 
grade 6 will go to their Sunday school classes.  Grades 7-8 (MAD) will gather in the Shaw 
Chapel today. 
 

All parents are asked to pick up their children at their classrooms at 11:15 AM today.  
Beginning next Sunday, only children in grade 2 and under will need a parent to pick them 
up at their class room.  Older children should have a clear understanding of where to meet 
their parents after Sunday school. 
 

YOUTH GROUP FOR HIGH SCHOOLERS – Senior High Youth Group meets on select 
Sundays throughout the school year at 11:30 AM, for fun-filled times of friendship, food, 
and frolicking.  Activities focus on helping our teens connect with one another and serve 
the world around them.  Below are the activities and dates for September. More information 
and sign-up instructions will be sent to families of senior highers via mail and email, will be 
posted on the church website, and can be found at Christian Education Corner in 
Fellowship Hall. 

 Apple Picking at Brookdale Farm, September 15, 11:30 AM – 3:30 PM 

 Cornhole Tournament, September 29, 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
 

BASKETBALL - First Church needs a basketball coach so that we may once again join 
the YMCA Church League.  If you have any interest in taking on this opportunity, please 
let either Rev. Ken or Diane Matthes know ASAP.  Games start early in December and 
paperwork needs to be in before Thanksgiving.  Students that are eligible to play are all 
boys and girls in 7th grade and 13 years of age through seniors up to age 18. 
 

CANDLE LIGHTERS – If you have a child in grades 3-6 and they would like to sign up to 
be a candle lighter at the beginning of the 10:00 service, please contact Diane Matthes at 
dmatthes@tfcucc.org or call during the week at 882-4861.  
 
CHILDREN’S CHOIRS – Registration begins today for Chapel Chimers (chimes for Pre-
K- grade 1) and Joyful Noise (vocal choir for grades 2-6). Sign up at the CE Corner or 
through the CE office. 
 



2019-2020 Christian Education Volunteers 
 

Preschool Room 8  MAD  CE Board 

Jackie Moore  Monica Gallant  Beth Murphy 

Heather Harrison  Yvonne Laurie  Fred Daniels 

Cayden Plummer  Janet Oberti  Janet Oberti 

Heidi Wolf  Heather Blondin  John Englander 

Kelechi Okorie  Denise Buck  
Abby Adasczik 

1st and 2nd Grade Room 12  Floaters  Amanda Reichert 

Holly Columbus  Mica Buck  Chris Reichert 

Kelsey Gallant  Eli Buck  Lynda Pearson 

Stan Tremblay  Karen Hayden  Steve Blunt 

Bella Coppi  Office Staff  Britney Pearson 

Lily Brooks  Beth Murphy  Holly Columbus 

Maddie Dlubac  Sue Stubbs  Stam Tremblay 

Grade 3 Room 7  Music  
Diane Matthes: Ex-Officio 

Stacey Plummer  Steve Blunt  
Rev. Ken McGarry: Ex-Officio 

Norma Smith  Denise Buck   

Abby Adasczik  
Nursery Coordinators 

 
 

Anna Fauteux  
Allison Dillman 

 
 

Grade 4 Room 14  
Heather Nault 

 
 

Beth Raymond  
Sambo Downs 

 
 

Beth Voorhees  
Tania Vera 

 
 

Alex Aiello  
Nursery 

  

Addison Donovan  
Patti Mullin 

  

  
Grade 5 Room 15  

Heather Fauteux 
  

Trisha Layfield  Heather Gallagher  
 

Cody Gallant  Ijeoma Okorie   

Javari Ellison  
Jazmyn Siraco 

  

Connor Lynch  
JoAnn Milewski 

  

Grade 6 Room 10  Kim Lynch   

Shanna Dodge  
Lynda Pearson 

  

Natalie James  
Maddie Dlubac 

 
 

Emily Blondin  Nancy Sudsbury  
 

Brianna Berry  Nicole Fluet  
 

Confirmation  
Pat Rose  

 

Rev.Ken McGarry  Sue Stubbs  
 

Fred Daniels  
Taevy Downs  

 

Abby Adasczik  Vera Wingate  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

The Church Office has resumed regular hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM-Noon & 1:00- 
4:00 PM; Sunday: 8:00 AM-Noon (closed during the 10:00 service). 

++++ 

The Bible, Friends, and Coffee Bible Study resumes on Monday, September 9 and 
meets every Monday, 9:30-11:00 AM in room 15, in the Walker Building.  Rev. Andy and 
Rev. Ken facilitate the discussion group.  No sign-up is required.  If you have a Bible, bring 
it; if not, one will be supplied for you.   

++++ 

All Boards meet on Monday, September 9.  The evening begins with worship at 7:00 PM 
in the sanctuary.  No dinner this time. 

++++ 

The October newsletter deadline: Monday, September 9. Please send your articles to 
Sue at senglander@tfcucc.org 

 

 



The Visitation Ministry will resume on Tuesday, September 10 at 3:00 PM in room 10 in 
the Walker Building. Please contact Rev. Jami for more information. 

++++ 

The Caregiver’s Support Group will resume on Thursday, September 12 at 2:00 PM in 
the library in the Walker Building.  Please contact Rev. Jami for more information. 

++++ 

Men’s Fellowship Group - Our next evening men’s fellowship gathering will be held on 
Thursday, September 12 at 7 PM.  We’ll meet at Riverside BBQ at 53 Main Street to enjoy 
dinner together and to discuss ideas for this year’s meetings.  There’s no need to sign up; 
just show up on Thursday if you can. 

++++ 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality Group begins on September 22 and 26.  Please 
join Rev. Jami on the 2nd & 4th Sundays (11:30 AM) or Thursdays (6:30 PM) of each 
month. Topics presented will be the same each week so if you miss a Sunday you can be 
sure to experience the same topic that week on Thursday.  Please feel free to bring your 
own lunch or dinner if needed.  We will meet in room 10 in the Walker Building (unless 
notified otherwise).  The dates reserved are 9/22, 26; 10/13, 17, 27, 31; 11/10, 14, 24; and 
(possibly) 12/8, 12.  Please sign up at Sign-up Central and contact Rev. Jami if you have 
any questions.     

++++ 

Apple Crisp! The MAD (Make a Difference) students will be selling apple crisp on Sunday, 
September 22. The students will make the crisp in our church kitchen, under the guidance 
of Stan Tremblay and the MAD Advisors. The funds raised will go to the Mission Trip Fund. 

++++ 

The Music Ministry welcomes new members for the coming fall season!  All voice 
parts are welcome in the Chancel Choir or First Folk, but in particular, altos are being 
sought for both ensembles.  As well, Decibells (our adult bell choir) is looking for new 
ringers, who possess basic music-reading skills and have an interest in learning hand bells. 
Contact Joseph at jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org or (603) 882-4861, x15, for more information.  

++++ 

Website Demonstration, Sunday, September 22 - Join Dianne Smigliani for presentation 
on our new website following the 10:00 service in the dining room. She will show you 
around the new site and walk you through many of the new updates. Bring your smartphone 
or tablet. There will be a Q & A session following the presentation. 

++++ 

Men’s Retreat: Falling Upward - The Wednesday Morning Men’s Group is hosting a 
retreat at Rolling Ridge Retreat Center in Andover, MA on November 8-10. The Retreat 
begins with dinner on Friday at 6 PM and concludes after lunch on Sunday. Our time 
together will include conversation around “Falling Upward” written by Richard Rohr. It’s 
an excellent study on the challenges and opportunities we face in the two halves of our 
lives. There will be plenty of time to walk the grounds, read, and relax. The cost for twin 
rooms is $280, which is all-inclusive. Please indicate your attendance at Sign-up Central 
and make checks payable to First Church. Direct your questions to Rev. Andy.  
 
 
The Empty Nest Fellowship - Has your child/children moved out of the home or are about 
to? Whether they’re off to college, entering the work force or military, when our 



child/children move on it can be a profound adjustment. The Empty Nest Fellowship is a 
group that will provide fellowship, leaning and spiritual support for the journey. This group 
will meet on the third Thursday of the month on a semester basis beginning on September 
19 at 7:00 PM.  Sign up at Sign-up Central. Questions? Contact Dianne S at 
dsmigliani@tfcucc.org. 

++++ 

The First Music Advertising Campaign - Please help support our 
passion for Bringing the Joy of Music to the Gate City through a 
sponsorship in our 12th Season WOMEN OF MUSIC, 2019-20 Season 
program! 
 

Contact the Music Office (603) 882-4861 x15, for more information. 
++++ 

The thrift shop will open for the season on Thursday, October 3.  Fall and winter 
clothing for women and children, clean and in good repair, may be left in the marked bin in 
the lobby near the stained glass window in the courtyard entrance.  Jewelry and small 
knickknacks are needed, as well. Please take summer clothing to the Salvation Army. 

++++ 

Second Annual First Church Golf Tournament 
 Wednesday, October 2, 2019 - Green Meadow Golf Course, Hudson NH 

Join us as a sponsor and or a player!  Proceeds from the tournament will benefit three of 
our local outreach partners: Home Health & Hospice Care, Thank You Project’s Water 
Walk, and Family Promise of Southern New Hampshire at Anne-Marie House. 
For more information, contact one of the committee members: Rev. Andy, Doug Brenner, 
Margaret Brenner, Peter Chaloner, Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein, Dianne Smigliani, and 
Mike Winton.   

++++ 

The Christmas Craft Fair - November 1st and 2nd 
Below are some ways you can help. 

 Homemade food items - If you prepare preserves and pickled vegetables this 
harvest season, consider making some extra to donate to the fair. These types of 
items are always popular with fair-goers.  Contact Barbara Stone, 978-925-9015 for 
more information. 

 Silent Auction Donations - Rebecca Small is the coordinator of the silent auction 
for this year’s fair.  For more information, or to make a donation, call or text 978-758-
2038 or email rbrinkman99@yahoo.com.  

 The Craft Group will meet on September 11 and 25 at 4:00 PM in the dining 
room. Crafters of all abilities are welcome!  Contact Jocelyn Henning, 880-1839, or 
Deb Courville, 321-9592 for more information.  

 New-to-you Christmas items are being accepted. Leave your donations on the 

windowsill near the elevator between September 3 and October 26. Mark them “New 

to You”. 

Clothing Drive - Thank you to all who took part in the clothing drive. Over 1,140 bags 
(11,725 lbs.) of clothing items were collected. First Church will receive $2,345 as a result, 
which will be dispersed back to the community! Thanks to all who donated, and to all the 
folks who helped move the mountain of bags out of the building!!! 



++++ 

The Thank You Project’s 5th Annual Water Walk 
Saturday, September 14, 2019 - Greeley Park, Nashua – 9:00 AM 

First Church has been the backbone of everything we have accomplished thus far in our 
humble effort to bless others with our blessings in this great country.  Together, we have 
completed two water boreholes in Nigeria, sent two students to Universities to study 
Medicine and Engineering respectively, and are poised to build our third water borehole 
this year.  This is a testament to the good in all of us.  Thank You! Please come with your 
friends and neighbors, too.  Also, please continue to pray for the vision and mission of 
Thank You Project.  Blessings! www.waterwalk.org. www.thankyouproject.org/donate/ 

++++ 

Visit our new First Church website at www.tfcucc.org.  You can now send your emails 
to our new email addresses:  “first initial/lastname@tfcucc.org” (see back cover of this 
bulletin).  Emails sent to @firstchurchnashua.org will be forwarded to our new email 
address.  Please contact the church office if you have any questions.  

++++ 

Greet your friends and meet new people!  If you would like to greet on Sunday mornings, 
please sign up at Sign-up Central.  This is a wonderful opportunity to see familiar faces 
and welcome new folks before the worship service.  Contact the church office for more 
information. 
 

++++ 

First Church volunteers at the Anne-Marie House the week of September 22.  Become 
a Family Promise volunteer!  Contact the office for more information.  

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, September 15, 2018 
 

8:30    Craig Plummer, tenor 
10:00  Chancel Choir, Craig Plummer 
 

Church Happenings and Outreach - Ongoing 
 

 

Bereavement Calendar - The church office has created a bereavement calendar to help 
us better remember and celebrate the lives of church members, friends, and loved ones 
who have recently passed away.  If your family experiences a loss, please contact the 
church office so that we can be sure to include you in our prayers and our records. 

++++ 

End 68 Hours of Hunger provides bags of food weekly to local elementary school children 
who would otherwise not have food over the weekend.  The following items are needed: 
nutritional cereal, canned soup/pasta, 18oz. plastic peanut butter, 20 oz. plastic jelly, 
canned tuna/chicken, small cans of fruit, boxes of macaroni and cheese, ramen noodles 
(no cups), nutrition bars.  Collection boxes are set up in Fellowship Hall. 
First Church Cyclists invite anyone, regardless of age or ability to join them for some fun, 
fresh air, fellowship and most importantly, ice cream.  The next ride:  Sunday, September 
15 on the Clipper City Rail Trail, Lot C, 25 Boston Way, Newburyport, MA.  Meet at 2:00 
PM. Contact the office with any questions.   

++++ 

http://www.waterwalk.org/
http://www.thankyouproject.org/donate/


First Church serves dinner at the Nashua Soup Kitchen on the third Tuesday and 
fourth Friday of the month from 4:00-6:00 PM.  New volunteers are always welcome to 
participate in this simple, but important outreach ministry.  To serve please call the church 
office.    

++++ 

The Giving Card offers an option for those folks who give electronically or monthly to 
symbolically participate in the offering.  Cards can be found in the pews and in the basket 
at the back of the sanctuary.  Simply place it in the offering plate. 

++++ 

The Men’s Breakfast Group meets every Thursday morning at 7:30 AM at the Pine 
Street Eatery, 136 Pine St., Nashua. Contact the church office for more information. 

++++ 

The Men’s Munchers meet on the first Tuesday of the month at noon for lunch and 
fellowship.  All men of the church and their guests are welcome.  Contact the office for 
more information.  

++++ 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry – Knitters and crocheters are invited to work on prayer shawls 
at home.  Contact the office to see how you can be involved in this simple, but meaningful 
ministry. 

++++ 

Pulpit Flowers – If you would like to provide flowers for the pulpit, please sign up on the 
chart in Fellowship Hall.  Flower arrangements can be purchased from your favorite florist 
or can be created from flowers you’ve purchased or grown.  Register on the sign-up sheet 
in Fellowship Hall or call the church office. 
 

 

Community Events 
 

Interfaith Prayer Vigil: September 17 - at 9 AM 
Norris Cotton Federal Building, 275 Chestnut Street Manchester 

Join us for prayer, song and the Jericho Walk. The Jericho walk is grounded in Hebrew 
Scriptures when the Israelites used the power of prayer to topple the walls of Jericho. If 
you are unable to attend please take a moment to pray for love, peace and justice for ALL 
GOD’s people. 

++++ 

Granite State Organizing Project (GSOP) – September 16 
Adult Learning Center, 4 Lake Street Nashua 

We are a faith-based group that addresses immigrant issues affecting our brothers and 
sisters, hunger, and poverty.  All are welcome 

 
United We Sleep to End Hunger and Homelessness – September 20-21, 2019 

Nashua Community College on Amherst Street 
Sponsored by the United Way of Greater Nashua (UWGN) 

Help those who are homeless in the greater Nashua area. Sleep out in a cardboard box or 
make a donation.  Rev. Andy and Peter Chaloner (UWGN members) are looking for folks 
to sleep out in support of this effort. If you would like to sleep out, contact the church office.  
For more information on the event, go to www.tinyurl.com/uws2019.  
 



Fill the Box with Socks.  As part of the Sleepout, socks will be collected and given to 
various area agencies and the school district for homeless youth.  Socks are the #1 needed 
item in local shelters.  They can be warm, wooly socks, dress socks or kid’s socks.  A box 
labeled “Fill the Box with Socks” will be located at the Outreach Booth in Fellowship Hall 
for drop-off of socks prior to the 20th.  

++++ 

Amazing Nashua Clue Race – September 21, 2019 – 1:00 PM 
Teams of 4 will be challenged to solve 11 clues throughout Greater Nashua! The team with 
the most clues solved correctly AND the best time WINS! - $300/car of 4 people 
Start: Location to be revealed - End: Party with live music 
Registration is limited. Register at http://bit.ly/2XH4X7A 
This event supports Family Promise of Southern New Hampshire. 

++++ 

What’s Happening at NHCUCC?  The New Hampshire Conference of the UCC has seven 
mission groups who meet monthly to address issues of social justice in our churches and 
communities. Attend a mission group and learn more about how our church can follow our 
Lord’s request: “…to act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8) 

 
Environmental Stewardship Mission  Monday September 9: 3-5 PM 
Peace with Justice Advocates Mission  Wednesday September 11: 10-Noon 
Racial Justice Mission Group  Thursday September 12: 6-8 PM 
ONA Concerns Mission Group  Tuesday September 17: 6-8 PM 
 

Meetings are held at the New Hampshire Conference, UCC, 140 Sheep Davis Rd, 
Pembroke, NH 03275. 
 
Come to a meeting and learn how we all can make a difference in our community. 
 

++++ 
 

NHCUCC Women’s Fellowship Retreat - “The Story of You” 
Friday & Saturday, September 27 & 28 ~ Camp Sentinel, Center Tuftonboro, NH 

Retreat Leaders: The Rev. Dr. Deborah Roof, A Veriditas Labyrinth Facilitator 
Lis Greenberg, LICSW – A SoulCollage® Facilitator 

Contact Trudie at trudieglenn@yahoo.com for cost and program details. 
 

++++ 
 

Annual “Sweater Weather” Program - September 1 - October 1, 2019 
Sponsored by the Davis Funeral Home, 1 Lock St, Nashua 

New or clean, used sweaters for children, women, and men may be left at the funeral home 
between the hours of 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM, Monday - Friday.  Bins are located in both foyers.  
The sweaters will be distributed to various agencies in the Nashua area to be given to 
those who need them.  Call 883-3401 for more information. 



 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Coordinator of Christian Education, Diane E. Matthes, dmatthes@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 
 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church please 

seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in 

November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month 

and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every 

member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:  9:00 AM-Noon and 1:00-4:00 PM, Mon – Fri 

Sunday:  8:00 AM-Noon (closed during the 10:00 service) 
 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 

Find us on Facebook 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchNashua?ref=ts&fref=ts

