
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thanksgiving Sunday 
Reign of Christ 

 

 

 

November 24, 2019                                                                 8:30 & 10:00 AM  
 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                        + + + + Ushering Interval 
 
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 
 

TOWER CHIMES (10:00)               Carolyn Halstead 
 
 

CANDLE LIGHTER (10:00)                           Addison Wilson 
 
 

MEDITATION 
“Whosoever will reign with Christ in heaven, 
 must have Christ reigning in him on earth.”       John Wesley 

 

+PRELUDE  Variations on DIX (2013)        D. P. Dahl 
    Introduction and Hymntune                   (*1937) 
I. Canonic 
ii. Duo 
iii. Aria 
iv. Invention 
v. Finale 

 
 

INTROIT   Praise Him, Praise Him           Beall & Nipp 

(10:00)     CHAPEL CHIMERS 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP†                (based on Psalm 100) 
Leader: Around the world this day, the universal church celebrates the “The 

Reign of Christ.”  Christ Jesus, friend of the poor, the meek and the 
merciful, has been enthroned above all authority and power in this 
world and in the world that is to come. 

People: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, serve the Lord with 
gladness.  Come into his presence with singing. 

Leader: God has placed everything under Christ’s wounded feet and 
appointed the one who wore a crown of thorns as the supreme head 
of the church, his body. 

People: Enter his gates with thanksgiving, come into his courts with praise.  
Give thanks and praise his loving name! 

 
 

*HYMN #21  We Gather Together               KREMSER 
 

 



*OPENING PRAYER   
Almighty God, for everything there is a time and season.  Time is now our most 
precious commodity.  Our clocks are always running.  From birth to death – 
during times of joy and sorrow, work and play, business and pleasure, speech 
and silence, and worship and church activities – time rolls along.  Slow us down, 
Lord, that we may be still before you and know that you are God.  Amen. 
 

*PRAISE #38/3 Mine Is the Sunlight                     BUNESSAN 

Mine is the sunlight!  Mine is the morning 
Born of the One light Eden saw play! 
Praise with elation, Praise every morning, 
God’s recreation Of the new day 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:00) 
 

GREETINGS 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS              Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 
the LORD. Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the 
shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and 
have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to 
you for your evil doings, says the LORD. Then I myself will gather the remnant 
of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them 
back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds 
over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be 
dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. The days are surely 
coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and 
he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in 
safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our 
righteousness.” 

                  Colossians 1:11-20 
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious 
power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while 
joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of 
darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were 
created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is 



before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, 
the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might 
come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of 
his cross.    
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE     Thanks Be to Thee                T. Tallis 

(10:00)       CHANCEL CHOIR       (1505 – 1585) 
 

 

ANTHEM   To Him Who Loves Us              R. Dinda 
(10:00)                        (*1959) 
 

SERMON   “100% Chance of Reign”        Rev. Ken McGarry 
 
 

*HYMN #460  We Plow the Fields and Scatter                       WIR PFLÜGEN 
 (10:00)    

 

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
*LITANY (Unison)~      (Inspired by Psalm 46, Colossians 1, and 1 Corinthians 12) 

Leader: God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of 
trouble. 

People: We give thanks for God's presence, the Sovereign who dwells with 
us in humility, accepting our pain and our weakness in love. 

Leader: So we will not fear, even if earthquakes come and the mountains 
crumble into the sea. 

People: We give thanks for God's promises that allow us to let go of the 
fears and anxiety that keep us paralyzed, that give the darkness 
such power over us. 

Leader: Let the oceans roar and foam.  Let the mountains tremble as the 
waters surge! 

People: We give thanks that we can grieve the losses, we can mourn the 
destruction, but they shall not consume us.  God is with us, in grief 
as in love, and our hearts shall be open to grace. 

Leader: The Lord Almighty is here among us; the God of Israel is our 
fortress. 

People: We give thanks that the Body of Christ is present: the hands of God 
offering comfort, the eyes of God weeping with us, the feet of God 
walking alongside us, the strength of God helping us to rebuild.  The 
Lord Almighty is here among us: we are the Body of Christ. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 



SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE  Lead Me, Lord                  S. Wesley 
(10:00)        CHANCEL CHOIR                  (1810 – 1876) 
 

OFFERTORY  For the Beauty of the Earth             Traditional 
          DECIBELLS            arr. Frizzell 
 

*THE DOXOLOGY #515 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)            (adapted Prayer of Saint Boniface) 
Eternal God, the refuge and help of all your children, we praise you for all you 
have given us, for all you have done for us, for all that you are to us.  In our 
weakness, you are strength; in our darkness, you are light; in our sorrow, you 
are comfort and peace.  We cannot number your blessings; we cannot declare 
your love:  For all your blessings we bless you.  May we live as in your presence, 
love the things that you love, and serve you in our daily lives.  Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord we pray.  Amen.  
 

*HYMN #461  Come, Ye Thankful People, Come   ST. GEORGE’S WINDSOR 
 

*BENEDICTION                                          
 

BENEDICTUS  All Good Gifts Around Us                  WIR PFLÜGEN 

(10:00)       
 

POSTLUDE  Nun Danket alle Gott                                      S. Karg-Elert 

     (Now Thank We All Our God)                                 (1877 – 1933) 
 

 

We kindly ask those who are able to remain seated to listen to the Postlude. 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

Extend the right hand of Christian fellowship and greet those near 
 you after the service. Members, see that visitors meet the Ministers.  

 

 

†— Written by Bruce Prewer, http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/64XKing.htm, used with the author’s permission 
 

~— Written by Eliza Buchakjian-Tweedy, Pastor at First Church Congregational, Rochester, NH,   
       http://sermonizing.wordpress.com/ 
 

http://sermonizing.wordpress.com/


************************************************************************* 

CHAPEL CHIMERS:  Denise Buck, director 
DEACON OF THE DAY:  Erin Shannon 
GREETERS:  Ray and Carol Baldwin 
USHER IN CHARGE:  Bonnie Schommer 
************************************************************************* 

The flowers in the pulpit are given in celebration of their  
59th wedding anniversary, by Bev and Darrell Spencer. 

************************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE 
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

************************************************************************* 
HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 

ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

************************************************************************* 
DVD RECORDINGS ARE MADE OF THE SERVICE AND 

 ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR BORROWING. 

************************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

************************************************************************* 
 
 
 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
 
 
 

 
New Church Cancellation Policy 

In the event of inclement weather, a power outage, or severe weather advisory, 
First Church may cancel the First Service, Sunday School, or All Services. Please 
visit the church webpage (www.tfcucc.org), or Facebook Page (First Church 
Nashua UCC) for any cancellation notices. You can also check media outlets 
WMUR Channel 9, or WZID 95.7 under the heading First Church Nashua. The 
notifications will read as follows: First Service Cancelled or Sunday School 
Cancelled or All Services Cancelled and will be announced by 6:00 AM on the 
Sunday in question. 
 
 



         Notes from the Chancel 
This Sunday, Reign of Christ (Christ the King) comes together with what we also call 
Thanksgiving Sunday. The music of the worship service centers around the 
commemoration of one of the great holidays in the Congregational tradition: our beloved 
Thanksgiving celebration. In addition, this is the final Sunday in “Ordinary Time” before 
a new liturgical year begins, with the 1st Sunday of Advent. It hardly seems possible 
that this autumn has flown by so quickly, as if Rally Day was followed immediately with 
the coming of the Christmas season!  
 

Our PRELUDE this morning is composed by David P. Dahl, Professor of Music and 
University Organist Emeritus at Pacific Lutheran University, Tacoma, Washington, 
where he was a member of the music faculty for thirty years. Dahl is also the Director 
of Music Ministries Emeritus for Christ Episcopal Church, Tacoma, where he served as 
a church musician for forty years. As an organ performer, Dahl has presented many 
recitals and hymn festivals, including performances at the national conventions of the 
American Guild of Organists and Organ Historical Society. His compositional output for 
organ dates primarily from the years following his retirement from Pacific Lutheran 
University and includes several suites and numerous hymn preludes and partitas.  
 

Composer of the Chancel Choir ANTHEM this morning, Robin Dean Dinda, was born 
in Wichita, Kansas in 1959, and grew up in Northern Virginia and Florida.  Robin is 
former Minister of Music of The First Church (UCC) in Nashua, New Hampshire, and 
wrote this commissioned anthem during his tenure at our church (1989-1999). Dr. Dinda 
has composed hundreds of works for a variety of media.  His many published 
compositions have been performed at concerts, conventions, stage productions, and 
religious services throughout North America, Europe, and Japan. His organ duos - 
works for four hands and four feet - have become standard repertory and have been 
performed and recorded by numerous musicians worldwide. He earned degrees from 
Davidson College, The University of Cincinnati, and The University of Michigan, holds 
the Fellowship Certificate of The American Guild of Organists, and is a writer member 
of ASCAP. He is Professor of Humanities (Music) at Fitchburg State University in 
Fitchburg, Massachusetts, where he teaches courses in music theory, history, and 
interdisciplinary fine arts since 1989.  He is currently Director of Music at The First 
Parish (Unitarian - Universalist) in Fitchburg, where he has presided over the church's 
1928 E. M. Skinner organ since 2000. 
 

The Decibells’ OFFERTORY is a contemplative reflection on two beloved hymn tunes: 
DIX and TERRA BEATA. (Commonly known as “For the Beauty of the Earth” and “This Is 
My Father’s World”) The use of various dynamics of playing, as well as a featured solo-
melody using the choir’s new set of Malmark ChoirChimes provides a chance for the 
choir to ring in their praise to God, which transports us to a sacred space and a time of 
calm and reflection. 
 

The rousing POSTLUDE is penned by Sigfrid Karg-Elert, organist and composer, one 
of the principal German composers for organ of his generation. Karg-Elert studied at 
the Leipzig Conservatory, and in 1919, he became a member of the staff there. His early 



works reflect the influence of composers such as Claude Debussy, Aleksandr Scriabin, 
and Arnold Schoenberg, but he later developed an original style that melded 
chromaticism and expanded harmonies with Renaissance and Baroque polyphony. The 
full resources of our Anderson Memorial Organ bring a full-on German “Romantic” 
period treatment to the beloved hymn Now Thank We All, Our God. 

 
 

Christian Education Corner 
 

Today in the Sunday School     November 24, 2019 
Today is the 24th Sunday after Pentecost/Reign of Christ and the liturgical color is green 
or white. 
  

NURSERY CARE - The church nursery opens at 9:45 AM to care for children under the 
age of 3 during the 10 AM worship service.  Nursery coordinators are on hand to greet 
parents and explain the procedure for checking in and picking up your child. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL - All children (3 years-8th grade) start in the sanctuary each Sunday 
with their parents.  After the children’s message, students leave for their classes.  The 
Ushers will be happy to direct newcomers to childcare and classrooms. 
 

WHAT STUDENTS WILL BE LEARNING TODAY 

 3yr olds-2nd grade will learn about Advent. 

 3rd-5th graders will continue their unit on Advent with No Room at the Inn. Luke 2:1-
7 

 6th grade will rehearse for the Christmas pageant 

 MAD will meet in the kitchen to help prepare for the Title 1 Thanksgiving dinner. 
 

If you see a student in coffee hour, ask them what they learned in class today! 
 

Nursery Caregivers Needed - Adult volunteers are needed to join the team of caregivers 
in the nursery.  Volunteers serve on teams, rotating on duty every sixth Sunday. If you 
would like to spend some quality time with the youngest members of our church family, 
contact Diane Matthes at 882-4861 or dmatthes@firstchurchnashua.org.  
 
 

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 
 

In-Reach has a Gratefulness Tree.  Please stop by and write something for which you 
are grateful on a leaf and place it in the basket.  Members of the In-Reach Committee will 
hang them on the tree.  Please do not sign your leaf.  Blessings and Thankfulness to all! 

++++ 

White Dove/Silver Dove Christmas Program Sign-ups: Today and next Sunday, 
December 1 (two weeks, only) -  You may adopt a family or senior citizen on your own 
or join with another First Church individual or family to help make Christmas a little brighter 
for those in our community who might otherwise be alone and forgotten on this holiday.  If 
you cannot participate in the general program, donations of food are greatly appreciated. 
Help is needed to load cars and deliver the gifts to the Marriott on Sunday, December 15, 
after the 10:00 AM service.  Contact Carol Butler or the church office with any questions. 
 



Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality will meet today at 11:30 in room 10 (note the change 
in location).  

++++ 

Thanksgiving Meal for Title 1 Preschool - Tomorrow, November 26, we will be serving 
a Thanksgiving meal to the students and teachers of the Title 1 Preschool.  Meal 
preparation will begin in the kitchen at 11:30 AM today and will continue on Monday 
morning; lunch will be served at 11:00 AM.  If you’re available to help prepare and/or serve 
the meal on either or both of these days, please contact Rev. Ken in the church office.  

++++ 

First Church to Host the Interfaith Thanksgiving Service - Join us in our sanctuary at 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, November 26, for an interfaith service of thanksgiving.  This service 
continues an annual tradition of the Nashua Area Interfaith Council to gather its member 
faith communities at one of our local houses of worship to give thanks with a common voice 
while also honoring our various religious traditions’ unique expressions of thanksgiving. 

++++ 

Decorate the Church - Friday, November 29 at 11:00 AM - If you can lend a hand with 
decorating the tree and hanging garland, contact the church office ASAP.  

++++ 

The Annual Holiday Stroll is Saturday, November 30. Volunteers are needed to serve 
as hosts at First Church for the evening. It’s a fun event and the volunteers will see three 
great performances. Please contact the church office for more information or to volunteer 
to help. 

++++ 

The Women’s Association Christmas Pot Luck and Yankee Swap will be held on 
Monday, December 9 at 6:00 PM in the dining room.  Join the group for food, fun, 
fellowship and a Yankee Swap. Sign up at Sign-up Central. Contact Bea Dillaby or the 
church office for more information. 

++++ 

Lunch Bunch - There will be a Lunch Bunch reunion on Wednesday, December 11 at 
12:30 PM at the Homestead Restaurant in Merrimack.  Those who wish to carpool can 
meet in the church parking lot at 11:40.  All women - friends and members - of First Church 
are welcome. Please contact Arlene Richmond or the church office to reserve a spot. 
 

 
 

Outreach Focus of the Month for November: Front Door Agency 
Front Door Agency offers support and provides services to assist individuals and families 
transition from crisis to self-sufficiency. The core programs of this agency are: Housing 
Stability, Transformational Housing, Financial Literacy, and the Holiday Santa 
Program.  Outreach will be collecting toilet paper, paper towels, basic cleaning supplies, 
laundry detergent, and new pillows and bath towels for families moving in.  There will be a 
collection bin at the Outreach table for the month of November. Thank you for your 
donations!! 

Holiday Program 
Donations of Gift Cards for Teens - Teenagers are often left out of the holiday gift purchase 
and gift cards to the movies, fast food and the mall make great gifts! 
 



Do you have an interest in history? How about the history of First Church? We are 
looking for a team to help organize the archives room. Contact Erin Almeda, Kathryn Bell 
or the church office for more information.  

++++ 

Chapel Vespers is on break until January 14. Watch the bulletins for more information.  
++++ 

The Men’s Midweek Group is on break until January 22. Watch the bulletins for more 
information. 

++++ 

First Folk and All-Church Choir to Sing on Baptism of Jesus Sunday - On January 12, 
First Folk is joined by the All-Church Choir (an ensemble where anyone is welcome to 
come in “just” for this project!).  Rehearsals will be held in the Music Room on the following 
dates and times:  
Tuesdays, December 10 and December 17 at 7:00 PM (pick one or both) 
Sunday, January 5, at 11:30 AM 
Tuesday, January 7 at 7:00 PM (Dress rehearsal – required) 
Contact Joseph, in the Music Office to register to participate.  We need a large SATB 
ensemble for this project! 

++++ 
Membership - A membership informational meeting will be held on January 5 at 11:30 AM 
for those wishing to become members of our faith community. Folks will be received into 
membership on January 12.  Contact Sue in the church office to register. 

++++ 
Year-End Reminder!  All contributions for the 2019 tax year must be in the church office 
by December 31, 2019 or mailed in letter postmarked December 31, 2019.  
Contact Dianne Smigliani with any questions. 

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Sunday 
December 1, 2019 
First Sunday of Advent/Communion Sunday 

8:30    Elena DeStasio Stabile, soprano 
10:00    Joyful Noise & Elena DeStasio Stabile, soprano 
 

Church Happenings and Outreach - Ongoing 
 

Bereavement Calendar - The church office keeps a bereavement calendar to help us 
better remember and celebrate the lives of church members, friends, and loved ones who 
have recently passed away.  If your family experiences a loss, please contact the church 
office so that we can be sure to include you in our prayers and our records. 

++++ 

The Bible, Friends, and Coffee Bible Study meets every Monday (except holidays), 9:30-
11:00 AM in room 15, in the Walker Building.  Rev. Andy and Rev. Ken facilitate the 
discussion group.  No sign-up is required.  If you have a Bible, bring it; if not, one will be 
supplied for you.   

++++ 

The Caregiver’s Support Group meets on the second Thursday of the month at 3:00 
PM in the library in the Walker Building.  Please contact Rev. Jami for more information. 



Coffee with Ken meets every Wednesday at Riverwalk Café from 1:30-3:30 PM. Join 
him for a cup of coffee and casual conversation.  

++++ 

The Empty Nest Fellowship meets on the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM.  This 
group is open to all parent/s who have, or are about to have, an “Empty Nest.”  Together 
we talk about our transition to another stage of life.  Contact Dianne Smigliani for more 
information.  Sign up at Sign-up Central. 

++++ 

End 68 Hours of Hunger provides bags of food weekly to local elementary school children 
who would otherwise not have food over the weekend. The following items are needed: 
Individually packaged snacks such as granola bars, cookies/crackers, microwave popcorn, 
Canned Soup, Peanut Butter 18 oz. plastic, Jelly 20 oz. plastic squeeze bottles, Boxes of 
Instant Oatmeal, Cans of fruit (not applesauce), Crackers (Ritz or Graham), Hot Chocolate 
or Carnation Instant Breakfast packets. Leave items in the marked bins in Fellowship Hall. 

++++ 

First Church serves dinner at the Nashua Soup Kitchen on the third Tuesday and 
fourth Friday of the month from 4:00-6:00 PM.  New volunteers are always welcome to 
participate in this simple, but important outreach ministry.  To serve on a Tuesday please 
contact Patricia Cooper or the church office.  If you are interested in helping on a Friday, 
please call Cindy Staradub or the church office.   

++++ 

The Giving Card offers an option for those folks who give electronically or monthly to 
symbolically participate in the offering.  Cards can be found in the basket at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Simply place it in the offering plate. 

++++ 

The Men’s Breakfast Group meets every Thursday morning at 7:30 AM at the Pine 
Street Eatery, 136 Pine St., Nashua. Contact Ken Chapman or the church office for more 
information. 

++++ 

Men’s Midweek group is on break until January 22. 
++++ 

The Men’s Monthly Fellowship meets on the second Thursday at 7:00 PM. Watch 
the bulletins for the location and program topic for the gathering on December 12. 

++++ 

The Men’s Munchers meet on the first Tuesday of the month at noon for lunch and 
fellowship.  On December 3, the group will dine at Doubletree, 2 Somerset Pkwy., 
Nashua.  All men of the church and their guests are welcome.  Contact Ken Chapman or 
the church office for more information.  

++++ 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry – Knitters and crocheters are invited to work on prayer shawls 
at home.  Contact Karen Bianchi, Laurel Lang, or the church office to see how you can be 
involved in this simple, but meaningful ministry. 

++++ 

Pulpit Flowers – If you would like to provide flowers for the pulpit, please sign up on the 
chart in Fellowship Hall.  Flower arrangements can be purchased from your favorite florist 
or can be created from flowers you’ve purchased or grown.  Register on the sign-up sheet 
in Fellowship Hall or call the church office. 



The Visitation Ministry meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 1:30 PM in room 
10 in the Walker Building. Please contact Rev. Jami for more information. 

++++ 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality Group - Join Rev. Jami on the 2nd & 4th Sundays 
(11:30 AM) or on the following Thursdays (6:30 PM) of each month.  Topics presented will 
be the same at both sessions each week.  Feel free to bring your own lunch or dinner.  We 
meet in the dining room (unless notified otherwise).  The group will meet today in room 
10.  
 

Community Happenings 
 
 

Holiday and Christmas books needed - Nashua Chief of Police Michael Carignan is 
gathering holiday and Christmas books to share with families in need through The Arlington 
Street Community Center.  They are sharing books along with tree for 80-100 Nashua 
families. Please leave books in the marked bin in Fellowship Hall, by Friday December 6. 

++++ 

House of Faith Tour – You Are Invited!  Church of the Good Shepherd (Episcopal) will 
offer musical entertainment and tours of their famous Gingerbread Village during Nashua’s 
Winter Holiday Stroll on November 30. All are welcome to tour their historic church building 
(built in 1878) as well and learn about who they are and what they believe. 

++++ 

Granite State Organizing Project (GSOP) – December 16, 6:00 PM - Adult Learning 
Center, 4 Lake Street Nashua - We are a faith-based group that addresses immigrant 
issues affecting our brothers and sisters, hunger, and poverty.  All are welcome. 

++++ 

Interfaith Prayer Vigils: December 3 and 17 – 9:00 AM - Norris Cotton Federal 
Building, 275 Chestnut Street Manchester - Join us for prayer, song and the Jericho 
Walk. 

++++ 

What’s Happening at NHCUCC?  The New Hampshire Conference of the UCC has seven 
mission groups who meet monthly to address issues of social justice in our churches and 
communities. Attend a mission group and learn more about how our church can follow our 
Lord’s request: “…to act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 
6:8) 
Environmental Stewardship Mission  Monday, December 2:  3-5 PM 
Justice & Witness Ministry   Tuesday, December 3:  3-5 PM 
Immigrant & Refugee Support Group Thursday, December 5:  10-Noon 
Peace with Justice Advocates Mission Wednesday, December 11: 10-Noon 
Racial Justice Mission Group  Thursday, December 12: 6-8 PM 
Meetings are held at the NH Conference Center, 140 Sheep Davis Road Pembroke, NH 
 

 

New Hampshire Conference, UCC Advent Open House 
Wednesday, December 11, 1:00-3:00 PM - Whittemore Room  

Please join us for an afternoon of music, food, and fellowship! 
 
 
 



THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH 
 

SUN NOV 24    8:30am  Worship 
     9:15am  Chapel Chimers 
   10:00am  Worship, Sunday School & Child Care 
   11:30am  Thanksgiving Dinner Prep, kitchen 
      Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality, room 10 
     7:00pm  Thanksgiving Basket drop-off, parlor 
 

MON NOV 25    9:30am  Bible, Friends and Coffee, room 15 
     5:00pm  Process Recovery, dining room 
     7:00pm  Jazz First, chapel 
 

TUE NOV 26    9:30am  Newsletter, room 15  
   10:00am  Staff Meeting, room 10 
     7:00pm  Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, sanctuary 
 

Wed NOV 27    1:30pm  Coffee with Ken, Riverwalk Café 
 

THU NOV 28                      CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
 

FRI NOV 29     CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
   11:00am  Decorate the Church 
 

SAT NOV 30  11:00am  Sisters in Sobriety, Nauss Hall  
     5:45pm  Holiday Stroll Performances, sanctuary 
 
 

 

 

December Worship Schedule 
 First Sunday of Advent - December 1, 2019 

8:30am:  Worship  
10:00am:  Worship, Sunday School & Childcare 

 

Second Sunday of Advent - December 8, 2019 
8:30am:  Worship  

10:00am:  Worship, Sunday School & Childcare 
 

Third Sunday of Advent - December 15, 2019 
8:30am:  Worship  

10:00am:  Worship & Christmas Pageant (during the service) 
 

Christmas Sunday - December 22, 2019 
Christmas at First  - Daniel Pinkham – Sinfonia Sacra 

9:00am:  Worship (no Sunday School; nursery care available) 
11:00am: Worship (no Sunday School; nursery care available) 

 

Christmas Eve - Tuesday, December 24, 2019 
5:00pm:  Family Service 

7:00pm:  Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols 
11:00pm:  Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols 

 

December 29, 2019 - First Sunday after Christmas 
8:30am & 10:00am:  Worship (no Sunday School or nursery care) 



E FIRST CHURCH 



 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Coordinator of Christian Education, Diane E. Matthes, dmatthes@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church 

please seek out the individuals wearing colored nametags; they are members of the various boards and 

committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in 

November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month 

and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every 

member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:   9:00 AM-Noon and 1:00-4:00 PM, Mon – Fri 

Sunday:  8:00-Noon (closed during the 10:00 service) 
 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 
 

 
  

https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchNashua?ref=ts&fref=ts

