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First Church Messenger 
First Church was gathered in 1685 December 2019-January 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Christmas Message 
 

When I was in school, we spent a 
great deal of time learning about dis-
coverers and their discoveries. Isaac 
Newton discovered gravity. Christo-
pher Columbus discovered the 
Americas. Jonas Salk discovered the 
vaccine for polio. When humanity 
presses the limits to learn all the 
more; to venture somewhere new or 
to seek something lost we call that 
discovery. It is a thrill to discover 
and the news of important discover-
ies spreads quickly across all our 
media platforms.  
 

But what do we call it when God 
reveals something to us? We call 
that a surprise. Remember the old 
prophet Isaiah? He told us God’s 
thoughts are not our thoughts and 
God’s ways are not our ways. God 
must reveal what we cannot discover 
on our own. 
 

In fact, the Bible is not about discov-
eries at all; it’s about surprises! We 
couldn’t think hard enough, dig deep 
enough, or explore long enough to 
come up with our story. God had to 
surprise us. It’s a surprise that the 
universe just didn’t happen by itself 
but was made by somebody 
(creation).  It’s a surprise that some-
body became one of us (incarnation). 
It’s a surprise that that he died a 
grizzly and humiliating death 
(crucifixion) It’s a surprise that his 
death ended (Resurrection) and it’s a 
surprise that Christ lives in us by the 
power of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost). 
 

The surprising stories of God’s work 
among us have become very familiar. 
However, we must not let their famil-
iarity confuse us with the surprising 
ways of our Lord. With power and 
grace, God is at work among us. Let 
the familiar stories and those most 
beloved of Christmas open your 
hearts to the surprising ways of our 
God who desires to be born in us 
again and make our lives an adven-
ture. 
 

Merry Christmas,  

Rev. Andy 

 
Helping Hands: A New 

Ministry for  
Practical People 

First Church is much more than our 
sanctuary, fellowship, kitchens, 
class rooms and offices. We are a 
campus the includes other proper-
ties and grounds. While our Sexton 
Bruce Lund along with Property 
Management and seasonal teams 
did a terrific job keeping up with 
maintenance, truth is there always 
more to do. With this in mind, Bill 
Thompson is establishing a monthly 
fellowship group that will meet eve-
ry third Wednesday from 9:00 AM-
Noon followed by lunch. Bruce 
Lund will establish a list of out-
door/indoor projects requiring your 
helping hands whatever your skills. 
Please sign up at Sign-up Central. 
Direct your questions to Bruce 
Lund or Bill Thompson.  

Practice Gratitude Daily 
 

It’s that time of year again.  We 
start in October, considering life 
after death with All Soul’s Day, 
then about loved ones who have 
passed on with All Saints Day.  In 
November, with Thanksgiving, we 
celebrate abundance and plentitude.   
Followed by Advent and Christmas, 
when we reflect on Jesus, God’s gift 
of salvation.  Finally, at the New 
Year, we review ideas and behav-
iors we ourselves have outgrown, 
making resolutions for needed 
change.   
 

These practices cycle around every 
year and it’s good, very good.  But 
the one practice that outcycles them 
all is a daily practice of gratitude.  A 
daily practice of gratitude will ena-
ble us to see the glass half-full in-
stead of half-empty, a real treasure 
in times like these. Research shows 
that in as little as three weeks the 
practice of keeping a daily gratitude 
journal—simply writing down 
things we are grateful for—will im-
prove our immune system, lower 
our blood pressure, help us sleep 
better, inspire us to exercise more, 
increase positive emotions, bring 
greater and joy and pleasure into our 
lives, and motivate us to be more 
compassionate, generous, and for-
giving toward others.*   
 

So what are we waiting for?  Let’s 
start now because by doing so we 
will affirm the goodness of life, that 
there are, indeed, good things hap-
pening in the world.  What better 
way to celebrate the life God has 
given us and to help spread good 
news.  It is good.  It is very good. 
 

God bless, 

Rev. Jami 
 

*UC Berkley,gratitude researcher, Robert Em-
mons.  https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/
item/why_gratitude_is_good                 

https://tfcucc.org/
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All Boards meet on Monday, Decem-
ber 2.  The evening begins with worship 
at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary. The January 
meeting will be held on Monday, the 6th. 
 

Baptism - Any adult desir ing to be 
baptized or to have their child baptized is 
asked to call the church office to sched-
ule an appointment with one of the pas-
tors. 
 

The Bible, Friends, and Coffee Bible 
Study is on break star ting December  
23 and will resume on January 27. The 
class meets every Monday (except on 
holidays), 9:30-11:00 AM in room 15, in 
the Walker Building.  The discussion 
group is facilitated by Rev. Andy and 
Rev. Ken.  No sign-up is required.  If 
you have a Bible, bring it; if not, one will 
be supplied for you.   
 

Caregivers Support Group meets on 
the second Thursday of the month at 3:00 
PM in the library in the Walker Building.  
Please contact Rev. Jami for more infor-
mation. 
 

Coffee with Rev. Ken is held on 
Wednesdays, from 1:30 –3:30 PM at the 
Riverwalk Café.  Join him for casual 
conversation and a cup of coffee. 
 

The Empty Nest Fellowship meets on 
the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 
PM.  This group is open to all parent/s 
who have, or are about to have, an 
“Empty Nest”. Together we talk about 
our transition to another stage of life. 
The next gathering will be on December 
19, location TBD.  Contact Dianne 
Smigliani for more information. 
 

Help Keep our Records Current. If 
you have a change of name, address, 
phone number or email address please 
let the church office know.  
If you plan to travel for an extended pe-
riod of time and you will have your mail 
held at the post office, please let the of-
fice know that, as well. We use a return 
request imprint that automatically re-
turns mail to us – with postage due!  
Your attention to this is greatly appreci-
ated. 
 

The In-Reach Committee meets on the 
third Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM 
in the library, in the Walker Building. 
 

Membership - For those wishing to 
become a member of our faith communi-
ty, a membership informational meeting 
will be held on January 5 at 11:30 AM. 
Folks will be received into membership 
on January 12.  Contact Sue in the 
church office for more information and 
to register. 
 

The Men’s Monthly Fellowship meets 
on the second Thursday of most months 
at 7:00 PM.  The group will not meet in 
December, but will meet on January 
9.  Contact Rev. Ken or see the weekly 
bulletin for specific information about 
meeting themes and locations.  
 

The Men’s Munchers meet at noon on 
the first Tuesday of the month. The 
group will dine at Doubletree, 2 Somer-
set Pkwy., Nashua on December 3. All 
men of the church and their guests are 
welcome. Contact Ken Chapman or the 
church office for more information. The 
group will dine at The Country Tavern, 
Amherst St., Nashua, on January 7. 
 

Midweek Men’s Group is on break  
and will resume on January 22, 2020.  
The group meets on Wednesday morn-
ings at 8:00 AM in the parlor adjacent to 
Fellowship Hall. Led by Rev. Andy, the 
group enjoys coffee, fellowship and top-
ical discussions.   This season we will be 
reading Wayne Muller’s “A Life of Be-
ing, Having, and Doing Enough.”  
 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is looking 
for new members.  Contact Karen Bian-
chi or the church office for more infor-
mation about getting involved with the 
group. 
 

The Visitation Ministry meets on the 
second Tuesday of the month at 1:30 
PM in room 10 in the Walker Building. 
Please contact Rev. Jami for more infor-
mation. 
 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality 
Group is led by Rev. Jami on the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays of the month at 11:30 
AM, with each session’s Sunday topic 

THE DEADLINE FOR THE  
FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER:  

MONDAY, JANUARY 13.   
PLEASE SEND ITEMS TO SUE 
ENGLANDER. THANK  YOU. 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 2019 
 

  12/02 Robert Freeman 
  12/05 Ken Heider 
  12/06 Amy Roe 
  12/07 Don Dillaby 
  12/08 Larry Carey 
  12/10 Yvette Bourque 
  12/12 Margaret Zoerb 
  12/17 Grace Bonner 
  12/20 Carol Marshall 
  12/20 Sandra Stone 
  

JANUARY 2020 
 

  01/03 Pamela Dahl 
  01/03 Jo Ann Milewski 
  01/04 Dan Holland 
  01/09 Douglas Barrett 
  01/11 Alan Hock 
  01/11 Bill Neville 
  01/14 Roberta Barrett 
  01/16 Nancy Towle 
  01/21 Judith Lamerand 
  01/25 Cindy Staradub 
  01/31 Kay Potfora 

being repeated on the following Thurs-
day at 6:30 PM.  Bring your own lunch 
or dinner if you desire.  Sessions take 
place in the dining room.  Contact Rev. 
Jami with any questions. 
 

Hospitalizations - If you or  a family 
member is hospitalized, please contact 
the church office. 
 

Visit our website at www.tfcucc.org to 
view all the activities and events going 
on at First Church.  If you would like to 
receive notification that the newsletter 
has been posted, sign up at the bottom 
of the “newsletter” page.  If you wish to 
go paperless, please notify Sue 
Englander to have your name removed 
from the mailing list.   
 

Also on the website, you may sign up 
for The First Church e-News, to help 
keep you up-to-date on sermon topics, 
events and activities. Contact Dianne 
Smigliani with any questions. 
Find us on Facebook at:  
https://www.facebook.com/tfc 
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Sympathy is extended to Janet 
Steeves and family on the death of 
her mother, Lois Hall, on November 
1; Karen Potter and family on the 
death of her mother, Linda, on No-
vember 22. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Outreach Focus of the month 
for January is the volunteer and do-
nation opportunities at the Family 
Promise Program at the Anne-Marie 
House. 
 

Family Promise is a transitional 
housing program for families with 
children who are homeless or are at 
risk of homelessness.  The program 
provides shelter and meals for fami-
lies while they are working on their 
goal to move on to their own homes.  
Currently there are 9 guest families 
with 33 people living at the Anne 
Marie House.   22 are children who 
range in age from 4 months to 15 
years old.  There is always a waiting 
list of people who need this pro-
gram. 
 

Transitional housing programs re-
quire staff be present every day, all 
day.  This makes it an expensive 
program to staff.  The Family Prom-
ise Program relies on teams of vol-
unteers from different faith commu-
nities to provide most of the weekly 
coverage.  First Church coordinates 
a team of volunteers for an assigned 
week.  First Church volunteers at 
Anne-Marie house every seventh 
week.  Beth Raymond is the volun-
teer coordinator for First Church. 
 

We always need more volunteers!  
The January Outreach Focus on 
Mission is addressing that need with 
a  
Month long volunteer recruitment 
campaign.  Volunteer information 
and sign-up will be available after 
each worship service in January at 
the Outreach Booth in Fellowship 
Hall.  Matthew Hodgkiss, the Fami-
ly Promise Director of Volunteer 
Engagement, will be joining Beth 
one Sunday, date to be announced 
later.  He will answer questions 
about volunteer training and any 
other questions you might have.  
 

We are recruiting for help to cover 
all shifts during the week.  Your vol-
unteer time makes all the difference 

 
The Next Volunteer 

Week at the  
Anne-Marie House is 
December 29, 2019 

 
Contact Volunteer Coordinator, 
Beth Raymond, or the church 

office to see how you can  
become a volunteer. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Please send them to  
Sue Englander by  
January 15, 2020 

Annual Mitten Tree Drive to Start in January 

At the start of the new year we will be collecting mittens to benefit the chil-
dren at three of our neighborhood schools:  Mt. Pleasant Elementary, Broad St. 
Elementary and Adult Learning Center Day 
Care.  Knitters and crocheters are hopefully 
hard at work with plans to fill this tree.  
 

For those not prone to needlecrafts, we also 
gratefully receive purchased mittens.  All  
children sizes are needed.  As you come 
across those Christmas bargains while shop-
ping to warm the hearts of loved ones in your 
life this season, don’t forget to pick up a few 
pairs of mittens to warm the hands of our 
young  
neighbors in need this winter.   
 

For questions or further information, contact 
Susan Testa.  

 

Year-End Reminder! 
 

All contributions for the 2019 
tax year must be in the church 
office by December 31, 2019 
or mailed in letter postmarked 
December 31, 2019.  
 

Contact Dianne Smigliani with 
any questions. 

 
Lunch Bunch to  

Reunite for Christmas 
Luncheon 

There will be a Lunch Bunch reun-
ion on Wednesday, December 11 at 
12:30 PM at the Homestead Restau-
rant in Merrimack.  Those who wish 
to carpool can meet in the church 
parking lot at 11:40.   
 

All women - friends and members - 
of First Church are welcome. Please 
contact Arlene Richmond or the 
church office to reserve a spot. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwibgKDkqPXeAhUjxVkKHTHnDIwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fhinsdale.church%2Fmitten-tree-2017%2Fmitten-tree%2F&psig=AOvVaw2CMeJmg4gQYnwAk8MmkpsQ&ust=1543433615968146
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Do you have an interest in history? 
How about the history of First 
Church? We are looking for a team 
to help organize the archives room. 
Contact Erin Almeda, Kathryn Bell 
or the church office for more infor-
mation.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

We don’t even know where to start 
to thank our wonderful church for 
all the support we have been receiv-
ing during Carol’s recent unex-
pected major surgery.  The meal 
train has been a godsend for Lloyd 
since Carol has had absolutely no 
appetite or energy to fix meals for 
him and he has so appreciated the 
many, many people who have 
stepped forward to help.  The rides, 
prayers, cards, e-mails, visits, mes-
sages and phone calls have meant 
more than you will ever know.  
There is still a ways to go but you 
are all making it so much easier.  
God certainly knew what He was 
doing when he led us to First 
Church nearly 40 years ago.  You 
know how hard it is for Carol to sit 
by and receive but she is learning!

Carol and Lloyd Butler 

"Tea Talks" Coming to 
Nashua 

Sunday, January 12, 2020, 
 2:00 PM 

In the Beginning,  
There was the Word 

Presenters: Robert Thompson, Rev. 
Gail Avery, Rev. Renee Rouse, & 

Minister Ray Ealy  
Moderator: Minister Olga Thines 
Location: Nashua Public Library 

The relationship between religion 
and race in American is complex. 
20th-century scholars ranked world 
religions on an evolutionary scale.  
Not surprisingly, many of the reli-
gions deemed “primitive” were also 
those practiced by indigenous, non-
White populations.  This evolution-
ary ranking plays a vital role in the 
construction, deconstruction, and 
transgression 
of racial iden-
tities and reli-
gious bounda-
ries in the 
country today.  
This panel of 
theologians will explore the relation-
ship between church, race, and state 
and the role the church could play in 
healing the soul of the nation. 

Visit: http://blackheritagetrailnh.org/
tea-talks/ 

White Dove/ Silver Dove 
Christmas Program 

 

The final sign-up for the annual 
White Dove/Silver Dove Program is 
on Sunday, December 1.  You may 
adopt a family or senior citizen on 
your own or join with another First 
Church individual or family to help 
make Christmas a little brighter for 
those in our community who might 
otherwise be alone and forgotten on 
this holiday.  
 

If you are not able to participate in 
the general program, donations of 
food are greatly appreciated. 
 

Also, help is needed to load cars and 
deliver the gifts to the families on 
Sunday, December 15, after the 
10:00 AM service. 
 

If you have any questions, please 
call Carol Butler or the church of-
fice. 

Christmas Craft Fair  
a Great Success 

 

Chair Barbara Stone wishes to thank 
everyone who helped with the fair 
this year – those who donated craft 
items, silent auction items, new-to-
you items, and more - and of course 
to those who purchased items! 
 

Beth Bartlett and Carol Decker send 
a most appreciative THANK YOU 
to all of the callers, workers, and 
bakers who helped to make the bake 
table their best year ever! 
 

The numbers are still being tallied, 
but to date, $15,000 was raised  
from the fair sales. These funds will 
go the ministers’ discretionary funds 
and will be used to help those in 
need. 
 

Thanks to each and every one of 
you for your support! 
 

Save the date for next year’s fair! 
November 6 and 7, 2020. 

Holiday and Christmas 
Books Needed  

Nashua Chief of Police Michael 
Carignan is gathering holiday and 
Christmas books to share with fami-
lies in need through The Arlington 
Street Community Center.  They are 
sharing books along with a tree for 
80-100 Nashua families. Please 
leave books in the marked bin in 
Fellowship Hall, by Friday Dec. 6. 

New Church  
Cancellation Policy 

In the event of inclement weather, 
a power outage, or severe weather 
advisory, First Church may cancel 
the First Service, Sunday School, 
or All Services. Please visit the 
church webpage 
(www.tfcucc.org), or Facebook 
Page (First Church Nashua UCC) 
for any cancellation notices. You 
can also check media outlets 
WMUR Channel 9, or WZID 95.7 
under the heading First Church 
Nashua. The notifications will 
read as follows: First Service 
Cancelled or Sunday School Can-
celled or All Services Cancelled 
and will be announced by 6:00 
AM on the Sunday in question. 

http://blackheritagetrailnh.org/tea-talks/
http://blackheritagetrailnh.org/tea-talks/
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College Planning  
Seminar 

 

Attention: All High School sopho-
mores and juniors and their parents.  
Is college looming large in your very 
near future?  Are you confused 
about where to begin your search or 
what to do next?  Boy, do we have 
the opportunity for you! 
 

Craig Plummer will lead a seminar 
on Getting Started on Your College 
Search on Sunday, January 26, 
11:30 AM-2:00 PM, in Room 10.  
The Christian Education Board will 
provide lunch at no cost for students 
and parents.  Sign up at the CE Cor-
ner in Fellowship Hall, call the 
church office at 882-4861, or email 
dmatthes@tfcucc.org no later than 
January 20.  You will not want to 
miss this opportunity to gain from 
Craig’s vast experience as a high 
school guidance counselor and pro-
fessional consultant.  Many families 
pay a great deal of money for such 
services; Craig generously offers his 
time and expertise to you as a mem-
ber of First Church.   
 

Pre-registration for this free 
luncheon seminar is a must. 

Christmas Pageant 
Sunday, December 15 

 

The Christmas Pageant will be held 
on December 15 during the 10:00 
service. Everyone is invited to come 
and enjoy this magical event.  It is a 
wonderful way to get into the spirit 
and to see the wonder of Christ’s 
birth through the eyes of a child. 
 

Children will proceed to the sanctu-
ary directly from their Sunday 
school classes to present the pag-
eant.  Following the pageant, parents 
should meet their children at their 
classrooms and escort them to the 
Sunday School Christmas Party in 
the dining room.  Parents are asked 
to bring a plate of finger foods to 
share (e.g., sandwiches, crackers and 
cheese, cookies, fruit). Beverages 
are provided by the Christian Educa-
tion Board. 

 

Sunday School 
 Food Drive 

Sunday, January 26 

The annual Sunday school food pro-
cession will be held on Sunday, Jan-
uary 26.  After the holidays, dona-
tions to food pantries plummet and 
their shelves are close to empty.  On 
January 26, children will bring their 
gifts forward to be dedicated in the 
sanctuary.  Adults, too, are invited to 
participate in this effort to help the 
hungry of the Greater Nashua com-
munity. 

 
Birthday Party for Baby Jesus 

Saturday, December 7, 1:00 – 3:00 PM 
 

Children three years of age through fifth 
grade are invited to come with their parents 
to the church dining room for this celebra-
tion of the birth of Jesus.  Birthday crafts, 
music, cake, a brief lesson led by Rev. Ken, 
and fun with friends will be enjoyed by all! 
 

Guests are always welcome to attend, so 
feel free to invite your non-member 
friends.  Plan on bringing a non-perishable 
food item as a gift to be shared with a local 
food bank.  
 

 Sign up by December 1 at Sign-Up Central 
or by contacting CE Board member Amanda 
Reichert or the church office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operation Elf for Sr. 
High Schoolers 

 

Sunday, December 15,  
11:30 AM – 4:00 PM 

 
Right after the 10 AM worship ser-
vice on Sunday, December 15, join 
us for lunch in the dining room fol-
lowed by shopping for Christmas 
gifts for a family in need and a scav-
enger hunt at Pheasant Lane Mall.  
 

We’ll return to the dining room to 
wrap presents and enjoy ice cream 
sundaes!  The event will conclude at 
4 PM.  In addition to having a great 
time with your friends, you’ll be 
helping needy children – and per-
forming hours of community service.  
Sign up at CE Corner in Fellowship 
Hall or by contacting Rev. Ken. 



 Notes from the Chancel                                                                 
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Tales of the “12 Days” 
 

Most everyone might recognize the 
“Carol” known as the “12 Days of 
Christmas.” – For years, I thought 
this was just a wonderful secular Car-
ol in our Christmas opus. But lo and 
behold, through the powers of the 
internet, and a post on Facebook 
through our church member Bill 
Thorp, I gained the following in-
formation….  
 

Not knowing whether this is a true 
“source” for the origins of the piece, 
it DOES allow us to consider the “12 
Days” a sacred Carol in our tradition! 
 

On the 1st day of Christmas, 
my true love gave to me: 
A Partridge in a pear tree 

JESUS CHRIST 
 

On the 2nd day… 
Two turtle doves 

OLD & NEW TESTAMENTS 
 

On the 3rd day… 
Three French Hens 

FAITH, HOPE and LOVE 
 

On the 4th day… 
Four calling birds 

GOSPELS OF 
MATTHEW, MARK,  

LUKE & JOHN 
 

On the 5th day… 
Five Golden Rings 

THE TORAH 
(FIRST FIVE BOOKS OF THE OT) 

 

On the 6th day… 
Six geese-a-laying 

SIX DAYS OF CREATION 
 

On the 7th day… 
Seven swans a swimming 

SEVENFOLD GIFTS OF  
THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Prophesy, Serving, Teaching,  
Exhortation, 

Contribution, Leadership and Mercy 
 

On the 8th day… 
Eight maids-a-milking 
THE BEATITUDES 

 

On the 9th day… 
Nine ladies dancing 

NINE FRUITS OF THE  
HOLY SPIRIT 

Love, Joy, Peace, Patience,  
Kindness, 

Goodness, Faithfulness,  
Gentleness, and Self-Control 

 

On the 10th day… 
Ten Lords-a-leaping 

TEN COMMANDMENTS 
 

On the 11th day… 
Eleven pipers piping 

ELEVEN FAITHFUL  
DISCIPLES 

 

On the 12th day… 
Twelve Drummers Drumming 

TWELVE POINTS OF BELIEF 
APOSTLE’S CREED 

 
Merry CHRIST-mas! 

 

May we all keep “Christ” at the 
forefront of Christmas! 

 

Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO 
Minister of Music 

 

 ___________________________ 
 

FRIDAYS AT FIRST 
Ushers in Advent 

 

The first three Fridays of Advent 
continue the tradition (started last 
year) of free 30-minute organ recit-
als at 12:15 PM. 
 

Join us as the First Music Concert 
Series hosts these three programs 
with the following regional organ-
ists: 
 

DECEMBER 6 
Joseph R. Olefirowicz 

The First Church (UCC) 
Nashua, NH 

 

DECEMBER 13 
Kenneth Grinnell 

Grace Episcopal Church 
Manchester, NH 

 

DECEMBER 20 
Michael Steven Lianos 
Cathedral of St. Patrick 

Norwich, CT 
 

All of First Music’s 2019/2020 sea-
son is underwritten by the  
FRIENDS of  FIRST MUSIC  
generous Anonymous donations, 
and the Huber and Spade Family 
Trusts. 
Music Outreach to our city, region, 
and beyond, with no economic bar-
riers! 

 

MUSIC AT FIRST  
In the News! 

 

It is a pleasure to inform the congre-
gation of two magazines which are 
prominently featuring the renovated 
pipe organ of The First Church, and 
a “shout out” to the State of New 
Hampshire about “rediscovering 
Christmas” at The First Church of 
Nashua through the eyes of the First 
Music Concert Series. 
 

In November 2019, our Anderson 
Memorial Organ was the cover fea-
ture on the international organ jour-
nal “THE DIAPASON” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Renowned organ photographer  
Len Levasseur spent several hours in 
our Sanctuary, photographing our 
grand 1926 façade and organ case.  
He provided stunning interiors shots 
for the article, which we are allowed 
to use in the future, especially on our 
website! 
 

We hope to display this article and 
its stunning photos after the Christ-
mas season for the congregation to 
see. 
 

The article is quite “academic” in its 
description of the restoration process 
and result of our 2015 reinstall of 
this magnificent instrument, but it is 
a wonderful chance for others to see 
what generous Stewardship towards 
a generous gift can do in the 21st 
Century! 
 

Tying in to that theme, there is a 
chance to see our Sanctuary featured 
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in another beautiful shot by Len Le-
vasseur, but this time in the Decem-
ber 2019 edition of New Hamp-
shire Magazine, now available on 
newsstands or by subscription! 
 

A stunning interior shot of our Sanc-
tuary in the magazine’s “603 In-
former” section, announces our four 
First Music programs in December 
(Fridays at First and Christmas at 
First) in a br ief ar ticle called SA-
CRED SPACE and encourages 
readers to “Rediscover Christmas at 
The First Church, Nashua” 
 

Many thanks to Rick Broussard, edi-
tor of NH Magazine for this shout 
out to our music ministry! 
 ____________________________ 
 

ADVENT GLOWS with  
Music of the season! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
There are so many opportunities to 
hear beautiful worship music this 
season! 
 

The contributions of multiple choirs 
and soloists (see the “Choirs in Wor-
ship” Schedule) will enhance our 
worship this Advent and Christmas 
Season.  
 

Many volunteers work ardently in 
rehearsals each week to bring their 
finest musical gifts to the Lord! 
 

In this busy season for all, if you see 
a choir member, vocal or bell choir, 
HUG a choir member and let them 
know you appreciate their hard work 
contributing to the worship life of 
our church! 
 

   ————————————— 
 
 

CHRISTMAS AT FIRST 
to feature  

DOUBLE brass! 
 

On December 22 at 9 and 11:00 AM, 
Fourth Advent worship services 
(lovingly called “Christmas Sun-
day” here at The First Church) will 
resound with a very special 
“Christmas at First” 
 

SINFONIA SACRA, a Chr istmas 
Cantata by nationally-recognized 
Boston composer Daniel Pinkham, 
offers the centerpiece of choral mu-
sic in worship that morning. Muddy 
Brook Brass will join the Chancel 
Choir of The First Church for  a 
memorable offering 
of this work for 
choir and “double 
brass ensemble” – 
which means there 
will be two brass 
ensembles which 
provide the accom-
paniment to the choir and the wor-
ship service that morning! 
 

Rounding out that choral offering 
will be the rarely heard Robert 
Washburn Gloria in Exclesis. – 
Also a celebration of the season for 
choir and a large brass ensemble. 
 

Bring the family and friends, and lets 
pack the church to the rafters for 
these festival services! 
 

 ____________________________ 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE with 
three music formats! 

 

As is our tradition, each one of our 
Christmas Eve (December 24) even-
ing services offer 
a different music 
experience in 
worship. 
 

The 5:00 PM 
service will fea-
ture CHAPEL 
CHIMERS and 
JOYFUL NOISE choirs, under the 
direction of Denise Buck and Cyn-
thia Bliss, for this early children’s 
service. 
 

The 7:00 PM candlelight service will 
feature our Grade 7-12 youth choir 
FIRST SCHOLA in a Lessons and 
Carols service.  They will be joined 
by alumnae from the choir who have 
moved onto college and beyond. 
 

The 11:00 PM candlelight service 
will feature the CHANCEL CHOIR  
in a service of Lessons and Carols, 
releasing in the early morning hours 
of Christmas morning! 
 

Always such a special time of year, 
here at The First Church! 

FIRST FOLK and the 
ALL-CHURCH CHOIR  

to sing on  
BAPTISM OF JESUS 

Sunday 
 

Right at the start of our New Year of 
2020, comes an exciting chance to 
come into the music ministry for one 
special worship project! 
 

On January 12, FIRST FOLK is 
joined by the ALL-CHURCH 
CHOIR (which is an ensemble 
where anyone is welcome to come in 
“just” for this project!) to offer two 
rousing anthems in worship, with 
quite the surprise in store! 
 

McDonald’s Down By The River-
side along with Raney’s I’ll Be With 
You will resound through the Sanc-
tuary that morning in a format “new” 
to First Folk and the All-Church 
Choir. 
 

We need everyone involved to be at 
rehearsals in the Music Room on the 
following Tuesday dates and times: 
 

December 10 at 7:00 PM 
December 17 at 7:00 PM 

(pick one or both) 
 

January 5 (Sunday) 
at 11:30 AM 

 

January 7 at 7:00 PM 
(Dress rehearsal – required) 

 

CONTACT the Music Office to reg-
ister to participate! We need a large 
SATB ensemble for this project! 
(603) 882-4861 – x15 
 

 ___________________ 
 

INTRA-WORSHIP 
Brunch on Christmas 

Sunday 
 

On December 22, between the 9:00 
and 11:00 AM Services, the Music 
Committee will host the Chancel 
Choir, its choral guests, Muddy 
Brook Brass and the morning’s usher 
team for a delicious Pot-Luck 
Brunch in the dining room. 
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December 2019 
 

Sunday, December 1 
1st Sunday of Advent/ 
Communion Sunday 

8:30    Elena Stabile, soprano 
10:00  Elena Stabile, soprano 
           Joyful Noise 
 

Sunday, December 8 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

8:30   Decibells, First Folk 
10:00 Decibells. First Folk 
 

Sunday, December 15 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

8:30 & 10:00  
   Nicole Plummer, mezzo soprano 
 

Sunday, December 22 
4th Sunday of Advent/ 
Christmas Sunday 

9:00 & 11:00 
   Chancel Choir 
   Muddy Brook Brass 
   Joseph R. Olefirowicz, conductor 
 

Tuesday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 

5:00pm     Chapel Chimers 
                 Joyful Noise 
7:00pm     First Schola 
11:00pm   Chancel Choir 
 

Sunday December 29 
1st Sunday after Christmas 

8:30  & 10:00 
   Janice Edwards, mezzo soprano 

 

 

 

 

January 2020 
 

Sunday, January 5 
2nd Sunday after Christmas/ 
Communion Sunday 

8:30 &10:00   
   Chancel Choir 
 

Sunday, January 12 
Baptism of Christ/ 
1st Sunday after Epiphany 

8:30 & 10:00   
   First Folk/All-Church Choir 
 

Sunday, January 19 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

8:30 & 10:00   
   Chancel Choir 
 

Sunday, January 26 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

8:30 & 10:00   
   Janet Poisson, soprano 

News From In-Reach 
 

The mission of In-Reach is to Reach In to our church family and provide op-
portunities for all generations so everyone feels welcome.  We are continually 
looking for new ideas to blend the welcoming mission.  If any of you have any 
ideas or feedback please do not hesitate to contact Sue Haas or any member of 
In-Reach.  
 

On January 12, In-Reach will host the annual French toast brunch. Join us in 
the dining room following the 10:00 service for good food and fellowship. 
Watch for the sign-ups at Sign-up Central. 
 

Also in January, we are planning a bake-it-forward Sunday.  This is an awe-
some opportunity to meet a member you do not know and afford them the op-
portunity to do the same! 
 

We are planning our next Family Game Day for March 19.  This activity was a 
huge success last year.  More details will follow, but for sure there will be 
wings and mac and cheese and a huge variety of board games, video games 
and families to meet and compete with!!  Stay tuned for more ideas. 

Meet our Newest  
Members 

 

Melanie Brooks was born and 
raised in New Brunswick, Canada.  
She has degrees from Gordon Col-
lege, UNH and Southern Maine.  
She taught in public schools until 
children arrived and now teaches at 
college level classes at Northeastern, 
Merrimack College and NCC in 
Nashua.  She is also a published au-
thor.  Melanie and Chris have a son 
and a daughter. In her free time, she 
likes to run and hike. 
 

Chris Brooks was born in Er ie, 
PA but spent most of his childhood 
in Connecticut.  Chris has degrees 
from Gordon College, the University 
of Maryland and UNH. He teaches 
social studies and Philosophy at 
Souhegan High School in Amherst. 
He also teaches Leadership and Eth-
ics full time at the college level.  
Chris is a pioneer leader in the state 
in his high school ethics education 
classes.  He likes to run and is an 
avid New England sports fan. 
 

Marion Hauck was born in Boston 
and was raised in Wakefield.  She 
has degrees from Colby College and 
Kathryn Gibbs Secretarial School.   
She married Andrew Peterson and 
they had three children.  She went 
back to work after the children were 
in high school.  She worked for 
Sanders and then at BBN in Little-
ton, MA for 4 years.  When her hus-
band passed she mentored to be-
come a special educator. She loves 
to work with children and crafts. 
Marion has 3 grandchildren and one 
great grandchild, with two more 
grandchildren on the way! 
 

Carol Kreick grew up in Battle 
Creek, MI.  She received her educa-
tion at Battle Creek Community 
College and then worked at the Uni-
versity of Michigan as a medical 
secretary for 3 years.  She and her 
husband, John, had three sons.  After 
she was finished being a taxi for her 
sons, she went back to Rivier Uni-
versity and received a degree in sec-
ondary education and Guidance and 
Counseling.  Carol has sat on many 
boards throughout the city, currently 

(Continued on page 11- New Members) 

Vespers on Break; to 
Resume in January 

 

Vespers worship services will re-
sume on January 21.  These weekly 
30-minute-long services begin at 
7:30 PM and feature a variety of 
worship experiences, including 
prayers, scripture readings, music, 
lessons, and discussion.  Services 
are held in the Shaw Chapel and are 
led by one of our ministers. 
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Special Mission  
Offering to be Received 

The Christmas Fund for the Veter-
ans of the Cross and Emergency 
Fund is a Special Mission Offering 
of the United Church of Christ that 
grants us an opportunity to recog-
nize and honor those who have 
served and continue to serve in lay 
and authorized ministries of the 
UCC.  The 
offering will 
be received 
on Sunday, 
December 22.  Offering envelopes 
are provided in this newsletter and 
will also be available in the pew 
racks on December 22. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

December Worship Schedule 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
December 1, 2019 
8:30am:  Worship 

10:00am:  Worship, Sunday School & nursery care 

 
Second Sunday of Advent 

December 8, 2019 
8:30am:  Worship  

10:00am:  Worship, Sunday School & nursery care 

 
Third Sunday of Advent 

December 15, 2019 
8:30am:  Worship  

10:00am:  Worship & Christmas Pageant  
during worship & nursery care 

 (Students need to be in classrooms by 9:30) 

 
Christmas Sunday 
December 22, 2019 

Christmas at First - Daniel Pinkham - Sinfonia Sacra 
9:00am:  Worship (no Sunday School; nursery care available) 
11:00am: Worship (no Sunday School; nursery care available) 

 
Christmas Eve 

Tuesday, December 24, 2019 
5:00pm:  Family Service 

7:00pm:  Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols 
11:00pm:  Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols 

 
December 29, 2019 

First Sunday after Christmas 
8:30am:  Worship 

10:00am:  Worship (no Sunday School or nursery care) 
 

Anne-Marie House 
Continues Search 

 

The Family Promise of Southern 
New Hampshire was recently noti-
fied that their lease at the Anne-
Marie House in Hudson, which ex-
pires at the end of this school year, 
will not be renewed.  This presents a 
great challenge for our ministry 
partner as they seek to continue 
providing shelter and their life-
changing program for children and 
their families while finding a new 
facility. 
 

Currently, Family Promise is look-
ing for both short- and long-term 
solutions that will enable them to 
continue their essential work in our 
community.  As the need for transi-
tional housing for families has 
grown dramatically in recent years, 
Family Promise is looking at a vari-
ety of options that would enable 
them to serve even more families 
than can currently be served at the 
Anne-Marie House.  The long-term 
goal is to buy an existing facility or 
property to develop that would ena-
ble Family Promise to house 20 
families at any one time   They are 
also looking at other facilities that 
would allow them to continue serv-
ing families in the interim.   
 

Please continue to pray for Family 
Promise and the families they serve 
in this time of transition, and look 
for updates in our monthly newslet-
ter. 
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POINSETTIA ORDER  

Help decorate the church for Christmas. Red and white poinsettias will be available to purchase for $11.00 per plant. 
Make checks payable to: The First Church with “flowers” in the memo line. Stop by the table after church on Sundays, 
December 8 and December 15 or mail in this form with your payment to the church office, by December 15, 2019. 

Name of Donor ______________________________________________   Telephone _______________________ 

HOW YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR DEDICATION TO APPEAR IN THE BULLETIN: 

In Honor of:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Memory of:___________________________________________________________________________ 

Other Message:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Given by (name, only - no message): _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Red________  White________ Will Take________ Will Leave For Shut-In________ Amount Enclosed__________ 

including the Adult Learning Center.  
Carol very recently lost her husband.  
Her hobbies, when, she may have 
time, are reading and playing bridge. 
 

Betty Schofield was born in Vir -
ginia and grew up in Ohio.  She re-
ceived her degree from Ohio State 
University and was a chemist for 
Borden Foods.  She then took com-
puter science classes and spent the 
next 30 years in IT.  She met her 
husband in high school when they 
were both in the band.  They have 
two sons. She currently sings in our 
Chancel Choir and with the Nashua 
Choral Society.  Betty loves to sew, 
knit and grow African violets. 
She and Cary have been married for 
41 years. 
 

Amanda Steere was born in Dal-
las, TX and grew up in Londonderry.  
She received her BA and MA de-
grees from Simmons. She has taught 
every grade 6-12.  Amanda is now at 
Southern New Hampshire University 
as a writing coach for online degrees.  
She and husband, John have a son.  
Her hobbies include reading, knitting 
and yoga.  Amanda is the grand-
daughter of a Methodist minister. 

(New Members—Continued from page 8) John Steere was born in CT and 
grew up in Wellesley, MA.  He re-
ceived his degrees from Washington 
College, Boston College and North-
eastern University.  John is a high 
school guidance counselor in 
Wellesley, MA.  John and Amanda 
met online, and so, have many mutu-
al friends.  His hobbies include run-
ning and reading and he is a huge 
soccer fan.  He ran his first half mar-
athon a couple of weeks before they 
joined the church.  Amanda and John 
were married in a snowstorm in 
2016! 
 

Welcome to all of you. Look for the 
new members’ pictures in the church 
directory.  

 

 

Men’s Monthly 
 Fellowship on Break 

 

Men’s Monthly Fellowship meets to 
enjoy dinner together and a time of 
fellowship on the second Thursday 
of most months at 7 PM  The group 
will not meet in December, but will 
meet on January 9.  Contact Rev. 
Ken or see the weekly bulletin for 
specific information about meeting 
themes and locations.  

 

Looking Ahead... 
French Toast Brunch 

Sunday, January 12, 2020 
 
 

 Chili Contest 
Sunday, February 2, 2020 

 
 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, February 9, 2020 
One service at 10:00 AM 

 

Speaking of the 
church directory... 
are you listed/
pictured? Please 
contact Lee Hauen-
stein or the church 
office for more in-
formation. 

 

The directory is an invaluable tool 
for all of us – congregation and staff, 
alike! 
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Return Service Requested 

Women’s Association 
 Yankee Swap & Potluck 

 

Monday, December 9, 2019 
6:00 PM, church dining room 

 

Join the fun! Sign up at Sign-up Central if you plan to 
attend. Participants are asked to bring a main dish, sal-
ad or dessert. Also, bring a gift valued at $10 or under 
for the Yankee swap. 
Contact Bea Dillaby or the church office for more in-
formation. 

See page 9 for the  
December Worship 

 Schedule. 

Christmas Pageant 
A Shepherd's Story  

 
December 15, 2019 

 

During the  
10:00 AM worship 

service 
 

See page 5 for more 
information. 

Order form on page 11. 

 
Birthday Party for  

Baby Jesus 
 

Saturday, December 7 
1:00 – 3:00 PM - dining room 

 

See page 5 for more  
information. 

 

https://tfcucc.org/

