
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Morning Worship 
Communion Sunday 

First Sunday in Advent 
 

 

December 1, 2019                                                                  8:30 & 10:00 AM 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

TOWER CHIMES                                         Jim Stone 
 

MEDITATION    
“Christ will come again in glory to judge the  
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.”  

            Line from the Nicene Creed 
 

PRELUDE  Praeludium in D minor           J. Pachelbel 
                                   (1653 – 1706) 
 

INTROIT   Light of Hope, Light of Peace          M. Patterson 
(10:00)            JOYFUL NOISE                           (*1969) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

Leader: May the joy of the advent season and hope in our Lord be with you! 
People: And also with you! 
Leader: Advent is expectation. The Christ who came, who comes again to be 

with us in every age and every place, and will come again to 
consummate his saving work begun at Bethlehem. 

People: He shall judge between nations, and arbitrate between many races; 
they shall beat the swords into ploughshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more. 

 

*HYMN #103   Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus      STUTTGART 
 

*OPENING PRAYER (Unison) 
You, O God, illumine our world with the light of a new day. Bring to us the light 
of Christ to dispel all darkness around us and within us. May the promise of his 
final coming give us hope living one day at a time for all t at is worth in  
Christ’s name. Amen.  

 

*GLORIA PATRI #513 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost 
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
  world without end, A-men, A-men. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:00) 
 



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE OF HOPE* 
Reader 1: O God, we light the first candle of Advent. 

(The first candle is lit.) 
Reader 2: We kindle it with hope.  We long for you to come to our world, 

to break through and reign with compassion, justice, and 
peace. 

Reader 1: The prophets also cried to God to tear open heaven and come 
down.  They called God's people to do right and to be 
refashioned like clay by God, the potter.  This Advent, we call 
out to God.  

People: Mighty God, creator of the world, break through all that keeps 
us from you.  We ask for your mercy and remake us in your 
image.  This Advent, visit us with your justice, love, and peace.  
Amen. 

 

GREETINGS 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS             Romans 13:11-14 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night 
is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on 
the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, 
not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

              Matthew 24:36-44 
“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the 
Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be 
left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be 
left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the 
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour. 
 

Pastor: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON   “Uncertain Certainties”      Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong 
 
 



RESPONSIVE PSALM 122 (10:00)  

The Psalm will be intoned once.  The Congregation sings the same 
Response, and then again at the “R” indication below. 

         CCLI#33034682     Source:  New Century Hymnal 
 

 

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH      A New Creed - United Church of Christ Canada 
Leader: We are not alone; we live in God’s world.  We believe in God: who  
  has created and is creating, who has come to us in Jesus, the Word  
  made flesh.  
People: We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 
Leader: Jesus has come to reconcile and make us new, to work in us and  
  others through God’s Spirit. 
People: We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 
Leader: We trust in God. We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God's  
  presence and to live with respect in Creation. 
People: We trust in God. 
Leader: We are called to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil. 

CCLI#3034682    Source:  New Century Hymnal 

R 

R 



People: We trust in God. 
Leader: We are called to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and  
  our hope. 
All:  In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.  We are 

not alone.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.           
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
God of light and life, you ask us to set aside the works of darkness by putting 
on the light of Christ. You ask us to be watchful and prepared for your coming. 
Forgive us when people do not see any evidence in your life in us. In this season 
of Advent, remind us that our lives can be a sign of hope for others facing 
despair and suffering. 
 

 A time of silence for personal confession. 
 

KYRIE # 545  Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us                J. Merbecke 
                     (1510 – 1585) 

  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ have mercy upon us; 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader: Merciful God, the one for whom we wait, is the very same who 

forgives us with his healing Word.  In Jesus Christ, our hearts and 
minds are freed from all that hinders us from loving God and loving 
our neighbor. In his name we are forgiven! 

People: Praise be to the Lord Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY  For my Soul is athirst for God      F. Kiel 
          from “The Star of Bethlehem”                 (1821 – 1885) 

       ELENA DeSTASIO STABILE, soprano   
 

*ADVENT DOXOLOGY            OLD HUNDRETH LM (altered) 
All praise, eternal Christ to Thee,         
Whose Advent sets Thy people free;  
once more upon Thy people shine,  
and fill the world with love divine.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
God of the Advent, as we joyfully enter this time of waiting, we long for that 
great day when everyone will know your everlasting peace. We wait hushed in 
anticipation of the coming of your Son.  He serves as the guide of our lives and 
the shepherd of our souls.  We hope to emulate his generosity and compassion 
as we share these gifts.  Use these gifts so others can be comforted with your 
love.  Amen. 

 



The Communion 
 

It is a tradition at First Church that we eat the bread and drink the cup together as the 

people of God renewing our covenant.  We serve grape juice and gluten free bread. 
 

Invitation, Sursum Corda and Communion Prayer 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Leader: Alpha and Omega, beginning and ending of all creation. In the days of 

Isaiah, you promised to lead all the nations to your holy mountain, and 
swallow up death forever. You have revealed the coming of a new 
heaven and new earth, in which every tear will be wiped from our eyes, 
and all will feast at your heavenly banquet. And so, with your saints now 
on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn, saying: 

 

Sanctus # 550                     S. Wesley 
                             (1766 – 1837) 

   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
   Heaven and earth are full of thy glory: 
   Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.  A-men. 
 

Leader: We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus took 
bread and having blessed it, He broke it and gave it to His disciples 
saying, “This is My body which is broken for you.  Do this in remembrance 
of Me.”  In the same way, Jesus also took the cup, after supper, saying, 
“This cup is of the new covenant in My blood. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  By eating of this bread and drinking this 
cup, we proclaim Christ’s death, celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and await 
Christ's coming again. 

People: Amen. Come, Christ Jesus! 
Leader: Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
Leader: Come, Holy Spirit, come. Bless this meal that we may taste how good You 

are. Open our eyes so that we may recognize the risen Christ in our midst, 
in each other, and in all for whom Christ died.  Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Bread 
    He Shall Feed His Flock Like a Shepherd      G. F. Händel 

    from “The Messiah”                  (1685 – 1759) 
 

 
 



Sharing of the Cup 
    Oh Thou, That Tellest Good Tidings to Zion  G. F. Händel 
          from “The Messiah”    
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 

*HYMN #104  Comfort, Comfort Ye My People           PSALM 4 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

 

POSTLUDE  Veni, Veni Emmanuel            G. Near 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel                          (*1942) 
 

 

We kindly ask those who are able to remain seated to listen to the Postlude. 
 

  OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

Extend the right hand of Christian fellowship and greet those near 
you after the service. Members, see that visitors meet the Ministers. 

 

 

* written by Sidney D. Fowler 
 
 

DEACON OF THE DAY:  Gary Lambert 
GREETERS:   Joseph and David Towle 
JOYFUL NOISE:  Cyndi Bliss, director 
************************************************************************* 

The flowers in the pulpit are given in loving 
memory of her husband, Lloyd, by Bernice Barnes. 

************************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP 
THE STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

************************************************************************* 

HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 
ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

************************************************************************* 

DVD RECORDINGS ARE MADE OF THE SERVICE AND 
ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR BORROWING. 

************************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

 



            Notes from the Chancel  
 

This Sunday, the First Sunday of Advent, themes of the season support the 
Communion liturgy this morning.  Today’s organ offerings and congregational 
music present centuries-old melodies that have become staples of liturgical 
music during Advent, across the world, and the Christian tradition.  
 

All adult choirs traditionally are given the “Thanksgiving weekend” off, so we 
welcome Elena DeStasio Stabile, Staff Singer in our Chancel Choir as soloist 
this morning, and our 2nd through 6th grade children’s choir Joyful Noise to 
worship this morning! 
 

In the Advent season, worship music takes on a slightly different tone, as we 
honor a time of transition and preparation twice a year: prior to Christmas and 
prior to Easter. – More joyous “keys” of music perhaps become more somber 
in the “minor” counterparts, as heard by our Prelude this morning, opening with 
a rousing Pedal (in the feet) solo on the Anderson Memorial Organ. This work, 
composed by Johann Pachelbel (of the “Canon in D” fame) is a wonderful 
standalone work showing “off” the organ, but also today serves to announce 
that the joy of Christ the King Sunday (the closing of the church year) has 
transitioned to a new Church Year beginning with the First Sunday of Advent.  
 

Our Opening Hymn was penned by Charles Wesley and published in his 
Hymns for the Nativity of our Lord in 1744. Though written by him, it was not 
widely included in “Methodist” hymnals until 1875, but has long since become 
a staple of Advent hymnody in the Mainline Protestant tradition. Its hymn tune 
is substantially older, coming from the late 14th century (1353), and first found 
in a Lutheran hymnbook (Psalmodia Sacra) around 1715. There is a lineage in 
that writer of this tune, adapted from the earlier melody, studied as well with 
Pachelbel’s music teacher. It was found initially in American hymnals in the mid-
19th century in Old Church Psalmody (1847), The National Psalmist (1848) and 
Hymns Ancient and Modern (1861). Quite the lineage, and still speaking today 
in the modern church. 
 

Our Closing Hymn stems from the mid 17th century, from one of the most 
influential hymnals in Germany during this period: Geistliche Singe-Kunst 
(spiritual song art). Based on Isaiah 40:1-8, it was originally written for St. John 
the Baptist Day (June 24, which plays a major role in German culture, as well 
as Freemason/Masonic tradition) but has long become associate with a 
proclamation of the Advent season. The pulsating organ ostinato (a repeating 
figure of music) of the improvised introduction brings our ears to a time long 
gone, but prepares us to sing this melody which has been in the Genevan 



Psalter since 1551. In France, this tune is used for a known setting of Psalm 
42, hence its hymntune name. The German tune name is FREU DICH SEHR, O 

MEINE SEELE (which means, rejoice greatly, o my soul). English adoption of this 
hymn in 1863 tried to place its irregular meter into a “4/2” pulse, but current 
harmonies and irregular rhythms stems from the 1565 setting of the hymn and 
tune in France, by Claude Goudimel. 
 

The Postlude is a meditative setting of a beloved Advent hymn tune, which we 
know as O Come O Come Emmanuel, but American composer Gerald Near. 
Near’s harmonic structure is rich and unique to his writing, and it is a pleasure 
offer his organ works to God’s praise, as well as have a few key anthems of his 
Opera in our choral library. 
 

 

Christian Education Corner 
Today in the Sunday School     December 1, 2019 
Today is the 1st Sunday of Advent and the liturgical color is purple. 
 
NURSERY CARE - The church nursery opens at 9:45 AM to care for children 
under the age of 3 during the 10:00 AM worship service.  Nursery coordinators 
are on hand to greet parents and explain the procedure for checking in and 
picking up your child. 
 

WHAT STUDENTS WILL BE LEARNING TODAY 

 3yr olds-2nd grade will learn about the Christmas Story. Luke 2:1-7 

 3rd-5th graders will finish their Unit on Advent with the story of the 
Wisemen. Luke 2:1-20 

 6th grade will rehearse for the Christmas pageant 

 MAD will remain in the sanctuary for worship and communion. 
 

All students will receive their Advent Calendars this morning. 
 

If you see a student in coffee hour, ask them what they learned in class today! 
 

NURSERY CAREGIVERS NEEDED - Adult volunteers are needed to join the 
team of caregivers in the nursery.  Volunteers serve on teams, rotating on duty 
every sixth Sunday. If you would like to spend some quality time with the 
youngest members of our church family, contact Diane Matthes at 882-4861 or 
dmatthes@tfcucc.org.  
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

All Boards meet tomorrow, December 2. The evening begins with worship 
at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary. 

++++ 

White Dove/Silver Dove Christmas Program Sign-ups continue today and 
next Sunday, December 8 (note the change!!) -  You may adopt a family or 
senior citizen on your own or join with another First Church individual or family 
to help make Christmas a little brighter for those in our community who might 
otherwise be alone and forgotten on this holiday.  If you cannot participate in 
the general program, donations of food are greatly appreciated. 
The gifts will be delivered on Sunday, December 22 (again, note the change) 
after the 11:00 AM service.  Help is needed to load cars and to deliver the gifts. 
Contact Carol Butler or the church office with any questions. 

++++ 

The Title 1 Thanksgiving Dinner was a huge success! THANK YOU to Rev. 
Ken and the 40+ volunteers who prepped food, cooked, set-up, served and 
cleaned up. It was a wonderful experience and the delicious meal was enjoyed 
by the Title 1 students, teachers, staff (and the church staff, too!).  

++++ 

The Women’s Association Christmas Pot Luck and Yankee Swap will be 
held on Monday, December 9 at 6:00 PM in the dining room.  Join the group 
for food, fun, fellowship and a Yankee Swap. Sign up at Sign-up Central. 
Contact Bea Dillaby or the church office for more information. 
 

 

Birthday Party for Baby Jesus 
Saturday, December 7, 1:00 – 3:00 PM 

Children three years of age through fifth grade are invited to come with their 
parents to the church dining room for this celebration of the birth of 
Jesus.  Birthday crafts, music, cake, a brief lesson led by Rev. Ken, and fun 
with friends will be enjoyed by all! 
 

Guests are always welcome to attend, so feel free to invite your non-member 
friends.  Plan on bringing a non-perishable food item as a gift to be shared 
with a local food bank.  
 

Sign up by TODAY at Sign-Up Central or by contacting CE Board member 
Amanda Reichert or the church office. 
 

 

 

 



Lunch Bunch - There will be a Lunch Bunch reunion on Wednesday, 
December 11 at 12:30 PM at the Homestead Restaurant in Merrimack.  Those 
who wish to carpool can meet in the church parking lot at 11:40.  All women - 
friends and members - of First Church are welcome. Please contact Arlene 
Richmond or the church office to reserve a spot. 

++++ 

The Stewardship Committee requests that you please return your pledge 
card as soon as possible.  Cards are available at the back of the sanctuary 
and in Fellowship Hall. 
ACH-Direct Deposit Pledgers, please be sure to submit your 2020 pledge cards 
to let us know if your transactions remain the same or if there are any changes 
or updates you wish to make.  Contact Dianne Smigliani in the church office if 
you have any questions.  

++++ 

Poinsettias for Christmas Sunday will be on sale on December 8 and 15. 
Stop by the table in Fellowship Hall to place your order or mail in the form found 
in the December/January newsletter. 

++++ 

Annual Mitten Tree Drive - At the start of the new year we will be collecting 
mittens to benefit the children at three of our neighborhood schools:  Mt. 
Pleasant Elementary, Broad St. Elementary and Adult Learning Center Day 
Care.  All children sizes are needed. They may be handmade or purchased. 
For further information, contact Susan Testa or the church office.  

++++ 

Do you have an interest in history? How about the history of First Church? 
We are looking for a team to help organize the archives room. Contact Erin 
Almeda, Kathryn Bell or the church office for more information.  

++++ 

First Folk and All-Church Choir to Sing on Baptism of Jesus Sunday - On 
January 12, First Folk is joined by the All-Church Choir (an ensemble where 
anyone is welcome to come in “just” for this project!).  Rehearsals will be held 
in the Music Room on the following dates and times:  
Tuesdays, December 10 and December 17 at 7:00 PM (pick one or both) 
Sunday, January 5, at 11:30 AM 
Tuesday, January 7 at 7:00 PM (Dress rehearsal – required) 
Contact Joseph, in the Music Office to register to participate.  We need a large 
SATB ensemble for this project! 
 
 
 
 



 
Outreach Focus of the Month for November: Front Door Agency 

Front Door Agency offers support and provides services to assist individuals 
and families transition from crisis to self-sufficiency. The core programs of this 
agency are: Housing Stability, Transformational Housing, Financial Literacy, 
and the Holiday Santa Program.  Outreach will be collecting toilet paper, paper 
towels, basic cleaning supplies, laundry detergent, and new pillows and bath 
towels for families moving in.  There is a collection bin at the Outreach table for 
the month of November. Thank you for your donations!! 

 
Holiday Program 

Donations of Gift Cards for Teens - Teenagers are often left out of the holiday 
gift purchase and gift cards to the movies, fast food and the mall make great 
gifts! 
 
 
Membership - A membership informational meeting will be held on January 5 
at 11:30 AM for those wishing to become members of our faith community. 
Folks will be received into membership on January 12.  Contact Sue in the 
church office to register. 

++++ 

Year-End Reminder!  All contributions for the 2019 tax year must be in the 
church office by December 31, 2019 or mailed in letter postmarked December 
31, 2019.  
Contact Dianne Smigliani with any questions. 

++++ 
New Church Cancellation Policy - In the event of inclement weather, a power 
outage, or severe weather advisory, First Church may cancel the First Service, 
Sunday School, or All Services. Please visit the church webpage 
(www.tfcucc.org), or Facebook Page (First Church Nashua UCC) for any 
cancellation notices. You can also check media outlets WMUR Channel 9, or 
WZID 95.7 under the heading First Church Nashua. The notifications will read 
as follows: First Service Cancelled or Sunday School Cancelled or All Services 
Cancelled and will be announced by 6am on the Sunday in question. 

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, December 8, 2019 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

8:30 & 10:00   Decibells & First Folk 
 
 



Church Happenings and Outreach - Ongoing 
 

Bereavement Calendar - The church office keeps a bereavement calendar to 
help us better remember and celebrate the lives of church members, friends, 
and loved ones who have recently passed away.  If your family experiences a 
loss, please contact the church office so that we can be sure to include you in 
our prayers and our records. 

++++ 

Bible, Friends, and Coffee Bible Study meets every Monday, 9:30-11:00 
AM in room 15, in the Walker Building.  Rev. Andy and Rev. Ken facilitate the 
discussion group.  No sign-up is required.  If you have a Bible, bring it; if not, 
one will be supplied for you. 

++++ 

Caregivers Support Group meets on the second Thursday of the month at 
3:00 PM in the library in the Walker Building.  Contact Rev. Jami for more 
information. 

++++ 

Chapel Vespers is on break and will resume on January 14. 
++++ 

Coffee with Ken meets every Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 at Riverwalk Café.  Join 
him for a cup of coffee and casual conversation. 

++++ 

The Empty Nest Fellowship meets on the third Thursday of the month at 
7:00 PM.  The group will not meet in December. Watch the bulletin for 
information about the January gathering. 

++++ 

End 68 Hours of Hunger provides bags of food weekly to local elementary 
school children who would otherwise not have food over the weekend.  The 
following items are needed: nutritional cereal, canned soup/pasta, 18oz. plastic 
peanut butter, 20 oz. plastic jelly, canned tuna/chicken, small cans of fruit, 
boxes of macaroni and cheese, ramen noodles (no cups), nutrition bars.  
Collection boxes are set up in Fellowship Hall. 

++++ 

First Church serves dinner at the Nashua Soup Kitchen on the third 
Tuesday and fourth Friday of the month from 4:00-6:00 PM.  New volunteers 
are always welcome to participate in this simple, but important outreach 
ministry.  To serve on a Tuesday please contact Patricia Cooper, 
cooper.patricia620@gmail.com or 566-1826.  If you are interested in helping on 
a Friday, please call Cindy Staradub, 888-9561.   
 
 



The Giving Card offers an option for those folks who give electronically or 
monthly to symbolically participate in the offering.  Cards can be found in the 
pews and in the basket at the back of the sanctuary.  Simply place it in the 
offering plate. 

++++ 

Men’s Breakfast Group meets every Thursday morning at 7:30 AM at the 
Pine Street Eatery, 136 Pine St., Nashua. Contact Ken Chapman, 521-7169, 
for more information. 

++++ 

Men’s Monthly Fellowship meets on the second Thursday at 7:00 PM.  The 
group will not meet in December. Watch the bulletin for a topic and location for 
the January gathering. 

++++ 

Men’s Midweek group is on break and will resume on January 22.  
++++ 

The Men’s Munchers meet on the first Tuesday of the month at noon for 
lunch and fellowship.  On December 3, the group will dine at Doubletree, 2 
Somerset Pkwy., Nashua.  All men of the church and their guests are 
welcome.  Contact Ken Chapman, 521-7169, for more information.  

++++ 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry – Knitters and crocheters are invited to work on 
prayer shawls at home.  Contact Karen Bianchi, 603-897-0788 or Laurel Lang 
603-465-3372 to see how you can be involved in this simple, but meaningful 
ministry. 

++++ 
Pulpit Flowers – If you would like to provide flowers for the pulpit, please sign 
up on the chart in Fellowship Hall.  Flower arrangements can be purchased 
from your favorite florist or can be created from flowers you’ve purchased or 
grown.  Register on the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall or call the church office. 

++++ 

The Visitation Ministry meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 1:30 
PM in room 10 in the Walker Building. Please contact Rev. Jami for more 
information. 

++++ 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality Group - Join Rev. Jami on the 2nd & 4th 
Sundays (11:30 AM) or on the following Thursdays (6:30 PM) of each month.  
Topics presented will be the same at both sessions each week.  Feel free to 
bring your own lunch or dinner.  We will meet in the dining room (unless notified 
otherwise).  The next sessions will be held on December 8 and 12.  
 
 
 



 

Community Events 
 

Holiday and Christmas books needed - Nashua Chief of Police Michael 
Carignan is gathering holiday and Christmas books to share with families in 
need through The Arlington Street Community Center.  They are sharing books 
along with tree for 80-100 Nashua families. Please leave books in the marked 
bin in Fellowship Hall, by Friday December 6. 

++++ 

Granite State Organizing Project (GSOP) – December 16 - 6:00 PM - Adult 
Learning Center, 4 Lake Street Nashua -We are a faith-based group that 
addresses immigrant issues affecting our brothers and sisters, hunger, and 
poverty.  All are welcome. 

++++ 

Interfaith Prayer Vigils: December 3 and 17 – 9:00 AM - Norris Cotton 
Federal Building, 275 Chestnut Street Manchester - Join us for prayer, song 
and the Jericho Walk. 

++++ 

What’s Happening at NHCUCC 
The New Hampshire Conference of the UCC has seven mission groups who 
meet monthly to address issues of social justice in our churches and 
communities.  
Environmental Stewardship Mission  Monday, December 2:  3-5 PM 
Justice & Witness Ministry   Tuesday, December 3:  3-5 PM 
Immigrant & Refugee Support Group Thursday, December 5:  10-Noon 
Peace with Justice Advocates Mission Wednesday, December 11:  10-Noon 
Racial Justice Mission Group   Thursday, December 12:  6-8 PM 
 
Meetings are held at the New Hampshire Conference, UCC, 140 Sheep Davis 
Rd, Pembroke, NH 03275. 
 
 

New Hampshire Conference, UCC Advent Open House 
Wednesday, December 11, 1:00-3:00 PM - Whittemore Room  

Please join us for an afternoon of music, food, and fellowship! 
 

 
 
 
 
 



THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH 
 

SUN DEC 01   8:30am  Worship 
9:15am  Chapel Chimers 

       10:00am  Worship, Sunday School & Child Care 

 
MON DEC 02   9:30am  Bible, Friends and Coffee, Rm 15 
    5:30pm  Sub Property Management Rm 10 
    6:00pm  Safe Church, Rm 9 
    7:00pm  All Boards 
        
TUE DEC 03         10:00am  Staff Meeting, Rm 10 
          12:00pm  Men’s Munchers 
    3:00pm  Joyful Noise 
    6:00pm  First Schola 
     7:00pm  First Folk; Radio Club, Nauss Hall 
 
WED DEC 04   9:30am  RELAX, dining room 

12:00pm NAIC, Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints 

                    1:30pm  Coffee with Ken, Riverwalk Café 
    5:00pm  Cooking Matters, kitchen & dining room 

    6:45pm  Chancel Choir 
 
THU DEC 05   7:30am  Men’s Breakfast, Pine St Eatery 
          10:00am  Thrift Shop 
    7:00pm  Decibells 
 
FRI DEC 06         12:15pm  Fridays at First, Sanctuary 
    2:30pm  Hunt Communion 
 
SAT DEC 07         10:00am  Chancel Choir 
          11:00am  Sisters in Sobriety Rm 15 
          12:00pm  Birthday Party for Jesus, dining room 

 

 

 

 

 



 

December Worship Schedule 

 
 First Sunday of Advent - December 1, 2019 

8:30am:  Worship  
10:00am:  Worship, Sunday School & Childcare 

 
Second Sunday of Advent - December 8, 2019 

8:30am:  Worship 
10:00am:  Worship, Sunday School & Childcare 

 
Third Sunday of Advent - December 15, 2019 

8:30am:  Worship  
10:00am:  Worship & Christmas Pageant (during the service) 

 
Christmas Sunday - December 22, 2019 

Christmas at First  - Daniel Pinkham – Sinfonia Sacra 
9:00am:  Worship (no Sunday School; nursery care available) 
11:00am: Worship (no Sunday School; nursery care available) 

 
Christmas Eve - Tuesday, December 24, 2019 

5:00pm:  Family Service 
7:00pm:  Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols 
11:00pm:  Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols 

 
December 29, 2019 - First Sunday after Christmas 

8:30am & 10:00am:  Worship (no Sunday School or nursery care) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Coordinator of Christian Education, Diane E. Matthes, dmatthes@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 
 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church please 

seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in 

November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month 

and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every 

member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:  9:00 AM-Noon and 1:00-4:00 PM, Mon – Fri 

Sunday:  8:00 AM-Noon (closed during the 10:00 service) 
 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 

Find us on Facebook 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchNashua?ref=ts&fref=ts

