
  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational – United Church Of Christ 
 

† 
 

Gathered December 16, 1685 

 
 
 
 

“No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 
 

 



Morning Worship 
First Sunday after Christmas 

 

 

December 29, 2019                 8:30 AM & 10:00 AM 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

TOWER CHIMES (10:00)                                                Jim Stone 
 

MEDITATION   
   “Never place a period where God has placed a comma.”  --Gracie Allen 

 

PRELUDE  God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen                      M. Roberts 
                          (1912 – 2004) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    
Leader: Praise God, all who dwell on this earth.  Praise God in the heights 

and depths of life. 
People: We will recount the deeds of God.  Surely God has shown us 

goodness and mercy. 
Leader: Praise God, sun and moon and stars.  Praise God, fire and hail, snow 

and frost. 
People: Men and women, young and old, together:  Let us praise and honor 

our Creator. 
Leader: Let God’s name be praised and exalted.  God’s glory is above heaven 

and earth. 
All: By God’s steadfast love, we are drawn to worship.  Our gracious 

Savior leads us in new ways. 
 

*HYMN #127  Christians, Awake, Salute the Happy Morn        YORKSHIRE 
 

*OPENING PRAYER (Unison) 
Redeemer of all who put their trust in you, we seek your presence here.  Only 
our own attitudes can separate us from you.  Re-create us in your own image 
so we may be true to your intentions for us and in tune with your purposes for 
our life together.  In our times of distress, pour out your pity and your love that 
we may know we are not alone.  Lift us up and carry us when our strength fails.  
Now, in the midst of this congregation, we would praise you and honor your 
name.  Amen. 

 

*PRAISE 132  O Come, Let Us Adore Him               ADESTE FIDELIS 
    O Come, let us adore him (3x) 

Christ, the Lord. 
 

GREETINGS 
 



CHILDREN’S STORY (10:00) 
 

BAPTISM (10:00) 

   
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS                   Isaiah 63:7-9 
I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of the 
LORD, because of all that the LORD has done for us, and the great favor to the 
house of Israel that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to 
the abundance of his steadfast love.  For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
children who will not deal falsely”; and he became their savior in all their 
distress.  It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved them; in 
his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them 
all the days of old. 

                                        Matthew 2:13-23 
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.”  Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 
Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod.  This was to fulfill what had 
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my 
son.” 
When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, 
and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two 
years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise 
men.  Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:  
“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping 
for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.”  Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel.  But 
when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there.  And after being warned in a dream, he went 
away to the district of Galilee.  There he made his home in a town called 
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, 
“He will be called a Nazorean.” 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 



SOLO   O Holy Night                    A. Adam 
                    JANICE EDWARDS, mezzo soprano              (1803 - 1856) 
 
 

SERMON   “Holy Dreaming Josephs”                     Rev. Ken McGarry 
 
 

*HYMN #134  O Little Town of Bethlehem                        ST. LOUIS 
 
 

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
*RESPONSIVE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH -- UCC Statement of Faith 

                          (As a Doxology) 
Leader: We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, God of our Savior Jesus 

Christ and our God, and to your deeds we testify: 
People: You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own image, and 

set before each one the ways of life and death. 
Leader: You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. 
People: You judge people and nations by your righteous will declared through 

prophets and apostles. 
Leader: In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, 

you have come to us and shared our common lot, conquering sin and 
death and reconciling the world to yourself. 

People: You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the 
church of Jesus Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, 
tongues, and races. 

Leader: You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, 
to be your servants in the service of others, to proclaim the gospel to 
all the world and resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ's baptism 
and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and victory. 

People: You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins and fullness of 
grace, courage in the struggle for justice and peace, your presence 
in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in your realm which has no end. 

All:  All:  Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 



OFFERTORY  Love Came Down at Christmas                          E. Thiman 
                              (1900 - 1975) 
 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                               OLD HUNDRETH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
Awesome God, when we recount your gracious deeds and praiseworthy acts, 
we want to imitate them.  Because of your mercy and favor and the abundance 
of your steadfast love, we are moved to respond.   Thank you for the gift of life, 
for all you have entrusted to us, for your watchful care over us, for surrounding 
us with love when loss and suffering overwhelm us.  It is when we give with 
generous hearts that we begin to understand how much we have been given.  
Thank you, God.  Amen. 
 

*HYMN #122  God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen          GOD REST YOU MERRY 
 

*BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE  Joy to the World                   C. Phillips 
                     (b. 1961) 
 
 

We kindly ask those who are able to remain seated to listen to the Postlude. 
 

 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

Extend the right hand of Christian fellowship and greet those near 
 you after the service. Members, see that visitors meet the Ministers.  

 

DEACON OF THE DAY:  Kimberly Lynch 
GREETERS:  Mark and Vera Bourgeois 
GUEST ORGANIST:  William Ness 
USHER IN CHARGE:  Kay Potfora 
************************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE 
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

************************************************************************* 
HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 

ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

************************************************************************* 
DVD RECORDINGS ARE MADE OF THE SERVICE AND 

ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR BORROWING. 

************************************************************************* 

Have you remembered First Church in your will? 



Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

There is no Sunday school or childcare this morning. Sunday school classes will 
resume on Sunday, January 5, 2020. 

++++ 

Thank you to the group of folks who decorated the sanctuary with poinsettias for 
Christmas: Bernice Barnes and her daughter, Diane; Beth Bartlett; Barbara 
Shannon, Mike Shannon, Kay Potfora, and Dennis Webster. 

++++ 

The Stewardship Committee requests that you please return your pledge card 
as soon as possible.  Cards are available at the back of the sanctuary and in 
Fellowship Hall. 
ACH-Direct Deposit Pledgers, please be sure to submit your 2020 pledge cards to 
let us know if your transactions remain the same or if there are any changes or 
updates you wish to make.  Contact Dianne Smigliani in the church office if you have 
any questions.  

++++ 

The thrift shop will be closed on Thursday, January 2. The shop will be open for 
business on Thursday, January 9, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM. 

++++ 

Membership - A membership informational meeting will be held on January 5 at 
11:30 AM for those wishing to become members of our faith community. Folks will 
be received into membership on January 12.  Contact Sue in the church office to 
register. 

++++ 

French Toast Brunch - Sunday, January 12, 2020, following the 10:00 service, in 
the dining room.  Join us for this fun afternoon of food (that you don’t have to cook) 
and fellowship.  Enjoy Fruit Salad, Cranberry Apple French Toast, Apple Raisin 
French Toast, (Gluten Free option available, only if requested in advance). Sign up 
today at Sign-up Central.  If you are available to help set up, serve or clean up, please 
sign your name to our Volunteer Sign-up Sheet located at Sign-Up Central. 
Contact Dianne S. in the church office with any questions or for more information. 

++++ 

Annual Mitten Tree Drive - At the start of the new year we will be collecting mittens 
to benefit the children at three of our neighborhood schools:  Mt. Pleasant 
Elementary, Broad St. Elementary and Adult Learning Center Day Care.  All 
children’s sizes are needed. They may be handmade or purchased. For further 
information, contact Susan Testa or the church office.  

++++ 

Helping Hands Volunteers – If you can spare a couple of hours once a month to 
help our sexton, Bruce Lund, with various projects around the church, please sign 
up at Sign-up Central. This fellowship group will meet every third Wednesday of the 
month from 9:00 AM-Noon, starting on January 15. This group is open to men and 
women! For more information, call the church office or Bill Thompson. 



Do you have an interest in history? How about the history of First Church? We are 
looking for a team to help organize the archives room. Contact Erin Almeda, Kathryn 
Bell or the church office for more information.  

++++ 

Year-End Reminder!  All contributions for the 2019 tax year must be in the church 
office by December 31, 2019 or mailed in letter postmarked December 31, 2019. 
Contact Dianne Smigliani with any questions. 

++++ 

First Folk and All-Church Choir to Sing on Baptism of Jesus Sunday, January 
12.  The All-Church Choir is an ensemble where anyone is welcome to come in “just” 
for this project!  Rehearsals continue in the Music Room on the following dates and 
times:  
Sunday, January 5, at 11:30 AM; 
Tuesday, January 7 at 7:00 PM (Dress rehearsal – required) 
Contact Joseph in the Music Office to register to participate.  We need a large SATB 
ensemble for this project! 

++++ 

Biddeford Retreat Reminder: the balance is due by January 15, 2020.  
Scholarships are available.  For more information, contact Sue in the church office. 

++++ 

Annual Reports are due! Board and Committee Chairs, please send your reports 
to Sue by January 15, 2020.  

++++ 

New Church Cancellation Policy - In the event of inclement weather, a power 
outage, or severe weather advisory, First Church may cancel the First Service, 
Sunday School, or All Services. Please visit the church webpage (www.tfcucc.org), 
or Facebook Page (First Church Nashua UCC) for any cancellation notices. You can 
also check media outlets WMUR Channel 9, or WZID 95.7 under the heading First 
Church Nashua. The notifications will read as follows: First Service Cancelled or 
Sunday School Cancelled or All Services Cancelled and will be announced by 6am 
on the Sunday in question. 

++++ 

Winter parking reminder - Use caution when parking along the north side of the 
church building. Heed the posted signs. Falling snow and ice can cause damage to 
your cars! 

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, January 5, 2020 
2nd Sunday after Advent/ Communion Sunday 
8:30 and 10:00   Chancel Choir 
 
 
 
 



Church Happenings and Outreach - Ongoing 
 

Bereavement Calendar - The church office has created a bereavement calendar to 
help us better remember and celebrate the lives of church members, friends, and 
loved ones who have recently passed away.  If your family experiences a loss, please 
contact the church office so that we can be sure to include you in our prayers and 
our records. 

++++ 

The Bible, Friends, and Coffee Bible Study is on break and will resume on 
Monday, January 27, 2020. 

++++ 

The Caregiver’s Support Group meets on the second Thursday of the month at 
3:00 PM in the library in the Walker Building.  Please contact Rev. Jami for more 
information. 

++++ 

Chapel Vespers is on break and will resume on Tuesday, January 14. 
++++ 

Coffee with Ken will resume on Wednesday, January 15, 1:30- 3:30 PM.  
++++ 

Empty Nest Fellowship will meet on January 16. Stay tuned for more information. 
++++ 

End 68 Hours of Hunger provides bags of food weekly to local elementary school 
children who would otherwise not have food over the weekend. The following items 
are needed: Individually packaged snacks such as granola bars, cookies/crackers, 
microwave popcorn, Canned Soup, Peanut Butter 18 oz. plastic, Jelly 20 oz. plastic 
squeeze bottles, Boxes of Instant Oatmeal, Cans of fruit (not applesauce), Crackers 
(Ritz or Graham), Hot Chocolate or Carnation Instant Breakfast packets 

++++ 

First Church serves dinner at the Nashua Soup Kitchen on the third Tuesday 
and fourth Friday of the month from 4:00-6:00 PM.  New volunteers are always 
welcome to participate in this simple, but important outreach ministry.  To serve on a 
Tuesday please contact Patricia Cooper or the church office.  If you are interested in 
helping on a Friday, please contact Cindy Staradub or the church office.   

++++ 

The Giving Card offers an option for those folks who give electronically or monthly 
to symbolically participate in the offering.  Cards can be found in the basket at the 
back of the sanctuary.  Simply place it in the offering plate. 

++++ 

In-Reach Meals Team - Home cooked meals bring much healing to people as they 
recuperate.  For when I was sick, you looked after me. Mt. 25:36.   If you would like 
to help provide meals to parishioners who are temporarily in need, please register at 
Sign-Up Central and offer meals as you are able. 
 



The Men’s Breakfast Group meets every Thursday morning at 7:30 AM at the 
Pine Street Eatery, 136 Pine St., Nashua. Contact Ken Chapman or the church 
office for more information. 

++++ 

The Mid-Week Men’s Group is on break and will resume on January 22.  
++++ 

The Men’s Monthly Fellowship Group will meet on January 16. Stay tuned for more 
information. 

++++ 

The Men’s Munchers meets on the first Tuesday of the month at noon for lunch 
and fellowship.  On January 7, the group will dine at Country Tavern, 452 Amherst 
St., Nashua. All men of the church and their guests are welcome.  Contact Ken 
Chapman or the church office for more information.  

++++ 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry – Knitters and crocheters are invited to work on prayer 
shawls at home.  Contact Karen Bianchi, Laurel Lang, or the church office to see 
how you can be involved in this simple, but meaningful ministry. 

++++ 

Pulpit Flowers – If you would like to provide flowers for the pulpit, please sign up on 
the chart in Fellowship Hall.  Flower arrangements can be purchased from your 
favorite florist or can be created from flowers you’ve purchased or grown.  Register 
on the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall or call the church office. 

++++ 

The Visitation Ministry meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 1:30 PM in 
room 10 in the Walker Building. Please contact Rev. Jami for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Community Events 
 

Black Heritage Trail of NH – Elinor Williams Hooker Expanded Tea Talk Series 
In the Beginning, There Was the Word 

Sunday, January 12, 2020 - Chandler Memorial Wing, Nashua Public Library 
 A panel of theologians will explore the relationship between church, race, and state 
and the role the church could play in healing the soul of the nation. Sponsored by: 
NH Humanities, Outreach for Black Unity, and Greater Nashua NAACP 

++++ 

Granite State Organizing Project (GSOP) – January 20 - 6:00 PM - Adult Learning 
Center, 4 Lake Street Nashua -We are a faith-based group that addresses immigrant 
issues affecting our brothers and sisters, hunger, and poverty.  All are welcome. 

++++ 

Interfaith Prayer Vigils: January 7 & 21 – 9:00 AM - Norris Cotton Federal Building, 
275 Chestnut Street Manchester - Join us for prayer, song and the Jericho Walk. 

++++ 

What’s Happening at NHCUCC 
The New Hampshire Conference of the UCC has seven mission groups who meet 
monthly to address issues of social justice in our churches and communities.  

Immigrant & Refugee Support Group Thursday January 2:  10-noon 
Environmental Justice Mission   Monday January 6:  3- 5 PM 
Justice and Witness Ministries  Tuesday January 7:  3-5 PM 
Peace with Justice Advocates Mission Wednesday January 8: 10-noon 
Racial Justice Mission Group  Thursday January 9:  6-8 PM 
ONA (Open and Affirming)   Wednesday January 15:  6-8 PM 

 
Meetings are held at the New Hampshire Conference, UCC, 140 Sheep Davis Rd, 
Pembroke, NH 03275. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH 
 

SUN DEC 29  8:30am  Worship  
           10:00am  Worship - No Sunday School or Childcare 

 
WED JAN 01     Office Closed 
 
THU JAN 02  7:30am  Men’s Breakfast 

     6:45pm  Chancel Choir 
 

FRI JAN 03  2:30pm  Hunt Communion  
 

SAT JAN 04        11:00am  Sisters in Sobriety 
 
 

++++ 

 
Looking ahead… 

 

January 1:   Church office closed 
January 6:   All Boards 
January 12:  French Toast Brunch 
January 13:   February Newsletter Deadline 
January 15:   Annual Reports due  

Biddeford Retreat final payments due 
January 20:  Martin Luther King, Jr Day, Church Office closed 
January 24-26:  Biddeford Retreat 
January 26:  College Seminar 
February 2:  Chili Contest 
February 9:  Annual Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Coordinator of Christian Education, Diane E. Matthes, dmatthes@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org 

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church 

please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and 

committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:  9:00 AM-Noon and 1:00-4:00 PM, Mon – Fri 

Sunday:  8:00 AM-Noon (closed during the 10:00 service) 
 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 

Find us on Facebook 
 


