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Morning Worship 
Communion Sunday 

Epiphany Sunday 
 

 

January 5, 2020                                                                  8:30 & 10:00 AM 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

TOWER CHIMES                   Norma MacKinley Smith 
 

MEDITATION   
“There are two kinds of people: those who say to God, 'Thy will be done,' 
and those to whom God says, 'All right, then, have it your way.”    C.S. Lewis 

 

PRELUDE  Étoile du soir   (Stars of Night)         L. Vierne 

           Pièces de Fantaisie – Troisième suite               (1870 – 1937) 
           Opus 54, No. 3  
 

INTROIT   The Lord Is In His Holy Temple     F. R. Lund 

(10:00)         CHANCEL CHOIR                            (*1938) 
 

                  Composer-In-Residence 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

Leader: Arise, shine, for your light has come! The glory of the Lord has risen 
upon us. 

People: Let us praise the Lord together.  
Leader: The sun shall no longer be our light by day, nor will the brightness of  
  the moon shine on us, for the Lord will be our light, and our God will  
  be our glory. 
People: The Lord will be our everlasting light, and our days of sorrow will end. 
All:  Come, let us sing to our light and salvation! 

 

*HYMN #143  We Three Kings of Orient Are       KINGS OF ORIENT 

                     American, 19th century 
 

*INVOCATION (Unison) 
Almighty God, You gave Your Son, Jesus Christ, to be the light of the world.  
Your saving love is for all people and we praise your name.  With those of old 
who brought their tribute to the manger, confessing Christ as their newborn 
King, we now present the worship of our grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.  Amen. 

 

*GLORIA PATRI #513 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost 
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
  world without end, A-men, A-men. 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:00) 
 

GREETINGS 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS            Ephesians 3:1-6  
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles— for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace 
that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to 
perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this 
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his 
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow 
heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. 
 

                           Matthew 2:1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; 
for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come 
a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the 
wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then 
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” 
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

Pastor: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL RESPONSE Thanks Be to Thee           T. Tallis 
                                      (1505 – 1585) 
 

SERMON   “Seekers and Settlers”       Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong 
 

 



RESPONSIVE PSALM 147 (10:00)  

The Psalm will be intoned once.  The Congregation sings the same 

Response, and then again at the “R” indication below. 

  Response 

 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison)                      Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through Him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation He came down 
from Heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became 
truly human.  For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered 
death and was buried.  On the third day He rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; He ascended into Heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His 
Kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the 

12Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! Praise 

your God, O Zion! 
 

13For God strengthens the bars of your 

  gates;  

      God blesses your children within 

      you. 
 

14God grants peace within your borders; 

    God fills you with the finest of 

    wheat. 
 

15God sends out a command to the earth; 

      God’s word runs swiftly. R 
 

16God gives snow like wool; 

     God scatters frost like ashes. 

 
 

17God hurls down hail like crumbs— 

      who can stand before God’s cold? 
 

18God sends out a word, and melts them; 

     God makes a wind blow, and the 

     waters flow. 
 

19God declares the word to Jacob,  

      and declares God’s statutes and  

      ordinances to Israel. 
 

20God has not dealt thus with any other  

   nation; they do not know God’s  

   ordinances.  

      Praise be to God! R 
 

    CCLI#33034682     Source:  New Century Hymnal 



Son is worshipped and glorified, Who has spoken through the Prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
O God, our guide, Who once used a star to lead people to Christ, we confess 
our poor sense of direction.  We let ourselves become confused, easily 
distracted, and lose our way.  We fail to follow the signs You provide.  Forgive 
our waywardness, O God. Lead us to the Christ so that we may follow His way 
to You.  Amen. 
 

 A time of silence for personal confession. 
 

KYRIE #545  Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us                  J. Merbecke 
                      (1510 – 1585) 

  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ have mercy upon us; 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (based on 1 Timothy 1:15; 1 Peter 2:24) 
Leader: Hear the good news: This saying is sure and worthy of full  
  acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 

He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might be  
dead to sin, and alive to all that is good.  I declare to you in the name  
of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

People: Thanks be to God 
 

OFFERTORY  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming        M. Praetorius 

                                           (1571 – 1621) 

  
 

*THE DOXOLOGY #515                            OLD HUNDRETH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
Thank you, Holy God, for the light that guides our faith and illumines our souls. 
We aim to follow in the way of your Son and offer our gifts; what we have and 
who we are.  God, we offer them all to you.  We ask your blessing so that your 
loving care reaches into us and out to all the world starved for grace.  We ask 
it in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
 

 



The Communion 
It is a tradition at First Church that we eat the bread and drink the cup together as the 

people of God renewing our covenant.  We serve grape juice and gluten free bread. 
 

Invitation, Sursum Corda and Communion Prayer 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Leader: It is right to glorify You and to give You thanks, our holy and living 

God; You dwell in light inaccessible from before time and forever.   
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, You made all things and  
fill them with Your blessing; You created them to rejoice in the  
splendor of Your radiance.  When we turned from You and fell into  
darkness, You did not leave us alone.  You sent Jesus,  
light of the world, to lead us back into the way of life.  With the faithful  
of every time and place, we joyfully praise Your name:  

 

Sanctus #550                     S. Wesley 
                             (1766 – 1837) 

   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
   Heaven and earth are full of thy glory: 
   Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.  A-men. 
 

Leader: We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus  
  took  bread and having blessed it, He broke it and gave it to His  
  disciples saying, “This is My body which is broken for you. Do this in  
  remembrance of Me.”  In the same way, Jesus also took the cup,  
  after supper, saying, “This cup is of the new covenant in My blood.   
  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  By eating  
  of this bread and drinking this cup, we proclaim Christ’s death,  
  celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and await Christ's coming again. 
People: Amen.  Come, Christ Jesus! 
Leader: Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

Sharing of the Bread 
    What Is This Lovely Fragrance?       H. Willan 
                                        (1880 – 1968) 
 

Sharing of the Cup 
    Cradle Song                    G. Near 
                                             (*1942) 
 



Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

*HYMN #488  Go Tell It On the Mountain    GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 

             Spiritual, 19th century 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  O Sola Magnarum Uribum          G. Near 

          O MORE THAN MIGHTY CITIES UNKNOWN  
 
 

We kindly ask those who are able to remain seated to listen to the Postlude. 
 

  OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

Extend the right hand of Christian fellowship and greet those near 
you after the service. Members, see that visitors meet the Ministers. 

 

 

DEACON OF THE DAY:  Erin Shannon 
GREETER:  Patti Mullin 
************************************************************************ 

The flowers in the pulpit are given in loving 
memory of Kent Kofstad, by Laurie Kofstad. 

~~~~~ 

The flowers on December 29 were given 
in memory of Paul Sipe, by his family. 

************************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP 
THE STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

************************************************************************* 

HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 
ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

************************************************************************* 

DVD RECORDINGS ARE MADE OF THE SERVICE AND 
ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR BORROWING. 

************************************************************************* 

Have you remembered First Church in you will? 
 

 

 

 

 



           Notes from the Chancel  
 

Our Prelude this morning, could be considered a “sister” piece to the Debussy “Clair de 
lune” offered as the Prelude on Christmas. It is an impressionistic piece of music, 
penned by Louis Vierne (often thought to be a written down improvisation) which gives 
the serenity and calm of night, and depicts musically the stars in the sky. As we wonder 
just what those “Wise Men” saw in days of old, may we look to the heavens tonight, and 
think of the journey following the Star, to the manger of our Lord. 
 
 

Our Offertory anthem, based on the original Praetorius tune "Es ist ein Ros 
entsprungen" (lit., "A rose has sprung up"), is a Christmas carol and Marian Hymn of 
German origin. It is most commonly translated in English as "Lo, how a rose e'er 
blooming", and is sometimes known as "A Spotless Rose" or "Behold a Rose of Judah". 
The rose in the text is a symbolic reference to the Virgin Mary, and the hymn makes 
reference to the Old Testament prophecies of Isaiah which in Christian interpretation 
foretell the Incarnation of Christ, and to the Tree of Jesse, a traditional symbol of the 
lineage of Jesus. (Source: Wikipedia) 
 

 

During the Distribution of the Bread the Chancel Choir offers the Healey Willan 
setting in English, of "Quelle est cette odeur agréable?" (in English, "Whence is that 
goodly fragrance flowing?") a 17th-century traditional French Christmas carol about the 
Nativity. The carol is sometimes set to music written by John Gay for The Beggar's 
Opera in 1728. Another version for four-part choir and baritone solo has also been 
arranged by David Willcocks. Frank Houghton wrote the hymn "Thou who wast rich 
beyond all splendour" to the melody of this French carol. (Source: Wikipedia) 
 
 

During the Distribution of the Cup the choir offers a contemporary setting of the 
beautiful “Cradle Song” by Gerald Near. Near’s compositions all have a distinctive 
harmonic flair, which clearly is “his” and this anthem is no exception. Through the peace 
and tranquility of this lullaby-like setting, it is often that we hear jarring harmonies quickly 
resolving, as if the “real world” is still going on, despite the wonder of the birth of the 
Christ child. Perhaps this is a fitting setting for today, when the time to simply be still 
and reflect on the wonders of the Christmas season, have the “buzz” of everyday still 
going on in the background. The text is drawn as an excerpt from the 14-stanza poem 
“Hush my dear, lie still and slumber” from 1715, penned by Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
 
 

Though the anthem speaks mostly from our vantage point of the Christ-child, Watt’s 
poem (in stanzas not included in the Anthem) demands a direct comparison of our lives 
to the arrival of the baby. How much better thou’rt attended – Than the Son of God could 
be – When from heaven he descended – And became a child, like thee! … Watt’s poem 
questions further, the state of where Christ was born in texts such as Must he dwell with 
brutal creatures? How could angels bear the sight?” But it is in the closing of his original 
poem (truncated greatly these days, with cultural references included in this work, no 
longer considered appropriate) that he speaks of our love to the Christ-child: I could 
give thee thousand kisses – Hoping what I most desire – Not a mother’s fondest wishes 
– Can to greater joys aspire. 



Christian Education Corner 
Today in the Sunday School     January 5, 2020 

Today is Epiphany Sunday and the liturgical color is white. 
 

Nursery Care - The church nursery opens at 9:45 AM to care for children under the age 
of 3 during the 10:00 AM worship service.  Nursery coordinators are on hand to greet 
parents and explain the procedure for checking in and picking up your child. 
 

What Students Will be Learning Today 

 Preschool will hear about the Magi. Matthew 2:9-11 

 1st and 2nd grades will hear about the Gifts of the Magi. Matthew 2:1-11 

 Grades 3-5 will start their unit on Faith in Action, learning about Feeding the 
Hungry. 

 Grade 6 will make posters for the upcoming Chili contest 

 The MAD students will remain in the sanctuary for the worship service and 
communion. 

 

If you see a student in coffee hour, ask them what they learned in class today! 
 
Nursery Caregivers Needed - Adult volunteers are needed to join the team of caregivers 
in the nursery.  Volunteers serve on teams, rotating on duty every sixth Sunday. If you 
would like to spend some quality time with the youngest members of our church family, 
contact Diane Matthes at 882-4861.  

 
College Seminar - All High School juniors and sophomores and their parents are invited 
to a seminar, Getting Started on Your College Search, led by Craig Plummer on Sunday, 
January 26, 11:30 AM-2:00 PM, in Room 10.   
 

The Christian Education Board will provide lunch at no cost for students and parents.  Sign 
up at the CE Corner in Fellowship Hall or call the church office at 882-4861 no later than 
January 19. PRE REGISTRATION FOR THIS FREE LUNCHEON AND SEMINAR IS A 
MUST. You will not want to miss this opportunity to gain from Craig’s vast experience as a 
high school guidance counselor and professional consultant.  Many families pay a great 
deal of money for such services; Craig generously offers his time and expertise to you as 
a member of First Church.  
 

Sunday School Food Drive - The annual Sunday school food collection will be held on 
Sunday, January 26.  This year's donations will help End 68 Hours of Hunger, a program 
that provides bags of food weekly to local elementary school children who would otherwise 
not have food over the weekend.  The following items are needed: nutritional cereal, 
canned soup/pasta, 18oz. plastic peanut butter, 20 oz. plastic jelly, canned tuna/chicken, 
small cans of fruit, boxes of macaroni and cheese, ramen noodles (no cups), nutrition bars. 
 
 
 
 
 



Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

Help “undecorate” the church today, following the 10:00 service. If you can spare a 
few minutes to help, see Janet and John Steeves. Thank you! 

++++ 

Membership – There is a membership informational meeting this morning at 11:30 AM, 
in room 15, for those wishing to become members of our faith community. Folks will be 
received into membership on January 12.   

++++ 

All Boards meet tomorrow, January 6. The evening begins with worship at 7:00 PM in 
the sanctuary. 

++++ 

French Toast Brunch - Sunday, January 12, 2020, following the 10:00 service, in the 
dining room.  Join us for this fun afternoon of food (that you don’t have to cook) and 
fellowship.  Enjoy Fruit Salad, Cranberry Apple French Toast, Apple Raisin French Toast, 
(Gluten Free option available, only if requested in advance). Sign up today at Sign-up 
Central.  If you are available to help set up, serve or clean up, please sign your name on 
the Volunteer Sign-up Sheet located at Sign-Up Central. 
Contact Dianne S. in the church office with any questions or for more information. 

++++ 

The February newsletter deadline is January 13. Please send your articles to Sue. 
++++ 

Winter Retreat Reminder: the balance is due by January 15. You may mail your balance 
or drop it off at the church office. Scholarships are available. 

++++ 

Reminder to Board Chairs: Annual Reports are due by January 15. Send them to Sue. 
++++ 

Helping Hands Volunteers – If you can spare a couple of hours once a month to help our 
sexton, Bruce Lund, with various projects around the church, please sign up at Sign-up 
Central. This fellowship group will meet every third Wednesday of the month from 9:00 AM-
Noon, starting on January 15. This group is open to men and women! For more information, 
call the church office or Bill Thompson. 

++++ 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality will be studying the 1955 classic novella, Hinds Feet 
on High Places, written by Hannah Hurnard.  The book takes its title from Habakkuk 3:19, 
"The Lord God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds' feet, and he will make 
me to walk upon mine high places."  
 

This is an allegory about a young woman named Much Afraid, and her spiritual journey 
from salvation through to Christian maturity.  Her desire is to change her life trajectory away 
from her dysfunctional family (the Fearings) and their meager circumstances by following 
the Good Shepherd to the High Places.  Two companions named Sorrow and Suffering 
guide Much Afraid to these High Places. 
Join Rev. Jami on January 19 at 11:30 AM, in the dining room, for the start of this series. 
Watch upcoming bulletins for more details.  Contact Rev. Jami with any questions. 

 

 



First Folk and All-Church Choir to Sing on Baptism of Jesus Sunday - On January 12, 
First Folk is joined by the All-Church Choir (an ensemble where anyone is welcome to 
come in “just” for this project!).  Rehearsals will be held in the Music Room on the following 
dates and times:  
Sunday, January 5, at 11:30 AM 
Tuesday, January 7 at 7:00 PM (Dress rehearsal – required) 
Contact Joseph, in the Music Office to register to participate.  We need a large SATB 
ensemble for this project! 

++++ 

14th Annual First Church Chili Contest is coming on Sunday February 2 - Start 
working on your recipes!  All types of chili are welcome - spicy, mild, sweet, exotic, 
vegetarian, etc. This year, the one that sells the most will be the winner! All proceeds will 
benefit the Mission Trip Fund. Participants should register at the CE Corner and pick up 
details of the contest. Please contact Diane Matthes at dmatthes@tfcucc.org if you have 
any questions. 

++++ 

The Stewardship Committee requests that you please return your pledge card as 
soon as possible.  Cards are available in the pew racks, at the back of the sanctuary, and 
in Fellowship Hall. 
ACH-Direct Deposit Pledgers, please be sure to submit your 2020 pledge cards to let us 
know if your transactions remain the same or if there are any changes or updates you wish 
to make.  Contact Dianne Smigliani in the church office if you have any questions.  

++++ 

Outreach Focus of the Month 
Family Promise at Anne-Marie House 

Family Promise is a transitional housing program for families with children who are 
homeless or are at risk of homelessness.  The program provides shelter and meals for 
families while they are working on their goal to move to their own homes.  Currently there 
are 9 guest families with 33 people (including 22 children, ranging in age from 4 months to 
15 years old) living at the Anne-Marie House.   
 

Transitional housing programs require that staff be present every day, all day.  This makes 
it an expensive program to staff.  The Family Promise Program relies on teams of 
volunteers from different faith communities to provide most of the weekly coverage.  First 
Church coordinates a team of volunteers for an assigned week.  Beth Raymond is the 
volunteer coordinator for First Church.  First Church’s volunteer week:  February 16-22. 
 

We always need more volunteers!  During the month of January, we are having a volunteer 
recruitment campaign.  There is a volunteer sign-up sheet at Sign-Up Central and Beth will 
be available during coffee hour to answer your questions.  Look for her at the Family 
Promise table.   
 

Supplies are needed.  The Family Promise Program is in need of gently used baby and/or 
children’s clothing items and supplies for the children:  wipes, diapers, pull-ups, baby soap 
and lotions, sippy cups and bottles. 
 

Your donations are greatly appreciated. Please leave items in the collection box at the 
Family Promise table.   



Annual Mitten Tree Drive – Mittens are being collected to benefit the children at three of 
our neighborhood schools:  Mt. Pleasant Elementary, Broad St. Elementary and Adult 
Learning Center Day Care.  All children’s sizes are needed. They may be handmade or 
purchased. For further information, contact Susan Testa or the church office.  

++++ 

Christmas decorations being collected - Before you pack up your Christmas 
decorations, ask yourself this question:  Do I really need/want to keep all this stuff?  The 
fair committee will gladly take your items for next year’s New-to-You area of the craft fair.  
Leave your unwanted treasures near the elevator, and we will take care of storing them.  
Items are being collected until the end of January. 

++++ 

Do you have an interest in history? How about the history of First Church? We are 
looking for a team to help organize the archives room. Contact Erin Almeda, Kathryn Bell 
or the church office for more information.  

++++ 

Church Cancellation Policy - In the event of inclement weather, a power outage, or 
severe weather advisory, First Church may cancel the First Service, Sunday School, or All 
Services. Please visit the church webpage (www.tfcucc.org), or Facebook Page (First 
Church Nashua UCC) for any cancellation notices. You can also check media outlets 
WMUR Channel 9, or WZID 95.7 under the heading First Church Nashua. The notifications 
will read as follows: First Service Cancelled or Sunday School Cancelled or All Services 
Cancelled and will be announced by 6am on the Sunday in question. 

++++ 

Winter parking reminder - Use caution when parking along the north side of the church 
building. Heed the posted signs. Falling snow and ice can cause damage to your cars! 

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, January 12, 2020 
First Sunday after Epiphany/Birth of Christ 

8:30 & 10:00   First Folk/All-Church Choir 

 

Church Happenings and Outreach - Ongoing 
 

Bereavement Calendar - The church office keeps a bereavement calendar to help us 
better remember and celebrate the lives of church members, friends, and loved ones who 
have recently passed away.  If your family experiences a loss, please contact the church 
office so that we can be sure to include you in our prayers and our records. 

++++ 

Bible, Friends, and Coffee Bible Study is on break and will resume on January 27, 
9:30-11:00 AM in room 15, in the Walker Building.  Rev. Andy and Rev. Ken facilitate the 
discussion group.  No sign-up is required.  If you have a Bible, bring it; if not, one will be 
supplied for you. 

++++ 

Caregivers Support Group meets on the second Thursday of the month at 3:00 PM in 
the library in the Walker Building.  Contact Rev. Jami for more information. 
 



Chapel Vespers will resume on January 14. It meets every Tuesday, 7:30-8:00 PM 
through February 18 in Shaw Chapel on the first floor of the Walker Building. Rev. Andy, 
Rev. Ken and Rev. Jami share this ministry. Services include scripture, meditation, a 
simple message, prayer, silence, music, and an invitation to healing.  No need to sign up. 
Come as you are and feel free to bring friend. 

++++ 

Coffee with Ken meets every Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 at Riverwalk Café.  Join him for a 
cup of coffee and casual conversation. 

++++ 

The Empty Nest Fellowship meets on the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM.  The 
group will meet on January 16. Watch the bulletin for more information. 

++++ 

End 68 Hours of Hunger provides bags of food weekly to local elementary school children 
who would otherwise not have food over the weekend.  The following items are needed: 
nutritional cereal, canned soup/pasta, 18oz. plastic peanut butter, 20 oz. plastic jelly, 
canned tuna/chicken, small cans of fruit, boxes of macaroni and cheese, ramen noodles 
(no cups), nutrition bars.  Collection boxes are set up in Fellowship Hall. 

++++ 

First Church serves dinner at the Nashua Soup Kitchen on the third Tuesday and 
fourth Friday of the month from 4:00-6:00 PM.  New volunteers are always welcome to 
participate in this simple, but important outreach ministry.  To serve on a Tuesday please 
contact Patricia Cooper.  If you are interested in helping on a Friday, please call Cindy 
Staradub.   

++++ 

The Giving Card offers an option for those folks who give electronically or monthly to 
symbolically participate in the offering.  Cards can be found in the pews and in the basket 
at the back of the sanctuary.  Simply place it in the offering plate. 

++++ 

Men’s Breakfast Group meets every Thursday morning at 7:30 AM at the Pine Street 
Eatery, 136 Pine St., Nashua. Contact Ken Chapman or the church office for more 
information. 

++++ 

Men’s Monthly Fellowship meets on the second Thursday at 7:00 PM.  The group will 
meet on January 9 at the home of Doug Brenner. Contact Rev. Ken for details. 

++++ 

Men’s Midweek group will resume on January 22 at 8:00 AM in the parlor (adjacent to 
Fellowship Hall).  Led by Rev. Andy, the group meets for coffee, fellowship and topical 
discussions.  This year’s theme: Conversation about Faith and Culture.   

++++ 

The Men’s Munchers meet on the first Tuesday of the month at noon for lunch and 
fellowship.  On January 5, the group will dine at Country Tavern, 452 Amherst St., 
Nashua.  All men of the church and their guests are welcome.  Contact Ken Chapman or 
the church office for more information.  

++++ 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry – Knitters and crocheters are invited to work on prayer shawls 
at home.  Contact Karen Bianchi, Laurel Lang, or the church office to see how you can be 
involved in this simple, but meaningful ministry. 



Pulpit Flowers – If you would like to provide flowers for the pulpit, please sign up on the 
chart in Fellowship Hall.  Flower arrangements can be purchased from your favorite florist 
or can be created from flowers you’ve purchased or grown.  Register on the sign-up sheet 
in Fellowship Hall or call the church office. 

++++ 

The Visitation Ministry meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 1:30 PM in room 
10 in the Walker Building. Please contact Rev. Jami for more information. 
 

Community Events 
 

Black Heritage Trail of NH – Elinor Williams Hooker Expanded Tea Talk Series 
In the Beginning, There Was the Word 

Sunday, January 12, 2020 - Chandler Memorial Wing, Nashua Public Library 
 A panel of theologians will explore the relationship between church, race, and state and 
the role the church could play in healing the soul of the nation. Sponsored by: NH 
Humanities, Outreach for Black Unity, and Greater Nashua NAACP 

++++ 

Granite State Organizing Project (GSOP) – January 20 - 6:00 PM - Adult Learning 
Center, 4 Lake Street Nashua -We are a faith-based group that addresses immigrant 
issues affecting our brothers and sisters, hunger, and poverty.  All are welcome. 

++++ 

Interfaith Prayer Vigils: January 7 & 21 – 9:00 AM - Norris Cotton Federal Building, 275 
Chestnut Street Manchester - Join us for prayer, song and the Jericho Walk. 

++++ 

What’s Happening at NHCUCC 
The New Hampshire Conference of the UCC has seven mission groups who meet monthly 
to address issues of social justice in our churches and communities.  

Immigrant & Refugee Support Group Thursday January 2:  10-noon 
Environmental Justice Mission   Monday January 6:  3- 5 PM 
Justice and Witness Ministries  Tuesday January 7:  3-5 PM 
Peace with Justice Advocates Mission Wednesday January 8: 10-noon 
Racial Justice Mission Group  Thursday January 9:  6-8 PM 
ONA (Open and Affirming)   Wednesday January 15:  6-8 PM 

 
Meetings are held at the New Hampshire Conference, UCC, 140 Sheep Davis Rd, 
Pembroke, NH 03275. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH 
 

SUN JAN 5   8:30am  Worship  
                    10:00am  Worship, Sunday School & Childcare  

                          11:30am  New Member Orientation, room 15 
                    11:30am  All Church Choir rehearsal 
 

MON JAN 6  6:00pm  Safe Church, room 9 
     7:00pm  All Boards  
 

TUE JAN 7   9:00am  Staff Meeting 
          12:00pm  Men’s Munchers, Country Tavern 

     7:00pm  All Choir/First Folk, Sanctuary 
     7:00pm  Radio Club, Nauss Hall 
 

WED JAN 8        12:00pm  NAIC, Anne-Marie House 
     1:30pm  Coffee with Ken, Riverwalk Café  
     5:00pm  Cooking Matters, kitchen, dining room 
     6:45pm  Chancel Choir 
 

THU JAN 9   7:30am  Men’s Breakfast 
           10:00am  Thrift Shop 
     3:00pm  Caregivers, library 
     7:00pm  Decibells; Men’s Fellowship 
 

SAT JAN 11         11:00am  Sisters in Sobriety, Nauss Hall 

 

Looking ahead… 
January 6:   All Boards 
January 9:    Men’s Fellowship 
January 12:  New Members Received; French Toast Brunch 
    Board Chairs’ Meeting 
January 13:   February Newsletter Deadline 
January 14:   Vespers resumes 
January 15:   Annual Reports due; Helping Hands begins 

Biddeford Retreat final payments due 
  January 16:   Empty Nest Fellowship 

January 19:   Women’s Wisdom & Spirituality  
January 20:  Martin Luther King, Jr Day, Church Office closed 
January 22:   Men’s Mid-week Group resumes 
January 24-26:  Biddeford Retreat 
January 26:  College Seminar 
January 27:   Bible, Friends & Coffee resumes 
February 2:   Chili Contest 
February 9:   Annual Meeting; One service at 10:00 AM 

 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Coordinator of Christian Education, Diane E. Matthes, dmatthes@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 
 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church please 

seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in 

November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month 

and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every 

member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:  9:00 AM-Noon and 1:00-4:00 PM, Mon – Fri 

Sunday:  8:00 AM-Noon (closed during the 10:00 service) 
 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 

Find us on Facebook 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchNashua?ref=ts&fref=ts

