
  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational – United Church Of Christ 
 

† 
 

Gathered December 16, 1685 

 
 
 
 

“No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 
 

 



Morning Worship 
The Baptism of Christ 

First Sunday after Epiphany 
 

 

January 12, 2020                        8:30 AM & 10:00 AM 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

TOWER CHIMES (10:00)                                              Jean Lyons  
 

CANDLE LIGHTER (10:00)                Addison Wilson 
 

MEDITATION   
     “All shall be well, and all shall be well and all manner of thing shall be well.” 
 

PRELUDE  Wade In Duh Waddah!                   Spiritual 
                                  arr. W. F. Smith 

                          (1941 – 1997) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP          (based on Isaiah 43, Psalm 29) 
People: God has created each of us with tender care. 
Leader: Our God is a God of majesty and awe! 
People: God walks with each of us every step of the way. 
Leader: Our God is a God of glory and wonder! 
People: God loves each of us with tenderness and passion. 
Leader: Our God calls us each by name. 
All:  God calls each of us to unite in worship together!  

 

*HYMN Mark How the Lamb of God’s Self-Offering (next page)    RENDEZ À DIEU 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)                 (Isaiah 43, Psalm 29, Luke 3) 
Creator God, we stand amazed at your power and glory.  We are eager to 
worship you and offer our praise, but we are often reluctant to answer when we 
hear you calling our name. We rejoice in our baptism, but fear the fire of the 
Holy Spirit.  Forgive us when we forget your promise to be with us always, Lord 
Jesus.  Reach out your hand and touch us with the power of your love.  Free 
us from every form of bondage and strengthen us to proclaim your justice 
throughout the world. Amen. 
 

 A time of silence for personal confession. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                          (Isaiah 43) 
Leader: Hear the word of our Lord, spoken through the prophet Isaiah: “I have 

called you by name.  You are mine. Do not fear, for I have redeemed 
you.” 

People: Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 



*PRAISE #8/1  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee                                    ODE TO JOY 
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, Opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, Drive the dark of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us with the light of day. 

 

GREETINGS 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:00) 
 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS (10:00) 

We welcome you with joy as partners in the common life of this church.  We 
promise you our friendship and prayers as we share the hope and labors of the 
church of Jesus Christ.  God grant that together we may continue to grow in 
God’s knowledge and love and that we may be witnesses of our risen Lord. 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS                           Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, 
O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you 
are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall 
not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the LORD your 
God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia 
and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and 
honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for 
your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, 
and from the west I will gather you; I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and 
to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters 
from the end of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom I created 
for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 
 

        Matthew 3:13-17 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 
him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, 
and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is 
proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And 
when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly 
the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like 
a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 



ANTHEM   Down By the Riverside                Spirituals 
       ALL-CHURCH CHOIR & BAND             arr. M. McDonald 

       FIRST FOLK                                                  (*1956) 
 

   We kindly ask to hold applause during the Worship Service. 
 

SERMON   “The Promise”            Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong 
 

*HYMN (10:00)  O Radiant Christ, Incarnate Word            OLD HUNDRETH (LM) 
 

1. O radiant Christ, incarnate Word, 
eternal love revealed in time: 
Come, make your home within our hearts,  
that we many dwell in light sublime. 

 

2. Our bartered, busy lives burn dim, 
Too tired to care, too numb to feel. 
Come, shine upon our shadowed world: 
Your radiance bathes with power to heal. 

 

3. Your glory shone at Jordan’s stream, 
The font where we were born anew. 
Attune your church to know you near; 
illumine all we say and do. 

 

4. O Light of Nations, fill the earth; 
Our faith and hope and love renew. 
Come, lead the peoples to your peace, 
As stars once led the way to you. 

 
 

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
*LITANY 
Leader: In the beginning, God’s Spirit hovered over the face of chaotic waters 

and birthed the universe. 
People: At the Red Sea God led the people through the waters of death and 

birthed a new nation. 
Leader: In the wilderness God gave life to the people with water from the rock. 
People: In the waters of Mary’s womb God’s Spirit birthed a Savior. 
Leader: From the waters of the Jordan God’s Spirit raised up the Messiah. 
People: On the Sea of Galilee Jesus walked upon the water. 
Leader: To a woman at a well Jesus promised living water. 
All: And in our baptisms, The Holy Spirit makes us new creations! Under 

the water of baptism our old selves are drowned.  Up from the waters 
of baptism our new selves are born.  Thanks be to God! 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 



THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY  I Will Be With You                  J. Raney 

                                                     (*1956) 
 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                               OLD HUNDRETH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
Giver of all good things, let your grace flow through us; a generous stream, 
unstoppable, refreshing, abundant.  We release these gifts into your abundant 
love for the world certain they will lift up those in need of help, healing and hope 
in Jesus name we pray.  Amen.  
 

*HYMN  At the Font We Start Our Journey (next page)       WESTMINSTER ABBEY 
 

*BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE  Journey Forward                   J. Evans 

                                                         (*1981) 
 

We kindly ask those who are able to remain seated to listen to the Postlude. 
 

 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

Extend the right hand of Christian fellowship and greet those near 
 you after the service. Members, see that visitors meet the Ministers.  

 

DEACON OF THE DAY: Dale Neth  
USHER IN CHARGE:  Don Eaves 
************************************************************************* 

The flowers in the pulpit are given in loving memory 
of Katherine Diedrichsen, by the Fauteux Family. 

************************************************************************ 
HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 

ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

************************************************************************* 
DVD RECORDINGS ARE MADE OF THE SERVICE AND 

ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR BORROWING. 



Mark How the Lamb of God’s Self-Offering 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CCLI#3034682  Source: New Century Hymnal 



At The Font We Start Our Journey 

       CCLI#3034682   Source: New Century Hymnal 

 



ALL-CHURCH CHOIR BAND 
 

Joshua Evans, piano 
Cynthia Bliss, organ 

Rev. Ken McGarry, acoustic guitar 
Chris Robinson, electric bass 

George Robinson, drums 
 
 

 

 
THE ALL-CHURCH CHOIR & FIRST FOLK 

 

SOPRANO    ALTO 
 

Nancy Borski    Carol Butler   
Bea Dillaby    Pat Darrin    
Ellie Freeman    Priscilla Evans   
Marie Greene    Mary Beth Glajch  
Lois Keohan    Deb Kneeland   

 Marja-Liisa Kupianen  Melissa Piantedosi*  
 Debbie Nordyke   Elena Stabile* 

Janet Poisson*   Beve Tucker 
Betty Scofield 
Trish Stone       

 

TENOR     BASS 

Nick DeFrancesco*  Larry Ballard* 
Joe Glajch    Edward Boyd 
Charlie Morris    John Daniels 
Craig Plummer   Chris Guild 
      Ken Heider 
      Mike Winton 
       

        *Staff singer guests 
 
 

               

 

 

 



              Notes from the Chancel 
 

Hold the presses!  What do we see this morning at the front of the Sanctuary!?  
A band!?  Why yes, Virginia, Music at First is leaning out the window of its 
standard tradition and having a special Sunday incorporating a contemporary 
element for a special project: unifying First Folk with the “pick up ensemble” 
All-Church Choir. – Two new anthems, which are artfully arranged, will be 
supported by an accompaniment of piano, organ, acoustic guitar, electric bass 
and drums!  Truly a unique morning for us in our mostly classical-based music 
ministry.  Welcome musical guests, and our own Associate Pastor for Youth 
and Families as guest guitarist! 
 

This Sunday in Worship, we commemorate the Baptism of Jesus.  Through 
congregational song and a modern-twist on choral music, we remember the 
first Baptism, at the hands of John the Baptist, which would become the 
sacramental entry into Christianity we have all received, whether as an infant, 
child, young adult, or adult!  It is difficult to imagine the Christmas Season 
already being over, although our Orthodox brothers and sisters celebrated 
Christmas this past weekend, coinciding with Epiphany on January 6.  
Technically, the liturgical Christmas season in certain traditions, continues until 
Candlemas (Feb. 2), where in European churches, trees and the crèche are 
often kept up until this time. 
 

Our hymnody this morning draws all three titles from the modern New Century 
Hymnal, of the United Church of Christ.  Through our use of the CCLI license, 
we are able to reprint hymns not found in our Pilgrim Hymnal directly in our 
bulletin, expanding on the vast repertory found in our Pilgrim Hymnal, with some 
hymn tunes and modern texts not found in earlier Congregational hymnals.  The 
Baptism-centered texts unify our congregational song with this Sunday’s 
commemoration of the pivotal meeting of John-the-Baptist and Jesus. 
 

Our opening hymn, was penned by Carl P. Daw, Jr. in 1990.  To be used the 
First Sunday after Epiphany, Daw states that “the Baptism of Christ is one of 
the regular occasional for baptisms and for the making and renewing of 
baptismal vows…” The hymn text also recalls Jesus’ temptations in the 
wildnerness in His time of discernment.  The tune itself is much older, dating 
back to 16th century France, where the Geneva Psalter was commissioned by 
John Calvin to set the course of music at St. Peter’s Church in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 
 

Our Anthem draws its themes from two beloved Spirituals: Down by the 
Riverside and Standing in the Need of Prayer.  It has admittedly, a very strong 
“show” (musical theatre) feel in its light jazz treatment of the main melodic 



themes. Mix all this together with just a touch of Barbershop-style chromatic 
choral harmonization and add a touch of a “kick-line” finale Coda (ending 
extension) to the piece, and all the elements are there for a touch of a modern 
camp revival! – All in all, though, it is still an offering of worship and not a 
performance! 
 

Our middle hymn was coupled with a widely-known hymn tune, to make sure 
the congregation could appreciate its text, without another “lesser” known tune 
to maneuver! Commissioned by the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago, 
Ruth Duck’s 1989 text provides a fitting center for Epiphany celebrations, with 
its sense of wonder at the incarnation and petition through Christ’s revelation 
our lives may be changed. 
 

Our Offertory is a more reverent, contemporary Gospel treatment of a text 
based on Isaiah 43.  This Gospel ballad brings us to a very different place than 
the earlier choral offering in worship.  It speaks of being tested in life, and being 
assured of God’s presence through it all.  For God has “called you by name, 
you’ve heard the echo of (his) voice…” to walk in faith.  Through the joy and 
pain of life, God’s constant presence is there as an anchor and a guide.  
Contemporary harmonization which really is vastly different than our “traditional” 
repertory in choral and congregational song, makes this offering a special and 
unique one for this morning’s congregation. 
 

The closing hymn, draws on a hymn text written by Jeffrey Rowthorn in 1992 
for an Episcopal Church in Connecticut diocese. Starting our journey at the font, 
through the pulpit, altar and door, our “Easter work” in bringing the Good News 
to all is proclaimed, but with a strong reminder that it all begins with being 
baptized into “Easter faith.” Its tune is attributed to Henry Purcell from the 17th 
century, brought into modern hymnody in the 19th century by Ernest Hawkins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christian Education Corner 
Today in the Sunday School     January 12, 2020 

Today is The First Sunday after Epiphany/The Baptism of Christ. 
The liturgical color is white. 

 

Nursery Care - The church nursery opens at 9:45 AM to care for children under 
the age of 3 during the 10:00 AM worship service.  Nursery coordinators are on 
hand to greet parents and explain the procedure for checking in and picking up 
your child. 
 

What Students Will be Learning Today 
 

 Preschool-2nd grade will hear the story of Jesus in the Temple. Luke 
2:41:52 

 Grades 3-5 will continue their unit on Faith in Action, learning about the 
Beauty in Being Different. 

 Grade 6 will help set up for the brunch. 

 The MAD students will prepare the Heifer cans for distribution next 
Sunday. 

 

After the Children’s Message, all classes 3 yr. old-5th will go to the Shaw 
Chapel to sing with Mr. Steve before going to classrooms. 
 

College Seminar - All High School juniors and sophomores and their parents 
are invited to a seminar, Getting Started on Your College Search, led by Craig 
Plummer on Sunday, January 26, 11:30 AM-2:00 PM, in Room 10.   
 

The Christian Education Board will provide lunch at no cost for students and 
parents.  Sign up at the CE Corner in Fellowship Hall or call the church office 
at 882-4861 no later than January 19. PRE REGISTRATION FOR THIS 
FREE LUNCHEON AND SEMINAR IS A MUST. You will not want to miss this 
opportunity to gain from Craig’s vast experience as a high school guidance 
counselor and professional consultant.  Many families pay a great deal of 
money for such services; Craig generously offers his time and expertise to you 
as a member of First Church.  
 

Sunday School Food Drive - The annual Sunday school food collection will 
be held on Sunday, January 26.  This year's donations will help End 68 Hours 
of Hunger, a program that provides bags of food weekly to local elementary 
school children who would otherwise not have food over the weekend.  The 
following items are needed: nutritional cereal, canned soup/pasta, 18oz. plastic 
peanut butter, 20 oz. plastic jelly, canned tuna/chicken, small cans of fruit, 
boxes of macaroni and cheese, ramen noodles (no cups), nutrition bars. 



Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

French Toast Brunch – Today - following the 10:00 service - Join us in the 
dining room for this fun afternoon of food and fellowship.  Enjoy Fruit Salad, 
Cranberry Apple French Toast, Apple Raisin French Toast, (Gluten Free option 
available, only if requested in advance).  

++++ 

Kathryn Brigham Service Award – Nominations are being sought for 
recipients of this award. Please fill out the form in today’s bulletin and place it 
in the box in Fellowship Hall or return it to the church office. The award will be 
given out at Annual Meeting on February 9. 

++++ 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality will be studying the 1955 classic novella, 
Hinds Feet on High Places, written by Hannah Hurnard.  The book takes its title 
from Habakkuk 3:19, "The Lord God is my strength, and he will make my feet 
like hinds' feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places."  
 

This is an allegory about a young woman named Much Afraid, and her spiritual 
journey from salvation through to Christian maturity.  Her desire is to change 
her life trajectory away from her dysfunctional family (the Fearings) and their 
meager circumstances by following the Good Shepherd to the High Places.  
Two companions named Sorrow and Suffering guide Much Afraid to these High 
Places. 
Join Rev. Jami on January 19 at 11:30 AM, in the dining room, for the start of 
this series. Watch upcoming bulletins for more details.  Contact Rev. Jami with 
any questions. 

++++ 

Chapel Vespers will resume on January 21. It meets every Tuesday, 7:30-
8:00 PM through February 18 in Shaw Chapel on the first floor of the Walker 
Building. Rev. Andy, Rev. Ken and Rev. Jami share this ministry. Services 
include scripture, meditation, a simple message, prayer, silence, music, and an 
invitation to healing.  No need to sign up. Come as you are and feel free to bring 
friend.  

++++ 

The Stewardship Committee requests that you please return your pledge 
card as soon as possible.  Cards are available at the back of the sanctuary 
and in Fellowship Hall. 
ACH-Direct Deposit Pledgers, please be sure to submit your 2020 pledge cards 
to let us know if your transactions remain the same or if there are any changes 
or updates you wish to make.  Contact Dianne Smigliani in the church office if 
you have any questions.  



14th Annual First Church Chili Contest is coming Sunday February 2 - 
Start working on your recipes!  All types of chili are welcome - spicy, mild, sweet, 
exotic, vegetarian, etc.  This year, the one that sells the most will be the winner!  
All proceeds will benefit the Mission Trip Fund.  Participants should register at 
the CE Corner and pick up details of the contest.  Please contact Diane Matthes 
in the church office if you have any questions. 

++++ 

Annual Mitten Tree Drive - Mittens are being collected to benefit the children 
at three of our neighborhood schools:  Mt. Pleasant Elementary, Broad St. 
Elementary and Adult Learning Center Day Care.  All children’s sizes are 
needed. They may be handmade or purchased. For further information, contact 
Susan Testa or the church office. 

++++ 

Christmas decorations being collected - Before you pack up your Christmas 
decorations, ask yourself this question:  Do I really need/want to keep all this 
stuff?  The fair committee will gladly take your items for next year’s New-to-You 
area of the craft fair.  Leave your unwanted treasures near the elevator, and we 
will take care of storing them.  Items are being collected until the end of January. 

++++ 

Helping Hands Volunteers – If you can spare a couple of hours once a month 
to help our sexton, Bruce Lund, with various projects around the church, please 
sign up at Sign-up Central. This fellowship group will meet every third 
Wednesday of the month from 9:00 AM-Noon, starting on January 15. This 
group is open to men and women! For more information, call the church office 
or Bill Thompson. 

++++ 

Do you have an interest in history? How about the history of First Church? 
We are looking for a team to help organize the archives room. Contact Erin 
Almeda, Kathryn Bell or the church office for more information.  

++++ 

Biddeford Retreat, January 24-26 - There are a few spots available! For 
more information, and to register, please contact Sue in the church office right 
away.  Reminder: the balance is due by January 15, 2020.  Scholarships are 
available.   

++++ 

The February newsletter deadline is January 13. Please send your 
submissions to Sue in the church office. 

++++ 

Annual Reports are due! Board and Committee Chairs, please send your 
reports to Sue by January 15, 2020.  

 
 



Outreach Focus of the Month 
Family Promise at Anne-Marie House 

Family Promise is a transitional housing program for families with children who 
are homeless or are at risk of homelessness.  The program provides shelter 
and meals for families while they are working on their goal to move to their own 
homes.  Currently there are 9 guest families with 33 people (including 22 
children, ranging in age from 4 months to 15 years old) living at the Anne-Marie 
House.   
 

Transitional housing programs require that staff be present every day, all day.  
This makes it an expensive program to staff.  The Family Promise Program 
relies on teams of volunteers from different faith communities to provide most 
of the weekly coverage.  Beth Raymond is the volunteer coordinator for First 
Church.  First Church’s volunteer week:  February 16-22. 
 

We always need more volunteers!  During the month of January, we are having 
a volunteer recruitment campaign.  There is a volunteer sign-up sheet at Sign-
Up Central and Beth will be available during coffee hour to answer your 
questions.  Look for her at the Family Promise table.   
 

Supplies are needed.  The Family Promise Program is in need of gently used 
baby and/or children’s clothing items and supplies for the children:  wipes, 
diapers, pull-ups, baby soap and lotions, sippy cups and bottles. 
 

Your donations are greatly appreciated. Please leave items in the collection box 
at the Family Promise table.   

++++ 

Church Cancellation Policy - In the event of inclement weather, a power 
outage, or severe weather advisory, First Church may cancel the First Service, 
Sunday School, or All Services. Please visit the church webpage 
(www.tfcucc.org), or Facebook Page (First Church Nashua UCC) for any 
cancellation notices. You can also check media outlets WMUR Channel 9, or 
WZID 95.7 under the heading First Church Nashua. The notifications will read 
as follows: First Service Cancelled or Sunday School Cancelled or All Services 
Cancelled and will be announced by 6am on the Sunday in question. 

++++ 

Winter parking reminder - Use caution when parking along the north side of 
the church building. Heed the posted signs. Falling snow and ice can cause 
damage to your cars! 

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, January 19, 2020  
8:30     Decibells 
10:00   Decibells & Chancel Choir 



 

Church Happenings and Outreach - Ongoing 
 

Bereavement Calendar - The church office has created a bereavement 
calendar to help us better remember and celebrate the lives of church 
members, friends, and loved ones who have recently passed away.  If your 
family experiences a loss, please contact the church office so that we can be 
sure to include you in our prayers and our records. 

++++ 

Bible, Friends, and Coffee Bible Study is on break and will resume on 
January 27, 9:30-11:00 AM in room 15, in the Walker Building.  Rev. Andy and 
Rev. Ken facilitate the discussion group.  No sign-up is required.  If you have a 
Bible, bring it; if not, one will be supplied for you. 

++++ 

The Caregiver’s Support Group meets on the second Thursday of the 
month at 3:00 PM in the library in the Walker Building.  Please contact Rev. 
Jami for more information. 

++++ 

Chapel Vespers will resume on January 21. It meets every Tuesday, 7:30-
8:00 PM through February 18 in Shaw Chapel on the first floor of the Walker 
Building. 

++++ 

Coffee with Ken meets every Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 at Riverwalk Café.  Join 
him for a cup of coffee and casual conversation. 

++++ 

Empty Nest Fellowship - The next gathering will be in February. Watch the 
bulletins and the February newsletter for more information. 

++++ 

End 68 Hours of Hunger provides bags of food weekly to local elementary 
school children who would otherwise not have food over the weekend. The 
following items are needed: Individually packaged snacks such as granola bars, 
cookies/crackers, microwave popcorn, Canned Soup, Peanut Butter 18 oz. 
plastic, Jelly 20 oz. plastic squeeze bottles, Boxes of Instant Oatmeal, Cans of 
fruit (not applesauce), Crackers (Ritz or Graham), Hot Chocolate or Carnation 
Instant Breakfast packets 

++++ 

First Church serves dinner at the Nashua Soup Kitchen on the third 
Tuesday and fourth Friday of the month from 4:00-6:00 PM.  New volunteers 
are always welcome to participate in this simple, but important outreach 
ministry.  To serve on a Tuesday please contact Patricia Cooper or the church 
office.  If you are interested in helping on a Friday, please contact Cindy 
Staradub or the church office.   



The Giving Card offers an option for those folks who give electronically or 
monthly to symbolically participate in the offering.  Cards can be found in the 
basket at the back of the sanctuary.  Simply place it in the offering plate. 

++++ 

In-Reach Meals Team - Home cooked meals bring much healing to people as 
they recuperate.  For when I was sick, you looked after me. Mt. 25:36.   If you 
would like to help provide meals to parishioners who are temporarily in need, 
please register at Sign-Up Central and offer meals as you are able. 

++++ 

The Men’s Breakfast Group meets every Thursday morning at 7:30 AM 
at the Pine Street Eatery, 136 Pine St., Nashua. Contact Ken Chapman or the 
church office for more information. 

++++ 

Men’s Midweek group will resume on January 22 at 8:00 AM in the parlor 
(adjacent to Fellowship Hall).  Led by Rev. Andy, the group meets for coffee, 
fellowship and topical discussions.   

++++ 

The Men’s Monthly Fellowship Group meets on the second Thursday of 
the month at 7:00 PM. Speak with Rev. Ken for more information. 

++++ 

The Men’s Munchers meets on the first Tuesday of the month at noon 
for lunch and fellowship.  All men of the church and their guests are welcome.  
Contact Ken Chapman or the church office for more information.  

++++ 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry – Knitters and crocheters are invited to work on 
prayer shawls at home.  Contact Karen Bianchi, Laurel Lang, or the church 
office to see how you can be involved in this simple, but meaningful ministry. 

++++ 

Pulpit Flowers – If you would like to provide flowers for the pulpit, please sign 
up on the chart in Fellowship Hall.  Flower arrangements can be purchased 
from your favorite florist or can be created from flowers you’ve purchased or 
grown.  Register on the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall or call the church office. 

++++ 

The Visitation Ministry meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 1:30 
PM in room 10 in the Walker Building. Please contact Rev. Jami for more 
information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Community Events 
 

Black Heritage Trail of NH – Elinor Williams Hooker  
Expanded Tea Talk Series - In the Beginning, There Was the Word 

Sunday, January 12 - 2:00 PM - Chandler Memorial Wing, Nashua Public Library 
++++ 

Stand Up – MLK 2020 – Saturday, January 18 – 6:00 PM 
First Baptist Church - 121 Manchester St., Nashua 
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Cheryl Harris, Sr. Pastor  

First Baptist Church of Attleboro, MA 
Musical Performances, Refreshments, Childcare available 

 Admission is free & all are welcome 
++++ 

The Blizzard Blast 2020 – Hosted by the United Way of Greater Nashua 
Mine Falls Park Nashua on Saturday, January 25 

This is a fun, no pressure obstacle race and the proceeds support the United 
Way programs.  Join the First Church Team!  Last year our team had an 
absolute BLAST!! Visit the Blizzard Blast website at 
https://www.blizzardblastrun.com/ for more information.  
All First Church Team participants will receive 15% OFF the registration fee.  
Please put your name on the team list at Sign-Up Central, and contact Dianne 
S. for the promo code to receive your discount!  
If you are not interested in running, but still want to join in the fun, you can 
volunteer during the event.  Volunteer by following this link. 
https://unitedwaynashua.org/events/blizzard-blast/6779-2/  
(By the way, the image on the volunteer sign-up page is of two of our First 
Church participants from last year, Rev. Andy and Eli Buck!)  

++++ 

What’s Happening at NHCUCC - The New Hampshire Conference of the 
UCC has seven mission groups who meet monthly to address issues of social 
justice in our churches and communities. Meetings are held at the New 
Hampshire Conference, UCC, 140 Sheep Davis Rd, Pembroke, NH 03275. 

ONA (Open and Affirming)   Wednesday January 15:  6-8 PM 
++++ 

Granite State Organizing Project (GSOP) – January 20 - 6:00 PM - Adult 
Learning Center, 4 Lake Street Nashua -We are a faith-based group that 
addresses immigrant issues affecting our brothers and sisters, hunger, and 
poverty.  All are welcome. 

++++ 

Interfaith Prayer Vigils: January 21 – 9:00 AM - Norris Cotton Federal 
Building, 275 Chestnut Street Manchester - Join us for prayer, song and the 
Jericho Walk. 



THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH 
 

SUN JAN 12  8:30am  Worship  
           10:00am  Worship, Sunday School & Childcare 
           11:30am  Confirmation, Fireside Room 
           11:30am  Board Chairs, room 10 
           11:30am  French Toast Brunch, Dining Room 
 

MON JAN 13     Newsletter Deadline 
 

TUE JAN 14         10:00am  Staff Meeting, room 10 
    1:30pm  Visitation Ministry, room 10 
    5:00pm  Joyful Noise 
    7:00pm  First Folk; Radio Club, Nauss Hall 
     

WED JAN 15  8:00am  Title 1, room 15 
    9:00am  Helping Hands 
    1:30pm  Coffee with Ken, Riverwalk Café  
    6:45pm  Chancel Choir 
 

THU JAN 16  7:30am  Men’s Breakfast, Pine Street Eatery 
          10:00am  Thrift Shop 
    7:00pm  Decibells 
 

SAT JAN 18          10:00am  DAR Board, room 10 
11:00am  Sisters in Sobriety –Nauss Hall  

   

++++ 

Looking ahead… 
January 13:   February Newsletter Deadline 
January 15:   Annual Reports due; Helping Hands begins 

Biddeford Retreat final payments due 
  January 19:   Women’s Wisdom & Spirituality  

January 20:  Martin Luther King, Jr Day, Church Office closed 
January 21:   Vespers resumes 
January 22:   Men’s Mid-week Group resumes 
January 24-26:  Biddeford Retreat 
January 26:  College Seminar; Sunday School Food Drive 
January 27:   Bible, Friends & Coffee resumes 
February 2:  Chili Contest 
February 9:  Annual Meeting; One service at 10:00 AM 

 



 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Coordinator of Christian Education, Diane E. Matthes, dmatthes@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org 

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church 

please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and 

committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:  9:00 AM-Noon and 1:00-4:00 PM, Mon – Fri 

Sunday:  8:00 AM-Noon (closed during the 10:00 service) 
 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 

Find us on Facebook 
 


