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No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 



Morning Worship 
Communion Sunday 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

 

February 2, 2020                                                                  8:30 & 10:00 AM 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

TOWER CHIMES                   Norma MacKinley Smith 
 

MEDITATION  “True humility is not thinking less of yourself; 
it is thinking of yourself less.”                               C.S. Lewis 

 

PRELUDE  Sonata quasi una Fantasia, Op. 27, No. 2         L. van Beethoven 

            I.  Adagio Sostenuto                       (1770 – 1827) 
 

INTROIT   The Lord Is In His Holy Temple     F. R. Lund 

          CHANCEL CHOIR                            (*1938) 
                  Composer-In-Residence 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader: What does the Lord require of you? 
People: To do justice and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God. 
Leader: What does God command of us? 
People: To love God with all our heart, and all our soul, and all our mind, and 

all our strength, and to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
Leader: God does not call us to ease or to comfort. 
People: The Lord calls us to worship through service and grace in our all our 

struggles. 
Leader: Let us worship the God who believes in us, trusts in us, and abides 

with us every step of the way. 
 

*HYMN #366  God of Grace, and God of Glory           CWM RHONDDA 
 

*OPENING PRAYER(Unison) 
Gracious and all loving God, you call to us across deep waters and dark places. 
We desire to follow your guiding light and answer to your call. Reveal yourself 
to us as we worship you. May those without hope be encouraged; those who 
are sad, cheered; those who are seeking, find you; and may all things be 
according to your will. In the name of your beloved Son we pray. Amen. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI #513 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost 
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
  world without end, A-men, A-men. 
 



GREETINGS 
PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 

SCRIPTURE READINGS                 Micah 6:1-8 
Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let 
the hills hear your voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and 
you enduring foundations of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his 
people, and he will contend with Israel. “O my people, what have I done to you? 
In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of 
Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you 
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of 
Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened 
from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will 
the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of 
my soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does 
the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God? 
 

         Matthew 5:1-12 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 
his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they will be comforted. “Blessed are the meek, for they 
will inherit the earth. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled. “Blessed are the merciful, for they will 
receive mercy. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. “Blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. “Blessed are those 
who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter 
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you. 
 

Pastor: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

GOSPEL RESPONSE Thanks Be to Thee           T. Tallis 
                                      (1505 – 1585) 
 
 

SERMON    “Way to Be”          Rev. Ken McGarry 
 
 



RESPONSIVE PSALM 15 (10:00)  

The Psalm will be intoned once.  The Congregation sings the same 

Response, and then again at the “R” indication below. 

  Response 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

         

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison)            UCC Statement of Faith 
We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, God of our Savior Jesus Christ and 
our God, and to your deeds we testify: You call the worlds into being, create 
persons in your own image, and set before each one the ways of life and death. 
You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. You judge 
people and nations by your righteous will declared through prophets and 
apostles. In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, 
you have come to us and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death 
and reconciling the world to yourself. You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, 
creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ, binding in covenant faithful 
people of all ages, tongues, and races. 

CCLI#30304682   Source: New Century Hymnal 

 



You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be 
your servants in the service of others, to proclaim the gospel to all the world 
and resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table, 
to join him in his passion and victory. You promise to all who trust you 
forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, courage in the struggle for justice and 
peace, your presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in your realm which 
has no end. 
Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Leader: Let us open out hearts to God whose means is mercy; whose desire 

is our freedom.  
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 
we humbly repent, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

 A time of silence for personal confession. 
 
 

KYRIE #545  Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us                  J. Merbecke 
                      (1510 – 1585) 

  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ have mercy upon us; 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
Leader: To those who turn from sin and seek Jesus Christ there is no god like 

our God, for He promises to pardon sin and forgive transgression. He 
treads our sins underfoot and hurls all our iniquities into the depths 
of the sea.  He is faithful, loving and true to His promises.  Take heart, 
in Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven.  Amen. (Based on Micah 7) 

 

OFFERTORY  Blest Are They             D. Haas 

                           (*1957) 
 

*THE DOXOLOGY #515                            OLD HUNDRETH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 

 
 



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
Lord of us all, through these offerings we become partners with you in your 
cause. We join you in our concern for all people, and name them as our own 
brothers and sisters. We return these gifts of our material resources and our 
time to extend your redeeming will into this moment in history and into your 
world. Thank you for this privilege. Amen 

 

The Communion 
It is a tradition at First Church that we eat the bread and drink the cup together as the 

people of God renewing our covenant.  We serve grape juice and gluten free bread. 
 

Invitation, Sursum Corda and Communion Prayer 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Leader: It is right to glorify You and to give You thanks, our holy and living 

God; You dwell in light inaccessible from before time and forever.   
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, You made all things and  
fill them with Your blessing; You created them to rejoice in the  
splendor of Your radiance.  When we turned from You and fell into  
darkness, You did not leave us alone.  You sent Jesus,  
light of the world, to lead us back into the way of life.  With the faithful  
of every time and place, we joyfully praise Your name:  

 

Sanctus #550                     S. Wesley 
                             (1766 – 1837) 

   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
   Heaven and earth are full of thy glory: 
   Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.  A-men. 
 

Leader: We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus  
  took  bread and having blessed it, He broke it and gave it to His  
  disciples saying, “This is My body which is broken for you. Do this in  
  remembrance of Me.”  In the same way, Jesus also took the cup,  
  after supper, saying, “This cup is of the new covenant in My blood.   
  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  By eating  
  of this bread and drinking this cup, we proclaim Christ’s death,  
  celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and await Christ's coming again. 
People: Amen.  Come, Christ Jesus! 
Leader: Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 



Sharing of the Bread 
    In Remembrance       B. Red 
        LESLIE WOODARD, flute       (1936 – 2013) 
 

Sharing of the Cup 
    Agnus Dei            J. Leavitt 
        DEBORAH GRAHAM NORDYKE, soprano               (*1956) 
 

Agnus Dei     Lamb of God, 
qui tollis peccata mundi  who takes away the sins of the world 

   miserere nobis   have mercy on us 
 

   Dona nobis pacem  Grant us peace 
   Amen     Amen 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord's Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

*HYMN #157  In the Cross of Christ I Glory             RATHBUN 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTUS  On Us Bestow Thy Blessing                    F. R. Lund 
 

POSTLUDE  Jubilant Finale                        M. Higgins  

                                                          (*1981) 
 
 

We kindly ask those who are able to remain seated to listen to the Postlude. 
 

  OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

Extend the right hand of Christian fellowship and greet those near 
you after the service. Members, see that visitors meet the Ministers. 

 
 

DEACON OF THE DAY:  Gary Lambert 
 

Cover image is by James J. Tissot, 

"Jesus Preaches the Sermon on the Mount" (1886-1896), watercolor 
 

************************************************************************ 

The flowers in the pulpit are given in loving memory of Tommy Chaloner on 
her birthday, February 3, with love, from Peter and Jeanne Chaloner. 

************************************************************************ 

 

 



************************************************************************ 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE 
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

************************************************************************* 

HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 
ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

************************************************************************* 

DVD RECORDINGS ARE MADE OF THE SERVICE AND 
ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR BORROWING. 

************************************************************************* 

Have you remembered First Church in you will? 

************************************************************************* 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH 
SUN FEB 02  8:30am  Worship          
    9:15am  Chapel Chimers, room 11 

       10:00am  Worship, Sunday School & Childcare 
       11:30am  Chili Contest, dining room; Drama, Nauss Hall 
 

MON FEB 03  9:30am  Bible, Friends & Coffee, room 15 
    6:00pm  Safe Church, room 9 
    7:00pm  All Boards; Drama rehearsal, Nauss Hall 
 

TUE FEB 04         10:00am  Staff meeting, room 10 
           12:00pm  Men’s Munchers 
    1:00pm  Stewardship, room 15 
    2:30pm  Victorian Handworks, dining room 
    5:00pm  Joyful Noise, Nauss Hall 
    7:00pm  First Folk; Drama, Nauss Hall 
       Radio Club, dining room 
    7:30pm  Vespers, Shaw Chapel 
 

WED FEB 05  8:00am  Men’s Group, parlor 
            1:30pm  Coffee with Ken, Riverwalk Café 
    6:45pm  Chancel Choir 
    7:00pm  Drama, Nauss Hall 
 

THU FEB 06        10:00am  Thrift Shop 
    7:00pm  Decibells 
 

FRI FEB 07  9:30am  Title 1, kitchen 
    1:00pm  Rehearsal, Shaw Chapel 
    2:30pm  Hunt Communion 
 

SAT FEB 08         8:00am  Jr High Ski trip, Pat’s Peak 
          11:00am  Sisters in Sobriety, Nauss Hall  
 

Sunday, February 9, 2020 
One Worship Service at 10:00 AM 

Annual Meeting at 11:30 AM 



           Notes from the Chancel  
 

This Sunday in Worship our CHANCEL CHOIR supports of Communion liturgy at both 
worship services. Our congregation may notice a slightly different set-up down front this 
morning… Our Christmas Eve project for the 11 PM service worked so well in utilizing our 
Mason and Hamlin historic grand piano for an anthem and a Debussy Prelude, we created 
a service this morning, where the piano shares in the offering of worship music along with 
our Anderson Memorial Pipe Organ, with a unique placement in our Sanctuary. 
 

This morning, the piano opens worship in the PRELUDE with the beloved opening 
movement of Beethoven’s Sonata (as listed in the bulletin), but more commonly known as 
the “Moonlight” Sonata. Its contemplative, almost melancholy harmonic structure focuses 
our minds on hearing the Still Small Voice. Followed by a Choral Introit, by our Chancel 
Choir, and penned by our Composer-in-Residence Floice Lund, we begin worship 
together with a rousing opening hymn to the beloved hymn tune CWM RHONDDA. (Which in 
Welsh means “Rhondda Valley”) 
 

Our newer use of a Responsive Psalm on Communion Sundays at the 10 AM service, 
draws its sources directly from the New Century Hymnal of the United Church of Christ 
(the denomination of which our church is a member). Psalm 15’s setting this morning is 
penned by Emma Lou Diemer, a Yale and Eastman grad, who is known for a wide swath 
of 20th century writing for the church, and classical music. The singing of Psalms weekly 
precedes the use of any hymns in the Congregational tradition. Psalmody was once the 
only congregational song “allowed” in worship, until Hymnody began to influence worship 
in this denomination in the 19th century. 
 

And then we come to our choral music this morning! Rather rare, to hear our Chancel Choir 
accompanied by piano for all of their choral music. Although we have offered both 
Communion works traditionally with organ, as the new Offertory work is so clearly written 
for a piano accompaniment, it only seemed fitting to offer the remaining two anthems as 
well to match. They will feature two of our Chancel Choir members: Leslie Woodard on 
flute in the “In Remembrance”, and Deborah Graham Nordyke, soprano at the opening 
of Agnus Dei. (Lamb of God). 
 

The Offertory is one of the best-known musical settings of the Beatitudes, borrowed from 
our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters, but in a very fresh new arrangement of David 
Haas’ original by choral composer Mark Hayes. – The choral anthem during the Bread, is 
an excerpt from a youth musical written for the Southern Baptist church in 1972, and 
features a flute obbligato to the lilting accompaniment and repetitive text. – The Lamb of 
God offered during the Cup has a unique modern voice, that almost sounds a little “out of 
this world.” In rehearsal, we do call it that “Star Trek” Agnus, as it has chord progressions 
quite reminiscent of film soundtracks in that genre. It’s ending in particular, is a “beloved” 
measure of music in Chancel Choir rehearsals. Ask a choir member! 
 

Closing corporate worship is a contemporary Postlude penned by young composer 
Michael Higgins. With works published by the Royal School of Church Music and Oxford 
University Press, this young voice of the British music scene is leaving his mark in the 
choral world, in particular.  



Christian Education Corner 
Today in the Sunday School     February 2, 2020 

Today is the fourth Sunday after Epiphany and the liturgical color is green. 
 

Nursery Care - The church nursery opens at 9:45 AM to care for children under the age 
of 3 during the 10:00 AM worship service.  Nursery coordinators are on hand to greet 
parents and explain the procedure for checking in and picking up your child. 
 

New Chapel Worship for Students 
Starting TODAY, students 3 years old-6th grade (MAD students will remain in the 
sanctuary for communion) will go to Shaw Chapel for a Worship service on the FIRST 
Sunday of each month. Rev. Ken will lead worship and classes will assist with readings, 
offering and ushering. Students will then go to class for their lessons. Students will 
continue to go to the sanctuary on the other Sundays for Children’s message.  
Please speak with Rev. Ken or Diane Matthes if you have any questions. 
 

What Students Will be Learning Today 

 Preschool-K will learn about the Good Samaritan. Luke 10:29-37  

 Grades1 and 2 will learn about Jesus calling Peter, James, John and Andrew. Matt 
4:18-22; Mk 1:16-20; Luke 5:1-11 

 Grades 3-5 will continue their unit on Faith in Action, learning about Visiting the 
Sick. Matt 25:31-46 

 Grade 6 will help prepare for the chili contest. 

 MAD will remain in church for communion. 
 

If you see a student in coffee hour, ask them what they learned in class today! 
 

Nursery Caregivers Needed - Adult volunteers are needed to join the team of caregivers 
in the nursery.  Volunteers serve on teams, rotating on duty every sixth Sunday. If you 
would like to spend some quality time with the youngest members of our church family, 
contact Diane Matthes at 882-4861.  
 

Valentine Care Packages 
Everyone is invited to join in the effort to make Valentine’s Day special for young adults 
who are away from home.  First Church sends Valentine care packages to college students 
to remind them that they are important members of the First Church family.  This ministry 
is met with sincere appreciation.  Many recipients write back telling how much the church 
means to them. 
 

Donations of wrapped candy may be dropped in the Valentine boxes before 10 AM on 
Sunday, February 9.   
 

Parents, if you have a young adult away from home, please be sure to confirm or 
update their address with Diane Matthes in the Christian Education office.  We DO 
NOT automatically use addresses from Halloween packages. The deadline for 
confirming or changing addresses is Sunday, February 2. 
 

The deadline for candy is before 10:00 A.M. on Sunday, February 9.  Promptly at 10, the 
MAD service class packs and labels all the boxes.  



Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

14th Annual Chili Contest - Today! Join us in the dining room after the 10 AM service 
and taste test all of the different types of chili.  Rev. Ken will be roaming around testing and 
judging! All proceeds will benefit the Mission Trip Fund. 

++++ 

Last call for nominations for the Kathryn Brigham Service Award.  Please fill out the form 
in today’s bulletin and place it in the box in Fellowship Hall or return it to the church office.  
The award will be given out at Annual Meeting on February 9. 

++++ 

Join the Usher Team!  Are you new to the church and looking to meet people or are you 
looking for a way to rekindle friendships from the past?  Come join the ushering team and 
we’ll guarantee that this is what will happen.  Visit us in Fellowship Hall following the 
services today to find out more, ask questions and meet some of the present ushers who 
will be more than willing to give you answers. 

++++ 

On February 9, there will be one service at 10:00 AM. Please make note of the time 
change.  Post worship, there will be a cookie sale to benefit the mission trip fund. Anyone 
wishing to donate cookies may drop them off at the CE Corner that morning.   
Annual Meeting will begin at 11:30 AM.   

++++ 

All Boards meet tomorrow, February 3. The evening begins with worship at 7:00 PM in 
the sanctuary. 

++++ 

The March newsletter deadline is February 10. Please send your articles to Sue. 
++++ 

Please return your pledge card if you haven’t done so, already.  Cards are available 
in the pew racks, at the back of the sanctuary, and in Fellowship Hall. 
Contact Dianne Smigliani in the church office if you have any questions.  

++++ 

Offering Envelopes - If you requested offering envelopes, they can be found on the 
windowsill in the coatroom area.  If you didn’t request them, but would like some, contact 
Dianne Smigliani in the church office. 

++++ 

The Holiday Fair Committee invites you to a potluck supper on Wednesday, February 
19 at 4:30 PM in the dining room to start organizing the 2020 Fair.  Help is needed with all 
the various aspects of the fair.  For more information and to RSVP, contact Jocelyn 
Henning or the church office.  

++++ 

Friday Night at the Movies - “Ghost” - February 21 - 7:00 PM 
This 1990 fantasy thriller stars the late Patrick Swayze, Demi Moore, and Whoopie 
Goldberg.  The plot centers on a young woman in jeopardy (Moore), the ghost of her 
murdered lover (Swayze), and a reluctant psychic (Goldberg) who assists him in saving 
her.  Come have fun watching, laughing, imagining, and discussing what life after death 
might be like and how we communicate, or not, with those who have passed on.  
 

Join Rev. Jami in the dining room for the showing of this movie. Bring your favorite snacks 
to share.  We’ll have the popcorn and soda ready for you.   



Outreach Focus of the Month 
End 68 Hours of Hunger 

End 68 Hours of Hunger was started in Somersworth, NH and has been operating in 
Nashua for 5 years working to help fight food insecurity.  Childhood food insecurity occurs 
when children receive insufficient food on a regular basis.  Beyond the physical problems 
associated with malnutrition after a while these children develop a fear of hunger that 
greatly impacts their behavior. 
 

End 68 Hours of Hunger puts nourishing food in the hands of the children who do not have 
enough to eat between their last meal at school on Friday to their first meal at school on 
Monday (68 hours) to carry them through the weekend.  Children in the program arrive in 
school on Monday much more receptive to learning and Friday’s anxieties disappear. 
 

The Nashua Chapter now provides 347 elementary school students with a weekend supply 
of food every Friday.  Volunteers are welcome at their warehouse (17 Airport Road) on 
Wednesday nights at 7:00 PM to assist with packing these bags.  
 

Last week, the Sunday School classes did a food drive for End 68 Hours. Outreach also 
collects food for this program and delivers it regularly to the Nashua warehouse.  We 
welcome donations of the following items:  Peanut Butter, Saltines/Graham Crackers, 
Canned Beef Stew, Canned Pasta, Canned Soup, Hormel Complete Meals, Mac & 
Cheese, Fruit Cups, Granola Bars, Canned Tuna or Chicken,  Individual Oatmeal packets, 
Pudding Cups and Instant Rice or Noodles.  Look for the blue donation box in Fellowship 
Hall. 

++++ 

Do you like to ski? Would you like to ski with other church members at a local ski area?  
There is a sign-up sheet at Sign-up Central where you can indicate your preferred day(s) 
and local ski area(s) along with alternates.  If there is enough interest and alignment 
between a date and ski area, we will try to put together a ski outing.  Should you have any 
questions, please contact Walter Marquis or the church office. 

++++ 
Winter parking reminder - Use caution when parking along the north side of the church 
building. Heed the posted signs. Falling snow and ice can cause damage to your cars! 

++++ 

Church Cancellation Policy - In the event of inclement weather, a power outage, or 
severe weather advisory, First Church may cancel the First Service, Sunday School, or All 
Services. Please visit the church webpage (www.tfcucc.org), or Facebook Page (First 
Church Nashua UCC) for any cancellation notices. You can also check media outlets 
WMUR Channel 9, or WZID 95.7 under the heading First Church Nashua. The notifications 
will read as follows: First Service Cancelled or Sunday School Cancelled or All Services 
Cancelled and will be announced by 6am on the Sunday in question. 

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, February 9, 2020 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

8:30     First Folk 
10:00   First Folk, Joyful Noise 
 



Church Happenings and Outreach - Ongoing 
Bereavement Calendar - The church office keeps a bereavement calendar to help us 
better remember and celebrate the lives of church members, friends, and loved ones who 
have recently passed away.  If your family experiences a loss, please contact the church 
office so that we can be sure to include you in our prayers and our records. 

++++ 

Bible, Friends, and Coffee Bible Study meets every Monday (except holidays) from 
9:30-11:00 AM in room 15, in the Walker Building.  Rev. Andy and Rev. Ken facilitate the 
discussion group.  No sign-up is required.  If you have a Bible, bring it; if not, one will be 
supplied for you. 

++++ 

Caregivers Support Group meets on the second Thursday of the month at 3:00 PM in 
the library in the Walker Building.  Contact Rev. Jami for more information. 
 
Chapel Vespers meets every Tuesday, 7:30-8:00 PM through February 18 in Shaw 
Chapel on the first floor of the Walker Building. Rev. Andy, Rev. Ken and Rev. Jami share 
this ministry. Services include scripture, meditation, a simple message, prayer, silence, 
music, and an invitation to healing.  No need to sign up. Come as you are and feel free to 
bring friend. 

++++ 

Coffee with Ken meets every Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 at Riverwalk Café.  Join him for a 
cup of coffee and casual conversation. 

++++ 

The Empty Nest Fellowship meets on the fourth Thursday (note the change) of the 
month at 7:00 PM.  The group will meet on February 28 at the Nashua Country Club.  
Discussion will center on this past holiday season.  Sign up at Sign-up Central. Contact the 
church office for more information 

++++ 

End 68 Hours of Hunger provides bags of food weekly to local elementary school children 
who would otherwise not have food over the weekend.  See the list of needed items under 
“Focus of the Month”. 

++++ 

First Church serves dinner at the Nashua Soup Kitchen on the third Tuesday and 
fourth Friday of the month from 4:00-6:00 PM.  New volunteers are always welcome to 
participate in this simple, but important outreach ministry.  To serve on a Tuesday please 
contact Patricia Cooper.  If you are interested in helping on a Friday, please call Cindy 
Staradub.   

++++ 

The Giving Card offers an option for those folks who give electronically or monthly to 
symbolically participate in the offering.  Cards can be found in the pews and in the basket 
at the back of the sanctuary.  Simply place it in the offering plate. 

++++ 

Helping Hands Volunteers meets every third Wednesday of the month from 9:00 AM-
Noon. If you can spare a couple of hours once a month to help our sexton, Bruce Lund, 
with various projects around the church, please sign up at Sign-up Central. This fellowship 
group is open to men and women! For more information, call the church office or Bill 
Thompson. 



Men’s Breakfast Group meets every Thursday morning at 7:30 AM at the Pine Street 
Eatery, 136 Pine St., Nashua. Contact Ken Chapman or the church office for more 
information. 

++++ 

Men’s Monthly Fellowship meets on the second Thursday at 7:00 PM.  The group will 
meet on February 13 at the Brenners’ place for dinner and viewing of a documentary about 
baseball pitcher Armando Galarraga. Contact Rev. Ken for more details. 

++++ 

Men’s Midweek group meets every Wednesday at 8:00 AM in the parlor (adjacent to 
Fellowship Hall).  Led by Rev. Andy, the group meets for coffee, fellowship and topical 
discussions.  This season the group will read Wayne Muller’s “A Life of Being, Having, and 
Doing Enough”. Contact Rev. Andy with any questions. 

++++ 

The Men’s Munchers meet on the first Tuesday of the month at noon for lunch and 
fellowship.  On February 4, the group will dine at Pine Street Eatery, 136 Pine St., 
Nashua.  All men of the church and their guests are welcome.  Contact Ken Chapman or 
the church office for more information.  

++++ 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry – Knitters and crocheters are invited to work on prayer shawls 
at home.  Contact Karen Bianchi, Laurel Lang, or the church office to see how you can be 
involved in this simple, but meaningful ministry. 

++++ 

Pulpit Flowers – If you would like to provide flowers for the pulpit, please sign up on the 
chart in Fellowship Hall.  Flower arrangements can be purchased from your favorite florist 
or can be created from flowers you’ve purchased or grown.  Register on the sign-up sheet 
in Fellowship Hall or call the church office. 

++++ 

The Visitation Ministry meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 1:30 PM in room 
10 in the Walker Building. Please contact Rev. Jami for more information. 

++++ 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality, led by Rev. Jami, meets on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
(generally) following the 10:00 service in the dining room. The group is studying the 1955 
classic novella, Hinds Feet on High Places, written by Hannah Hurnard.  Upcoming dates:  
February 16 & 23; March 8 (room 10) & 22; April 5 & 19; May 10 & 24; June 14. Contact 
Rev. Jami with any questions. 

++++ 

What’s Happening at NHCUCC 
The New Hampshire Conference of the UCC has seven mission groups who meet monthly 
to address issues of social justice in our churches and communities. Visit 
https://www.nhcucc.org/ to see the calendar.  Meetings are held at the New Hampshire 
Conference, UCC, 140 Sheep Davis Rd, Pembroke, NH 03275. 
 
 

 
 
 



 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Coordinator of Christian Education, Diane E. Matthes, dmatthes@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 
 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church please 

seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in 

November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month 

and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every 

member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:  9:00 AM-Noon and 1:00-4:00 PM, Mon – Fri 

Sunday:  8:00 AM-Noon (closed during the 10:00 service) 
 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 

Find us on Facebook 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchNashua?ref=ts&fref=ts

