
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Congregational – United Church Of Christ 
 
† 

 
Gathered December 16, 1685 

 
“No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

 



Morning Worship 
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

February 16, 2020                               8:30 & 10:00 AM 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

TOWER CHIMES (10:00)                                           Carolyn Halstead 
 

CANDLE LIGHTER (10:00)                                     Allie C. 
 

MEDITATION  “Be a sinner and sin boldly, but believe and rejoice 
 in Christ even more boldly.”                             Martin Luther 

 

PRELUDE  Fantaisie on HYMNE PORTUGAIS                        J. Grison 

        Introduction                  (1842 – 1896) 
        Theme (melody on Cornopean) 

        Fugue 
        Pastorale (Vox Humana & Doppeflute) 
        Finale 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: O God, You are righteous. 
People: Transform us by Your Word! 
Leader: Your judgments are upright. 
People: Transform us by Your Word! 
Leader: Your precepts are unforgettable. 
People: Transform us by Your Word! 
Leader: Give us understanding and we will live. 
People: Re-form us, reconcile us; transform us by Your Word! 

 

*HYMN #14  The God of Abraham Praise        LEONI 
 

*OPENING PRAYER (Unison) 
Almighty and Gracious God, throughout history You have gathered people 
around Your word to instruct and inspire.  We give thanks for all who have 
believed in Your promises and followed in your ways.  Enable us to grow in love 
and understanding for each other. Free us from sin, Holy God, cleanse our 
hearts and minds; let us join with You in Your suffering and Your triumph.  We 
desire to be Your children and we claim these blessings in Your Son’s name. 
Amen. 

 

*PRAISE #1/1  Our God, Our Help in Ages Past          ST. ANNE 

Our God, our help in ages past, 
   Our hope for years to come, 
   Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
   And our eternal home. 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

GREETINGS 
 

AFFIRMATION OF MINISTRY (10:00) 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS          Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey 
the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving 
the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, 
and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God 
will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns 
away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve 
them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land 
that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to 
witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and 
curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your 
God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of 
days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, 
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

                        Matthew 5:21-37 
“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; 
and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that if you are 
angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother 
or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable 
to the hell of fire. So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that 
your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the 
altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer 
your gift. Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court 
with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, 
and you will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you 
have paid the last penny. 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you 
that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is 
better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown 
into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is 
better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell. “It 
was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 
divorce.’ But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of 
unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman 
commits adultery. 



“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear 
falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ But I say to you, Do not 
swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his 
footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. And do not swear by 
your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ 
or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one. 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

VOLUNTARY  There’s Something About That Name    G. Gaither 
     DECIBELLS                       (*1942) 
 

SERMON   “Dare to be a Sinner”              Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
                                         arr. Axelson 
 

*HYMN   Where Charity and Love Prevail         CHRISTIAN LOVE 
 (10:00)           CCLI#3034682   Source: New Century Hymnal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
*LITANY OF THE GREAT COMMANDMENT 
Leader: Love the Lord your God with all of your heart, your mind and your 

soul. 
People: We will love the Lord our God with intensity such that no substitute 

will suffice; the very mention of God's name will be precious to us as 
we hold to all that is good, beautiful and true as revealed in Jesus 
Christ. 

Leader: Love your neighbor as yourself. 
People: We will respect the wisdom of our elders.  We will protect the lives 

and the reputations of those around us.  We will cherish the 
relationships entrusted to us.  We will not take what is not ours.  We 
will learn the value of enough. 

Leader: Love the Lord your God. 
People: Amen. 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY  This Little Light of Mine              H. D. Loes 

                         (1892 – 1965) 
                        arr. Tucker 
 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                               OLD HUNDRETH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
Holy God, accept these humble gifts we pray and in our hearts forever stay. 
With these gifts may You bring peace that suffering, want and war may cease. 
Amen.   
 

*HYMN #372  How Firm A Foundation                    ADESTE FIDELIS 
 
 
 

 



*BENEDICTION  
 

 
 

POSTLUDE  Nine Hymn Preludes         G. Young 

     ii. Toccata on LEONI         (1919 – 1998) 
 

 
 

We kindly ask those who are able to remain seated to listen to the Postlude. 
 

 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

Extend the right hand of Christian fellowship and greet those near 
 you after the service. Members, see that visitors meet the Ministers.  

 

DEACON OF THE DAY:  Rich Smigliani 
GREETERS:  Mark and Vera Bourgeois 
 

 

************************************************************************* 

The flowers in the pulpit are given in loving memory  
of Maybeth Oberti, by Janet and John Oberti. 

************************************************************************ 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE 
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

************************************************************************* 
HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 

ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

************************************************************************* 
DVD RECORDINGS ARE MADE OF THE SERVICE AND 

ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR BORROWING. 

************************************************************************* 

Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

************************************************************************* 

 

 

 
 

Ash Wednesday Service, February 26 - 7:30 PM 
Join Rev. Andy and Rev. Ken in the sanctuary for 

this service of Confession and Contemplation. 
Music offerings by the Chancel Choir. 

 

 



              Notes from the Chancel 
This morning in worship, our Prelude sets a perhaps odd tone for the post-Christmas 
season. The beloved melody featured, long before it was a Christmas hymn, was the tune 
of the Portuguese National Anthem, penned at the Portuguese Embassy in London, by J. 
Reading, in 1629. Jules Grison is known in the organ world as a “not-so-subtle” composer 
of the French Romantic era. Although celebrated by his listeners, his more “refined” 
colleagues looked markedly down on his writing as too florid, overstated, and vulgar. The 
Prelude may in part fit this bill, but what a piece of music to open worship, which brings us 
a preview of the melody of this morning’s closing hymn! 
 

Our Opening Hymn this morning is attributed to the great Hebrew scholar Moses 
Malmonides (1130 – 1205) who summed up essential doctrines of Judaism into thirteen 
articles of faith. Daniel ben Judah, arranged these articles into a metrical form known as 
the Yigdal or Doxology. After hearing it sung antiphonally at the Great Synagogue at 
Duke’s Palace in London, Thomas Olivers (a Wesleyan preacher from Wales) introduced 
its melody and text into hymnody of the Methodist tradition, of which the translation is a 
collaboration between a Jewish Rabbi and Unitarian Minister in Rochester, New York! 
 

Decibells has the challenge of offering two works this morning in worship. The first, in the 
Voluntary, a beloved American-Gospel tune by Gloria and Bill Gaither, with the following 
meditative text: 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus; there's just something about that name. 
Master, Savior, Jesus, like the fragrance after the rain; 
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, let all Heaven and earth proclaim 

Kings and kingdoms will all pass away, 
But there's something about that name. 

 

© 1970 – William J. Gaither 
 

The bell choir’s piece in the Offertory, is another American-Gospel tune, penned in the 
1920’s by Harry Dixon Loes. A Kalamazoo, Michigan native: Loes studied at the Moody 
Bible Institute and the American Conservatory. This tune is now a beloved melody, 
especially in Children’s Ministries. But this morning’s arrangement is far from “childlike” – 
the complexity of the writing uses multiple techniques for the handbells. Mallets are used 
to play the “walking bass” melody and different damping and ringing techniques, along with 
insertion of choir chimes elements are used to make the piece sound like a “bell big 
band”.  It is one of the more difficult works the choir has learned, in my almost twelve-year 
tenure at the church. 
 

The closing hymn this morning, uses that beloved “Christmas melody” ADESTE FIDELIS in 
a general hymn setting found in American hymnals since around 1787. (And a favorite of 
our Senior Pastor!) - The text’s matching to this particular tune may be found as late as 
1851 in a publication called “Temple Melodies” which had the novelty of the day, in which 
words and music were printed together on the same page, which was “new” back then, as 
Psalmody was printed traditionally in text only with no music. So, it seems some early hymn 
writing (as in the time of Luther) used vernacular tunes recognizable to the congregation 
to have “them” sing the hymns instead of a choir. (Choirs, and organs, anyway coming 
much later in the tradition in Congregationalism than other denominations) 
 
 

Sources: Guide to the Pilgrim Hymnal, Ronander and Porter, Pilgrim Press, © 1966; Wikipedia 



Christian Education Corner 
Today in the Sunday School     February 16, 2020 

Today is the Sixth Sunday after Epiphany. The liturgical color is green. 
 

Nursery Care - The church nursery opens at 9:45 AM to care for children under 
the age of 3 during the 10:00 AM worship service.  Nursery coordinators are on 
hand to greet parents and explain the procedure for checking in and picking up 
your child. 
 

What Students Will be Learning Today 

 Preschool-K will learn about Jesus and the Children. Matt.19:13-15  

 Grades 1 and 2 will learn about Mary and Martha. Luke 10:38-42 

 Grades 3-5 will continue their unit on Lent, learning about Jesus 
Choosing Matthew. Mark 2:13-17 

 Grade 6 will learn about the Beauty in Being Different. 

 MAD meet in room 9 and hear a presentation on the Grow Nashua 
program. 

 

CWS Hygiene Kits - Starting last week and running until April 26, the Sunday 
school will be collecting items for Church World Service’s Hygiene Kits. Each 
class has been assigned a specific item and in April the MAD class will 
assemble the kits.  
 

Heifer Collection – Heifer collection cans, calendars and booklets have been 
distributed to the Sunday School students.  This year’s Heifer project will run 
from through April 5.  Cans will be collected on Palm Sunday during the Heifer 
Procession.  Any adults who would like to participate are encouraged to pick up 
a can at the CE Corner table in Fellowship Hall. 
 

New Chapel Worship for Students – February 2 was the start of Chapel 
Worship for students 3 yrs. old-6th grade.  Those students will go to Shaw 
Chapel for a Worship Service on the FIRST Sunday of each month (MAD 
students will remain in the sanctuary for communion).  Rev. Ken will lead 
worship and classes will assist with readings, offering and ushering.  Students 
will then go to class for their lessons.  Students will continue to go to the 
sanctuary on the other Sundays staying through the Children’s Message.  
Please speak with Rev. Ken or Diane Matthes if you have any questions. 
 

SAVE the DATE!  Pretzels, March 8 

 



Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

Cookie Sale Results - Thank you to everyone who donated and bought 

cookies at last Sunday’s cookie sale.  We made $480 for the Mission Trip Fund.   
++++ 

Annual Meeting follow up - Immediately following the 2020 Annual Meeting 
last Sunday, the Prudential Committee re-elected Charlie Morris as 
Chairperson for a one-year term. 

++++ 

The Holiday Fair Committee invites you to a potluck supper this 
Wednesday, February 19 at 4:30 PM in the dining room. The committee will 
start organizing the 2020 Fair.  Help is needed with all the various aspects of 
the fair. If you are interested and have ideas, plan to attend! For more 
information and to RSVP, contact Jocelyn Henning or the church office.  

++++ 

Friday Night at the Movies - “Ghost” - February 21 - 7:00 PM:  This 1990 
fantasy thriller stars the late Patrick Swayze, Demi Moore, and Whoopie 
Goldberg.  The plot centers on a young woman in jeopardy (Moore), the ghost 
of her murdered lover (Swayze), and a reluctant psychic (Goldberg) who assists 
him in saving her.  Come have fun watching, laughing, imagining, and 
discussing what life after death might be like and how we communicate, or not, 
with those who have passed on.  
 

Join Rev. Jami in the dining room for the showing of this movie. Bring your 
favorite snacks to share.  We’ll have the popcorn and soda ready for you.   

++++ 

Contemplative Supper and the Lenten Study Series - This year’s Lenten 
Study Series will be held in the church dining room at 7:00 PM on Tuesdays 
throughout March.  The theme will be “Love the Lord Your God with All Your 
Heart, Mind, Soul, and Strength.”  
 

The program begins with a Contemplative Soup and Bread Supper and 
series introduction on March 3.  Please sign up for this gathering ahead of 
time at Sign-up Central.  
 

Below is the full schedule for the series: 
March 3:    Series Introduction and Contemplative Supper led by Rev. Andy 
March 10:  “…With All Your Heart” led by Rev. Jami 
March 17:  “…With All Your Mind” led by Rev. Ken 
March 24:  “…With All Your Soul” led by Rev. Jami 
March 31:  “…With All Your Strength” led by Rev. Andy 
 
 



Mitten Tree Update - Thank You First Church for giving so generously of your 
time, talents and treasures.  This year our Mitten Tree ministry delivered 120 
pairs of mittens (and 4 hats), some handmade and some purchased, to our 
neighborhood schools.  You may have read in a recent Telegraph article that 
over 70% of the children in these schools qualify for free lunch.  The need is 
obvious and the schools are grateful. 

++++ 

Come Try Hand bells!!  Kids (big and small) are invited to try playing bells (big 
and small) in the fireside room at 11:30 AM on Sunday March 15.  No sign-up 
or musical experience is required.  For those who want more, we’ll be starting 
a beginners’ hand bell choir (open to all grades 5 and up, no music experience 
required) which will meet after church on Sundays from 11:30 AM-Noon 
beginning on April 19.  Come join the fun!  To sign up for the choir or ask any 
questions, please contact Rhonda O’Keefe  

++++ 

Outreach Focus of the Month 
End 68 Hours of Hunger 

End 68 Hours of Hunger started in Somersworth, NH and has been operating 
in Nashua for 5 years working to help fight food insecurity.  Childhood food 
insecurity occurs when children receive insufficient food on a regular basis.  
Beyond the physical problems associated with malnutrition after a while these 
children develop a fear of hunger that greatly impacts their behavior. 
 

End 68 Hours of Hunger puts nourishing food in the hands of the children who 
do not have enough to eat between their last meal at school on Friday to their 
first meal at school on Monday (68 hours) to carry them through the weekend.  
Children in the program arrive in school on Monday much more receptive to 
learning and Friday’s anxieties disappear. 
 

The Nashua Chapter now provides 347 elementary school students with a 
weekend supply of food every Friday.  Volunteers are welcome at their 
warehouse (17 Airport Road) on Wednesday nights at 7:00 PM to assist with 
packing these bags.  
 

Outreach collects food for this program, on an ongoing basis, and delivers it 
regularly to the Nashua warehouse.  We welcome donations of the following 
items:  Peanut Butter, Saltines/Graham Crackers, Canned Beef Stew, Canned 
Pasta, Canned Soup, Hormel Complete Meals, Mac & Cheese, Fruit Cups, 
Granola Bars, Canned Tuna or Chicken,  Individual Oatmeal packets, Pudding 
Cups and Instant Rice or Noodles.  Look for the blue donation box in Fellowship 
Hall. 
 
 



It’s a sign of spring! The thrift shop is now accepting spring and summer 
clothing. Leave items (clean and in good repair) in the marked bin near the 
stained glass window at the courtyard entrance during office hours or on 
Sunday.  Items we need: boy’s and girl’s clothing up to size 14, baby clothes, 
women’s clothing, all sizes (jeans, pants, shirts, suits, dresses, spring jackets 
and sweaters), costume jewelry, pocket books and accessories, small 
knickknacks. Please take winter items to the Salvation Army.  
Thank you for your continued support.  All the money collected is used to 
support outreach in the Nashua community.  

++++ 
We no longer collect young men’s clothing. Those items may be taken to 
The Pilgrim Church or the Salvation Army. 

++++ 
Do you like to ski? Would you like to ski with other church members at a local 
ski area?  There is a sign-up sheet at Sign-up Central where you can indicate 
your preferred day(s) and local ski area(s) along with alternates.  If there is 
enough interest and alignment between a date and ski area, we will try to put 
together a ski outing.  Should you have any questions, please contact Walter 
Marquis or the church office. 

++++ 
Offering Envelopes - If you requested offering envelopes, they can be found 
on the windowsill in the coatroom area.  If you didn’t request them, but would 
like some, contact Dianne Smigliani in the church office. 

++++ 
Church Cancellation Policy - In the event of inclement weather, a power 
outage, or severe weather advisory, First Church may cancel the First Service, 
Sunday School, or All Services. Please visit the church webpage 
(www.tfcucc.org), or Facebook Page (First Church Nashua UCC) for any 
cancellation notices. You can also check media outlets WMUR Channel 9, or 
WZID 95.7 under the heading First Church Nashua. The notifications will read 
as follows: First Service Cancelled or Sunday School Cancelled or All Services 
Cancelled and will be announced by 6am on the Sunday in question. 

++++ 

Winter parking reminder - Use caution when parking along the north side of 
the church building. Heed the posted signs. Falling snow and ice can cause 
damage to your cars! 

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, February 23, 2020 
Janet Poisson, soprano 
Elena Stabile, soprano 
 



Church Happenings and Outreach - Ongoing 
 

Bereavement Calendar - The church office keeps a bereavement calendar to 
help us better remember and celebrate the lives of church members, friends, 
and loved ones who have recently passed away.  If your family experiences a 
loss, please contact the church office so that we can be sure to include you in 
our prayers and our records. 

++++ 

Bible, Friends, and Coffee Bible Study meets every Monday (except 
holidays), 9:30-11:00 AM in room 15, in the Walker Building.  Rev. Andy and 
Rev. Ken facilitate the discussion group.  No sign-up is required.  If you have a 
Bible, bring it; if not, one will be supplied for you. 

++++ 

The Caregiver’s Support Group meets on the second Thursday of the 
month at 3:00 PM in the library in the Walker Building.  Please contact Rev. 
Jami for more information. 

++++ 

Chapel Vespers meets every Tuesday, 7:30-8:00 PM through February 18 
in Shaw Chapel on the first floor of the Walker Building.  Rev. Andy, Rev. Ken 
and Rev. Jami share this ministry.  Services include scripture, meditation, a 
simple message, prayer, silence, music, and an invitation to healing.  No need 
to sign up. Come as you are and feel free to bring friend.  

++++ 

Coffee with Ken meets every Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 at Riverwalk Café.  Join 
him for a cup of coffee and casual conversation. 

++++ 

Empty Nest Fellowship - The next gathering will be on February 27 at the 
Nashua Country Club at 7:00 PM. Discussion will be about the holiday season. 
Sign up at Sign-up Central. Contact Rev. Andy or Dianne Smigliani with any 
questions. 

++++ 

End 68 Hours of Hunger provides bags of food weekly to local elementary 
school children who would otherwise not have food over the weekend. See the 
list of needed items under “Outreach Focus of the Month”. 

++++ 

First Church serves dinner at the Nashua Soup Kitchen on the third 
Tuesday and fourth Friday of the month from 4:00-6:00 PM.  New volunteers 
are always welcome to participate in this simple, but important outreach 
ministry.  To serve on a Tuesday please contact Patricia Cooper or the church 
office.  If you are interested in helping on a Friday, please contact Cindy 
Staradub or the church office.   



The Giving Card offers an option for those folks who give electronically or 
monthly to symbolically participate in the offering.  Cards can be found in the 
basket at the back of the sanctuary.  Simply place it in the offering plate. 

++++ 

Helping Hands Volunteers meets on the third Wednesday of the month, 
9:00 AM-Noon. If you can spare a couple of hours once a month to help our 
sexton, Bruce Lund, with various projects around the church, please sign up at 
Sign-up Central.  This fellowship group is open to men and women!  For more 
information, call the church office or Bill Thompson. 

++++ 

In-Reach Meals Team - Home cooked meals bring much healing to people as 
they recuperate.  For when I was sick, you looked after me. Mt. 25:36.   If you 
would like to help provide meals to parishioners who are temporarily in need, 
please register at Sign-Up Central and offer meals as you are able. 

++++ 

The Men’s Breakfast Group meets every Thursday morning at 7:30 AM 
at the Pine Street Eatery, 136 Pine St., Nashua. Contact Ken Chapman or the 
church office for more information. 

++++ 

Men’s Midweek Group meets every Wednesday at 8:00 AM in the parlor 
(adjacent to Fellowship Hall).  Led by Rev. Andy, the group meets for coffee, 
fellowship and topical discussions.  This season the group is reading Wayne 
Muller’s “A Life of Being, Having, and Doing Enough”. Contact Rev. Andy with 
any questions. 

++++ 

The Men’s Monthly Fellowship Group meets on the second Thursday of 
the month at 7:00 PM. The group will meet on March 12 for simulated golf at 
the Nashua Country Club. Contact Rev. Ken for more information. 

++++ 

The Men’s Munchers meets on the first Tuesday of the month at noon for 
lunch and fellowship.  On March 3, the group will dine at Lilac Blossom, 385 
East Dunstable Rd., Nashua. All men of the church and their guests are 
welcome.  Contact Ken Chapman or the church office for more information.  

++++ 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry – Knitters and crocheters are invited to work on 
prayer shawls at home.  Contact Karen Bianchi, Laurel Lang, or the church 
office to see how you can be involved in this simple, but meaningful ministry. 

++++ 

Pulpit Flowers – If you would like to provide flowers for the pulpit, please sign 
up on the chart in Fellowship Hall.  Flower arrangements can be purchased 
from your favorite florist or can be created from flowers you’ve purchased or 
grown.  Register on the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall or call the church office. 



The Visitation Ministry meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 1:30 
PM in room 10 in the Walker Building. Please contact Rev. Jami for more 
information. 

++++ 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality, led by Rev. Jami, meets on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays (generally) following the 10:00 service in the dining room. The 
group is studying the 1955 classic novella, Hinds Feet on High Places, written 
by Hannah Hurnard.  Upcoming dates: February 16 & 23; March 8 (room 10) & 
22; April 5 & 19; May 10 & 24; June 14. Contact Rev. Jami with any questions. 

++++ 

What’s Happening at NHCUCC - The New Hampshire Conference of the 
UCC has seven mission groups who meet monthly to address issues of social 
justice in our churches and communities. Visit https://www.nhcucc.org/ to see 
the calendar.  Meetings are held at the New Hampshire Conference, UCC, 
140 Sheep Davis Rd, Pembroke, NH 03275. 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH 
 

SUN FEB 16  8:30am  Worship          
    9:15am  Chapel Chimers, room 11 

       10:00am  Worship, Sunday School & Childcare 
       11:30am  Women’s Wisdom & Spirituality, Dining Room 
 1:00pm  Drama, Nauss Hall    

 

MON FEB 17     Church Office Closed 
    7:00pm  Drama, Nauss Hall   
 

TUE FEB 18         10:00am  Staff Meeting, Room 10 
    2:30pm  Victorian Handworks, Dining Room 
    4:00pm  Nashua Soup Kitchen & Shelter 
    7:00pm  Drama, Nauss Hall 
    7:30pm  Vespers, Shaw Chapel 
 

WED FEB 19  8:00am  Men’s Group, Parlor  
    1:30pm  Coffee with Ken, Riverwalk Café 
    4:30pm  Craft Committee Potluck, Dining Room 
    6:45pm  Chancel Choir 
 

THU FEB 20  7:30am  Men’s Breakfast, Pine Street Eatery 
           10:00am  Thrift Shop 
    7:00pm  Decibells 
 

FRI FEB 21  1:00pm  Music Lessons, Shaw Chapel 
    7:00pm  Movie Night, Dining Room  
 

SAT FEB 22        11:00am  Sisters in Sobriety, Nauss Hall 
 



 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Coordinator of Christian Education, Diane E. Matthes, dmatthes@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org 

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church 

please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and 

committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 

  
One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:  9:00 AM-Noon and 1:00-4:00 PM, Mon – Fri 

Sunday:  8:00 AM-Noon (closed during the 10:00 service) 
 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook 


