
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Congregational – United Church Of Christ 
 
† 

 
Gathered December 16, 1685 

 
“No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

 



Morning Worship 
Last Sunday after Epiphany 

Transfiguration 
 

February 23, 2020                               8:30 & 10:00 AM 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

TOWER CHIMES (10:00)                                                          Jim Stone       
 

CANDLE LIGHTER (10:00)                               Carolyn S.                
 

MEDITATION   
  “I do not at all understand the mystery of grace - only that it meets us 
  where we are but does not leave us where it found us.”         Anne Lamott 
 

PRELUDE  Partita on HYFRYDOL             C. Callahan 

I. Introduction and Chorale                       (*1951) 
          II.  Andante (Homage to J.S. Bach) 
          III.  Trio 
          IV.  Adagio 
           V.  Finale 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Today we remember the bright and brilliant moment of Jesus’ 

transfiguration on the mountaintop. 
People: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.” 
Leader: God said “Let there be light” and now that light shines in our hearts 

in the face of Jesus Christ. 
People: The mightiest One of all, God the Eternal, speaks and summons the 

whole earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
Leader: From God’s holy mountain, God’s light, the perfection of beauty, 

shines out. 
People: And the darkness has not overcome it! 

 

*HYMN   We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding        HYFRYDOL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                CCLI#3034682   Source: New Century Hymnal 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Forgive us, O God, when we stumble in the darkness and turn away from your 
face.  Strengthen us to walk in your brightness and live in your ways.  Enlighten 
the shadows that keep us from growing in your love and your way. Shower us 
with your grace so that we shine as your people upon this earth. We pray this, 
counting on your grace.  Amen. 
 

   A time of silence for personal reflection. 
 



*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader: May God pardon you and deliver you and give you time to amend 

your lives. 
People: Thanks be to God, Amen. 

 

*PRAISE #1/5  Time, Like an Ever-rolling Stream          ST. ANNE 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
   Bears all of us away; 
   They fly, forgotten, as a dream 
   Dies at the opening day. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

GREETINGS 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS                    Exodus 24:12-18 
The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will 
give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have 
written for their instruction.” So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses 
went up into the mountain of God. To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until 
we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may 
go to them.” Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 
mountain. The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for 
six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. Now the 
appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the 
mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered the cloud, and went up 
on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 

          Matthew 17:1-9 
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led 
them up a high mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and 
his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there 
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, 
“Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one 
for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, suddenly a 
bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, 
they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched 
them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” And when they looked up, they saw no 
one except Jesus himself alone. As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 
ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised 
from the dead.” 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
 



DUET    Barcarolle                    J. Offenbach 
     JANET POISSON, soprano     (1819  – 1880) 

     ELENA DE STASIO STABILE, soprano 
 

SERMON  “When a Glimpse is not Enough”  Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
                                         
 

*HYMN   Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain            SILVER SPRING 

 (10:00)            

            CCLI#3034682   Source: New Century Hymnal 
 
 



RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
*RESPONSIVE READING (Based on Psalm 99)  
Leader: The Lord is King! The Lord is King over all people and all creation. 
People: The foundations of God’s throne are justice and equity, and Holiness 

and Justice are names for the Lord our God. 
Leader: The Lord is King! The Lord is King over the nations, and humanity’s 

cultures, traditions and relationships. 
People: The foundations of God’s throne are love and mercy, and Love and 

Mercy are names for the Lord our God. 
Leader: The Lord is King! The Lord is King over all thought, imagination, 

intuition, and the endless search for knowledge. 
People: The foundation of God’s throne is wisdom, and Wisdom is a name for 

the Lord our God 
 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 

OFFERTORY  Flower Duet          L. Delibes 

                           (1836  – 1891) 
 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                               OLD HUNDRETH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
We worship you with our words, and with our songs, Lord, and we praise you 
with our money. Everything we have is yours, and these offerings are for the 
work of your kingdom come, on earth as it is in heaven. Amen. 
 
 

*HYMN #15  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty   LOBE DEN HERREN 
 

 

*BENEDICTION  
 



POSTLUDE  
Lobe den Herren, den mächtigen König der Ehren       J. G. Walther 

     Praise to the Lord, the mighty King of honor                 (1684 – 1748) 
 

 

We kindly ask those who are able to remain seated to listen to the Postlude. 
 

 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

Extend the right hand of Christian fellowship and greet those near 
 you after the service. Members, see that visitors meet the Ministers.  

 

 
DEACON OF THE DAY:  Bill McIntyre 
USHER IN CHARGE:  Charles Selover 
 

The bulletin cover is artwork from the Taizé Community. 
 

************************************************************************* 

The flowers in the pulpit are given in 
 loving memory of Tom, by Arlene Richmond. 

************************************************************************ 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE 
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

************************************************************************* 
HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 

ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

************************************************************************* 
DVD RECORDINGS ARE MADE OF THE SERVICE AND 

ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR BORROWING. 

************************************************************************* 

Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

************************************************************************* 

 

 

 
 

Ash Wednesday Service, February 26 - 7:30 PM 
Join Rev. Andy and Rev. Ken in the sanctuary for 

this service of Confession and Contemplation. 
Music offerings by the Chancel Choir. 

 



              Notes from the Chancel 
This morning, on the Last Sunday after Epiphany, also called “Transfiguration Sunday” 
our congregational music points toward the transformation of Christ before the eyes of his 
disciples.  
 

We have a slightly unusual format of music this morning, in that the two interior duets sung 
by our Chancel Choir Staff Singers, Janet Poisson and Elena Stabile – are actually two 
“famous” duets of the operatic repertory.  This season, as First Chamber is out of session 
for all Sunday worship (but is reconvening for Maundy Thursday), each worship service 
planned for this choir has had the chance to offer an opportunity for some different 
programming in worship. 
 

The intention of these works in worship this morning, (which are NOT translated, as is 
customary for any foreign-language worship music) is to allow the music to transport you 
to your personal sacred space within the service.  The text is secondary to the beauty of 
melody, voice and composition.  The sacredness of God’s gift of music to us provides us 
an opportunity to release from the “profane” world and into the sacred.  What does this 
music tell you this morning?  Only you will know, with the prayer of your heart!  Both 
Janet and Elena are accomplished vocalists in the classical voice field and it is a pleasure 
to offer them something a bit “meaty” for their voices this morning. 
 

This intra-worship offering, is bookended by the Prelude and Postlude, which are based 
on hymn tunes of two of our morning hymns.  Taken from the wonderful volume “Guide to 
the Pilgrim Hymnal” (Ronander and Porter), it speaks the following regarding these two 
hymn tunes: 
 

HYFRYDOL was written by Roland H. Pritchard (1811 – 1887) when he was about twenty 
years old. Living in North Wales most of his life, he was a well-known composer of hymn 
tunes. Coming from the Welsh word “pleasant” the hymn tune is a strong simple melody 
within the (limited) compass of a “fifth” with the exception of one note in the last phrase 
(This makes the melody rather easy for a congregation to learn!)  It has a long association 
with Wesley’s hymn Love Divine, All Loves Excelling from Welsh churches that sang 
English hymns.  Its first appearance in English hymnody seems to be in The English 
Hymnal of 1906, set to Alleluia Sing to Jesus.  We sing this opening hymn this morning, in 
a contemporary text by Carl Pickens Daw, Jr. who penned a text on the Transfiguration. 
 

Our closing hymn, based on the beloved tune LOBE DEN HERREN (Praise to the God) has 
been associated with a hymn text penned by Joachim Neander (1650 – 1680).  It first 
appeared in print in the last year of his life in Glaub- und Liebesübung (Belief and Love 
practice). Neader adapted the tune from an anonymous melody in a 1665 Stralsund 
(Germany) hymnbook.  It is likely based on an earlier secular (!) song.  (Which is what 
Luther did very much in his day, to encourage congregations to learn new hymns. Sacred 
texts, set to secular melodies).  The harmonization given in The Pilgrim Hymnal is from 
the Chorale Book of England, 1863, in which chorale melodies were set to Catherine 
Winkworth’s (1827 – 1878) English translations of two hundred German hymns.  This one, 
is one of the most beloved hymns and melodies in the Christian church. 
 

 



The New Century Hymnal Companion tells us that our middle hymn is a Transfiguration 
hymn penned in 1991 for St. Luke Lutheran Church in Silver Spring, Maryland, and made 
its way into the United Church of Christ opus in the New Century Hymnal, from where we 
draw this insert.  The text was composed by Carl F. Schalk specifically for this hymn! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Education Corner 
Today in the Sunday School     February 23, 2020 

Today is the last Sunday after Epiphany/Transfiguration. The liturgical color is white. 
 

Nursery Care - The church nursery opens at 9:45 AM to care for children under the age 
of 3 during the 10:00 AM worship service.  Nursery coordinators are on hand to greet 
parents and explain the procedure for checking in and picking up your child. 
 

What Students Will be Learning Today 

 Preschool-K will learn the Parable of the Good Shepherd. John 10:2-6 

 Grades 1 and 2 will learn about Bartimaeus. Mk.10:46-52; Lk.18:35-42 

 Grades 3-5 will continue their unit on Lent, learning about the Sermon on the 
Mount. Matt.6:24-34 

 Grade 6 and MAD will go to the kitchen following the Children’s Message to make 
sandwiches for the Soup Kitchen. 

 

CWS Hygiene Kits - The Sunday school is collecting items for Church World Service’s 
Hygiene Kits until April 26. Each class has been assigned a specific item and the MAD 
class will assemble the kits.  
 

Heifer Collection – Heifer collection cans, calendars and booklets have been distributed 
to the Sunday School students.  This year’s Heifer project will run through April 5.  Cans 
will be collected on Palm Sunday during the Heifer Procession.  Any adults who would like 
to participate are encouraged to pick up a can at the CE Corner table in Fellowship Hall. 
 

New Chapel Worship for Students – February 2 was the start of Chapel Worship for 
students 3 years old-6th grade.  Those students will go to Shaw Chapel for a Worship 
Service on the FIRST Sunday of each month (MAD students will remain in the sanctuary 
for communion).  Rev. Ken will lead worship and classes will assist with readings, offering 
and ushering.  Students will then go to class for their lessons.  Students will continue to 
go to the sanctuary on the other Sundays staying through the Children’s Message.  
Please speak with Rev. Ken or Diane Matthes if you have any questions. 
 

SAVE the DATES! 

Pretzels:  March 8 

Youth Sunday: March 29 

 

 



Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

Contemplative Supper and the Lenten Study Series - This year’s Lenten Study Series 
will be held in the church dining room at 7:00 PM on Tuesdays throughout March.  The 
theme will be “Love the Lord Your God with All Your Heart, Mind, Soul, and Strength.”  
 

A Contemplative Soup and Bread Supper and series introduction will be held on 
March 3.  Please sign up for this gathering ahead of time at Sign-up Central.  
 

Below is the full schedule for the series: 
March 3:    Series Introduction and Contemplative Supper led by Rev. Andy 
March 10:  “…With All Your Heart” led by Rev. Jami 
March 17:  “…With All Your Mind” led by Rev. Ken 
March 24:  “…With All Your Soul” led by Rev. Jami 
March 31:  “…With All Your Strength” led by Rev. Andy 

++++ 

Congratulations to Dale Neth and Barbara Shannon, recipients of the 2020 Kathryn 
Brigham Service Award. 

++++ 

Baptism omitted from the Statistical Report for 2019: Wynter Lyndal Crowley, born 
October 19, 2018, was baptized in September.  

++++ 

Mitten Tree Update - Thank You First Church for giving so generously of your time, talents 
and treasures.  This year our Mitten Tree ministry delivered 120 pairs of mittens (and 4 
hats), some handmade and some purchased, to our neighborhood schools.  You may have 
read in a recent Telegraph article that over 70% of the children in these schools qualify for 
free lunch.  The need is obvious and the schools are grateful. 

++++ 

Come Try Handbells!!  Kids (big and small) are invited to try playing bells (big and small) 
in the Fireside Room at 11:30 AM on Sunday March 15.  No sign-up or musical experience 
is required.  For those who want more, we’ll be starting a beginners’ hand bell choir (open 
to all grades 5 and up, no music experience required) which will meet after church on 
Sundays from 11:30 AM-Noon beginning on April 19.  Come join the fun!  To sign up for the 
choir or ask any questions, please contact Rhonda O’Keefe.  

++++ 

It’s a sign of spring! The thrift shop is now accepting spring and summer clothing.  Leave 
items (clean and in good repair) in the marked bin near the stained glass window at the 
courtyard entrance during office hours or on Sunday.  Items needed:  boy’s and girl’s 
clothing up to size 14, baby clothes, women’s clothing, all sizes (jeans, pants, shirts, suits, 
dresses, spring jackets and sweaters), costume jewelry, pocket books and accessories, 
small knickknacks. Please take winter items to the Salvation Army.  
Thank you for your continued support.  All the money collected is used to support outreach 
in the Nashua community.  

++++ 

We no longer collect young men’s clothing.  Those items may be taken to The Pilgrim 
Church or the Salvation Army. 

++++ 

Winter parking reminder - Use caution when parking along the north side of the church 
building. Heed the posted signs. Falling snow and ice can cause damage to your cars! 



13th Annual Corned Beef & Cabbage Brunch 
Sunday, March 15, 2020 at 11:30 AM 

Traditional Irish dinner including Irish soda bread, 
and veggies, prepared by Mary Dopp. 

Sign up at Sign-up Central or contact the church office. 
++++ 

WANTED!  We are looking for talented crafters to share/teach a craft session one 
Wednesday a month between 4 and 6:00 PM.  We have many “worker bees” who need 
“queen bees” to lead them.  Join others who have already signed up to share one or two 
craft sessions.  We would like to have a variety of teachers and crafts.  
We have lots of supplies and Deb Courville is willing to assist you at each session.  Please 
contact Deb or the church office for more information. 

++++ 

Do you like to ski?  Would you like to ski with other church members at a local ski area?  
Sign-up at Sign-up Central and indicate your preferred day(s) and local ski area(s) along 
with alternates.  If there is enough interest, we will try to put together a ski outing.  Contact 
Walter Marquis or the church office with any questions. 

++++ 

Outreach Focus of the Month 
End 68 Hours of Hunger 

End 68 Hours of Hunger started in Somersworth, NH and has been operating in Nashua 
for 5 years working to help fight food insecurity.  Childhood food insecurity occurs when 
children receive insufficient food on a regular basis.  Beyond the physical problems 
associated with malnutrition after a while these children develop a fear of hunger that 
greatly impacts their behavior. 
 

End 68 Hours of Hunger puts nourishing food in the hands of the children who do not have 
enough to eat between their last meal at school on Friday to their first meal at school on 
Monday (68 hours) to carry them through the weekend.  Children in the program arrive in 
school on Monday much more receptive to learning and Friday’s anxieties disappear. 
 

The Nashua Chapter now provides 347 elementary school students with a weekend supply 
of food every Friday.  Volunteers are welcome at their warehouse (17 Airport Road) on 
Wednesday nights at 7:00 PM to assist with packing these bags.  
 

Outreach collects food for this program, on an ongoing basis, and delivers it regularly to 
the Nashua warehouse.  We welcome donations of the following items:  Peanut Butter, 
Saltines/Graham Crackers, Canned Beef Stew, Canned Pasta, Canned Soup, Hormel 
Complete Meals, Mac & Cheese, Fruit Cups, Granola Bars, Canned Tuna or Chicken,  
Individual Oatmeal packets, Pudding Cups and Instant Rice or Noodles.  Look for the blue 
donation box in Fellowship Hall. 

++++ 

Church Cancellation Policy - In the event of inclement weather, a power outage, or 
severe weather advisory, First Church may cancel the First Service, Sunday School, or All 
Services. Please visit the church webpage (www.tfcucc.org), or Facebook Page (First 
Church Nashua UCC) for any cancellation notices. You can also check media outlets 
WMUR Channel 9, or WZID 95.7 under the heading First Church Nashua. The notifications 
will read as follows: First Service Cancelled or Sunday School Cancelled or All Services 
Cancelled and will be announced by 6am on the Sunday in question. 



CHOIRS IN WORSHIP THIS WEEK 
February 26, 2020 
Ash Wednesday 
7:30 PM   Chancel Choir 
 

March 1, 2020 
1st Sunday in Lent 
8:30        Chancel Choir 
10:00      Chancel Choir 

 
 
 

Church Happenings and Outreach - Ongoing 
 

Bereavement Calendar - The church office keeps a bereavement calendar to help us 
better remember and celebrate the lives of church members, friends, and loved ones who 
have recently passed away.  If your family experiences a loss, please contact the church 
office so that we can be sure to include you in our prayers and our records. 

++++ 

Bible, Friends, and Coffee Bible Study meets every Monday (except holidays), 9:30-
11:00 AM in room 15, in the Walker Building.  Rev. Andy and Rev. Ken facilitate the 
discussion group.  No sign-up is required.  If you have a Bible, bring it; if not, one will be 
supplied for you. 

++++ 

The Caregiver’s Support Group meets on the second Thursday of the month at 3:00 
PM in the library in the Walker Building.  Please contact Rev. Jami for more information. 

++++ 

Chapel Vespers is on break and will resume on April 21.  
++++ 

Coffee with Ken meets every Wednesday, 1:30-3:00 at Riverwalk Café.  Join him for a 
cup of coffee and casual conversation. 

++++ 

Empty Nest Fellowship - The next gathering will be on February 27 at the Nashua 
Country Club at 7:00 PM. Discussion will be about the holiday season. Sign up at Sign-up 
Central. Contact Rev. Andy or Dianne Smigliani with any questions. 

++++ 

End 68 Hours of Hunger provides bags of food weekly to local elementary school children 
who would otherwise not have food over the weekend. See the list of needed items under 
“Outreach Focus of the Month”. 

++++ 

First Church serves dinner at the Nashua Soup Kitchen on the third Tuesday and 
fourth Friday of the month from 4:00-6:00 PM.  New volunteers are always welcome to 
participate in this simple, but important outreach ministry.  To serve on a Tuesday please 
contact Patricia Cooper or the church office.  If you are interested in helping on a Friday, 
please contact Cindy Staradub or the church office.   
 
 



The Giving Card offers an option for those folks who give electronically or monthly to 
symbolically participate in the offering.  Cards can be found in the basket at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Simply place it in the offering plate. 

++++ 

Helping Hands Volunteers meets on the third Wednesday of the month, 9:00 AM-
Noon. If you can spare a couple of hours once a month to help our sexton, Bruce Lund, 
with various projects around the church, please sign up at Sign-up Central.  This fellowship 
group is open to men and women!  For more information, call the church office or Bill 
Thompson. 

++++ 

In-Reach Meals Team - Home cooked meals bring much healing to people as they 
recuperate.  For when I was sick, you looked after me. Mt. 25:36.   If you would like to help 
provide meals to parishioners who are temporarily in need, please register at Sign-Up 
Central and offer meals as you are able. 

++++ 

The Men’s Breakfast Group meets every Thursday morning at 7:30 AM at the Pine 
Street Eatery, 136 Pine St., Nashua. Contact Ken Chapman or the church office for more 
information. 

++++ 

Men’s Midweek Group meets every Wednesday at 8:00 AM in the parlor (adjacent to 
Fellowship Hall).  Led by Rev. Andy, the group meets for coffee, fellowship and topical 
discussions.  This season the group is reading Wayne Muller’s “A Life of Being, Having, 
and Doing Enough”. Contact Rev. Andy with any questions. 

++++ 

The Men’s Monthly Fellowship Group meets on the second Thursday of the month at 
7:00 PM. The group will meet on March 12 for simulated golf at the Nashua Country Club. 
Contact Rev. Ken for more information. 

++++ 

The Men’s Munchers meets on the first Tuesday of the month at noon for lunch and 
fellowship.  On March 3, the group will dine at Lilac Blossom, 385 East Dunstable Rd., 
Nashua. All men of the church and their guests are welcome.  Contact Ken Chapman or 
the church office for more information.  

++++ 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry – Knitters and crocheters are invited to work on prayer shawls 
at home.  Contact Karen Bianchi, Laurel Lang, or the church office to see how you can be 
involved in this simple, but meaningful ministry. 

++++ 

Pulpit Flowers – If you would like to provide flowers for the pulpit, please sign up on the 
chart in Fellowship Hall.  Flower arrangements can be purchased from your favorite florist 
or can be created from flowers you’ve purchased or grown.  Register on the sign-up sheet 
in Fellowship Hall or call the church office. 

++++ 

The Visitation Ministry meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 1:30 PM in room 
10 in the Walker Building. Please contact Rev. Jami for more information. 

 
 



Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality, led by Rev. Jami, meets on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
(generally) following the 10:00 service in the dining room. The group is studying the 1955 
classic novella, Hinds Feet on High Places, written by Hannah Hurnard.  Upcoming dates: 
February 23; March 8 (room 10) & 22; April 5 & 19; May 10 & 24; June 14. Contact Rev. 
Jami with any questions. 

++++ 

What’s Happening at NHCUCC - The New Hampshire Conference of the UCC has seven 
mission groups who meet monthly to address issues of social justice in our churches and 
communities. Visit https://www.nhcucc.org/ to see the calendar.  Meetings are held at the 
New Hampshire Conference, UCC, 140 Sheep Davis Rd, Pembroke, NH 03275. 

 

++++ 

 
THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH 

 

SUN FEB 23          8:30am  Worship          
       10:00am  Worship, Sunday School & Childcare 
       11:30am  Women’s Wisdom & Spirituality, Dining Room 
       11:30am  Drama, Nauss; Confirmation, Fireside Room 
 3:00pm  FM Concert: Frauentanz  

 

MON FEB 24  9:30am  Bible, Friends & Coffee, Room 15 
    7:00pm  Drama, Nauss Hall 
 

TUE FEB 25         10:00am  Staff Meeting 
    1:00pm  Funeral, Sanctuary 
    2:00pm  Huntington Service 
    6:45pm  Chancel Choir 
    7:00pm   Drama, Nauss Hall 
 

WED FEB 26  8:00am  Men’s Group, Parlor 
    9:30am  Newsletter, Room 15 
    1:30pm  Coffee with Ken, Riverwalk Café 
    7:30pm  Ash Wednesday Service, Sanctuary 
 

THU FEB 27  7:30am  Men’s Breakfast, Pine Street Eatery 
           10:00am  Thrift Shop 
             7:00pm  Empty Nest, Nashua Country Club 
    7:00pm  Property Management, Dining Room 
 

FRI FEB 28  1:00pm  Music Lessons, Shaw Chapel 
    4:00pm  Nashua Soup Kitchen & Shelter 
 

SAT FEB 29         11:00am  Sisters in Sobriety, Nauss Hall 
    1:30pm  Drama, Nauss Hall 
 
 



 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Coordinator of Christian Education, Diane E. Matthes, dmatthes@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org 

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church 

please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and 

committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 

  
One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:  9:00 AM-Noon and 1:00-4:00 PM, Mon – Fri 

Sunday:  8:00 AM-Noon (closed during the 10:00 service) 
 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook 


