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First Church was gathered in 1685 February 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Beauty of Flowers 
in Our Worship Service 

 
Flower in the crannied wall, 

I pluck you out of the crannies;— 
Hold you here, root and all, in my hand, 
Little flower—but if I could understand 
What you are, root and all, and all in all, 

I should know what God and Man is. 
--Alfred, Lord Tennyson, 1863 

 

Alfred, Lord Tennyson had been Po-
et Laureate of Britain for nearly two 
decades when he wrote that famous 
little poem. The metaphor of pretty 
flowers opportunistically growing in 
the cracks and crannies of an aging 
stone wall is not subtle.  
 

I spent some time looking into the 
history and tradition of the liturgical 
use of flowers, and discovered that 
the use of flowers in worship seems 
to predate written language. It is rare 
to enter a Christian church and not 
see flowers on or near our pulpits, 
altars and tables. A Bible concord-
ance lists very few species of flow-
ers, and even those few references 
are to flowers as a symbol of mortal-
ity rather than to the glory of God. 
Yet the use of flowers and plants to 
decorate churches seems to be one of 
the few absolutes in churches around 
the world. Whether spectacular dis-
plays of poinsettias at Christmas, 
lilies at Easter, a rose celebrating a 
birth, or majestic sprays for funerals 
and weddings, flowers are so much a 
part of our liturgical tradition that 
many of us sometimes forget the 
amount of work and care that goes 

into finding and arranging flowers 
for our services.   
 

In my humble opinion, we worship 
in one of New England’s most lovely 
sanctuaries. It’s made all the lovelier 
by the flowers donated to us every 
week, then those that fill the church 
at Christmas and Easter. I am grate-
ful to those who make our worship 
more beautiful and resplendent in 
praise of God. If you would like to 
honor God and remember a loved 
one or special occasion with a gift of 
flowers, please sign up on the chart 
in Fellowship Hall or contact Sue in 
the church office. 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Rev. Andy 

 
Empty Nest Fellowship: 

The Post-Holiday  
Huddle  

If you are a parent/s whose young 
adults have taken or are about to 
take the next step towards independ-
ence, then this group is for you. We 
meet for fun, fellowship and discuss 
important themes associated with the 
transition we are making to life with 
an “Empty Nest”. This month the 
Empty Nest Fellowship will talk 
about our holiday season. This gath-
ering will be on February 27th at the 
Nashua Country Club at 7:00 PM. 
Sign up at sign up Central or online.   

Wednesday Morning 
Men’s Group Resumes 

Men’s study started up again on Jan-
uary 22nd. This season we will be 
reading Wayne Muller’s “A Life of 
Being, Having, and Doing Enough.” 
We gather in the parlor adjacent to 
Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays 
from 8:00-9:00 AM. Coffee, tea and 
pastries accompany our weekly con-
versations. Reminder: One need not 
commit to all sessions in order to 
benefit, so drop by as you’re able.  

 

 

 
 

Lenten Study Series 
 

This year’s Lenten Study Series will 
be held in the church dining room at 
7:00 PM on Tuesdays throughout 
March.  The theme will be “Love the 
Lord Your God with All Your Heart, 
Mind, Soul, and Strength.”  The pro-
gram begins with a supper and series 
introduction on March 3.  Please 
sign up for this gathering ahead of 
time at Sign-up Central.  Here’s the 
full schedule for the series: 
 

 March 3:  Ser ies introduction 
and supper led by Rev. Andy 

 March 10:  “…With All Your 
Heart” led by Rev. Jami 

 March 17:  “…With All Your 
Mind” led by Rev. Ken 

 March 24:  “…With All Your 
Soul” led by Rev. Jami 

 March 31:  “…With All Your 
Strength” led by Rev. Andy 
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All Boards meet on Monday, Febru-
ary 3.  The evening begins with worship 
at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary. 
 

Baptism - Any adult desir ing to be 
baptized or to have their child baptized 
is asked to call the church office to 
schedule an appointment with one of the 
pastors. 
 

The Bible, Friends, and Coffee Bible 
Study class meets every Monday 
(except on holidays), 9:30-11:00 AM in 
room 15, in the Walker Building.  The 
discussion group is facilitated by Rev. 
Andy and Rev. Ken.  No sign-up is re-
quired.  If you have a Bible, bring it; if 
not, one will be supplied for you.   
 

Caregivers Support Group meets on 
the second Thursday of the month at 
3:00 PM in the library in the Walker 
Building.  Please contact Rev. Jami for 
more information. 
 

Coffee with Rev. Ken is held on 
Wednesdays, from 1:30 –3:30 PM at the 
Riverwalk Café.  Join him for casual 
conversation and a cup of coffee. 
 

The Empty Nest Fellowship meets on 
the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:00 
PM.  This group is open to all parent/s 
who have, or are about to have, an 
“Empty Nest”. Together we talk about 
our transition to another stage of life. 
The next gathering will be on February 
27. See page 1 for more information. 
 

Help Keep our Records Current. If 
you have a change of name, address, 
phone number or email address please 
let the church office know.  
If you plan to travel for an extended pe-
riod of time and you will have your mail 

held at the post office, please let the of-
fice know that, as well. We use a return 
request imprint that automatically re-
turns mail to us – with postage due!  
Your attention to this is greatly appreci-
ated. 
 

The In-Reach Committee meets on the 
third Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM 
in the library, in the Walker Building. 
 

Membership - For those wishing to 
become a member of our faith communi-
ty, a membership informational meeting 
will be held on April 5 at 11:30 AM. 
Folks will be received into membership 
on April 19.  Contact Sue in the church 
office for more information and to regis-
ter. 
 

The Men’s Monthly Fellowship meets 
on the second Thursday of the month at 
7:00 PM.  See page 5 for a list of up-
coming events. Contact Rev. Ken with 
any questions. 
 

The Men’s Munchers meet at noon on 
the first Tuesday of the month. The 
group will dine at Pine Street Eatery, 
136 Pine St., Nashua on February 4. All 
men of the church and their guests are 
welcome. Contact Ken Chapman or the 
church office for more information.  
 

Midweek Men’s Group meets on 
Wednesday mornings at 8:00 AM in the 
parlor adjacent to Fellowship Hall. Led 
by Rev. Andy, the group enjoys coffee, 
fellowship and topical discussions.  See 
page 1 for more information. 
 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is looking 
for new members.  Contact Karen Bian-
chi or the church office for more infor-
mation about getting involved with the 
group. 
 

The Visitation Ministry meets on the 
second Tuesday of the month at 1:30 
PM in room 10 in the Walker Building. 
Please contact Rev. Jami for more infor-
mation. 
 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality 
Group is led by Rev. Jami on the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays (generally) of the month 
at 11:30 AM.  Bring your own lunch if 
you desire.  Sessions take place in the 
dining room.  See page  3 for more in-
formation. Contact Rev. Jami with any 
questions. 
 

Hospitalizations - If you or  a family 
member is hospitalized, please contact 
the church office. 
 

Visit our website at www.tfcucc.org to 
view all the activities and events going 
on at First Church.  If you would like to 
receive notification that the newsletter 
has been posted, sign up at the bottom of 
the “newsletter” page.  If you wish to go 

 

 

 

Sympathy is extended to: Chris Landry 
on the death of his father, Frank, on No-
vember 16, 2019; Sandra Rumbaugh on 
the death of her father, Bill Valentine, 
on December 26, 2019; Mike Noeth on 
the death of his father on December 28, 
2019. 

paperless, please notify Sue Englander 
to have your name removed from the 
mailing list.   
 

Also on the website, you may sign up 
for The First Church e-News, to help 
keep you up-to-date on sermon topics, 
events and activities. Contact Dianne 
Smigliani with any questions. 
Find us on Facebook at:  
https://www.facebook.com/tfc 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Josh and Azaa’a  
Davis on the birth of Chloe Imani Davis 
on December 12, 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02/05   Bev Mann 
02/05   Joyce Potter 
02/08   Ginny Kenney 
02/09   Ruth Upham 
02/10   Malva Bachmann 
02/10   Grace McGinnis 
02/10   Priscilla Saratora 
02/12   Robert Robb 
02/14   Jan Hanks 
02/14   Marion Hauck 
02/18   Lois Keohan 
02/25   Ginny Sipe 
02/27   Richard D. Anderson 
02/28   Norman Whitaker   

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=28&image_type=cl
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Women’s Group to 
Study “Hinds’ Feet on 

High Places” 
 

In January Women’s Wisdom and 
Spirituality began a study of the 
1955 classic novella, Hinds’ Feet on 
High Places, written by Hannah 
Hurnard.  The book takes its title 
fom Habakkuk 3:19, "The Lord God 
is my strength, and he will make my 
feet like hinds' 
feet, and he will 
make me to walk 
upon mine high 
places."  
 

This is an allegory 
about a young 
woman named 
Much Afraid, and 
her spiritual jour-
ney from salva-
tion through to Christian maturity.  
Her desire is to change her life tra-
jectory away from her dysfunctional 
family (the Fearings), and their mea-
ger circumstances, by following the 
Good Shepherd to the High Places.  
Two companions named Sorrow and 
Suffering guide Much Afraid to 
these High Places. 
 

The story begins in the Valley of 
Humiliation with Much Afraid, beset 
by the unwanted advances of her 
cousin, Craven Fear, who wishes to 
marry her. Much Afraid is ugly from 
all outward appearances, walking on 
clubfeet, sporting gnarled, deformed 
hands, and speaking from a crooked 
mouth.  When she expresses a desire 
to dance upon the high places, as do 
the sure-footed deer, the Shepherd 
offers to "plant the seed of love" (a 
long black hawthorn-looking seed) 
into her heart. Initially Much Afraid 
shrieks in fear but soon relents, and 
after the initial intense pain, senses 
that something is indeed different in 
her, though for the time being she 
looks the same.  The climax is an 
unexpected twist that comes as 
Much Afraid despairs of ever reach-
ing the High Places.  Ultimately 
Much Afraid is transformed and giv-
en a new name—Grace and Glory—
a symbol of how graceful she has 
become outwardly and inwardly and 
how she arrived at the High Places 
against all odds.  Sorrow and Suffer-

ing transform as well, into Joy and 
Peace. 
 

Sessions will meet in the dining 
room on the following  Sundays at 
11:30 AM: February 16 & 23; 
March 8 (room 10) & 22; April 5 & 
19; May 10 & 24; June 14.  Bring 
your own lunch if you desire.   
 

There’s still time to join in on this 
study.  Contact Rev. Jami with any 
questions.   

Happy New Year 
 from In-Reach  

 

We would like to lift up Dianne 
Smigliani for the tremendous effort 
she put forth in preparing and serv-
ing The French Toast Brunch on Jan-
uary 12.  We certainly had a full 
house - and even dessert – as we 
welcomed 4 new members that Sun-
day as well.  Welcome to Joshua Da-
vis, Dot Gillespie, Dick Gillespie, 
and Sue Stubbs. 
 

We are planning some fun activities 
in the coming months.  In the next 
few weeks, we will have a bake-it-

Friday Night at  
the Movies  

February 21 - 7:00 PM 
“Ghost” 

 

This 1990 fantasy thriller stars the 
late Patrick Swayze, Demi Moore, 
and Whoopie Goldberg.  The plot 
centers on a young woman in jeop-
ardy (Moore), the ghost of her mur-
dered lover (Swayze), and a reluc-
tant psychic (Goldberg) who assists 
him in saving her.  Come have fun 
watching, laughing, imagining, and 
discussing what life after death 
might be like and how we communi-
cate, or not, with those who have 
passed on.  
 

Join Rev. Jami  in the dining room 
for the showing of 
this movie. Bring 
your favorite snacks 
to share.  We’ll have 
the popcorn and so-
da ready for you.   
 

Join us for our other upcoming Mov-
ie Nights on March 27 and April 24.  

forward event.  In-Reach members 
may surprise you on Sunday morn-
ing with a loaf of bread to enjoy, 
plus one for you to pass on.  This is 
one way to meet folks you don’t 
know and further blend our church 
family. 
 

We are planning our next Family 
Game Day for March 29.  This activ-
ity was a huge success last year.  Be 
sure there will be a command perfor-
mance of wings and mac and cheese!  
There will be a variety of board 
games, cribbage, and video games. 
Childcare will be available.  Mark 
your calendar now! Look for a sign-
up sheet at Sign-up Central. 
 

Our next new member orientation 
will be held after the 10:00 service 
on April 5. Please register through 
the church office.  If you can’t make 
that date, please contact Rev. Ken to 
set a time that would be better for 
you.  New members will be received 
on April 19 during the 10:00 service. 
 

Susan Testa anchored the Mitten 
Tree Project and collected many 
(count not available at press time) 
pairs of mittens.  She will deliver 
these mittens to some of our elemen-
tary schools in February.  Thanks for 
helping those less fortunate. 
 

If you are skier, and would like to 
ski with other church members at a 
local ski area, there is a sign up sheet 
at Sign-up Central.  Please indicate 
your preferred day(s) and local ski 
area(s) along with alternates.  If there 
is enough interest and alignment be-
tween date and ski area, we will try 
to put together a ski outing.  Should 
you have any questions, please con-
tact Walter Marquis or the church 
office. 

Ryan & Nathan Fauteux - A couple of 
satisfied customers at the brunch. 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=249&image_type=cl
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Peregrine Falcons Make First Church Their Roost 
Bruce Lund, Sexton 

 

Late in the afternoon after the first 2019 winter snowstorm, I spotted a Pere-
grine Falcon flying in and roosting on the Church’s southwest turret. By 
checking each evening, I was able to confirm this was its regular night perch. 
A FEW DAYS LATER IT GOT BETTER when a second falcon showed 
up at the end of our second snow storm.  
 

Peregrines naturally roost and nest on high cliffs and while these are lacking in 
the Nashua area, our tall church turret is a perfect cliff substitute by Peregrine 
standards.  In fact, this species has readily taken to high building ledges 
throughout the world – often right on the other side of the window glass from 
some lucky office workers.  
 

Peregrines prey almost exclusively on other birds (and the occasional bat, 
dragonfly, and other flying critters) by catching them in flight.  Their most 
spectacular hunting mode is to watch for prey from a high cliff or flight posi-
tion, folding their wings, and diving from above to strike a pigeon (or other 
unlucky bird) with such force that it stuns or kills the prey which never knew 
what hit it. These dives (technically called a “stoop”) have been clocked at 
speeds above 230 mph (!) which qualifies Peregrine Falcons as the “fastest 
animal on earth”.  
 

For some time I’ve been puzzled by splatters of whitewash bird droppings on 
the granite steps below the turret but never finding culprits as pigeons or spar-
rows perching or roosting on our granite ledges.  Now it makes perfect sense 
the splotches are from the Peregrines roosting overnight.  For the privilege of 
having Peregrines on our church, I’m more than willing to forgive and clean 
up their whitewash.  
 

By the way, “peregrine” means “wanderer” or “pilgrim” and refers to the wide 
range of Peregrine Falcons found around the earth. 

 

Fair Committee to Hold Dinner  
and Planning Meeting 

The Holiday Fair Committee invites you to a potluck supper on 
Wednesday, February 19th at 4:30 PM in the dining room to start organ-
izing the 2020 Fair.  Help is needed in leading monthly craft sessions 
throughout the year, finding volunteers to set up and clean up in No-
vember, coming up with ideas on what might sell, etc.  For more infor-
mation and to RSVP, contact Jocelyn Henning or the church office.  

 

New Opportunity:  
Volunteer Coordinator 

 

Rev. Andy is looking for a person to 
help weave the talents, gifts and in-
terests of our members and friends 
with the ministries of First Church. 
You need to be personable and pro-
active, resourceful and resilient, cre-
ative and confidential; a good sense 
of humor too!  You will work close-
ly with Rev. Andy and the church 
staff for 6-8 hours a week; much of 
the work can be accomplished at 
home. Strong communication skills 
essential, computer skills are help-
ful. Please contact Rev. Andy at the 
church office by phone or email if 
you are interested to arrange an in-
formal interview.   

The Next Volunteer 
Week at the  

Anne-Marie House is 
February 16-22, 2020 

 
Contact Volunteer Coordinator, 
Beth Raymond, or the church 

office to see how you can  
become a volunteer. 
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Thank You Volunteers  
 

Several groups of volunteers gave of their time and talents to make our church 
(inside and out) look clean and festive for the holidays. 
 

Helping with the Christmas 
decorations: the Steeves 
Family, the Dodge Family, 
the Adasczik Family (and 
Abby’s friends), Bruce 
Lund, Doug Brenner, Steve 
Buck, Joe Glajch, Walter 
Marquis, Curt Potter, Erin 
Almeda, Barbara Burnham, 
and the Maffee Family.  A 
special thank you to Erin 
Almeda for removing the old 
greens from the tower 
wreath and replacing them 
with new greens, bulbs, and 
a bow.  
 

Church grounds clean up 
crew  helped rake leaves and 
clean up the beds around the 
church properties on No-

vember 23: Bob Bianchi, Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Bruce Lund, Dennis Par-
ker, Curt Potter, and Mark  
Tatham. 
 

The following group of folks decorated the sanctuary with poinsettias for 
Christmas Sunday: Bernice Barnes and her daughter, Diane; Beth Bartlett; 
Barbara Shannon, Mike Shannon, Kay Potfora, and Dennis Webster.  
 

Then, all of the decorations came down thanks to The Steeves Family and sev-
eral other folks from the congregation.  
 

Outreach Focus of  
the Month: 

End 68 Hours of Hunger 
 

End 68 Hours of Hunger was started 
in Somersworth, NH  and has been 
operating in Nashua for 5 years 
working to help fight food insecuri-
ty.  Childhood food insecurity oc-
curs when children receive insuffi-
cient food on a regular basis.  Be-
yond the physical problems associat-
ed with malnutrition after a while 
these children develop a fear of hun-
ger that greatly impacts their behav-
ior. 
 

On Friday afternoons in their class-
rooms, children who don’t have 
enough food at home become edgy 
and unfocused.  After a week in a 
structured environment where they 
have at least two full meals daily 
they leave for the weekend for a pe-
riod of 68 hours with little to eat.  
Returning to school on Monday they 
often spend the morning in the 
nurse’s office, unable to focus and 
concentrate until they are once again 
nourished. 
 

End 68 Hours of Hunger puts nour-
ishing food in the hands of these 
children to carry them through the 
weekend.  This program has shown 
evidence that it eliminates the be-
haviors of food insecure children.  
Children in the program arrive in 
school on Monday much more re-
ceptive to learning and Friday’s anx-
ieties disappear. 
 

The Nashua Chapter now provides 
347 elementary school students with 
a weekend supply of food every Fri-
day.  Volunteers are welcome at 
their warehouse (17 Airport Road) 
on Wednesday nights at 7:00 PM to 
assist with packing these bags.  
 

Outreach also collects food for this 
program and delivers it regularly to 
the Nashua warehouse.  We wel-
come donations of the following 
items:  Peanut Butter, Saltines/
Graham Crackers, Canned Beef 
Stew, Canned Pasta, Canned Soup, 
Hormel Complete Meals, Mac & 
Cheese, Fruit Cups, Granola Bars, 
Canned Tuna or Chicken,  Individu-
al Oatmeal packets, Pudding Cups 
and Instant Rice or Noodles.  Look 
for the blue donation box in Fellow-
ship Hall. 

Men’s Fellowship Group 
 

All men are invited to join the group at the Brenners’ place at 7:00 PM on 
Thursday, February 13 to enjoy dinner together while watching and discussing 
a documentary about baseball pitcher Armando Galarraga’s 2010 should-have-
been-perfect game, an umpire’s blown call, and acts of mercy and grace.   
 

Contact Rev. Ken at the church for more information.  Here are the other up-
coming Men’s Fellowship dates and activities: 
March 12 at 7 PM.:  Simulated golf at Nashua Country Club 
April 23 at 6 PM:  Brewing at IncrediBREW 
May 14 at 6 PM:  Bottling at IncrediBREW 
June 11 at 8:30 PM:  Ice cream at the Big 1 (after  men’s choir rehearsal) 

Helping Hands Volunteers 

If you can spare a couple of hours once a month to 
help our sexton, Bruce Lund, with various projects 
around the church, please sign up at Sign-up Cen-
tral. This fellowship group will meet every third 
Wednesday of the month from 9:00 AM-Noon, 

starting on January 15. This group is open to men and women! For more infor-
mation, call the church office or Bill Thompson. 
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A Sign of Spring: Thrift 
Shop to Start  

Accepting Spring  
and Summer Clothing 

 

Beginning February 16, the thrift 
shop will begin accepting women’s 

and children’s 
spring and summer 
clothing and acces-
sories.  Items 
(clean and in good 
repair) may be left 
in the marked bin 
near the stained 
glass window at the 

courtyard entrance during office 
hours or on Sunday.   
 

Here is a list of the items we need: 
 

 boy’s and girl’s clothing up to 
size 14 

 baby clothes 
 women’s clothing, all sizes 

(jeans, pants, shirts, suits, 
       dresses, spring jackets and 
       sweaters) 
 costume jewelry 
 pocket books and accessories  
 small knick knacks 
 

Please take winter items to the  
Salvation Army.  
 

Thank you for your continued sup-
port.  All the money collected is 
used to support outreach in the 
Nashua community.  

Worship Service for the 
Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity 
 

Wednesday, February 12, 7:00 PM 
Parish of the Resurrection 

449 Broad St., Nashua 
Preacher:  Fr. Michael Kerper 

 

Each year Churches gather to pray 
together for the full unity which is 
Christ's will “that all may be one,” as 
he and the Father are one during the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
 

As we gather throughout our nation 
to pray for the unity of Christians 
we are reminded of the importance 
of need for “unusual kindness” 
in the dialogue that leads to growth 
in unity. 
 

All are invited to attend. 

The First Church Peace Pole’s Fresh Look 
 

In 2007, inspired and led by Jane Murray, the First Church 
became part of the International Peace Pole Project and 
dedicated our own Peace Pole on the lawn near the Con-
cord Street door.  Many church members dressed in inter-
national costumes for the occasion.  Joyce Potter was espe-
cially appropriate in her Japanese kimono, because the 
Peace Pole movement began in Japan in 1995.  The dedica-
tion was a special community event with city officials at-
tending and traffic rerouted on Concord Street. 
 

Today there are more than 200,000 poles in over 200 coun-
tries.  Each pole displays the message, “May Peace Prevail 
on Earth” in the language of the country in which it is lo-
cated plus 3 or more translations.  Our pole carries the 
message in 8 languages. 
 

After a dozen years of wind, rain, snow and sun the words 
on our pole had become all but visible.  So, the obelisk was 
sanded by Sexton Bruce Lund and church members Joce-
lyn Henning and Deb Courville painstakingly repainted the 
lettering in each language so that our Peace Pole displays 
its message fresh and clear again. 
 

Take a few minutes to walk around our pole (when the 
weather conditions permit) and consider its much needed 
message in today’s world.  Researching “Peace Pole” on the web shows many 
different ways this project has been implemented around the world. 

  

First Church Participates in  
United Way’s Blizzard Blast  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Church Blizzard Blast Team of 2020 had a fun morning at the local 
Winter Obstacle race at Mine Falls Park in Nashua.  This event was a fundrais-
er benefitting the United Way of Greater Nashua and their many wonderful 
programs!  
 

Front row, left to right: Denise Buck, Steve Buck, Dianne Smigliani, and Andy 
Armstrong 

Back row, left to right: Rob Halstead and Todd Whitney 
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Valentine Care Packages 
 

Everyone is invited to join in the 
effort to make Valentine’s Day spe-
cial for young adults who are away 
from home.  First Church sends Val-
entine care packages to college stu-
dents to remind them that they are 
important members of the First 
Church family.  This ministry is met 
with sincere appreciation.  Many 
recipients write back telling how 
much the church means to them. 
 

Donations of wrapped candy may be 
dropped in the Valentine boxes be-
fore 10 AM on Sunday, February 9.   
 

If you have a young adult away 
from home, please be sure to con-
firm or update their address with 
Diane Matthes in the Christian 
Education office.  We DO NOT 
automatically use addresses from 
Halloween packages. The deadline 
for confirming or changing ad-
dresses is Sunday, February 2. 
 

The deadline for candy is before 
10:00 A.M. on Sunday, February 9.  
Promptly at 10, the MAD service 
class packs and labels all the boxes.  

Annual Meeting Cookie Sale 
 

The CE Board will be holding a 
cookie sale on Sunday, February 9. 
All money will go to the Mission 
Trip Fund.  Anyone wishing to do-
nate cookies can drop them off at the 
CE Corner the morning of the 9th. 

Save the Date for Pretzel Day! 
 

Sunday, March 8, 2020 

New Chapel Worship  
for Students 

Starting February 2, students 3 yrs. 
old-6th grade (MAD students will 
remain in the sanctuary for com-
munion) will go to Shaw Chapel 
for a Worship service on the FIRST 
Sunday of each month.  Rev. Ken 
will lead worship and classes will 
assist with readings, offering and 
ushering. Students will then go to 
class for their lessons.  Students will 
continue to go to the sanctuary on 
the other Sundays for Children’s 
message.  Please speak with Rev. 
Ken or Diane Matthes if you have 
any questions. 

Junior High Youth Group 
 

All junior highers are welcome to 
join us on Saturday, February 8 for a 
day of skiing or snowboarding ac-
tion at Pats Peak in Henniker, NH.  
We’ll meet in the church parking lot 
at 8:00 AM and return to the church 
at 5:00 PM.  The trip cost is $65.  
Rentals and lessons are available for 
an additional fee.  Also, you should 
plan on bringing your own lunch or 
$20 cash to pay for lunch on the 
mountain.  As always, you are en-
couraged to invite your non-member 
friends to join in on the fun!  Sign up 
by Wednesday, February 5 by con-
tacting Rev. Ken at  
kmcgarry@tfcucc.org. 

Looking ahead to April, plan on 
joining us from 12:00 to 5:00 PM on 
Saturday, April 18 for a day of fun at 
Funtagious Fun Center.  

Senior High Youth Group 
 

Senior High Youth Group meets on 
select Sundays throughout the school 
year at 11:30 AM, for fun-filled 
times of friendship, food, and frol-
icking.  Activities focus on helping 
our teens connect with one another 
and serve the world around 
them.  Below are the activities and 
dates for the 2019-2020 school 
year.  More information and sign-up 
instructions will be sent to families 

of senior highers via mail and email, 
will be posted on the church website, 
and can be found at Christian Educa-
tion Corner in Fellowship Hall. 

 Chili Cook-off and Anne-Marie 
House Meal Prep, February 2, 
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM 

 Movie Day in the Fireside 
Room, March 1, 11:30 AM – 
1:00 PM 

 Meatloaf Express, May 17, 
11:30 AM–1:00 PM 

 Mini-golf at Max’s Country 
Golf, May 31, 11:30 AM-3:00 
PM 

 Nashua River Canoeing Trip, 
June 14, 11:30 AM – 5:00 PM 

 

Additional 2019-2020 School Year 
Activity Dates for Senior Highers: 

 Youth Sunday:  March 29 
 Senior Recognition Sunday:   
       May 10 
 Confirmation Class of 2021 In-

formational Breakfast:  June 7, 
2020 at 8:30 AM 

 Summer Mission Trip:   
       June 27-  July 4 

All youth are encouraged to par -
ticipate in programs and activities 
designed specifically for them, but 
our greater hope is that senior high-
ers join with their families and 
friends in participating in church-
wide fellowship, outreach, and wor-
ship events.  They are also encour-
aged to serve as leaders in our Chris-
tian Education program by teaching 
children’s classes, working in the 
nursery, and leading Vacation Bible 
School activities; to join or help lead 
our various musical ensembles; and, 
after completing the confirmation 
program, to serve as members of our 
church’s various boards, committees, 
and ministry teams. 
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CHRISTMAS AT FIRST A FOND MEMORY 
 
In one of our largest Christ-
mas At First Projects, the 
Chancel Choir of The First 
Church along with Muddy 
Brook Brass (in a double 
brass quintet) led Advent IV 
worship with much power, 
gusto and beautiful music.  
 

Rare treats of the choral rep-
ertory, along with a rousing 
Prelude and Postlude helped 

us ring in the Christmas season with our finest offerings to God. 
 

Two well-attended services were supported by brass ensemble treatments by 
Praetorius and Gabrielli. The very rare and unusual Robert Washburn 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS coupled with the classical contemporary Daniel 
Pinkham SINFONIA SACRA (Chr istmas Cantata) allowed our  choir  to 
truly “pull out all the stops.”  
 

They worked very diligently through the entire Fall to bring these works to the 
worship life of this church! 

CHRISTMAS EVE IN  
THREE FORMATS 

 
Commensurate with the varied music 
ministry we enjoy at The First 
Church, Music at First brought three 
distinct worship services to the 
church community on Christmas Eve 
at 5, 7, and 11 PM. 
 

Thanks to Denise Buck and Cyndi 
Bliss for  leading CHAPEL CHIM-
ERS and JOYFUL NOISE in their  
music offerings at the 5PM service. 

 

Kudos to our in-church youth Katie 
Almeda, Shatia Ellison and Ella 
Glass, joining alumnae of FIRST 
SCHOLA for  a wonderful 7 PM 
service of lessons and Carols. 
 

And many many thanks for the 
members of the CHANCEL CHOIR 

who re-convened just two days after 
Advent IV (with two dress rehearsals 
and two service formats in a four 
day period!) to join with Nathaniel 
Lathrop, cello for  an introspective 
11 PM Service of Lessons and Car-
ols. 
 

Four ensembles in one night! We are 
truly blessed! Thank you all! 

ALL-CHURCH CHOIR and 
FIRST FOLK MAKE  

BIG SPLASH AT  
BAPTISM OF CHRIST 

 

Are you standing in the need of 
prayer while down by the riverside? 
Well, if you were on January 12, you 
witnessed a worship service at The 
First Church as rare as Haley’s com-
et! 
 

FIRST FOLK hosted members of 
the ALL-CHURCH CHOIR to join 
them for two contemporary choral 
works in worship, along with a band 
which featured both Joshua Evans on 
piano and our own Rev. Ken McGar-
ry on acoustic guitar . Chris and 
George Robinson joined us on 
electric bass and drums, along with 
Cyndi Bliss on the mighty 1926 
Austin organ (in shades of playing 

like a Hammond B-3) for works sup-
porting our Sunday worship, focused 
around the Baptism of Christ and the 
powerful message of Isaiah 43. 
 

The musical “lean out the window” 
for us was a fun and rewarding pro-
ject. Thanks to ALL the volunteer 
singers who took the time to increase 
our numbers to 29 singers for the 
morning! 

 
MUSIC MINISTER DEBUTS 

 IN WARSAW 
 

In between Christmas and Commun-
ion Sunday in January, your Minis-
ter of Music gave his debut on the 
podium of the Warsaw National 
Philharmonic & Chorus in Po-
land. 
 

In a spectacular Gala concert on 
“Silvester” (New Year’s Eve), Dec. 
31, an entire evening was dedicated 
to the 200th Anniversary of 
Jacques Offenbach.  
 
 

Offenbach’s music sounded as fresh 
that evening as 200 years ago, and 
the concert of course closed with his 
famous “Can Can” sequence from 
“Orpheus and the Underworld.” 
 

The broadcast included a scripted 
greeting for the New Year (from the 
podium) in Polish language, which 

surprised the enthusiastic audience. 
The concert was broadcast live on 
Polish National Television and we 
hope to at some point, offer a pot-
luck event with a video stream of the 
entire concert, here at the Church.  
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Come Try Hand bells!! 
 

Kids (big and small) are invited to 
try playing bells (big and small) in 
the fireside room at 11:30 AM on 
Sunday March 15.  No signup or 
musical experience is required.  For 
those who want more, we’ll be start-
ing a beginners’ hand bell choir 
(open to all grades 5 and up, no mu-
sic experience required) which will 
meet after church on Sundays from 
11:30-noon beginning on April 19.  
Come join the fun!  To sign up for 
the choir or ask any questions, 
please contact Rhonda O’Keefe or 
the church office. 

FIRST MUSIC TO CONTINUE 
MAIN SERIES IN FEBRUARY 

On Sunday February 23 at 4PM, 
women’s chamber trio  
FRAUENTANZ offer s us an after -
noon of music surrounding “dance” 
with works by Bizet, Debussy, Dvo-
rak and others! 
 

Former Principal Clarinet of the  
Singapore Symphony, Karen Luttik, 
joins her chamber music colleagues 
Rebecca Jeffreys (flute) and Molly 
Lozeau (piano), in a wonderful 
program featuring three prominent 
“Women of Music” of our region.  
 

Come and enjoy a late winter after-
noon in the beauty of the 1894 Sanc-
tuary. The wonders of classical mu-
sic expressed in various forms of 
“dance” penned by beloved compos-
ers will fill the space with rich and 
varied sounds. A feast for the senses 
is in store! 
 

The Admission is FREE and under-
written by the FRIENDS OF FIRST 
MUSIC! All are welcome!  

ASH WEDNESDAY TO BRING 
CHANCEL CHOIR  
INTO WORSHIP 

Join us for Worship on Wednesday, 
February 26 at 7:30 PM, as we 
usher in the Lenten Season with a 
special worship service for Ash 
Wednesday, supported by the 
CHANCEL CHOIR. 
 

Choral works by Brahms and Att-
wood underscore this contemplative 
service, along with a through-line of 
a beloved Lenten Spiritual.  
 

Take a break from your week and 
offer the Lord an evening together 
with members and friends of The 
First Church! 

MUSIC COMMITTEE KUDOS 
 

The Music Committee of this church 
takes a very active role in the sup-
port and advancement of the entire 
Music Ministry, which includes mul-
tiple choirs, and all major instru-
ments on our campus (pipe organ, 
five pianos, tower chimes, five oc-
taves of handbells and four octaves 
of choir chimes). All this in addition 
to the support and administration for 
the entire First Music Concert Se-
ries.  
 

These tireless folks work the whole 
year through to benefit Music at 
First and the entire First Church 
Community. 
 

Perhaps you feel called to serve with 
us? It is a lot of work, but also a lot 
of reward in seeing the fruits of your 
labor blossom in such meaningful 
ways in worship, and music out-
reach. 
 

Please contact Joseph in the Music 
Office and see if any positions are 
open for the coming season!  
 

(603) 882-4861 X15  

FRIDAYS AT FIRST  
INCREASES ITS AUDIENCE 

 IN SECOND SEASON 
 

It is a pleasure to report that attend-
ance of our Advent / Lenten organ 
series on Fridays at 12:15pm 
“Fridays at First” has increased its 
attendance in the Fall season. 
 

Our average audience was 65 people, 
which is an increase of 10 people 
from the previous season. Many peo-
ple come into our doors the first 
time, primarily we found in this 
round, from the signage on the 
church lawn, and additional support 
from our December feature in New 
Hampshire Magazine! 
 

Music Outreach for all! – Thanks to 
all those who support this mission! 

 
 
 
 

February 2020 
 

Sunday, February 2 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

8:30 & 10:00 
Chancel Choir 
Leslie Woodard, Flute 
 

Sunday, February 9 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

8:30   First Folk 
10:00 First Folk, Joyful Noise 
 

Sunday, February 16 
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

8:30 & 10:00  
Decibells 
 

Sunday, February 23 
Transfiguration 

8:30 & 10:00 
First Chamber 
 

Wednesday, February 26 
Ash Wednesday 

7:30 PM 
    Chancel Choir 
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February 26, 2020 
Service: 7:30 PM, sanctuary 

Music: Chancel Choir 
The Ash Wednesday service for 

confession and contemplation will be 
led by Rev. Andy and Rev. Ken. 

 

Sunday,  
February 9, 2020 

 
One worship service: 10:00 AM 

Sunday School & childcare 
 

 
 Cookie Sale for the 
Mission Trip Fund 

 
 

 
 

11:30 AM:   
Annual  
Meeting 

 
14

th
 Annual  

First Church  
Chili Contest 

 Sunday February 2 
11:30 AM - Dining Room 

Proceeds benefit the  
Mission Trip Fund 


