
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Congregational – United Church Of Christ 
 
† 

 
Gathered December 16, 1685 

 
“No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

 



Morning Worship 
Palm Sunday 

 

April 5, 2020 
 

 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

MEDITATION “Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord!”  
              Matthew 21:9 
 

PRELUDE  Hosanna!                   P. Wachs 

                                    (1851 – 1915) 
 

INTROIT    The Lord Is In His Holy Temple     F. R. Lund 
    STAFF SINGER QUARTET                  (*1938) 

Janet Poisson, soprano                           Composer-In-Residence 

Elena DeStasio Stabile, mezzo soprano 
     Nick DeFrancesco, tenor 
     Mark Cleveland, bass 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Children of God, Rejoice!  Sing out in celebration, God's people! Your 

King is coming to you, humble, riding on a donkey, on a donkey's 
foal. 

People: Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest!  Blessed is the one who comes in 
the Lord's name.  Glory to God! Hosanna! 

 

*HYMN #155  All Glory, Laud, and Honor (next page)      ST. THEODULPH 
 

*OPENING PRAYER    
Almighty and Everlasting God, prepare our souls to worship you and offer our 
praise and honor to the One who raised Lazarus from the dead.  Blessings and 
honor to the One who marched triumphantly into Jerusalem, who turned over 
the tables in the temple, who taught his disciples to be the least of these.  Glory 
and power to the One who submitted to the will of God, who broke bread with 
the one who would betray, who washed the feet of the one who would deny, 
who healed the ear of the one who would arrest, and in his faithfulness will win 
victory over sin and death.  We worship you now, Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
 

GREETINGS 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

 
 
 



                 All Glory, Laud, and Honor        ST. THEODULPH 

               CCLI#3034682    Source: Pilgrim Hymnal  
 



PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
 

RESPONSIVE PSALM 118 
The Psalm will be intoned once.  The congregation sings the same 
Response, and then again at the “R” indication below. 

       R 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                
                     CCLI#3034682    Source: New Century Hymnal 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                
 



                Matthew 21:1-11 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring 
them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And 
he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken 
through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to 
you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” The 
disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the 
colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on 
the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city 
was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet 
Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

SERMON   “Taking the Initiative”        Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
 

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
*UNISON READING                 (Philippians 2:5-11) 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.  
And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to 
the point of death—even death on a cross.  Therefore God also highly exalted 
him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



RESPONSE  Lead Me, Lord            S. S. Wesley 
                                   (1810 – 1876) 
 

OFFERTORY  The Palm Branches       J.-B. Fauré 

                                 (1830  –  1914) 
                                              arr. Sudds 
 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                               OLD HUNDRETH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
O God, you have so greatly loved us, earnestly sought us, and mercifully 
redeemed us.  Accept these gifts and give us grace, that in everything we may 
yield ourselves, our wills, and our works, a continual thank-offering to you, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

*HYMN #175  Ride on, Ride on in Majesty!          ST. DROSTANE 

 

            CCLI#3034682    Source: Pilgrim Hymnal 
 



*BENEDICTION  
 

BENEDICTUS  The Holy City (excerpt)         S. Adams 
                                   (1841 – 1913) 
 

POSTLUDE  In reverence to the solemn season, remembering Christ’s sacrifice 

on the Cross, a postlude will not be played during Lent. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 
 

Daily Devotions Online 

Monday, April 6 – Saturday, April 11 

tfcucc.org 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

No online service 

 

FESTIVAL OF EASTER 

Sunday, April 12 

Worship Online 

tfcucc.org 

Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong 

Staff Singer Quartet 

First Brass 
 



Sing to the Lord a new song. (Psalm 96:1) 
 

The psalmist tells us: Sing to the Lord a new song.  Believe me when I tell you, the psalmist 
is not talking about new hymns for worship.  No, he has something more in mind.  
Something Isaiah speaks about when he says “God is about to create new heaven and a 
new earth.”  Jesus tells us it will be a messy process: There will be Good Friday - a cross 
and judgment, but these things must happen if there is to be Easter and New Life. 
 

We enter this Holy Week as losses from the pandemic mount making Good Friday so much 
more than a metaphor for our nation.  Yet, as an Easter people we will not grieve as those 
without hope.  Jesus’ life, death and resurrection is a revelation of God, who is working out 
his purposes to bring everlasting life to the world.  May our communal prayers and 
devotions; worship and service be light for others in dark times. 
 

Look for our daily Holy Week devotions available on our website  and Facebook page. 
 

In Christ with courage, 
Rev. Andy  
 

Mobile Ministry 
We have members and friends who must remain isolated because of underlying 
vulnerabilities to COVID-19 or are in quarantine.  They have a need for groceries, 
medications, and connection.  We have formed a network of persons who are willing to 
shop and deliver necessary food, supplies, and medications.  Rev. Ken is coordinating this 
ministry.  To join our team, please contact Rev. Ken at kmcgarry@tfcucc.org.  If you have 
need, or know someone in need, then inform Rev. Ken. 
 

Caring Connections-NEW information 
The Digital Devotion (Every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday)   
Social isolation will curb the spread of COVID-19, but it can be emotionally and 
spiritually painful.  Each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 12:30, your ministry 
team will post an encouraging message and prayer on our website and Facebook. 
We will be offering daily Holy Week Devotions on our website and our Facebook 
page.  

 

Prayer Chain 
The prayer chain remains up and running.  Rev. Jami will provide updates on a 
regular basis so we can be holding up one another and our community before the 
Lord in prayer.  Please direct your prayer concerns to jboyle@tfcucc.org. 

 

 

Prayer in Shaw Chapel has been discontinued due to Governor Sununu’s stay-at-home 
order. 
 

Music Ministry and First Music Concert Series-NEW information 
Music Ministry members have received separate correspondence suspending all choir 
activity through May 4.  First Music Concert Series is postponing the concert scheduled for 
April 5.   
 

Study Groups online 
Rev. Andy’s Wednesday Morning Men’s Group continues online. 
 

 

 

https://tfcucc.org/category/digital-devotion/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchNashua/
mailto:kmcgarry@tfcucc.org
https://tfcucc.org/category/digital-devotion/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchNashua/
mailto:jboyle@tfcucc.org


Christian Education 
Rev. Ken is leading confirmation classes online. Also, he and Diane Matthes are 
establishing an online community for parents of youth and children to offer support, ideas, 
and encouragement for the challenges caused by disruptions of all our routines. 
 
 

Pastoral Care 
Your ministers are available 24/7 to talk and pray with you as need arises.  Our contact 
information is as follows: 

 Rev. Andy---978-844-2617 (mobile) 

 Rev. Ken---203-722-4901 (mobile) 

 Rev. Jami---603-325-0772 (mobile) 
 
 

Worship 
Worship services will be posted on our website each Sunday up to and through May 4. 
 
 

Giving 
Our financial giving remains crucial to maintain our ministry, to support the spiritual health 
of the church family, and continue our Outreach to mission partners in and around Nashua.  
Please mail in your offering or consider e-giving though our website at 
https://tfcucc.org/give/. 
 

Emergency Relief Fund – NEW 
The First Church Family is establishing an Emergency Relief Fund for our members, our 
mission partners and our ministries.  Given the needs that we see now and anticipate in 
the days and weeks to come due to sickness and economic strain, we want to do our 
utmost to provide for the welfare and wellbeing of the congregation and community.  To 
this end, the monies will be placed in an account to be distributed by our ministers with 
Prudential oversight.  These funds are in addition to the ready cash in The Ministers 
Discretionary Fund. 
 

We are grateful that this fund begins with $50,000 based on contributions from lead gifts. 
If you would like to donate, please make a check payable to First Church Nashua, Memo: 
“Emergency Relief Fund.”  Also, you may go online to tfcucc.org/give.  If you have a need, 
please reach out to Revs. Andy or Ken who will handle all requests confidentially.  In the 
meantime, should you have any questions, please contact the office at 882-4861 or email 
Rev. Andy or Rev. Ken.  
 
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to 
all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  --
Philippians 4:4-6 

 

 

https://tfcucc.org/
https://tfcucc.org/give/
mailto:aarmstrong@tfcucc.org?subject=Emergency%20Relief%20Fund
mailto:aarmstrong@tfcucc.org?subject=Emergency%20Relief%20Fund


Music Ministry 
 

First Music Concert Series Update - At this time, the concert scheduled for today, April 
5, has been indefinitely postponed.  
 

In these times which are affecting artists worldwide fiscally through multiple engagement 
cancellations, FIRST MUSIC has made the commitment to honor all agreements with our 
Artists, and pay them in full, as they are mostly freelancers, greatly reliant on this income. 
 

To the generous contributors of the inaugural 2019-2020 Friend of First Music campaign, 
please know your generosity not only helps us see the financial commitment to these artists 
through, but also leaves the Series in a position where there is not a significant loss to our 
organization as in seasons when all artist costs was offset through ticket income only. 
 

THANK YOU! 
 

There is little else to say except to express gratitude for your patronage, encouragement 
and stewardship to FIRST MUSIC. With wishes for you and your families to get through 
the coming time as healthy as possible. We look forward to welcoming you back, bringing 
music to the Gate City as soon as we can. 
 

In gratitude,  
Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO   Eric Ruthenberg,  
Artistic Director,       Chair, Music Committee 
First Music Concert Series 

 
Music in Worship Next Sunday 
April 12, 2020 
Festival of Easter 
Staff Singer Quartet 
First Brass 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christian Education Corner 
 

                               2020 Volunteer Appreciation Awards 
 

Sunday, March 29 would have been Youth Sunday, the day we honor our 
CE Volunteers and present awards. Because we don’t know when we will 
be gathering again (and we will eventually), the awards were presented 
via email, on behalf of the CE Board, Rev. Ken, and Diane Matthes, to the 
following recipients: 
 
 

For 10 years of service, Holly Columbus. Holly has taught the Worship Center classes 
(3 year olds-2nd grade) since she started teaching in 2010. Holly also leads the Liturgy of 
Light lesson for all Worship Center classes. 
 

 

For 15 years of service, Beth Raymond. After saying to Pat Harris 15 years ago, “I don’t 
think I can teach”, Beth has been a constant in the 4th and 5th grades ever since! 
 

 

For 20 years of service, Janet Oberti. Janet has taught everything form 4 year olds on 
up, and for the past 10 years she has been a dedicated MAD advisor.  
 

 

For 25 years of service, Stacey Plummer. Stacey has taught 3rd grade for 25 years, and 
shows no signs of stopping. Her dedication to our 3rd graders and their very important year 
of receiving their Bibles is ongoing-she already signed up for next year! 
 

 

The Wendel Gibson Award.  This award is named for a man who devoted fifty years of 
his life to advocating and working toward excellence in the ministry of Christian education 
at First Church.  It is given annually to a volunteer who exemplifies the outstanding 
dedication and service to Christian education for which Wendel Gibson was known.  This 
year the award goes to Yvonne Laurie.  Yvonne has been working in the Christian 
Education program since 2007 when she volunteered in the 4th grade.  She has continued 
through 5th and 6th grades and for the last 5 years has been a MAD advisor.  
 
 

Congratulations to all! 
 
 

It is impossible to imagine Christian Education at First Church without all of our dedicated 
volunteers.  Together, the 5 recipients of this year’s awards represent 83 years of 
volunteering in the CE program!  These are the people who “engage, enlighten and 
educate” are youth.  Without them, there is no Christian Education Program.  A very sincere 
and heartfelt thank you to all of the CE volunteers who dedicate their time, energy and love 
to passing on the Christian faith.  Their dedication and gifts are greatly appreciated.   
 

Children’s Message 
Rev. Ken will continue to provide a Children’s Message in the taped worship service. 
Parents and children are encouraged to view it online at tfcucc.org. 
 

Heifer Collection 
Please continue to make your donations to the Heifer project. Collection of the cans and 
presentation of the gifts will be made at later date, TBD.  
 



 
Scholarships and Grants  
The First Church Scholarships and Grants are awarded each year to deserving members 
who intend to further their education beyond high school.  Criteria include: 
 

Scholarships: 
Student members graduating from high school who:    

 Intend to further their education beyond high school 

 Serve and participate in the church 
Grants: 
Adult members who: 

 Intend to further their education in any way (additional certification, a single course 
for a specific purpose, an additional degree, etc.) 

 Serve and participate in the church 
Applications are available at:  www.tfcucc.org   Click on EDUCATE and scroll down to 
Scholarships. 
 

Direct All Questions to: scholarships@tfcucc.org 
 

Deadline for Applications is April 15, 2020 
 
Scholarships and grants will be awarded on Children’s Day, June 14. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tfcucc.org/
mailto:scholarships@tfcucc.org


Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

All church events are on hiatus at least through May 4.  We will update you as more 
information becomes available to us. 

++++ 
++++ 

If you wish to receive Rev. Andy’s letters via email, please contact Dianne Smigliani and 
she will add you to the e-News distribution.  His updates are also posted on our website 
under “COVID-19 Updates”. 

++++ 

Kitchen Training Postponed - The kitchen training session scheduled for April 13 is 
postponed until a later date, TBD.  Stay tuned for further information. 
 

The online kitchen-training refresher course is extended to April 30. This is for 
everyone who was previously trained to view a refresher and complete a short quiz to 
document continued competency in kitchen protocols.   
 

Have time on your hands right now?  This is the perfect opportunity to refresh yourselves 
with kitchen procedures and take the quiz. 
 

Contact Erin Almeda or Don Dillaby with any questions. 
++++ 

Mission Trip to North Carolina: June 27 - July 5, 2020 -   Adults and youth 14 years of 
age and older are invited to participate in a project to repair and rebuild homes in eastern 
NC severely damaged by high winds and flood waters by Hurricanes Dorian (2019), 
Florence (2018), and Matthew (2016). 
Our group will be working with the Disaster Ministries of the United Church of Christ and 
our mission partner in North Carolina, the United Methodist Church.  
Contact Rev. Ken if you would like to know more about this trip. 

++++ 

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Educational Course Update - NAMI will 
hold the Family-to-Family Educational Course beginning April 6th.  The class will be held 
"live online" on Monday nights from 6:00-8:30 PM.  This FREE 8-week course is for family 
and friends of individuals with serious mental illness.  Space is limited; enrollment is 
required.  For more information, or to enroll, contact Pam Burns at 603-345-5304 or Norma 
MacKinley-Smith at 603-882-6771.  

++++ 

Let us prepare for Easter…watch Jesus of Nazareth "together"!  Rev. Jami invites you 
and your family to watch this 1977 Franco Zefferelli, all-star film, as a way to prepare for 
Easter.  We will watch the film and Rev. Jami will host a Zoom call on April 8th to discuss 
the film. 
 

Now that we are staying home, and getting more accustomed to virtual encounters, let’s 
do something as a church community that is easy for most of us to do and something that 
will pay spiritual dividends.  Let’s watch Jesus of Nazareth “together!” 
 

Rev Jami has watched this six-hour film every Lent for the past thirty years as a way to 
prepare for the season of Christ’s death and resurrection.  You can binge watch it or, like 
her, divide your viewing into three two-hours sessions. 
 

The first two hours include the annunciation, birth and circumcision of John the Baptist, 
Joseph’s visitation, the Nativity of Jesus, the visit of the Magi, the Massacre of the 



Innocents, and the baptism of Jesus.  The next two hours begin with Jesus calling his 
disciples, Jesus’ ministry of healing and preaching, the killing of John the Baptist, 
introduction of Mary Magdalene, and Jesus’ journey into Jerusalem for Passover.  The 
final two hours include the betrayal of Jesus by Judas, the Sanhedrin trial of Jesus, 
Peter’s denying Christ, Pilate’s judgment, the Passion narrative, crucifixion, the empty 
tomb, and the appearance of the risen Christ to his Disciples. 
The film may be viewed in the following locations online. 
 

View Jesus of Nazareth on YouTube. 
View Jesus of Nazareth on your Amazon Prime account. 
This film is not available on Netflix 
 

There are two and a-half weeks before Easter to “watch together.”  On Wednesday, April 
8, from 3:30-4:30 PM, Rev. Jami will host a Zoom Call-in so that we can discuss your 
experiences.  She will send out another email about how to access that Zoom Call-in during 
Holy Week. 
You may also contact Rev. Jami through email if you have any questions or insights. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Coordinator of Christian Education, Diane E. Matthes, dmatthes@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org 

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church 

please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and 

committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 

  
One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:  Closed until further notice. 
 

Visit our web site at tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook 


