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Gathered December 16, 1685 

 
 
 

“No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 
 

 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



MORNING WORSHIP 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 10, 2020 

 
 

 
 
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

MEDITATION  
“Earth's crammed with heaven.  And every common bush afire with God: 
But only he who sees, takes off his shoes.”     Elizabeth Barrett Browning
   

PRELUDE  Mariales            N. Hakim 

     i. Incantation (Mater amarabilis)       (*1955) 
     ii. Pastorale (Regina coeli) 
     iii. Antienne (Salve Regina) 

 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP           (based on Psalm 31:1-2) 
Leader: May the Risen Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: In You, O Lord, I seek refuge; do not let me be put to shame; in Your 

righteousness deliver me! 
People: Incline Your ear to me; rescue me speedily.  Be a rock of refuge for 

me, a strong fortress to save me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #263  Christ Is made the Sure Foundation            REGENT SQUARE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION(Unison) 
God our light, our Savior, our home: we humble ourselves before You, having 
refused many of Your gifts.  You invite us to taste that You are good; we 
cultivate tastes for lesser things.  You show us Yourself, that we might believe; 
we close our eyes and ears to You. You offer us refuge and salvation; we resort 
to violence as we seek our own security.  You call us to be living stones, built 
into a spiritual house; we disobey Your Word and stumble upon the foundation 
You provide.  Forgive us, God of mercy.  Let Your face shine upon us again, 
that we may grow into salvation and serve You with faithfulness and hope.  
Amen. 
 

 A time of silence for personal confession 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader: “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 

people, in order that you might proclaim the mighty acts of Him Who 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.  Once you were 
not a people, but now you are God’s people; once You had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” (1 Peter 2:9-10)  
In Jesus Christ I declare that your faith has made you well.  Go and 
sin no more.  Amen. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 PRAISE #199/3 Crown Him the Lord of Life                 DIADEMATA 
 

   Crown him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave, 
   And rose victorious in the strife For those he came to save; 

His glories now we sing  Who died and rose on high, 
Who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 

 
GREETINGS 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS             Acts 7:55-60 
But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered 
their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they 
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their 
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, 



he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in 
a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, 
he died. 
                 John 14:1-14 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house there are many mansions. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may 
be also. 
And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, 
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus 
said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From 
now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Lord, show 
us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with 
you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to 
you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do 
not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 
Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do 
and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I 
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 

SOLO   Her Children Call Her Blessed                 D. Barta 

      A tribute to Mothers based on Proverbs 31        (*1953) 

      NICOLE PLUMMER, mezzo soprano 

 
 
SERMON     “When God Gets What He Wants”     Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 

 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #218  Oh Jesus, I Have Promised            ANGEL’S STORY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
RESPONSIVE READING               No Other Foundation 

   (based on 1 Cor. 3:11; 1 Peter 2:4-6; Eph. 2:19-21) 
Leader: No one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which 

is Jesus Christ.  For it stands in Scripture: 
People: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, rejected by mortals yet  
  chosen and precious in God’s sight, and whoever 

believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
Leader: Come to him, a living stone, rejected by mortals yet chosen and 

precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built 
into a spiritual house. 

People: We are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s 
people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 
cornerstone.  In him the whole building is joined together and rises to 
become a holy temple in the Lord. 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY  I Know That My Redeemer Liveth         G. F. Händel
          from “The Messiah” – Part III; No. 45                   (1685 – 1759) 
 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                       OLD HUNDRETH L.M. 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
Almighty God you have told us that you go to prepare a place for us even as 
you make a home in our hearts.  How this is true is beyond our understanding 
yet the comfort you provide is a mercy to our souls.  May our gifts today 
encourage our ministry and mission to those who feel or are actually without a 
home.  Make it so in the name of Jesus. Amen.  



*HYMN #443  Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory    BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC 

 

 

 

REFRAIN: 

 

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 

His truth is marching on. 
 
 



*BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE  Prelude and Fugue in C Major, BWV 553    J. S. Bach 

                                    (1685 – 1750) 
 

 
 
Cover Art: Thomas Cole, “The Voyage of Life Old Age”, 1842 (National Gallery of Art) 
 

Hymns are from the Pilgrim Hymnal:  CCLI#3034682                       
 
 

******************************************************************************* 

The flowers in the pulpit are given by Peter and Jeanne Chaloner,  

“With all our love we remember our mothers, Eloise (Tommy) Chaloner and 

Virginia (Jean) Taylor, and honor our daughters, Heather Fauteux, Jennifer Kidd 

and our daughter-in-law, Leslie Fillmore on this memorable Mother’s Day”.   
******************************************************************************* 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Happy Mother’s Day! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Rev. Andy’s Weekly Message – May 8, 2020 

 

Friends,  
As the Pandemic continues, we are experiencing many emotions; some that are new to 
us and others that are intense and prolonged.  You’ve heard that the Bible is a source of 
comfort and strength, but it can be difficult to know what chapter and verse is most 
helpful at any given moment.  What follows is an index I have tucked away in my own 
Bible.  I call it my “Spiritual Survival Kit.”  May these verses fortify for souls and increase 
your hope.  
 

In Christ, 
Rev. Andy  

 
“Spiritual Survival Kit.” 

 

When you are afraid      Psalm 27:1 

When you fear the future     Jeremiah 29:10-11 

When you want courage      Joshua 1:9 

When you are weary and your burden is heavy Matt. 11:28-30 

When you need strength     Isaiah 41:10 

When you are lonely and the way seems dark  Psalm 23 

If you are depressed      Psalm 27 

If you are discouraged or blue    Psalm 34 

When in sorrow and seeking inward peace   John 14 

When you have sinned      Psalm 51 

When you worry       Phil. 4:6-7, Mt 6:19-34 

When you don’t know who to turn to   Psalm 121 

When God seems far away     Psalm 139 

When your faith needs stirring    Hebrews 11 

When you grow bitter and critical    1 Cor. 13 

If you have been bereaved     1 Cor. 15, Revelation 21 

When you feel down and out     Romans 8:31-39 

If you are sick or in pain or in danger   Psalm 91 

When the world seems bigger than God   Psalm 90 

If your pocketbook is empty     Psalm 37 

When you need a new beginning    Lamentations 3:22-24 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
First Church’s COVID-19 Ministries 

Facemask Ministry - First Church has established a Facemask Ministry. If you are in need 
of a facemask, please contact the church office to arrange for pick-up or delivery of one (or 
more). 
 

If you would like to make masks for our church parishioners and the greater community, 
please email Diane Matthes. 
 

To learn how to make facemasks follow this link to the CDC website for instructions.  
 

Mobile Ministry - We have members and friends who must remain isolated because of 
underlying vulnerabilities to COVID-19 or are in quarantine.  They have a need for 
groceries, medications, and connection.  We have formed a network of persons who are 
willing to shop and deliver necessary food, supplies, and medications.  Rev. Ken is 
coordinating this ministry.  To join our team, please contact Rev. Ken at 
kmcgarry@tfcucc.org.  If you have need, or know someone in need, then inform Rev. Ken. 
 

Caring Connections 
The Digital Devotion (Wednesday)   
Social isolation will curb the spread of COVID-19, but it can be emotionally and 
spiritually painful.  Each Wednesday at 12:30, your ministry team will post an 
encouraging message and prayer on our website and our Facebook page.  

 

Prayer Chain 
The prayer chain remains up and running.  Rev. Jami will provide updates on a 
regular basis so we can be holding up one another and our community before the 
Lord in prayer.  Please direct your prayer concerns to jboyle@tfcucc.org. 

 

Music Ministry – New! Music Ministry members have received correspondence this week 
suspending all choir activity through June 21. We look forwarding to welcoming everyone 
back in the 2020/21 ministry season. We miss you! 
 

In light of the interruption of work for Music at First and the Music Committee, the selection 
of a recipient for the fourth annual Elizabeth Shirley Award for service to the Music Ministry 
is postponed until next year.  
 

The First Music Concert Series is working in a remote recording option to offer our May 31 
Concert “Women of Music” in an online format on YouTube. Stay tuned for emerging 
details. The onsite concert falls right at the cusp of the New Hampshire “Stay at Home 2.0” 
order. 
 

Planning for the Summer Music Schedule is underway for weekly Sunday services from 
Father’s Day through Labor Day.  Men’s Choir will not convene this season for Father’s 
Day worship, but a men’s quartet has been organized to keep part of that tradition alive for 
June 21. 
 

The 2020/21 ad campaign for the First Music Concert Series has been tabled until later in 
the coming summer, when things hopefully normalize a bit. 
 

The 2020/21 concert season for the First Music Concert Series was already in place prior 
to closures beginning in March. We look forward to announcing the Season in the June 
Newsletter. 
 

mailto:dmatthes@tfcucc.org?subject=Face%20Mask%20Ministry
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
mailto:kmcgarry@tfcucc.org
https://tfcucc.org/category/digital-devotion/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchNashua/
mailto:jboyle@tfcucc.org


Study Groups online - Rev. Andy’s Wednesday Morning Men’s Group continues online. 
Christian Education - Rev. Ken is leading confirmation classes online. Confirmation 
Sunday, originally scheduled for May 17, is being postponed.  The specific date is yet to 
be determined, but it will be no earlier than September 2020.  Also, he and Diane Matthes 
are establishing an online community for parents of youth and children to offer support, 
ideas, and encouragement for the challenges caused by disruptions of all our routines. 
 

Pastoral Care - Your ministers are available 24/7 to talk and pray with you as need arises.  
Our contact information is as follows: 

 Rev. Andy:  978-844-2617 (mobile) 

 Rev. Ken:    203-722-4901 (mobile) 

 Rev. Jami:   603-325-0772 (mobile) 
 

Worship – Worship services are posted on our website and Facebook each Sunday at 
6:00 AM up to and through May 31.  You may watch the services at any time. 
 

Giving - Our financial giving remains crucial to maintain our ministry, to support the spiritual 
health of the church family, and continue our Outreach to mission partners in and around 
Nashua.  Please mail in your offering or consider e-giving though our website at 
https://tfcucc.org/give/. 
 

Emergency Relief Fund - The First Church Family has established an Emergency Relief 
Fund for our members, our mission partners and our ministries.  Given the needs that we 
see now and anticipate in the days and weeks to come due to sickness and economic 
strain, we want to do our utmost to provide for the welfare and wellbeing of the congregation 
and community.  To this end, the monies will be placed in an account to be distributed by 
our ministers with Prudential oversight.  These funds are in addition to the ready cash in 
The Ministers Discretionary Fund. 
 

We are grateful that this fund has reached over $80,000.  If you would like to donate, please 
make a check payable to First Church Nashua, Memo: “Emergency Relief Fund.”  Also, 
you may go online to tfcucc.org/give.  If you have a need, please reach out to Revs. Andy 
or Ken who will handle all requests confidentially.  In the meantime, should you have any 
questions, please contact the office at 882-4861 or email Rev. Andy or Rev. Ken.  
 

CARES ACT CHARITABLE GIVING INCENTIVES 
1. New charitable deduction for taxpayers who do not itemize. Beginning in 2020, 

individuals can deduct $300 in charitable contributions from their gross income even 
if they do not itemize their deductions. Donations must be made in cash to a charity. 
Gifts of appreciated securities, and gifts to a donor advised fund or supporting 
organization, do not qualify. Although the permissible amount is modest, it is a new 
benefit available to many of your donors. 
Opportunity: This means that you can get a tax deduction from your gift even if you 
do not itemize.   

2. No cap on charitable deductions for taxpayers who do itemize. Donors who itemize 
their deductions can usually deduct cash contributions up to 60% of their adjusted 
gross income. For 2020, that cap is lifted, and donors contributing cash to charity 
may deduct up to 100% of their income, a significant tax savings for anyone able to 

https://tfcucc.org/
https://tfcucc.org/give/
mailto:aarmstrong@tfcucc.org?subject=Emergency%20Relief%20Fund
mailto:aarmstrong@tfcucc.org?subject=Emergency%20Relief%20Fund


contribute larger amounts. Again, this is only for gifts of cash, and only for gifts made 
directly to charity (not to donor-advised funds or supporting organizations). 
Opportunity: This means you may be able to offset significant amounts of income if 
you are able to make cash gifts this year.  

3. No required minimum distributions, but qualified charitable distributions still possible. 
The CARES Act eliminates required minimum distributions (RMDs) from many 
retirement plans in 2020. Some donors have been using their RMDs for tax-
advantaged charitable gifts by making a qualified charitable distribution (QCD) 
directly to charity. Under the CARES Act it is still possible for donors who are 70½ or 
over to contribute up to $100,000 directly to a charity without paying tax on the 
distribution. This remains a beneficial way for donors to make gifts to your church. 
Opportunity: This means that you may still make a tax-advantaged qualified 
charitable distribution from an IRA this year. This might be useful for donors who 
have cash set aside in an IRA for an RMD that is no longer required. 
 
 

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

All church events are on hiatus at least through May 31.  We will update you as more 
information becomes available to us. 

++++ 

Coffee Hour with Clergy – Join Rev. Andy, Rev. Ken, Rev. Jami and Joseph for a Zoom 
“coffee hour” every Wednesday 2:00 PM.  Contact the church office for the link to the group.  
If you have attended previously, please use the same link. 

++++ 

Water to Wine Social Zoom - For those who would like an evening get-together, Rev. 
Jami will host Water to Wine on Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM starting this Thursday, May 
14. Contact the church office for the link. 

++++ 

If you wish to receive Rev. Andy’s weekly messages via email, please contact Dianne 
Smigliani and she will add you to the e-News distribution.  His updates are also on our 
website under “COVID-19 Updates” and in the weekly bulletin. 

++++ 

Confirmation Sunday Postponed - Confirmation Sunday, originally scheduled for May 
17, is being postponed.  The specific date is yet to be determined, but it will be no earlier 
than September 2020. 
 

An informational meeting for next year’s confirmation class will be held on Sunday, June 
7, at 11:30 AM.  All current eighth graders and their parents are encouraged to attend this 
meeting to learn all about the program, which will begin in the fall.  If we are gathering in 
person for worship on June 7, the meeting will be held in the church dining room; if we are 
not yet meeting together in person, this gathering will occur by video conference.  More 
information about this meeting will be provided in the next newsletter. 

++++ 

The June newsletter deadline is Monday, May 11. Please send your article submissions 
to Sue in the church office. 
 
 



Celebrating our Graduates - Is there a graduate in your family this year?  Send high 
school graduate’s information to Diane Matthes and send all other graduate’s information 
to Sue Englander, by May 11.  The grads will be acknowledged in the June newsletter. 

++++ 

June Mission Trip Cancelled - Unfortunately, we are unable to travel for our week-long 
mission trip to coastal North Carolina.  
 

Our team would have partnered with the United Church of Christ Disaster Ministries, which 
is working with the United Methodist Church’s North Carolina Conference.  All of their work 
projects are currently on hiatus, and they will not be resuming operations until sometime in 
July.   
 

It is very unlikely that we will be offering another mission trip for youth and/or adults this 
summer.  Another update about the status of a summer mission trip will be provided in the 
June newsletter. 

++++ 

Help us Update Our Records - As Rev. Jami’s callers have been reaching out to folks, 
recently, they have encountered many disconnected phone numbers.  Please let the 
church office know if you have a new home phone number or if you are only using cell 
numbers. Also, do we have your current email address? This contact information is for 
church use, only, and we will never share it with anyone, without your permission. 

++++ 

The church directory needs your picture!  Please take a few moments to provide us 
with a photo of you and your family. Send your photo (not professional), with the names of 
your family members to Lee Hauenstein and he will include it in the directory. If you would 
like to update your current photo, you may send new one, as well. 

++++ 

Holiday Fair Offers Many Opportunities to Serve - The Holiday Fair is still on, as of this 
point in time.  The committee is working on craft items at home and they want to know what 
types of items you might like to buy so they can prepare accordingly.  They also are asking 
folks to work at home making crafts.  
 

Longtime bake table co-chairs, Beth Bartlett and Carol Decker, will organize the bake sale 
for the last time this year.  They are looking for someone to shadow them to learn the 
routine for future fairs. 
 

Jocelyn Henning is looking for someone to work with her to lead the fair next year. Please 
contact Jocelyn with any suggestions or questions about all of the above information.  

++++ 

Heifer Collection – Sunday school students and parents, please continue to make your 
donations to the Heifer project.  We will collect your donations when we gather again in the 
fall. 

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Sunday 
May 17, 2020 
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Staff Singer Quartet 
Cheryl Bishkoff, oboe 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Coordinator of Christian Education, Diane E. Matthes, dmatthes@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org 

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 
 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church 

please seek out the individuals wearing colored nametags; they are members of the various boards and 

committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 

  
One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:  Closed until further notice. 
 

Visit our web site at tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook 
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