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APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 
 

MEDITATION   
Itôs that lovely thingéA society grows great when the old  
plant trees the shade of which they will never sit in.   

    Greek Proverb 
 

 
PRELUDE  Vater Unser im Himmelreich           J. Pachelbel 
             Our Father in Heaven                 (1653 ï 1706) 
   

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader: The grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, the love of God 
and the fellowship and communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Let us open our hearts to the sunshine of God's love. 
People: Let us open our souls to the gentle wind of God's Spirit. 

Leader: We have gathered to hear the good news of Jesus Christ. 
People: A Word that renews us again and again, 
Leader: And for giving our time, treasures and talents to reach out to 

others. 
People: Let us unite. 
All:  Let us worship in the house of God together. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #15   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty  LOBE DEN HERREN 



*OPENING PRAYER 
Teach us, O God, of the power released when your people unite in praise and 
service. When we are bound together, we sense true freedom. When we join hands, 
we reach out with amplified strength. When we encourage one another in the pursuit 
of justice and peace, we avoid the brittle boldness of acting alone. When we adhere 
to the ways of Christ, we unite as a body of believers.   
Amen. 

 

GREETINGS 
 

PRESENTATION OF SCHOLARSHIPS             Stacey Plummer 
 

 
 

CELEBRATION OF GRADUATES 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE MINISTRY OF DIANE MATTHES 
 
 

 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READING                          Matthew 9:35-10:8 
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every 
sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 
ñThe harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.ò 
Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. These are 
the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother 
Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; 
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ñGo nowhere among the 
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, óThe kingdom of heaven has 
come near.ô Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You 
received without payment; give without payment. 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

SOLO   I Sought the Lord           F. Stevenson 

       JOSEPH R. OLEFIROWICZ, baritone                (1845 ï 1925) 
 

SERMON   ñThe Harvest is Plentifulò                      Rev. Jami. D. Boyle 

 



RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
CENTERING PRAYER                   (based on Isaiah 41:10) 
God of compassion and grace, we cling to your Word and your presence in our 
homes, our church, and our community.  Just as Jesus visited towns and 
villages to cure the sick and the infirm, we place our faith and hope in your 
healing power.  May your divine love come down upon us and our world, a 
harvest for the nations.  Strengthen those who are ill and uplift the downtrodden.  
Heal the sick and comfort the lowly this day and suffer not the children.  May 
the words of the prophet Isaiah be true for us this day: ñDo not fear, for I am 
with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you and help 
you; I will uphold you with my righteous handò. Amen.     

Words of Rev. Alan R. Rudnick, adapted. 

 
PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
OFFERTORY  He                         J. Richards 

                                                    (1878 ï 1956) 

 
*DOXOLOGY #515                                       OLD HUNDRETH L.M. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
O God, may our offerings, which come from many hands connect us in caring. 
And may the honesty of coming face to face with the needs of our church in the 
world guide us toward gracious giving. We dedicate our offering and our 
continuing service to the Christ in whose name we pray.  Amen.  
 



*HYMN #333   Father Almighty, Bless Us With Thy Blessing     INTEGER VITAE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE Lobe den Herrôn den mªchtigen Kºnig der Ehren J. G. Walther 

    Praise the Lord, the mighty King of Heaven               (1684 ï 1748) 
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The flowers in the pulpit are giving in celebration of Diane Matthes as she prepares 
for retirement.  They are given with appreciation for her decades of service to  
First Church as Sunday School Coordinator and we are incredibly grateful to  

have worked with the kind and always helpful, Amazing Diane!  
 
 


