THE FIRST CHURCH
________________________________________________________________________________________

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Congregational – United Church Of Christ
†

Gathered December 16, 1685

“No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”

MORNING WORSHIP
Third Sunday after Pentecost
June 21, 2020

APPROACH TO GOD
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship.

MEDITATION
“God is a God of the present. God is always in the moment, be that
moment hard or easy, joyful and painful.”
Henri Nouwen
PRELUDE

Be Thou My Vision
from Five Preludes on Familiar Hymns

INTROIT

Sing for Joy!
MEN’S QUARTET

H. Hopson
(*1933 - )

K. Heider
(*1940)
Arranger-In-Residence

CRAIG PLUMMER, tenor 1
JOSEPH R. OLEFIROWICZ, tenor 2
ERIC RUTHENBERG, baritone
REV. DR. JEFFREY C. EVANS, bass

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: O God, pour Your Holy Spirit upon us and fill our souls with grace
and love. Deliver us from cold hearts and wandering thoughts, that
with steady minds and burning zeal we may worship You in spirit and
truth. Amen.

*HYMN #246

Come Thou, Almighty King

ITALIAN HYMN

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of birth, God of joy, God of life, we come to You as a people hungry for
good news. We have been so dead to miracles that we have missed the world’s
rebirth. We have been driven to pursue our happiness and all the while we
have overlooked the joy You offer us. Forgive us, gracious God. Open our
eyes and our hearts to receive Your gift; open our lips and hands to share it
with everyone in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
A time of silence for personal confession
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: As the Apostle Paul wrote, “If anyone is in Christ, there is a new
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new!” The good news, therefore, is this: In Jesus Christ we
are made new, we are loved, we are forgiven.
People: Thanks be to God!
GREETINGS
CHILDRENS MESSAGE
PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Romans 6:1-11
What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may
abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you
not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death,
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so
we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a
death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is
freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live
with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once
for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Matthew 10:24-39
“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough
for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have
called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those
of his household! “So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will
not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. What I say

to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from
the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather
fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold
for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your
Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid;
you are of more value than many sparrows. “Everyone therefore who
acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in
heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father
in heaven. “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not
come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his
father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be members of one’s own
household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me;
and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and
whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those
who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find
it.
Leader:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL RESPONSE

Thanks Be to Thee

T. Tallis
(1505 – 1585)

ANTHEM

Psalm 86

K. Heider

PREMIERE

SERMON

“Eye on the Sparrow”

Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD
UNISON PRAYER
O Lord, keep the Church in Your steadfast faith and love, that by Your grace
we may proclaim Your truth with boldness and administer Your justice with
compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, Who lives and reigns with
You in the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
PRAYER CONCERNS
SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRAYER RESPONSE

Holy, Holy, Holy

F. Schubert
(1797 – 1828)
arr. Ehret

OFFERTORY

Be Thou My Vision

Traditional Irish Melody
arr. Hunter

*DOXOLOGY #515

OLD HUNDRETH L.M.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
Thank you for the opportunity to give. We do so with joyful, grateful hearts. We
look at the needs of the world and our offerings are small. May they be like
yeast and grow in your kingdom, bringing a rich harvest of righteousness in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

*HYMN #485

This Is My Father’s World

TERRA BEATA

*BENEDICTION
BENEDICTUS

Grant Us To Do With Zeal

J. S. Bach
(1685 – 1750)
arr. Treharne

POSTLUDE

Nine Pieces for Organ
viii.

Carillon

G. Young
(1919 – 1998)

Cover Art: Icon of Jesus with sword, 14th century, Katholikon of the Sacred Monastery of the
Ascension of Christ, Kosovo.
Hymns are from the Pilgrim Hymnal. CCLI#3034682

The flowers in the pulpit are given in memory of
Carolyn Mulrooney, from Jim and Maribeth Stone.

Happy Father’s Day!
Rev. Andy’s Weekly Message – June 19, 2020

Friends,
As we take another step into our “summer mode,” my Friday Updates and
Rev. Ken’s weekly calls will pause until we have new information to share with
you. Always look to the webpage for the latest news from First Church. In the
meantime, I’m very pleased to report that Courtyard Worship services at 8:30
and 10 AM are off to a good start! Each service’s attendance is evenly split
and we are able to remain socially distanced in that space. I really appreciate
the Deacons and Ushers support and that everyone comes wearing a mask
and makes good use of the hand sanitizing station. Safe Church will meet
later this month to re-evaluate our practices in light of the most current
recommendations from various authorities.
I also want to give you a recap of what our church ministers, staff, leaders and
members have accomplished as we’ve had to adapt to Covid-19. While the
expressions “no crisis should go to waste” or “when given lemons make
lemonade” are not in the Bible, I’m confident that God’s fingerprints are all
over the efforts described below:
1. Our ministers, staff and membership really embraced the use of
technology: online services, virtual meetings, and online giving have been well
received across the board. Everyone has been extremely adaptable!

2. We have a regional imprint now. Folks from around the country are
connecting to our online ministry: some are friends who moved from the area
and others have found us based on Facebook boosts. We have received
donations from some of them! We’re working over the summer to live stream
our services on WSMN radio (audio) and on YouTube (visually).
3. The Stewardship Team feels grateful and confident as our giving and
generosity have been as strong as ever: We are ahead on pledging; The
Emergency Appeal is approaching 90K (we’ve distributed more than 10K thus
far and are anticipating greater need once benefits end and the full effects of
unemployment set in).
4. Quick work by Joe Glajch resulted in a PPP loan (now grant) that
covered 2.5 months of salary, benefits and utilities!
5. Deacons and Visitation have reached out to assure our membership that
we are here and in prayer for them. I’ve received more than a dozen
comments from our people who have said this kind of outreach has made
them feel special and connected to the church family.
6. We’ve made a joyful/tearful farewell to Diane Matthes, who will remain in
the church and has pledged her continuing support to whatever decisions we
make going forward.
7. Grants for repairs to our Bell Tower (Property Management) and Church
Security (Safe Church) have been submitted. Together, we have applied for
$250,000.
8. When the church regathers, the congregation will see a newly
constructed Welcome Center that is attractive and modern that will vastly
improve the first impression of our congregation to new comers and be much
more practical for connecting with the congregation. Bruce Lund, PM and
members with skills have been active with other projects too like resurfacing
our stairs, painting and housecleaning.
9. A Scenario Planning team is now formed for short term concerns. The
Board Chairs will assemble to offer some guidance to Pru on how to go
forward replacing Diane Matthes.
Grace and Peace, Rev. Andy

Courtyard Worship
Sundays at 8:30 AM and 10:00 AM
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 PM through June
a. Vulnerable people are encouraged to stay home and watch our
weekly online service.
b. Chairs will be placed for social distancing in the courtyard to
accommodate up to 25 people per service.
c. Please wear a facemask to protect your neighbor. Facemasks
will be available at every service.
d. Hand sanitizing stations, offering plates and bulletins will be
located as you enter the courtyard.
e. Services will be 30 minutes long. After each service, the
ministers, deacons and ushers will wipe down chairs for the next
service.
f. In the event of inclement weather, services will be cancelled.
Please check the webpage for the latest information.
High quality worship services will continue online.
We are confident that this is the best approach we can take at this moment to gather
as safely as possible and to get into practice for being together. Safe Church will
keep up with the latest recommendations and review our process for re-opening one
month at a time. On behalf of the entire ministry team, we are grateful for your loving
support and keep you all near to our hearts.
First Church’s COVID-19 Ministries
Music Ministry:
 The 2020/21 Ad Campaign for the First Music Concert Series has been tabled
until later this summer.
 The 2020/21 First Music Concert Series schedule is listed in the June
Newsletter. Concerts are scheduled to start in November, a month later than
normal
 Planning for Music at First has begun. Annual schedules for all choirs should
be ready by early July. There will be a delayed start to all choirs this coming
fall, to ensure we are on the cutting-edge of most recent information and studies
regarding gathering for rehearsals and worship participation.
 The Music Committee has delayed their annual planning retreat by one
month, to mid-July, to allow some extra time for everything to acclimate to the
latest re-opening guidelines.

First Church Business Networking: A registry of our members and friends’
businesses is being established. If you would like First Church to place your business
in the registry and post it on a bulletin board (or occasional Messenger), call or email
Sue Englander with your information and send us/drop off your card.
NOTE: While the church will post, we will not promote any one business or vet them.
Facemask Ministry: First Church has established a Facemask Ministry. If you are
in need of a facemask, please contact the church office to arrange for pick-up or
delivery of one (or more).
If you would like to make masks for our church parishioners and the greater
community, please email Diane Matthes.
To learn how to make facemasks follow this link to the CDC website for instructions.
Mobile Ministry: We have members and friends who must remain isolated because
of underlying vulnerabilities to COVID-19 or are in quarantine. They have a need for
groceries, medications, and connection. We have formed a network of persons who
are willing to shop and deliver necessary food, supplies, and medications. Rev. Ken
is coordinating this ministry. To join our team, please contact Rev. Ken at
kmcgarry@tfcucc.org. If you have need, or know someone in need, then inform Rev.
Ken.
Caring Connections:
Mid-week Devotion (Wednesday) - The Deacons will post a new devotional
message on our website and Facebook page each week.
Prayer Chain - The prayer chain remains up and running. Rev. Jami will provide
updates on a regular basis so we can be holding up one another and our
community before the Lord in prayer. Please direct your prayer concerns to
jboyle@tfcucc.org.
Recurring Zoom gatherings:
 Coffee with Clergy meets on Wednesdays at 2:00 PM.
 Water to Wine meets on Thursdays at 7:00 PM, led by Rev. Jami.
Contact the church office for the links and ID numbers for the Zoom meetings.
If you have attended one of these meetings previously, please use the same
link.
Study Group online:
 Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality meets every Sunday via Zoom from 1:002:00 PM through June 28. After each class, Rev. Jami will offer a 15-minute
guided meditation for those who are interested. Contact Jami for more
information.

Christian Education:
 Confirmation Sunday is being postponed to a date in the fall yet to be
determined.
 Confirmation 2021- An informational meeting for next year’s confirmation
class was held on June 7. All current eighth graders and their parents are
encouraged to contact Rev. Ken to learn all about the program, which will begin
in the fall.
 VBS is cancelled for this year. Please read about an alternative program
under “Church Happenings…” on the next page.
Pastoral Care: Your ministers are available 24/7 to talk and pray with you as need
arises. Our contact information is as follows:
 Rev. Andy: 978-844-2617 (mobile)
 Rev. Ken: 203-722-4901 (mobile)
 Rev. Jami: 603-325-0772 (mobile)
Worship with us online: Worship services are posted on our website, Facebook
and our YouTube Channel each Sunday at 6:00 AM. You may watch the services
at any time. A link to your bulletin is located in the description of the Worship Service
video on our website, and in the Worship Service description just under the Youtube
video.
Giving: Our financial giving remains crucial to maintain our ministry, to support the
spiritual health of the church family, and continue our Outreach to mission partners
in and around Nashua. Please mail in your offering or consider e-giving though our
website at https://tfcucc.org/give/.
Emergency Relief Fund: The First Church Family has established an Emergency
Relief Fund for our members, our mission partners and our ministries. Given the
needs that we see now and anticipate in the days and weeks to come due to sickness
and economic strain, we want to do our utmost to provide for the welfare and
wellbeing of the congregation and community. To this end, the monies will be placed
in an account to be distributed by our ministers with Prudential oversight. These
funds are in addition to the ready cash in The Ministers Discretionary Fund.
We are grateful that this fund has reached over $80,000. If you would like to donate,
please make a check payable to First Church Nashua, Memo: “Emergency Relief
Fund.” Also, you may go online to tfcucc.org/give. If you have a need, please reach
out to Revs. Andy or Ken who will handle all requests confidentially. In the meantime,
should you have any questions, please contact the office at 882-4861 or email Rev.
Andy or Rev. Ken.

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current
All church events are on hiatus until further notice. Our weekly email and phone
calls will pause until we have new information to share. Previous COVID-19 updates
will remain on the homepage of our website under “COVID-19 Updates” and in our
bulletins. You can also stay up to date with all of our news and event updates by following
us on Facebook. To ensure our updates are visible in your newsfeed, visit our Facebook
page and select "Following", scroll down and select "See First".
++++

Alternative to VBS - As many of you know, Vacation Bible School has been cancelled this
year. However, there is a FREE alternative! Horton Center at Home is the UCC
Conference’s answer to summer camping this year. You may remember that one of the
leaders, Tivvi Pare, was at church last year talking about HC. She and HC Director Tim
Hughes are very dynamic leaders and have a great camping experience planned for this
year. Below are some links to:
1. An Introduction to HC at Home AWESOME video
2. The Information Packet
Information Packet
3. Registration –FREE
register today online
Rev. Ken and Diane Matthes highly recommend you look into this great opportunity for
your children this summer. They have sessions for grades 3-12. Please let us know if you
have any questions.
You may also contact Tim Hughes with any questions at: thughes@nhucc.org or 603-5459660.
++++

NSKS Backpack Program for 2020 - The Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter is collecting
backpacks again this summer. Due to the coronavirus, instead of buying the supplies
yourself, we ask that you donate whatever you would have spent for supplies, to the church.
This will reduce the number of people going into stores and then picking up or dropping off
backpacks at the church. Jocelyn Henning will buy the supplies in bulk and the Outreach
Committee will responsibly put the backpacks together on August 3.
Please send in a check for whatever amount you wish to the church by July 17 th. Be sure
to write “NSKS Backpack Program” in the memo line. We hope to fill over 50 backpacks
at a cost of about $2000. Many thanks to MaryBeth and Joe Glajch who have donated all
the backpacks this year.
If you have any questions, contact Jocelyn or the church office.
Thank you for supporting kids who have been so impacted by the pandemic this year.

Bagged Lunches for the Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter - The soup kitchen
continues to receive bagged lunches. No need to sign up to participate, just make and
drop off when you can. You decide how many lunches to make. Do NOT make a special
trip to the grocery store for lunch items. Pick up the items next time you shop for your
family.
Here's info on what is needed for lunches:
1. Sandwich (ham, turkey, roast beef, egg salad, ham salad, etc.) NO condiments needed.
**Label bag indicating the type of sandwich
**NO lettuce, tomatoes, onions, pickles --sandwiches do not hold up well with these
items.
2. A "side" item (chips/granola bar)
3. Piece of fruit
4. No beverages - soup kitchen provides
**Drop off at NSKS at 2 Quincy St in Nashua (pull into the parking lot and ring the doorbell
near the loading dock and leave the lunches next to the door).
Financial donations are always greatly appreciated: https://nsks.org/make-a-donation/
Donations of non-perishable items to NSKS are also needed: Beans, Pasta, Rice, Canned
food, especially fruits.
Thank you for your continued support feeding our community.
++++

The Beauty of Flowers in Our Worship Service - Whether we gather in person or online,
a flower arrangement always looks lovely in the pulpit. If you would like to honor God and
remember a loved one or mark a special occasion with a gift of flowers, please call the
church office. Purchase flower arrangements from your favorite florist or create them from
flowers you have purchased or grown.
++++

Holiday Fair Offers Many Opportunities to Serve - The Holiday Fair is still on, as of this
point in time. The committee is working on craft items at home and they want to know what
types of items you might like to buy so they can prepare accordingly. They also are asking
folks to work at home making crafts.
Longtime bake table co-chairs, Beth Bartlett and Carol Decker, will organize the bake sale
for the last time this year. They are looking for someone to shadow them to learn the
routine for future fairs.
Jocelyn Henning is looking for someone to work with her to lead the fair next year. Please
contact Jocelyn with any suggestions or questions about all of the above information.

Summer Music Schedule
Each summer, while the music ministry ensembles are on summer break, members
of The First Church and the outside community bring their music offerings to our
summer worship service.
The following individuals and ensembles will enhance our services during the
2020 summer season…

June 7
STAFF SINGER QUARTET
Larry Ballard
Nick DeFrancesco
Elena DeStasio Stabile
Janet Poisson
June 14
Joseph R. Olefirowicz, baritone
June 21
MEN’S QUARTET
Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans
Joseph R. Olefirowicz
Craig Plummer
Eric Ruthenberg
June 28
Rev. Ken McGarry,
baritone & guitar
July 5
SUMMER CHOIR
July 12
Catherine Condi, soprano

July 19
Craig Plummer, tenor
July 26
Zoe Ostermiller, piano
August 2
SUMMER CHOIR
August 9
Nicole Plummer,
mezzo soprano
August 16
Susan Cobb, soprano
August 23
HANDBELL TRIO
Dale Neth
Rhonda O’Keefe
Pam Sturdevant
August 30
Nick DeFrancesco, tenor
September 6
Mark A. Cleveland, bass

Scholarship Fund
The First Church Scholarship Committee is proud of all of the seniors who were
honored last week and they were pleased to award scholarships to the deserving
recipients for their extensive service to the First Church community.
The Scholarship Committee would like to take this opportunity to make all members
and friends of First Church aware of the scholarship fund. Donations of any amount
made at any time are greatly appreciated and help the fund to grow allowing the church
to offer more and larger scholarship awards. Please consider making a donation to
the scholarship fund this season. Donations can be made in honor of or in memory of
someone special to you or simply in celebration of this ministry of First Church. Fill
out the form below, note “Scholarship Fund” in the memo line on your check and mail
the form and the check to the church office. Thank you!
**If you are interested in making a larger donation to fund either a one-time or annual
scholarship, please contact Dianne Smigliani.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Donation to the Scholarship Fund
Name:

My donation is being made in honor of _____________________________________

My donation is being made in memory of ___________________________________

THE FIRST CHURCH
STAFF
Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org
Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org
Coordinator of Christian Education, Diane E. Matthes, dmatthes@tfcucc.org
Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org
Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org
Sexton, Bruce Lund
Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans

WELCOME
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who
are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill
out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or
hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in
Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church
please seek out the individuals wearing colored nametags; they are members of the various boards and
committees.

INFORMATION
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day
Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the
tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United
Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and
seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the
church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the
first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely
by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.

PASTORAL CARE
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow,
and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized.
COMMUNICATIONS
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that
we may keep our records current.
All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for
the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.
All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary.

THE FIRST CHURCH
NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861
Office Hours: Closed until further notice.
Visit our web site at tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook

