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First Church Messenger 
First Church was gathered in 1685 August 2020 

 
 
Friends,  
 

One of the great Biblical stories that 
speaks an eternal truth is the story of 
Moses leading his people to the Jordan 
River. He led them there, but Joshua 
will take them to the other side. From 
that moment on, biblically and other-
wise, crossing a river is a metaphor for 
transformation and new beginnings. First Church, you might say, has had 
many river crossings with Pandemic, Diane Matthes’ retirement and now 
Rev. Ken’s impending transition to First Church Stoneham. As unsettling as 
this is, I’m confident that God’s deepening our faith through all the surprises.  
 

This reminds me of a story my pastor shared with my home church on the 
verge of his retirement: 
Two men floated down a river on a raft. Their small tent was nailed to thick 
planks on the floor of the raft. During the day, the men fished…read a book 
or punted down the river with their long poles, enjoying the sun and scenery 
on that lazy river. Toward evening, they headed for shore and cooked the 
days catch over an open fire. At night fall, they firmly tied their raft to a tree 
on the water’s edge, crawled into their tent; zipped up their sleeping bags; the 
gentle bobbing of the rivers current helped rock them to sleep.  
 

One night, the rope came loose and slipped from the tree. The two men, 
sound asleep, had no idea the raft was floating out into the middle of the river
---miles and miles from where it had been tied. In the morning, the first man 
out of his sleeping bag crawled out of the tent, rubbed his eyes, and looked 
around. His eyes widened with surprise: “Look, look he said to his friend, 
We’re not here anymore!” 
 

“We’re not here anymore.” That’s an odd way to put it, but so apt a descrip-
tion. The world, like a river, keeps moving us along then catches us by sur-
prise. We are carried by life forces around us and within us. We think we 
know where we are. Then things change. Just like the Israelites on the other 
side of the Jordan who will no longer be led by Moses.  We like to think that 
we have life tied up securely---like those men on the raft thought that they 
were secure, but ropes have a way of slipping and we may find ourselves 
where we thought we’d never be. Things change. 
 

The one constant is provided for us through our faith. As the author declares: 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” (Heb. 13:8). I an-
ticipate more upheaval and uncertainty in the days and months to come that 
will move us to exclaim, “we’re not here anymore.” Think of it as one more 
river cross, one more moment when God can provide for us as persons, fami-
lies and a Congregation. As just one example, look further to the article enti-
tled “Big News” and I rest my case.  
 

Grace and Peace,  
Rev. Andy  

Big News!  
 

New Director of Christian 
Formation named 
 

I’m pleased to announce that God 
has led the search team for a new 
Director of Christian Formation to 
LeeAnne Steenhoek.  LeeAnne 
was a career teacher having taught 
Spanish and English at Amherst 
Middle School grades 5-8 and also 
served as Director of Youth and 
Family Ministry for Lyme Con-
gregational Church and Mont 
Vernon Congregational Church, 
UCC.  She comes to us with high 
praise from the likes of Pat Harris 
and Rev. Rob Grabill with whom 
LeeAnne served as Co-Dean at 
The Horton Center for the New 
Things Camp. It was obvious to 
me and committee members that 
LeeAnne has the experience and 
skills along with the enthusiasm 
and compassion to lead our educa-
tional ministry forward.  
 

Her first day with us will be on 
August 3.  LeeAnne lives in Mt. 
Vernon, NH and excited that her 
family will be with her to share 
faith with us at First Church. She 
will provide much more texture 
and many personal stories to help 
us know her all the more in Au-
gust. In the meantime, please keep 
her in your prayers as her heart is 
filled with gratitude for this call-
ing and a strong desire to make a 
difference for our children and 
youth.   
 

An excerpt from LeeAnne’s re-
sume: 
I integrate learning across the cur-
riculum teaching and building 
skills through poetry and prose, 
fiction and nonfiction.  I use mu-
sic, art and movement to build 
understanding and integrate as 
many senses as is reasonable to  
               (Continued on page 2 –LeeAnne) 

https://tfcucc.org/
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All church groups are on hiatus 
until further notice. 
 

Hospitalizations - If you or  a fami-
ly member is hospitalized, please 
contact the church office. 
 

Visit our website at 
www.tfcucc.org to view all the ac-
tivities and events going on at First 
Church.  If you would like to receive 
notification that the newsletter has 
been posted, sign up at the bottom of 
the “newsletter” page.  If you wish to 
go paperless, please notify Sue 
Englander to have your name re-
moved from the mailing list.   
Also on the website, you may sign up 
for the First Church e-News, to help 
keep you up-to-date on sermon top-
ics, events and activities. Contact 
Dianne Smigliani with any questions. 
Find us on Facebook at:  
https://www.facebook.com/tfc 

 

 

 

 

August 2020 
 08/02 Beth Bartlett 
 08/04 Linda Lemaire 
 08/11 John Bartlett 
 08/12 Robie Denner 
 08/16 Fred Jean 
 08/20 Karen Stewart 
 08/22 Dan Holden 
 08/23 Carol Decker 
 08/23 Tom O’Hare 
 08/23 Mirian Warwick 
 08/26 Phillip Smalley 
 08/27 Donna Skinner 
 08/31 Dennis Webster 

 

 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR THE 
NEWSETTER IS THE SECOND 

MONDAY OF THE MONTH.  
 

The September deadline is Mon-
day, August 10. Please send arti-
cles to Sue Englander. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sympathy is extended to:  
The family of Addie Warner who 
died on May 23; Deb Hoyt on the 
death of her step-father, Arthur 
Hanlon, on May 30; the family of 
Jim Dawson, who died on May 30; 
the Daniels’ Family - John, Fred and 
Mark - on the death of their daughter 
and sister, Melinda, on June 29; the 
family of Charles Johnson who died 
on July 9; Priscilla Saratora and 
family on the death of her husband, 
Bob, who died on July 16; Gerard 
Labonte and family on the death of 
Sandy Labonte, on July 18. 

Face Mask Ministry 
I would like to give a big thank you 
to all of the sewers who were and 
are busy making face masks for the 
congregation and the wider commu-
nity.  
 

To date we re-
ceived over 400 
masks!  They are 
greatly appreciat-
ed and have been 
put to good use. 
 

If you , or someone you know, are 
in need of a mask, we have many 
different styles and sizes. Feel free 
to pick up one or two. 
 

Keep up the good work! 
 

Thank you, 

Diane Matthes 

(LeeAnne– continued from page 1) 
 

make connections between subjects 
and self.  Each teacher, staff mem-
ber, baby and child will know that I 
care for them and that I love the sub-
ject matter.  I teach teachers how to 
partner with parents and students 
and share the joy of God’s Word and 
God’s World.  Middle School teach-
ing gives me experience working 
with the full spectrum of personali-
ties and behaviors that season hu-
manity.  Ministry as Worship Dea-
con and Christian Education Direc-
tor give me experience hiring staff 
and managing budgets and curricu-
lum.  Godly Play training has taught 
me to teach learners to put them-
selves in the story, to think about 
what could be removed and it would 
still be a story and to respond 
through art, acting, retelling and lots 
of questions! 

 

The Beauty of Flowers in Our Worship Service 
 

Whether we gather in person or online, a fresh 
flower arrangement always looks lovely in the 
pulpit. If you would like to honor God and  
remember a loved one or mark a special  
occasion with a gift of  flowers, please call the 
church office.   
 

Purchase flower arrangements from your  
favorite florist or create them from flowers you 
have purchased or grown.   

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=newsletter%20deadline&entry_date=1%2F1%2F0001&image_type=cl
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COVID –19 Update 
 
 
Dear Members and Friends of The First Church, 
 

Your Ministry Team, in collaboration with the Safe Church Team have the following developments to share with you 
for the month of August: 
 

 

Office and Building use 
 Church Office will remain CLOSED for the month of August (available on phone) 

 The First Church remains CLOSED to all outside group use for the month of August 
In-Church small group use of the dining room available only through the church office. 

 

We will transition to TWO worship formats on Sundays starting August 2, 2020. 
 8:00AM – Outdoor Worship in the Courtyard    (new time) 

 9:00AM – Indoor Worship in the Sanctuary and online 

There will be set one-way entries and exits available for  Indoor  worship as follows:  

 ENTRY: Nor th side only, using either  the double wooden doors off the parking lot, or  the Courtyard en-
trance (where elevator use is available) 

EXIT: Post-worship, we will exit the sanctuary only through the (nearest) three sets of doors immediately off the Sanc-
tuary. – No exit crossing through Fellowship Hall or the link, with the exception those that need the elevator. 

MASKS MUST BE WORN AT ALL TIMES INSIDE THE BUILDING. This is a prerequisite for  attendance. 
Social distancing practices are expected of the attendees for indoor worship. 

We will be working at <20% capacity indoors for the month of August. 

 UNDER BALCONY seating will only be available for  Ushers and Deacons 

 SANCTUARY seating has every second pew row blocked off 

 SEATING will be available in groups of 2, 3, or  4 people. (Singles welcome!) 

 The BALCONY is closed for the month of August 

 Center sections of longer pews are blocked off to encourage distancing. 

 USHERS or DEACONS may assign a pew section for  seating upon entry 

 The ENTRY OFF THE COAT ROOM to the Sanctuary is the only available entrance indoors 

Please be aware there is NO CHILDCARE or children’s activities available in August.  

The First Church Incremental approach to Enhanced Safety includes:  

 Hand-sanitizer stations at the back of the Sanctuary as you enter 

 A “touchless” approach to providing your worship aids for indoor service 

 All bulletins on tables at the back, which will include hymns and the worship service 

 Baskets to receive your financial gifts to the church 

 Baskets to take Communion packs (first Sunday of the month) 

 Blocking off pew rows in front of the Chancel where some singing may occur from Soloists or Staff Singers; they 
will be unmasked while singing, but masked otherwise. 

 A negative-airflow concept with cross-ventilation drawing air from the Concord St. West side entry door (closed 
entry access; exit only) and out through the Tower entry area into the Link. (Such increased air-exchange is encouraged 
by the CDC) 

 For now, congregational hymns are to be hummed with masks on 

 Spoken parts of worship are pared down in length, also to be offered with masks on. 

 Ushers and Deacons seated away from the main assembly 

 Ministers and Church Music participants also in the Chancel or designated corner areas. 

A set dismissal for indoor worship attendees, from back to front, to the nearest door  

                              (Continued on page 4) 
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(Continued from page 3) 

OUR ONLINE SERVICES ARE GOING LIVE 

As of Sunday, August 2, our services will transition from a pre-taped format to a “Live Stream” – What does this 
mean?  

Worship may be watched LIVE online at tfcucc.org, Sundays at 9AM 

 A recording of the indoor service will be available weekly, from Monday onward. 

 If you attend worship services, a camera shot may scan over you in the pews, but we are working on camera angles 
which concentrate mostly on tight shots of the Pulpit, Chancel and corner music offering area. 

 The NE Corner area, (music) when used (Fellowship Hall door pew section, and the next pew section in) may have 
congregation regularly in camera shots. 

In August, previous services will be broadcast Sundays on WSMN-Radio, with an eye towards a live Sunday broadcast 
worship format on radio, come September. 

Blessings to you all, 
The Ministers and Staff of The First Church  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Concert Series Marriage 
 
With Covid-19 hitting small businesses particularly hard in the past months, strong consideration was given to “what 
to do” with the annual Ad Campaign raising funds for print materials for the First Music Concert Series. 
 

After input from the Music Committee, we are pleased to announce that we are planning a hybrid fundraising cam-
paign this season, where we will merge the known Ad Campaign with the newer concept of “Friends of First Music” 
 

Our plan is to continue to offer a full color outside hard cover to our concert programs, but the plan is to eliminate the 
multiple pages of ads within the Season booklet, reserving space only for the community and professional arts organi-
zations which exchange full page ad space annually with the Series. 
 

Last year’s interior ad sponsors will be contacted personally to become “Friends of First Music.” Their business or 
personal name would still be in the main body of the Season booklet, but will eliminate the very arduous ad copy, 
sales and other concepts which have become a little cumbersome over the years. Printing costs as a result, are also 
greatly reduced! 
 

The plan is to have a sleeker interior insert which we would produce ourselves onsite for each concert program, listing 
all of our “Friends of First Music” as well, whose campaign would now be a single fundraiser in the Fall season 
(prior to Stewarsdhip) and would cover both the artist costs and the printing costs for a concert season! 
 

Our full-color outside cover sponsors will have first refusal to renew that continued support, but otherwise, expect to 
hear from Committee Members and your own “Artistic Director” starting in September, to renew “Friends” support 
for the Concert Series! 
 

We hope all our generous donors and sponsors will continue to support this Bringing the Joy of Music to the Gate 
City, whose season is planned to start in November this year and will happen whether in person on in live stream for-
mat for each concert date! 
 

Want to become a “Friend of First Music?” – ask us how! 

http://tfcucc.org
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Holiday Fair to Offer Website Presales 
 

The First Church Holiday Fair is a yearly event that supports the Pastors Dis-
cretionary Fund. 
 

Crafters are busy at home making items for the fall craft fair. As a preview of 
the fair, you can purchase summer silk floral arrangements.  Click on the fol-
lowing link, https://tfcucc.org/craft-fair-presales-flower-arrangement-sales-
2020/ to see the beautiful arrangements in many bright and bold colors and the 
prices. 
 

                                                                          Below is just one example. 
If you wish to purchase an arrangement, 
please check with the church office to 
confirm whether your desired arrange-
ment is still available. Then, send a 
check with the exact amount and write 
“floral arrangement” in the memo line. 
Once the check is received, the office 
will contact you and to arrange to pick 
up your arrangement. You may also 
visit the office with cash but be sure to 
call ahead. 
 

Your support of the craft fair, however it may occur, is appreciated! 
 

If you wish to make crafts for the fair, contact Jocelyn Henning for more infor-
mation.  The next craft session will be held on Wednesday, August 19 at 4:00 
PM in the dining room.  

As I leave the CE office for the last 
time as Coordinator of Christian Ed-
ucation, I reflect back on all of the 
families that have been served by 
First Church’s CE program. Seeing 
parents who started out in the nurse-
ry themselves many years ago bring-
ing their children in to register for 
Sunday School, I see just how much 
of an impact our work in the Chris-
tian Education program and the 
church itself have had on so many 
families.  
 

I want to thank everyone at First 
Church, from the staff to the congre-
gation, for all of the love and sup-
port they have given me over the 
years. I would especially like to 
thank Pat Harris for her mentoring, 
support and encouragement in pre-
paring me to take the reins when she 
retired. If it were not for working 
with her for so many years, I would 
not have been equipped to manage 
these past 5 years.  
 

The church knew many years ago 
that the children of First Church 
were its future and that they needed 
to be a priority. I have no doubt that 
the church will find the right person 
to continue to do that. 
 

I look forward to sitting in the wor-
ship service and watching the chil-
dren as they process with Heifer 
cans; bring food for the hungry; pre-
sent the Christmas pageant; receive 
their bibles; be confirmed; be hon-
ored as graduating seniors and so 
many other special events. 
  

It has been an honor and a privilege 
to work and serve First Church-I 
thank you all so very much for all 
that you have given me. 
 

With love and gratitude, 

Diane 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! 

In a cooperative venture, the Deacons and Christian Education celebrated the 
2020 graduates. Lawn signs were delivered to the 2020 graduates letting them 
know that their First Church family loves them and are proud of their accom-
plishments.  

                              

https://tfcucc.org/craft-fair-presales-flower-arrangement-sales-2020/
https://tfcucc.org/craft-fair-presales-flower-arrangement-sales-2020/
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Lights, Camera, Action! 
 

Beginning Sunday, August 2, the 
newly formed First Church AV 
Team will begin live streaming our 
9:00 AM church service each Sun-
day.  The livestream link will be 
published on our website, Facebook 
and in an 
email sent 
prior to the 
August 2nd 
worship ser-
vice.   
 

The church 
has been re-
cording the 
services each 
week (thanks 
Rev. Ken and team!) and making 
them available on Sundays for you 
to watch.  Since we are now  
livestreaming, we will no longer pre-
record our services.  Beginning Au-
gust 2 the service will be livestream.  
That means you can either watch it 
live on Sunday mornings at 9:00 
AM or view the recording which 
will be posted on our Website and 
our YouTube channel on the follow-
ing Monday.  
 

Remember, this will be live.  For 
those of you attending the actual 
service on Sundays from August 2 at 
9:00 AM and going forward, there 
will be a “no video” area to sit if you 
do not want to be on camera.  We 
will also post signs that we are vide-
oing around the church and it will be 
announced from the pulpit. 
 

If you would like to help with run-
ning cameras or learning how to live 
stream video OR have experience 
doing this work, please reach out to 
Lee Hauenstein. 

A Note from the  
Treasurer 

 

During these difficult times when we 
have not been able to meet as a 
church, we have to be flexible for 
our giving and support of First 
Church.  Fortunately, we have been 
able to secure some outside funds to 
help us through these times.  In addi-
tion, many of our members and 
friends have moved to either online 
giving, automatic donations through 
bank drafts, or have been sending 
checks directly to the church to keep 
up their pledges.  The combination 
of all of these has allowed the church 
not only to continue to operate, but 
to expand our ministries through 
multiple online and virtual means.  
 

As you will see in the following arti-
cle, we will be live streaming in the 

Tower Restoration 
 Project 

A subcommittee of Property Man-
agement is in the planning stages for 
a restoration project for the First 
Church Tower.  This restoration is 
part of the 30-year capital plan for 
the church which was created in 
2018.  The Tower need some signifi-
cant work, both inside and outside, 
as well as some work on the bells 
and clappers located at the top of the 
tower. These bells were gifted to the 
church by  Mary Park Nutt in 1894 
after 10 of them had been used in the 
1893 Chicago World’s Exposition; 
an additional five bells were cast and 
added to them prior to their location 
in the tower. 
As part of the planning for this pro-
ject, the committee enlisted the use 
of Ryan Bell of Eve Telesports to 
photograph the outside of the church 
building using a drone flying over 
the church and grounds.  This work 
required special permission from the 
FAA, since the church is in the air-
space of the Nashua Airport; once 
received, however, Ryan was able to 
capture over 200 pictures of the 
church.  Perhaps the most spectacu-
lar in the one shown below taken 
from north of First Church looking 
down Main Street in Nashua. 
 

The church is looking for outside 
grants to help pay for some of this 

restoration.  As part of the grant pro-
cess (since the church is located in 
the Nashville Historical District) a 
120 page report has been prepared 
by an external historical preserva-
tion company, which includes many 
descriptions, diagrams, and photos 
of the church dating back to the ear-
ly 1890s.  Once we are safe to come 
back together, we plan to share these 
results more broadly with the con-
gregation. 

near future and having our church 
broadcast on the new WSMN FM 
95.3 radio station live at 10:00 AM  
each Sunday. 
 

If you would like to find out more 
about direct or online giving, please 
contact Dianne Smigliani in the 
church office.  Thank you all for 
your continued support of First 
Church and its ministries. 



 Notes from the Chancel                                                                 
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Music Committee 
 Summer Retreat 

 
In mid-July, the 
Music Commit-
tee spent several 
hours on a Satur-
day morning and 
afternoon, discussing and planning 
for the coming 2020-2021 season of 
our music ministry, Music at First. 
 

Reports were made about choirs at 
all age levels, concepts around the 
First Music Concert Series planning, 
and other matters pertaining to the 
worship life of our church. 
 

The socially-distanced meeting took 
place in our dining room, with each 
attendee sitting at their own banquet 
table! A boxed lunch was provided 
and it was wonderful to see the 
Board “in person” for a productive 
day serving the church! 

Summer Music  
Schedule 

Our Music Ministry has continued 
to be active through the summer 
months, and hopefully our varied 
weekly offerings in Online worship 
services have been cherished by 
many! 
 

We are excited to return to “live” 
worship in the month of August, and 
as well look forward to bringing you 
a varied roster of: 
 

Summer Choir 
 

Nicole Plummer, 
mezzo soprano 

 

Susan Cobb, soprano 
 

Handbell Trio 
Dale Neth, Rhonda O’Keefe & Pam 

Sturdevant 
 

Brian Landry, tenor 

Adult Vocal Choirs  
During COVID-19 

 

Many different reports have 
emerged in these months, regarding 
choral activities at the academic, 
civic, and professional levels. 
 

Although certain larger cities in Eu-
rope have resumed activities for pro-
fessional choirs, with distancing 
measures in place, emerging studies 
are not yet unified about the safety 
surrounding choral activities in re-
hearsal and performance. 
 

Studies have emerged from May 
onward, but with wildly different 
results, including recommendations 
of anywhere from 3 feet to 18 (!) 
feet between choral rows. And var-
ied recommendations between sing-
ers of 3 to 7 feet. An 18-foot row 
distance would essentially allow 12 
singers across both sides of the 
church balcony back row with no 
one else up there (!!) This of course, 
is not feasible. 
 

With this in mind, upon recommen-
dation from your Minister of Music, 
the Music Committee voted to sus-
pend all adult choral activity to 
the volunteer membership for the 
period of September 2020 through 
January 2021. So what we call our  
“first semester” in music planning, 
will be “off” for the Chancel Choir, 
First Folk and First Chamber. 
 

The Staff Singer Quartet, who have 
helped us maintain a distanced cho-
ral presence in our worship services 
from March onward, will continue to 
serve in that capacity, primarily tak-
ing on the repertory planned for the 
Chancel Choir and First Folk. 
 

The decision did not come easily, 
but we strongly believe it is the saf-
est way to move forward for the 
membership, and as well allow the 
Ministry to plan its usual academic 
year of music planning, which takes 
place in the Summer. 
 

The hope is to resume rehearsal ac-
tivities in January 2021, with an eye 
towards welcoming back our adult 
vocal choirs in worship, starting 

again in February 2021.  
 

By then, we hope clearer guidelines 
and suggested practices are in place 
for choral singing.  

Decibells this Fall 
 

In current planning, our adult bell 
choir, Decibells, is still on the roster 
starting rehearsals in late September. 
 

Considerations are being made for 
creative planning for rehearsals and 
playing, if distancing measures 
would not foresee a “standard” play-
ing formation.  
 

There may be some planning needed 
to not “share bells” in a piece and 
possibly the use of individual music 
stands. More on that closer to the 
start of the season! 

Children’s and Youth 
Choirs During COVID-19 
 

Children’s and Youth Choirs are still 
foreseen to resume in the fall period, 
but will be dependent on the Nashua 
School System’s classroom guide-
lines that are yet to be determined 
for the fall. 
 

These ensembles are all small 
enough (under 10 kids per ensem-
ble) to ensure good distancing in 
both rehearsal and worship. We will 
keep an eye on developments pre-
sented by Nashua Schools, which is 
the litmus for how our children’s 
programs will continue (or adapt) in 
the fall. 
 

A planned delayed start for all en-
sembles (Chapel Chimers, Joyful 
Noise and a hopeful return of the 
Gr. 4-8 bell choir Jubellation) is on 
the roster, and will continue to be 
evaluated as the approach of the 
school year begins. 
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Center for Physical Therapy and Exercise 
522 Amherst Street  Nashua, NH 03063 

www.cpte.net   
(603) 880-0448 

 

“Move Better, Feel Better, Function Better” 
 

Additional locations in Hudson (142 Lowell Rd), Merri-
mack (416 DW Highway), and Manchester (20 South 
Main) 
Services: Physical therapy, pool therapy, sports rehab, 
home care.  We take most insurances and are Medicare 
and Medicaid certified. 

SBuck Home Repair 
Steve Buck 

Cell: 603-620-1481 
fourbuckies@comcast.net 

 
Specializing in home repair, indoor/outdoor paint-
ing, power washing, flooring installation, yardwork 
and lawn mowing and more.  

Smith-Weiss Kitchens 
Contact: 603-345-5053 

Email: don@smith-weisskitchens.com 
Website: Smith-WeissKitchens.com 

 
Services: Design & installation of kitchens and 
other cabinetry; remodeling; design; consulting 
Professional experience: 43 years 

 

http://www.cpte.net
mailto:fourbuckies@comcast.net
mailto:don@smith-weisskitchens.com
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TWO worship services on Sundays 
starting August 2, 2020. 

 

                8:00 AM (new time) 
Outdoor Worship in the Courtyard    

 
 

9:00 AM 
 Indoor Worship in the Sanctuary 

 and online 
 

See pages 3-4 for all of the details. 

Office and Building use 
 

The Church Office will remain CLOSED for the 
month of August (available on phone). 

 
The First Church remains CLOSED to all outside 
group use for the month of August. 

 
In-Church small group use of the dining room is 
available only through the church office. 

https://tfcucc.org/

