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“No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”

MORNING WORSHIP
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 12, 2020

APPROACH TO GOD
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship.

MEDITATION
“For me, the opposite of scarcity is not abundance.
It's enough. I'm enough. My kids are enough.”
PRELUDE

Sunday Morning

Brene Brown
M. F. Lawrence
(+1958)

CALL TO WORSHIP
(based on Psalm 65)
Leader: Come and worship, everyone on earth, everywhere the sun shines,
People: Let’s praise God together!
Leader: Our Lord listens when we call; answers our prayers; forgives our sins
and mistakes, and provides for what we need:
People: Let’s praise God together!
Leader: Come and worship, everyone on earth, everywhere the sun shines,
People: Let’s praise God together!

*HYMN #400

Come Thou Font of Every Blessing

Source: The United Methodist Hymnal CCLI#3034682

NETTLETON

*OPENING PRAYER
Creator of heaven and earth, we praise You with Jesus Your Son for revealing
to us how much You love us. Humble our hearts and make us receptive to the
Good News of Your kingdom, for You show Yourself to all those who are aware
of their poverty. Then, fill our poverty with Your power and with the trust that
You love us. Let Your peace and rest dwell in us even in the struggles of life
as we aim to follow Jesus. We ask You this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
GREETINGS
CHILDRENS MESSAGE
PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Isaiah 55:10-13
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until
they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the
sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it
shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and
succeed in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out in joy, and be led back
in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the
trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the
cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for
a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole
crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen!
A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the
birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not
have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But
when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered
away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” “Hear then the parable of the
sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the
evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown
on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the
word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures
only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that
person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one

who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word,
and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL RESPONSE

Thanks Be to Thee

T. Tallis
(1505 – 1585)

The Lord’s Prayer

SOLO

A. H. Malotte

CATHERINE KONDI, soprano

“More Than Enough”

SERMON

(1895 – 1964)

Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD
CENTERING PRAYER
O God, the Three in One, you draw us into your community of love with people
across the ages and around the world. By the same Spirit that binds us together
speak to us in our prayers to deepen our hope, increase our wisdom and
strengthen our resolve to trust and follow you; through Christ our Savior. Amen.
PRAYER CONCERNS
SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY

Alleluia
from “Exsultate Jubilate”

W. A. Mozart
- K 165

*DOXOLOGY #515

(1756 – 1791)
OLD HUNDRETH L.M.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
Gracious God, your Word has taken root in our hearts as evidenced by our gifts.
We pray that your Spirit multiply them to further your work in the world for the
good of all your children everywhere. Amen.

*HYMN #12

From All That Dwell Below the Skies

LASSET UNS ERFREUEN
[Grab your reader’s
attention with a great
quote from the document
or use this space to
emphasize a key point. To
place this text box
anywhere on the page, just
drag it.]

Source: Pilgrim Hymnal CCLI#3034682

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

The Glory Way

M. Isabelle Ritter
(20th century)

Cover Art: Starlight Sower by Hai Knafo, 2011. Dedicated by the artist to the public domain via
Creative Commons CC0.

Sunday Morning Courtyard Worship
One service at 8:30 AM, weather permitting,
throughout the month of July.

Sunday Online Worship Services
Services are posted each Sunday morning on our
website at tfcucc.org under “Worship Online”.
You can also view our services from
our Facebook page and Youtube Channel.

Church Office
The church buildings and office remain closed.
Our staff office hours are Monday through Friday,
9:00 AM-Noon & 12:30-3:00 PM and remain available for
phone calls during that time at (603)882-4861.

Church Building Use
The First Church groups and committees may book space for meetings and
small gatherings with social distancing and safety measures (masks) in place.
Please contact Sue Englander in the church office, (603) 882-4861
or senglander@tfcucc.org for any questions, or to reserve your space.
The Church Buildings will remain closed to outside groups.
We continue to take this month-by-month and hope these
developments are welcome news to all our members and friends!

First Church’s COVID-19 Updates and Ministries
Caring Connections:
Mid-week Devotion (Wednesday) - The Deacons will post a new devotional message
on our website and Facebook page each week.
Prayer Chain - The prayer chain remains up and running. Rev. Jami will provide
updates on a regular basis so we can be holding up one another and our community
before the Lord in prayer. Please direct your prayer concerns to jboyle@tfcucc.org.
Christian Education:
 Confirmation Sunday is scheduled for September 20.
 Confirmation 2021 - All current eighth graders and their parents are encouraged to
contact Rev. Ken to learn all about the program, which will begin in the fall.
 Horton Center at Home is the UCC Conference’s answer to summer camping this
year. You may remember that one of the leaders, Tivvi Pare, was at church last year
talking about HC. She and HC Director Tim Hughes are very dynamic leaders and
have a great camping experience planned for this year. Below are some links to:
An Introduction to HC at Home
AWESOME video
The Information Packet
Information Packet
Registration –FREE
register today online
Rev. Ken and Diane Matthes highly recommend you look into this great opportunity for
your children this summer. They have sessions for grades 3-12. Please let us know if you
have any questions. You may also contact Tim Hughes with any questions at:
thughes@nhucc.org or 603-545-9660.
Emergency Relief Fund: The First Church Family has established an Emergency Relief
Fund for our members, our mission partners and our ministries. Given the needs that we
see now and anticipate in the days and weeks to come due to sickness and economic
strain, we want to do our utmost to provide for the welfare and wellbeing of the congregation
and community. To this end, the monies will be placed in an account to be distributed by
our ministers with Prudential oversight. These funds are in addition to the ready cash in
The Ministers Discretionary Fund.
The Emergency Appeal is approaching $90K (we’ve distributed more than $10K thus far
and are anticipating greater need once benefits end and the full effects of unemployment
set in). If you would like to donate, please make a check payable to First Church Nashua,
Memo: “Emergency Relief Fund.” Also, you may go online to tfcucc.org/give. If you have
a need, please reach out to Revs. Andy or Ken who will handle all requests confidentially.
In the meantime, should you have any questions, please contact the office at 882-4861 or
email Rev. Andy or Rev. Ken.

Facemask Ministry: First Church has established a Facemask Ministry. If you are in
need of a facemask, please contact the church office to arrange for pick-up or delivery of
one (or more).
If you would like to make masks for our church parishioners and the greater community,
please email Diane Matthes.
To learn how to make facemasks follow this link to the CDC website for instructions.
First Church Business Networking: A registry of our members and friends’ businesses
is being established. If you would like First Church to place your business in the registry
and post it on a bulletin board (or occasional Messenger), call or email Sue Englander with
your information and send us/drop off your card.
NOTE: While the church will post, we will not promote any one business or vet them.
Giving: Our financial giving remains crucial to maintain our ministry, to support the spiritual
health of the church family, and continue our Outreach to mission partners in and around
Nashua. Please mail in your offering or consider e-giving though our website at
https://tfcucc.org/give/.
Mobile Ministry: We have members and friends who must remain isolated because of
underlying vulnerabilities to COVID-19 or are in quarantine. They have a need for
groceries, medications, and connection. We have formed a network of persons who are
willing to shop and deliver necessary food, supplies, and medications. Rev. Ken is
coordinating this ministry.
To join our team, please contact Rev. Ken at
kmcgarry@tfcucc.org. If you have need, or know someone in need, then inform Rev. Ken.
Music Ministry:
 The 2020/21 Ad Campaign for the First Music Concert Series has been tabled until
later this summer.
 The 2020/21 First Music Concert Series schedule is listed in the June Newsletter.
Concerts are scheduled to start in November, a month later than normal
 Planning for Music at First has begun. Annual schedules for all choirs are
completed. There will be a delayed start to all choirs this coming fall, to ensure we
are on the cutting-edge of most recent information and studies regarding gathering
for rehearsals and worship participation.
Pastoral Care: Your ministers are available 24/7 to talk and pray with you as need arises.
Our contact information is as follows:
 Rev. Andy: 978-844-2617 (mobile)
 Rev. Ken: 203-722-4901 (mobile)
 Rev. Jami: 603-325-0772 (mobile)
Zoom Gatherings: Coffee with Clergy, Water to Wine and WWS have ended for the
summer.

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current
All church events are on hiatus until further notice. We will update you as more
information becomes available to us. Updates are posted each week on the homepage
of our website under “COVID-19 Updates” and in our weekly email and bulletins. You can
also stay up to date with all of our news and event updates by following us on Facebook.
To ensure our updates are visible in your newsfeed, visit our Facebook page and select
"Following", scroll down and select "See First".
++++

The Craft group for the 2020 Fair will meet in a small group on Wednesday, July 15 at
4:00 PM in the dining room to make Frozen themed jewelry. All supplies will be provided.
If you would like to help, please call Jocelyn Henning and leave a message. The group will
also meet on August 19.
++++

NSKS 2020 Backpack Program - Outreach will be assembling backpacks for The Nashua
Soup Kitchen and Shelter’s backpack program in early August. If you wish to participate,
the committee is asking that you donate funds in place of supplies this year. Jocelyn
Henning will purchase all of the supplies with your monetary donations and the committee
will assemble the backpacks. Please send your checks by July 17 and be sure to write
NSKS Backpack Program in the memo line. The goal is to fill over 50 backpacks.
Thanks to MaryBeth and Joe Glajch who donated all the backpacks this year!
If you have any questions, contact Jocelyn or the church office. Thank you for supporting
kids who have been so impacted by the pandemic this year.
++++

The Beauty of Flowers in Our Worship Service - Whether we gather in person or online,
a flower arrangement always looks lovely in the pulpit. If you would like to honor God and
remember a loved one or mark a special occasion with a gift of flowers, please call the
church office. Purchase flower arrangements from your favorite florist or create them from
flowers you have purchased or grown.
++++

Bagged Lunches for the Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter - The soup kitchen
continues to receive bagged lunches. Here's information on what is needed for lunches:
1. Sandwich (ham, turkey, roast beef, egg salad, ham salad, etc.) NO condiments needed.
**Label bag indicating the type of sandwich
**NO lettuce, tomatoes, onions, pickles --sandwiches do not hold up well with these
items.
2. A "side" item (chips/granola bar)
3. Piece of fruit
4. No beverages - soup kitchen provides
**Drop off at NSKS at 2 Quincy St in Nashua (pull into the parking lot and ring the doorbell
near the loading dock and leave the lunches next to the door).
Financial donations are always greatly appreciated: https://nsks.org/make-a-donation/
Donations of non-perishable items to NSKS are also needed: Beans, Pasta, Rice, Canned
food, especially fruits.
Thank you for your continued support feeding our community.

2020 Summer Music Schedule
Each summer, while the music ministry ensembles are on summer break,
members of The First Church and the outside community bring their music
offerings to our summer worship service.
The following individuals and ensembles will enhance our services during
the summer season…

June 7
STAFF SINGER QUARTET
Larry Ballard
Nick DeFrancesco
Elena DeStasio Stabile
Janet Poisson

August 2
SUMMER CHOIR

June 14
Joseph R. Olefirowicz, baritone

August 16
Susan Cobb, soprano

June 21
MEN’S QUARTET
Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans
Joseph R. Olefirowicz
Craig Plummer
Eric Ruthenberg

August 23
HANDBELL TRIO
Dale Neth
Rhonda O’Keefe
Pam Sturdevant

June 28
Rev. Ken McGarry,
baritone & guitar
July 5
SUMMER CHOIR
July 12
Catherine Condi, soprano
July 19
Craig Plummer, tenor
July 26
Zoe Ostermiller, piano

August 9
Nicole Plummer,
mezzo soprano

August 30
Nick DeFrancesco, tenor
September 6
Mark A. Cleveland, bass

THE FIRST CHURCH
STAFF
Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org
Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org
Coordinator of Christian Education, Diane E. Matthes, dmatthes@tfcucc.org
Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org
Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org
Sexton, Bruce Lund
Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans

WELCOME
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who
are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill
out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or
hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in
Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church
please seek out the individuals wearing colored nametags; they are members of the various boards and
committees.

INFORMATION
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day
Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the
tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United
Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and
seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the
church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the
first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely
by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.

PASTORAL CARE
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow,
and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized.
COMMUNICATIONS
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that
we may keep our records current.
All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for
the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.
All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary.

THE FIRST CHURCH
NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861
Office Hours: Closed until further notice.
Visit our web site at tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook

