The First Church
Nashua, New Hampshire
Congregational – United Church of Christ

†
Gathered December 16, 1685
No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Morning Worship
Communion Sunday
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
August 2, 2020

9:00 AM

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand

APPROACH TO GOD
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship.

MEDITATION
A lot of what is most beautiful about the world arises from struggle.

PRELUDE

Prelude on ST. AGNES

Malcolm Gladwell

J. B. Dykes
(1823 – 1876)
arr. D. R. Johnson

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

*HYMN

Return to the Lord your God,
for God is gracious.
Confess to the Lord your God,
for God is merciful.
Repent to the Lord your God,
for God is slow to anger.
Praise the Lord your God,
for God abounds in steadfast love.
Worship the Lord your God.
And let us place our hope in Christ!

Prayer Is The Soul’s Sincere Desire

ST. AGNES

1. Prayer is the soul’s sin-cere de-sire,
Ut-tered or un-ex-pressed;
The mo-tion of a hid-den fire
That trem-bles in the breast.

3. Prayer is the con-trite sin-ner’s voice,
turn-ing from thought-less ways,
While an-gels in their songs re-joice
and cry, “Behold, one prays!”

2. Prayer is the sim-plest form of speech
that in-fant lips can try;
Prayer, the sub-lim-est stains that reach
The Maj-es-ty so nigh.

4. O Christ, by whom we come to God,
the Life, the Truth, the Way,
The path of prayer you too have trod:
Christ, Teach us how to pray.
CCLI#3034682 Source: New Century Hymnal

*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)
God of power and might, you sent prophets to your people, calling us back to your
covenant, and teaching us your ways. In the fullness of time, you sent us your Son
Jesus, teaching with such authority, that our eyes were opened to see your ways
anew. Open our hearts and minds, that we may understand and proclaim your
teachings for all to hear. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI #513
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, A-men, A-men.

GREETINGS
PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Genesis 32:22-31
The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven
children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the
stream, and likewise everything that he had.
Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man
saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and
Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go,
for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” So
he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then the man said, “You
shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with
humans, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.”
But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob
called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is
preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

Matthew 14:13-21
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the
towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for
them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said,
“This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that
they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They
need not go away; you give them something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing
here but five loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish,
he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and
they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those
who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.
Pastor:
This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

GRATIA TIBI

Thanks Be to Thee
SUMMER CHOIR

“No Struggle? No progress!”
RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD
PASTORAL PRAYER
SERMON

T. Tallis
(1505 – 1585)

Rev. Jami D. Boyle

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)
“The eyes of all look to you in hope; you give them their food as they need it.
When you open your hand, you satisfy the hunger and thirst of every living
thing.” Psalm 145:15-16
A time of silence for personal confession

KYRIE #545

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us

J. Merbecke
(1510 – 1585)

Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ have mercy upon us;
Lord, have mercy upon us.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Forgive us, gracious God by the mercies of Christ for those times your heart is
saddened by our selfishness; for those times we have no thought for others, no
cares but ours. Enable us to claim our Lord’s gift of grace gift from you and
work for the renewal of your creation. Amen.
OFFERTORY
Lætabitur Justus in Domino
G. Near
from Three Eucharistic Motets

Lætabitur Justus in Domino
Et sperabit in eo
Alleluia

(*1942)

The just shall rejoice in the Lord
and shall hope in Him
Alleluia

*THE DOXOLOGY #515

OLD HUNDRETH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
Inspire our ministry and mission that our means and ends be seamless and
sensible to those who know or hunger for Word. We pray this in the name of
the Prince of Peace. Amen.
The Communion
It is a tradition at First Church that we eat the bread and drink the cup together as the
people of God renewing our covenant. We serve grape juice and gluten free bread.

Invitation, Sursum Corda and Communion Prayer
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to God.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Leader:

It is right to glorify You and to give You thanks, our holy and living
God; You dwell in light inaccessible from before time and forever.
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, You made all things and
fill them with Your blessing; You created them to rejoice in the
splendor of Your radiance. With the faithful of every time and place,
we joyfully praise Your name:
Sanctus #550
S. Wesley
(1766 – 1837)

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory:
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. A-men.

Leader:

We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus
took bread and having blessed it, He broke it and gave it to His
disciples saying, “This is My body which is broken for you. Do this in
remembrance of Me.” In the same way, Jesus also took the cup,
after supper, saying, “This cup is of the new covenant in My blood.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” By eating
of this bread and drinking this cup, we proclaim Christ’s death,
celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and await Christ's coming again.
Sharing of the Bread Ave Verum Corpus
G. Near
from Three Eucharistic Motets

Ave verum corpus, natum
de Maria Virgine,
vere passum, immolatum
in cruce pro homine
cuius latus perforatum
fluxit aqua et sanguine
esto nobis prægustatum
in mortis examine

Sharing of the Cup

Hail, true Body, born
of the Virgin Mary
truly suffered, sacrificed
on the cross for mankind
whose pierced side
flowed with water and blood
May it be for us a foretaste
in the trial of death

O Sacrum Convivium

G. Near

from Three Eucharistic Motets

O sacrum convivium!
in quo Christus sumitur
recolitur memoria passionis ejus
mens impletur gratia
et futurae gloriae, nobis pignus datur
Alleluia

O sacred banquet!
in which Christ is received
the memory of his Passion is renewed
the mind is filled with grace
and a pledge of future glory to us is given
Alleluia

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN #29

Now Thank We All Our God

CCLI#3034682 Source: Pilgrim Hymnal

NUN DANKET

*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTUS

God Be With You

W. G. Tomer
(1832 – 1896)

POSTLUDE

Nun danket alle Gott
Now Thank We All Our God

S. Karg-Elert
(1877 – 1933)

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS
COVER ART: Jacob Wrestling with the Angel, Rembrandt, circa 1659
DEACON OF THE DAY: Kimberly Lynch
************************************************************************
HEARING AIDS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.
*************************************************************************
DVD RECORDINGS ARE MADE OF THE SERVICE AND
ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR BORROWING.
*************************************************************************
Have you remembered First Church in you will?

OUR MORNING WORSHIP IS LIVE STREAMED ON SUNDAY
MORNING AND IS ALSO AVAILABLE ON OUR YOUTUBE
CHANNEL, ON MONDAY ONWARD.
PLEASE BE AWARE THE TWO PEW SECTIONS CLOSEST
TO FELLOWSHIP HALL MAY OCCASIONALLY BE IN CAMERA SHOT.

Sunday Worship
8:00 AM (new time)
Outdoor Worship in the Courtyard
9:00 AM
Indoor Worship in the Sanctuary and online
(See details under First Church’s guidelines for indoor worship)

Notes from the Chancel
This Sunday in worship, on the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost and Communion
Sunday, the Summer Choir will enhance our worship experience and Communion
liturgy with the hauntingly beautiful modern setting of Three Eucharistic Motets by
Gerald Near. Each Motet uses a centuries-old chant theme which weaves the
traditional melodies into a new classical form, with the organ playing a supporting
(and sometimes opposite) role to the choirs.
The ethereal sound of the organ during the OFFERTORY offers a time of reflection,
while the choir intones the first chant melody against the organ accompaniment.
The second movement during the Distribution of the BREAD sets the chant of the
Ave Verum with fresh new harmonies. In the final movement throughout the
Distribution of the CUP: a completely independent choral setting is juxtaposed
against the organ stating the melodic theme originally set to Thomas Aquinas’ Latin
text in the Liber Usualis.
The modern classical flavor of Near’s work utilizes many chordal harmonies which
are unusual and also slightly difficult in terms of more “traditional” choral music
written for the voice. The conflict and resolution of the chordal structure is a
masterful setting of these three Communion texts, which we hope will leave a longlasting impression of those in worship with us today.
The gentle PRELUDE this morning, places the melody of our opening hymn into
our minds during this music meditation. The hymn tune ST. AGNES, first published
in the 1866 Hymnal for Use in the English Church, was named for the “young
Roman girl- Christian by birth- who was martyred on January 1, 304, at the age of
thirteen. She refused to marry a nobleman, claiming she was already “engaged” to
Christ. The name Agnes is from the Greek word “agnos” (αγνός), meaning chaste.
John Bacchus Dykes was one of the most prolific hymn writers of the Victorian
era, and arguably the best-known. He is credited with writing 300 hymns in this era
of hymnody.
The rousing POSTLUDE this morning, is penned by Sigfrid Karg-Elert, organist
and composer, one of the principal German composers for organ of his generation.
Karg-Elert studied at the Leipzig Conservatory, and in 1919 he became a member
of the staff there. His early works reflect the influence of composers such as
Claude Debussy, Aleksandr Scriabin, and Arnold Schoenberg, but he later
developed an original style that melded chromaticism and expanded harmonies
with Renaissance and Baroque polyphony. The full resources of our Anderson
Memorial Organ bring a full-on German “Romantic” period treatment to the beloved
hymn Now Thank We All, Our God.

FIRST CHURCH’S COVID-19 GUIDELINES FOR INDOOR WORSHIP
There will be set one-way entries and exits available for Indoor worship as
follows:
 ENTRY: North side only, using either the double wooden doors off the
parking lot, or the Courtyard entrance (where elevator use is available)
 EXIT: Post-worship, we will exit the sanctuary only through the (nearest) three
sets of doors immediately off the Sanctuary. – No exit crossing through
Fellowship Hall or the link, with the exception of those who need the
elevator.
MASKS MUST BE WORN AT ALL TIMES INSIDE THE BUILDING. This is a
prerequisite for attendance. Social distancing practices are expected of the
attendees for indoor worship.
We will be working at <20% capacity indoors for the month of August.
 UNDER BALCONY seating will only be available for Ushers and Deacons
 SANCTUARY seating has every second pew row blocked off
 SEATING will be available in groups of 2, 3, or 4 people. (Singles welcome!)
 The BALCONY is closed for the month of August
 Center sections of longer pews are blocked off to encourage distancing.
 USHERS or DEACONS may assign a pew section for seating upon entry
 The ENTRY OFF THE COAT ROOM to the Sanctuary is the only available
entrance indoors
 Please be aware there is NO CHILDCARE or children’s activities available in
August.
The First Church Incremental approach to Enhanced Safety includes:
 Hand-sanitizer stations at the back of the Sanctuary as you enter
 A “touchless” approach to providing your worship aids for indoor service
 All bulletins on tables at the back, which will include hymns and the worship
service
 Baskets to receive your financial gifts to the church
 Baskets to take Communion packs (first Sunday of the month)
 Blocking off pew rows in front of the Chancel where some singing may occur
from Soloists or Staff Singers; they will be unmasked while singing, but
masked otherwise.
 A negative-airflow concept with cross-ventilation drawing air from the Concord
St. West side entry door (closed entry access; exit only) and out through the
Tower entry area into the Link. (Such increased air-exchange is encouraged
by the CDC)
 For now, congregational hymns are to be hummed with masks on
 Spoken parts of worship are pared down in length, also to be offered with
masks on.





Ushers and Deacons seated away from the main assembly
Ministers and Church Music participants also in the Chancel or designated
corner areas.
A set dismissal for indoor worship attendees, from back to front, to the
nearest door
Our Online Services Are Going Live

As of Sunday, August 2, our services will transition from a pre-taped format to a
“Live Stream” – What does this mean?
 Worship may be watched LIVE online at tfcucc.org, Sundays at 9:00AM
 A recording of the indoor service will be available weekly, from Monday
onward.
 If you attend worship services, a camera shot may scan over you in the pews,
but we are working on camera angles which concentrate mostly on tight shots
of the Pulpit, Chancel and corner music offering area.
 The NE Corner area, (music) when used (Fellowship Hall door pew section,
and the next pew section in) may have congregation regularly in camera
shots.
 In August, previous services will broadcast Sundays on WSMN-Radio, with an
eye towards a live Sunday broadcast worship format on radio, come
September.




Office and Building use
Church Office will remain CLOSED for the month of August (available on
phone)
The First Church remains CLOSED to all outside group use for the month of
August
In-Church small group use of the dining room available only through the
church office.

Pastoral Care
Your ministers are available 24/7 to talk and pray with you as need arises.
Their contact information is as follows:
 Rev. Andy: 978-844-2617 (mobile)
 Rev. Ken: 203-722-4901 (mobile)
 Rev. Jami: 603-325-0772 (mobile)
Please refer to the church’s website for all of our
COVID-19 updates and ministries: tfcucc.org

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current
The 2020 Holiday Craft Fair Committee has made silk floral arrangements in beautiful,
bright, summer colors and they are available to purchase, now. Click on the following link,
https://tfcucc.org/craft-fair-presales-flower-arrangement-sales-2020/ to view them.
If you wish to purchase an arrangement, check with the church office to confirm whether
your desired arrangement is still available. Then, send a check with the exact amount and
write “floral arrangement” in the memo line. Once the check is received, the office will
contact you and to arrange to pick up your arrangement. You may also visit the office with
cash but be sure to call ahead.
If you wish to make crafts for the fair, contact Jocelyn Henning for more information. The
next craft session will be held on Wednesday, August 19 at 4:00 PM in the dining room.
++++

The Beauty of Flowers in Our Worship Service - A fresh flower arrangement always
looks lovely in the pulpit. If you would like to honor God and remember a loved one or mark
a special occasion with a gift of flowers, please call the church office. Purchase flower
arrangements from your favorite florist or create them from flowers you have purchased or
grown.
++++

Home Stretch 5K, presented by Family Promise of Southern New Hampshire
Thursday, August 13 - Sunday, August 16, 2020
Visit www.runreg.com/home for more information and to register.
++++

2020 Summer Music Schedule
Each summer, while the music ministry ensembles are on summer break, members of The
First Church and the outside community bring their music offerings to our summer worship
service. The following individuals and ensembles will enhance our services during the
summer season…
June 7: STAFF SINGER QUARTET
Larry Ballard, Nick DeFrancesco, Elena DeStasio Stabile, Janet Poisson
June 14: Joseph R. Olefirowicz, baritone
June 21: MEN’S QUARTET
Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, Craig Plummer, Eric Ruthenberg
June 28: Rev. Ken McGarry, baritone & guitar;
July 5: STAFF SINGER QUARTET
July 12: Catherine Kondi, soprano
July 19: Craig Plummer, tenor
July 26: Zoe Ostermiller, piano
August 2: SUMMER CHOIR
August 9: Nicole Plummer, mezzo soprano
August 16: Susan Cobb, soprano
August 23: HANDBELL TRIO
Dale Neth, Rhonda O’Keefe, Pam Sturdevant
August 30: Brian Landry, tenor
September 6: Mark A. Cleveland, bass

THE FIRST CHURCH
STAFF
Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org
Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org
Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org
Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org
Sexton, Bruce Lund
Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans

WELCOME
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who
are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill
out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or
hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in
Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church please
seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and committees.

INFORMATION
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day
Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the
tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United
Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and
seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the
church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in
November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month
and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every
member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.

PASTORAL CARE
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow,
and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized.
COMMUNICATIONS
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that
we may keep our records current.
All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for
the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.
All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary.

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861
Office Hours: 9:00 AM-Noon and 1:00-4:00 PM, Mon – Fri
Sunday: 8:00 AM-Noon (closed during the 10:00 service)
Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook

