
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational – United Church of Christ 
 
† 
 

Gathered December 16, 1685 
 

 

 

 

 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Morning Worship 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

 

 

 
 

August 16, 2020                                                          9:00 AM 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 
 

 
 

MEDITATION    
 

“A bend in the road is not the end of the road…Unless you fail to 
make the turn.”               Helen Keller 

 
 
 

PRELUDE  Nun bitten wir den heiligen Geist       D. Buxtehude 

     Now ask we, the Holy Ghost                   (1637 – 1707) 
 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP           (based on Psalm 67)  
Leader: Holy are you, O God of grace and mercy.  May all the nations praise 

you. 
People: May all the nations of the earth joyfully sing because God’s justice is 

supreme! 
Leader: May the love that lights up the face of God shine with favor upon us 

and bless us; 
People: Teaching us God’s way of living and serving so that we may witness 

to that love and grace. 
Leader: We gather to worship our wise and holy God. 
People: We are in awe and revere you for your saving works. 
Leader: We come together to seek your blessing, O God. 
People: Praise be to our generous and just God.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



*HYMN #8   Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee   HYMN TO JOY 

 

  
 



*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)    
With open arms, You welcome all who call on Your name—who acknowledge 
You as Lord, and look to You in faith.  No one stands outside the circle of 
Your mercy and love.  And so we come to offer You our worship—to declare 
that You are our God, and that we are Your people, called and chosen by You 
from the very beginning.  Through the presence of Your Holy Spirit open our 
eyes to see You here; open our minds to receive Your truth, and our mouths 
to speak and sing Your praise.  For You alone are God— worthy of all praise 
and worship, now and to the end of time. Amen.  

 

GREETINGS 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS            Genesis 45:1-15 
Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he 
cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made 
himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the 
household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still 
alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his 
presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. 
He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be 
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before 
you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are 
five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you 
to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was 
not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all 
his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 
‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not 
delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your 
children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you 
have. I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so 
that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ And now your 
eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to 
you. You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. 
Hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and 
wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon 
them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 
 

               Matthew 15: 21-28 
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite 
woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of 
David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after 
us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came 



and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the 
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is 
your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 

SOLO   Love Never Faileth                  G. Fauré 

     SUSAN COBB, soprano                    (1845 – 1924) 
 

SERMON       “Playing Favorites”                  Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
 

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
CENTERING PRAYER 
God, infuse our prayer with grace and blessing!  May this time reflect your light 
and your goodness, so that the way in which we live might bring others to an 
awareness of your presence and your love.  Teach us to trust You with our 
whole heart, and to praise You in every circumstance, so that your grace and 
mercy might reach out through us to the entire world.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY  Ave Maria              F. Schubert 

                                       (1797 – 1828) 

*THE DOXOLOGY #515                            OLD HUNDRETH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  
In deep gratitude for all that You have done for us, we offer ourselves and our 
gifts to You—living sacrifices of worship and praise.  Transform our hearts and 
minds from the inside out; show us what is good and pleasing in Your sight, 
so that we may be quick to recognize Your call and respond.  In the name of 
Jesus. Amen.   



*HYMN #433    God of Our Fathers, Whose Almighty Hand      NATIONAL HYMN 

 

 



*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  How Fair and Pleasant Art Thou, Op. 18, No. 5        M. Dupré 

                 (1886 – 1971) 
 

We kindly ask you to remain seated through Postlude. 
 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

 

DEACON OF THE DAY: Bill McIntyre 
COVER ART:  Canaanite Women, from the Très Riches Heures du Duc de Berry 
Photo by René-Gabriel Ojéda / © RMN-Grand Palais / Art Resource, NY 
HYMNS: Pilgrim Hymnal, CCLI#3034682   
 
 

************************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE 
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

************************************************************************* 
HEARING AIDS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

************************************************************************* 
DVD RECORDINGS ARE MADE OF THE SERVICE AND 

ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR BORROWING. 

************************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

************************************************************************* 

 

Sunday Worship 
 

8:00 AM  
Outdoor Worship in the Courtyard    

 

9:00 AM 
 Indoor Worship in the Sanctuary and online 

(See details under First Church’s guidelines for indoor worship) 

 
OUR MORNING WORSHIP IS LIVE STREAMED ON SUNDAY  

MORNING AND IS ALSO AVAILABLE ON OUR YOUTUBE 
 CHANNEL, ON MONDAY ONWARD.  

 
 

PLEASE BE AWARE THE TWO PEW SECTIONS CLOSEST  
TO FELLOWSHIP HALL MAY OCCASIONALLY BE IN CAMERA SHOT.  

 



        
FIRST CHURCH’S COVID-19 GUIDELINES FOR INDOOR WORSHIP  

 
 

 

Masks must Be worn at all times inside the building. This is a prerequisite for 
attendance. Social distancing practices are expected of the attendees for indoor 
worship. 
There will be set one-way entries and exits available for Indoor worship as 
follows: 

 ENTRY: North side only, using either the double wooden doors off the 
parking lot, or the Courtyard entrance (where elevator use is available)  

 EXIT: Post-worship, we will exit the sanctuary only through the (nearest) 
three sets of doors immediately off the Sanctuary. – No exit crossing 
through Fellowship Hall or the link, with the exception of those who need 
the elevator. 

 We will be working at <20% capacity indoors for the month of August. 

 The Ushers and Deacons are available to assist you with seating and will 
answer any questions you have about protocol. 

 There is no childcare or children’s activities available in August. 
 
 

Office and Building use  
 

 The Church Office will remain CLOSED for the month of August (available on 
phone) 

 The First Church remains CLOSED to all outside group use for the month of 
August 

 In-Church small group use of the dining room available only through the 
church office. 

 

Pastoral Care 
 

Your ministers are available 24/7 to talk and pray with you as need arises.  
Their contact information is as follows: 
 

 Rev. Andy:  978-844-2617 (mobile) 

 Rev. Ken:    203-722-4901 (mobile) 

 Rev. Jami:   603-325-0772 (mobile) 
 

 

 

Please refer to the church’s website for all of our 
COVID-19 updates and ministries: tfcucc.org 

 
 



Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

We are pleased to welcome LeeAnne Steenhoek, 
the new Director of Christian Formation.  LeeAnne 
was a career teacher having taught Spanish and 
English at Amherst Middle School grades 5-8 and also 
served as Director of Youth and Family Ministry for 
Lyme Congregational Church and Mont Vernon 
Congregational Church, UCC.  She comes to us with 
high praise from the likes of Pat Harris and Rev. Rob 
Grabill with whom LeeAnne served as Co-Dean at The 
Horton Center for the New Things Camp. It was 
obvious to the committee members that LeeAnne has 

the experience and skills along with the enthusiasm and compassion to lead our 
educational ministry forward.  
 

LeeAnne’s first day with us was on Monday, August 3.  She lives in Mt. Vernon, NH 
and excited that her family will be with her to share faith with us at First Church. She 
will provide much more texture and many personal stories to help us know her all the 
more in August. Please keep her in your prayers as her heart is filled with gratitude 
for this calling and a strong desire to make a difference for our children and youth.   
 

An excerpt from LeeAnne’s resume: I integrate learning across the curriculum 
teaching and building skills through poetry and prose, fiction and nonfiction.  I use 
music, art and movement to build understanding and integrate as many senses as is 
reasonable to make connections between subjects and self.  Each teacher, staff 
member, baby and child will know that I care for them and that I love the subject 
matter.  I teach teachers how to partner with parents and students and share the joy 
of God’s Word and God’s World.  Middle School teaching gives me experience 
working with the full spectrum of personalities and behaviors that season humanity.  
Ministry as Worship Deacon and Christian Education Director give me experience 
hiring staff and managing budgets and curriculum.  Godly Play training has taught 
me to teach learners to put themselves in the story, to think about what could be 
removed and it would still be a story and to respond through art, acting, retelling and 
lots of questions! 

++++ 

The 2020 Holiday Craft Fair Committee has some summer, silk flower 
arrangements in bright, beautiful colors for sale.   Click on the following link, 
https://tfcucc.org/craft-fair-presales-flower-arrangement-sales-2020/ or visit the 
Holiday Fair page under “Serve” on the church website to view the arrangements.  
Directions for payment are included on the page.  Call the church office for more 
information. 
 

If you wish to make crafts for the fair, contact Jocelyn Henning for more information.  
The next craft session will be held this Wednesday, August 19 at 4:00 PM in the 
dining room.  

https://tfcucc.org/craft-fair-presales-flower-arrangement-sales-2020/


Back to School Backpacks Update – Thanks to everyone who donated to the 
Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter’s backpack program this summer.  We received 
over $2300 and a dozen super volunteers filled 54 backpacks with 14 to 20 different 
supplies in each backpack. There were some extra supplies (purchased with the 
donations) that were sent with the backpacks as well. Special thanks to Joe and Mary 
Beth Glajch, Jocelyn Henning and the Outreach Committee, and John Henning for 
all their help! 

++++ 

The Beauty of Flowers in Our Worship Service - If you would like provide flowers 
for the pulpit on Sunday morning to honor God, to remember a loved one, or mark a 
special occasion, please call the church office.  Purchase flower arrangements from 
your favorite florist or create them from flowers you have purchased or grown.   

++++ 

2020 Summer Music Schedule 
 

Each summer, while the music ministry ensembles are on summer break, members of The 
First Church and the outside community bring their music offerings to our summer worship 
service.  The following individuals and ensembles will enhance our services during the 
summer season… 

June 7:  STAFF SINGER QUARTET:  

Larry Ballard, Nick DeFrancesco,  

Elena DeStasio Stabile, Janet Poisson 
 

June 14:  Joseph R. Olefirowicz, baritone  
 

June 21:  MEN’S QUARTET  

Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, 

Craig Plummer, Eric Ruthenberg  
 

June 28:  Rev. Ken McGarry, baritone & guitar;  
 

July 5:  STAFF SINGER QUARTET 
 

July 12:  Catherine Kondi, soprano 
 

July 19:  Craig Plummer, tenor 
 

July 26:  Zoe Ostermiller, piano 
 

August 2:  SUMMER CHOIR 
 

August 9:  Nicole Plummer, mezzo soprano 
 

August 16:  Susan Cobb, soprano 
 

August 23:  HANDBELL TRIO 

Dale Neth, Rhonda O’Keefe, Pam Sturdevant 
 

August 30:  Brian Landry, tenor 
 

September 6:  Mark A. Cleveland, bass 



 



 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church 

please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and 

committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  
 

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 
 

 

Office Hours:  Closed until further notice. 
 

 

 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook 
 

http://www.tfcucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchNashua?ref=ts&fref=ts

