THE FIRST CHURCH
________________________________________________________________________________________

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Congregational – United Church of Christ
†

Gathered December 16, 1685

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Morning Worship
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 23, 2020

9:00 AM

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand

APPROACH TO GOD
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship.

TOWER CHIME

Norma MacKinley Smith

MEDITATION
“Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—I took the one less traveled
by, And that has made all the difference”
Robert Frost
PRELUDE

Symphony No. 5 in F minor, Op. 42, No. 1
IV. Adagio

C.-M. Widor
(1844 – 1937)

CALL TO WORSHIP
(based on Psalm 138)
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: We gather to give thanks to You, O Lord, with all our heart!
People: We will sing Your praises before all creation, and rejoice in Your
steadfast love!
Leader: You have created us O Lord, and made us for Yourself,
People: In You we become everything You have made us to be!

*HYMN

Blessed Assurance

ASSURANCE

CCLI#3034682 Source: United Methodist Hymnal

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)
Almighty God, you love us, but we have not loved you; you call, but we have
not listened. We walk away from neighbors in need, wrapped up in our own
concerns. We have gone along with evil, with pride, quarrelling, and
divisiveness. Holy God, help us to face up to ourselves, so that, as you move
toward us in mercy, we may repent, turn to you, and receive mercy; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A time of silence for personal confession.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: God is just and forgiving. God receives us as we are, lifts us up and
calls us again to be people upholding justice, peace and holiness.
Receive God’s pardon and peace, knowing that all sins are forgiven.
People: Thanks be to God!
GREETINGS
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Romans 12:1-8
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and
acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you
not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in
one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same
function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are
members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:
prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Matthew 16:13-20
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said
to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father
in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever

you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

VOLUNTARY

Shall We Gather at the River

R. Lowry
(1826 – 1899)
arr. A. L. Page

DALE NETH, handbells
RHONDA O’KEEFE, handbells
PAM STURDEVANT, handbells

“Dare to be Different”

SERMON

Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD
PRAYER CONCERNS
SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY

Ash Grove

Traditional - Welsh

“Let All Things Now Living a Song of Thanksgiving”

*THE DOXOLOGY #515

arr. B. Ingram
OLD HUNDRETH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
O God, you are an extravagant God—all we have to do is look around us and
see that this is so. All that we have, all that we are, belongs to you. Accept
these offerings of our money as one way we express our gratitude for your
goodness. Help us to remember that it takes all of us for your mission and
ministry to flourish in our community. May we mirror your generosity in the
way we live our lives. Amen.

*HYMN #357

Strong Son of God, Immortal Love

ROCKINGHAM

CCLI#3034682 Source: Pilgrim Hymnal

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Symphony No. 6 in G minor, Op. 42, No. 2

C.-M. Widor

V. Final
We kindly ask you to remain seated through Postlude.

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS

*************************************************************************

COVER ART: Melanie Newton Joyful Walk Ministries. Used by permission.
GUEST ORGANIST: William Ness
*************************************************************************

The flowers in the pulpit are given in celebration of the
marriage of Cyndy Carlson and Tom Donovan.
*************************************************************************
PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS.

*************************************************************************
HEARING AIDS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.

*************************************************************************
DVD RECORDINGS ARE MADE OF THE SERVICE AND
ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR BORROWING.

*************************************************************************
Have you remembered First Church in your will?

*************************************************************************

OUR MORNING WORSHIP IS LIVE STREAMED ON SUNDAY
MORNING AND IS ALSO AVAILABLE ON OUR YOUTUBE
CHANNEL, ON MONDAY ONWARD.
PLEASE BE AWARE THE TWO PEW SECTIONS CLOSEST
TO FELLOWSHIP HALL MAY OCCASIONALLY BE IN CAMERA SHOT.

Sunday Worship
8:00 AM
Outdoor Worship in the Courtyard
9:00 AM
Indoor Worship in the Sanctuary and online
(See details under First Church’s guidelines for indoor worship)

FIRST CHURCH’S COVID-19 GUIDELINES FOR INDOOR WORSHIP
Masks must Be worn at all times inside the building. Social distancing practices are
expected of the attendees for indoor worship.
There are set one-way entries and exits available for indoor worship as follows:
 ENTRY: North side only, using either the double wooden doors off the parking
lot, or the Courtyard entrance (where elevator use is available)
 EXIT: Post-worship, we will exit the sanctuary only through the (nearest) three
sets of doors immediately off the Sanctuary. – No exit crossing through
Fellowship Hall or the link, with the exception of those who need the elevator.
 The Ushers and Deacons are available to assist you with seating and will
answer any questions you have about protocol.
 There is no childcare or children’s activities available in August.
Office and Building use
 The Church Office will remain closed through the month of September (available by
phone and by appointment)
 The First Church remains closed to all outside group use for the month of
September.
 In-Church small group use of the dining room available only through the church
office.
Pastoral Care
Your ministers are available 24/7 to talk and pray with you as need arises.
 Rev. Andy: 978-844-2617 (mobile)
 Rev. Ken: 203-722-4901 (mobile)
 Rev. Jami: 603-325-0772 (mobile)
Please refer to the church’s website for all of our
COVID-19 updates and ministries: tfcucc.org

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current
The Beauty of Flowers in Our Worship Service - If you would like provide flowers for the
pulpit on Sunday morning to honor God, to remember a loved one, or mark a special
occasion, please call the church office. Purchase flower arrangements from your favorite
florist or create them from flowers you have purchased or grown.
++++

The 2020 Holiday Craft Fair Committee has some summer, silk flower arrangements in
bright, beautiful colors for sale. Click on the following link, https://tfcucc.org/craft-fairpresales-flower-arrangement-sales-2020/ or visit the Holiday Fair page under “Serve” on
the church website to view the arrangements. Directions for payment are included on the
page. Call the church office for more information.
If you wish to make crafts for the fair, contact Jocelyn Henning for more information. The
next craft session will be held Wednesday, September 9 at 4:00 PM in the dining room.

First Church Holiday Fair Silent Auction – If you would like to make a donation, please
contact Rebecca Small at rbrinkman99@yahoo.com or 978-758-2038 (call or text). We
accept all items. These can be handmade items, gift cards to your own personal business
or local establishments, a basket that you put together with any theme in mind or if you’d
like to donate any small amount of a gift card I’m happy to put them together in a larger
basket. All items are very much appreciated. Thank you in advance for your support of
this year’s Holiday Fair.
++++

The United Way of Greater Nashua is building a “Tech Pantry” to support the needs,
of local school kids. The pantry will be filled with “gently used” laptops, tablets, iPads, etc.,
which a team of volunteers will wipe clean and configure to go back out in support of remote
learning. If you have items to donate, contact info@unitedwaynashua.org. Monetary
donations are also accepted: https://www.tinyurl.com/uwgncovid19.

2020 Summer Music Schedule
Each summer, while the music ministry ensembles are on summer break, members of The
First Church and the outside community bring their music offerings to our summer worship
service. The following individuals and ensembles will enhance our services during the
summer season…
June 7: STAFF SINGER QUARTET
Larry Ballard, Nick DeFrancesco, Elena DeStasio Stabile, Janet Poisson
June 14: Joseph R. Olefirowicz, baritone
June 21: MEN’S QUARTET
Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, Craig Plummer, Eric Ruthenberg
June 28: Rev. Ken McGarry, baritone & guitar;
July 5: STAFF SINGER QUARTET
July 12: Catherine Kondi, soprano
July 19: Craig Plummer, tenor
July 26: Zoe Ostermiller, piano
August 2: SUMMER CHOIR
August 9: Nicole Plummer, mezzo soprano
August 16: Susan Cobb, soprano
August 23: HANDBELL TRIO
Dale Neth, Rhonda O’Keefe, Pam Sturdevant
August 30: Brian Landry, tenor
September 6: Mark A. Cleveland, bass

THE FIRST CHURCH
STAFF
Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org
Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org
Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org
Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org
Sexton, Bruce Lund
Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans

WELCOME
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who
are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill
out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or
hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in
Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church
please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and
committees.

INFORMATION
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day
Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the
tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United
Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and
seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the
church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the
first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely
by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.

PASTORAL CARE
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow,
and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized.

COMMUNICATIONS
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that
we may keep our records current.
All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for
the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.
All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary.

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861
Office Hours: Closed until further notice.
Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook

