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Gathered December 16, 1685 
 

 

 

 

 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Morning Worship 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 30, 2020                                                          9:00 AM 

 

 

 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 
 
 

 

TOWER CHIME                   Norma MacKinley Smith 
 
 

MEDITATION    
 Although the world is full of suffering, it is also full of 

overcoming it.                                                  Helen Keller 
 
 
 
 
 

PRELUDE  xv. Arabesque                    L. Vierne 

             from Quatre-vingt Pièces en style libre       (1870 – 1937) 
 
 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP               (based on Exodus 3:5) 
Leader: Turn off your cell phones and bring your conversations to a close.  
People: For where we stand is holy ground. 
Leader: Come love your neighbor and do good to all around you. 
People: For where we stand is holy ground. 
Leader: Come and respect all life and God’s creation. 
People: For where we stand is holy ground. 
Leader: Love God, yourself, family, friends and enemies alike. 
People: For we are all standing on holy ground. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #192  The Day Of Resurrection              LANCASHIRE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
            CCLI#3034682   Source:  Pilgrim Hymnal 



 *OPENING PRAYER (Unison)               (based on Matthew 16: 21-28) 
Loving God, You call us to turn away from our own selfish interests, to take up 
our cross, and to follow after You— to find our lives by giving them up to Your 
greater purpose.  So we come before You this morning with open hearts and 
open hands, eager to hear Your Word, and eager to know Your will. Through 
the power of Your Holy Spirit, move within us and among us as we worship.  
Open our eyes to Your presence; open our ears to Your call, open our hearts 
to one another.  And then send us back out into the world, to live and work as 
Your faithful disciples.  In the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, 
Amen. 
 

 

GREETINGS 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS                    Romans 12: 9-21 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one 
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag 
in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend 
hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 
them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in 
harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do 
not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends 
on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave 
room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says 
the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give 
them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 
heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

               Matthew 16: 21-28 

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must 
never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! 
You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.” 
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to 



save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For 
what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what 
will they give in return for their life? “For the Son of Man is to come with his 
angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has 
been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste 
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

SOLO    Repentir                C. Gounod 
                   BRIAN LANDRY, tenor                (1818 – 1893) 
 

“Repentance” 
 

Ah! Don’t turn my sinful soul away 
Hear my cries, and see my repentance 

Hasten to run to my aid, Lord 
And take pity on my distress 

 

Turn away the blows of vengeful justice, My Savior 
O Divine Redeemer pardon my weakness, 

Pardon, pardon my weakness 
 

In the secret of the night, I spread my cries 
Cleansing my flesh beneath the weight of the Cup 
And my heart, changed by the blood-filled sacrifice 
Will be blessed through your thorough forgiveness 

 
 
 

SERMON       “Rock or Stumbling Block?”                 Rev. Jami D. Boyle 
 
 

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
AFFIRMATION OF PRAYER  
Leader: What is prayer?  
People: Prayer means calling upon God whose Spirit is always present with 

us.  In prayer we approach God with reverence, confidence and 
humility.  Prayer involves both addressing God in praise, confession, 
thanksgiving, and supplication, and listening for God's word within 
our hearts.  When we adore God, we are filled with wonder, love and 
praise before God's heavenly glory.  When we confess our sins to 
God, we ask for forgiveness with sorry hearts. When we give thanks 
to God, we acknowledge God's great goodness in all that has been 
provided for us.  Finally, when we call upon God to hear our requests, 
we affirm that God is always near to us in times of need and sorrow. 

 
 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
 

 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 



THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 

OFFERTORY  Agnus Dei             G. Bizet 

                                        (1838 – 1875) 

Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sins of the world 

have mercy on us (2x) 
 

Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sins of the world 

Grant us peace; 
Grant peace. 

 
 

*THE DOXOLOGY #515                            OLD HUNDRETH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  
Lord God, in deep gratitude for this moment, we give ourselves to you.  Take 
us out to live as changed people because, after our experience of you, we 
cannot remain the same.  Ask much of us, expect much from us, enable much 
by us, encourage many through us.  Ground us in grace and make the sacred 
the people and causes we serve by the Holy Spirit’s leading.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN   God Our Author, and Creator                  JEFFERSON 

         CCLI#3034682   Source:  New Century Hymnal 
 
 

 



*BENEDICTION 
  

 

POSTLUDE  Basse et Dessus de Trompette        L.-N. Clérambault 
                                            (1676 – 1749) 
 

We kindly ask you to remain seated through Postlude. 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

 

COVER ART:  Helen Keller, no.8, c. 1904, Whitman Studios, Chelsea MA 
************************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE 
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

************************************************************************* 
HEARING AIDS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

************************************************************************* 
DVD RECORDINGS ARE MADE OF THE SERVICE AND 

ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR BORROWING. 

************************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

************************************************************************* 

 
 

Sunday Worship 
 

8:00 AM (through September 6) 
Outdoor Worship in the Courtyard – weather permitting    

 

9:00 AM (through September 6) 
Indoor Worship in the Sanctuary and online 

(See details under First Church’s guidelines for indoor worship) 
 

Beginning September 13 
8:30 AM: Outdoor Worship in the Courtyard – weather permitting 

 

10:00 AM: Indoor Worship in the Sanctuary and online 

 

OUR MORNING WORSHIP IS LIVE STREAMED ON SUNDAY  
MORNING AND IS ALSO AVAILABLE ON OUR YOUTUBE 

 CHANNEL, ON MONDAY ONWARD.  
 

PLEASE BE AWARE THE TWO PEW SECTIONS CLOSEST  
TO FELLOWSHIP HALL MAY OCCASIONALLY BE IN CAMERA SHOT.  

 



FIRST CHURCH’S COVID-19 GUIDELINES FOR INDOOR WORSHIP  
 

Masks must Be worn at all times inside the building.  Social distancing practices are 
expected of the attendees for indoor worship. 
There are set one-way entries and exits available for indoor worship as follows: 

 ENTRY: North side only, using the Courtyard entrance (where elevator use is 
available)  

 EXIT: Post-worship, we will exit the sanctuary only through the (nearest) three 
sets of doors immediately off the Sanctuary.  No exit crossing through 
Fellowship Hall or the link, with the exception of those who need the elevator. 

 The Ushers and Deacons are available to assist you with seating and will 
answer any questions you have about protocol. 

 There is no childcare or children’s activities available in August. 
 

Office and Building use  

 The Church Office will remain closed through the month of September (available by 
phone and by appointment) 

 The First Church remains closed to all outside group use through the month of 
September. 

 In-Church small group use of the dining room available only through the church 
office. 

Pastoral Care 
 

Your ministers are available 24/7 to talk and pray with you as need arises.  
 

 Rev. Andy:  978-844-2617 (mobile) 

 Rev. Ken:    203-722-4901 (mobile) 

 Rev. Jami:   603-325-0772 (mobile) 
 

Please refer to the church’s website for all of our  
COVID-19 updates and ministries: tfcucc.org 

 
 

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

Empty Nest Fellowship resumes online on September 8 at 7:00 PM.  This month’s 
theme will explore The Empty Nest During A Pandemic: Facing Your Fear and Grief in 
2020. This Fellowship is open to all parent/s who have, or are about to have, an “Empty 
Nest”, or if your child/children have left the nest, and is/are now back in your homes as 
adults.  A link to the meeting will be shared via e-news or email. Contact Dianne Smigliani 
with any questions. 

++++ 

Wednesday Morning Men - Men’s weekly study resumes online on September 9, 
8:00-9:00 AM.  This season we’ll continue reading Wayne Muller’s “A Life of Being, Having, 
and Doing Enough.” We pick up with the Chapter 40.  Look for the link in forthcoming 
bulletins, e-mails and on our church webpage.  Reminder: One need not commit to all 
sessions in order to benefit, so drop by as you’re able.  New folks and friends are 
encouraged to join in. 



First Church Worship on WSMN AM 1590 and FM 95.3 beginning September 13. 
That’s right!  Rev. Andy has stepped aside from his radio show to allow First Church 
worship services to air live on our local radio station.  We’re excited that this will offer yet 
another opportunity for our members and friends to connect with us.  It’s also an excellent 
way to reach our neighbors.   

++++ 

All Board Virtual Worship on September 14 at 6:30 PM - Please join The Ministry Team 
as we kick off the Fall Board Meetings with our customary worship service, but this time 
online.  Rev. Ken will offer a farewell message to our church leaders.  Whether or not your 
board or committee is meeting, you are welcome to attend.  The service will be uploaded 
to our Youtube station to be viewed later for your convenience---if need be.  

++++ 

New Young Adult Ministry: Transitions - Few seasons in life are as exciting and 
challenging than when one is a recent graduate and has entered college, the job market, 
or the military.  This is a time in life when we are asking big questions of ourselves: “Who 
am I?”, “What do I want out of life?”, “What do I really believe?” Rev. Andy will host an 
online conversation of no more than an hour every other Wednesday at noon beginning 
on September 16. It will be an opportunity to hear what others are finding and facing and 
share a few laughs. Our discussions will be confidential and one need not be confirmed or 
convinced of one’s faith to join in. Please e-mail Rev. Andy if you have any questions. A 
link the group will be provided in the e-news or by calling the office.    

++++ 

First Church: Virtual Town Hall - September 24 at 7:00 PM - We’ve been on an 
extraordinary journey as Church since the pandemic altered our lives. While the church 
building may have closed and/or restricted our movements because of social distancing, 
we’ve put forth extraordinary efforts to be together in different ways. In our gathering, you’ll 
hear brief descriptions from our staff and leaders about what we’ve done and are doing to 
be a faithful church in our times. Highlights will include our plans to reconfigure our ministry 
in light of Rev. Ken’s new call, updates to the in-person and online worship, improvements 
made to our facility, our financial picture and stewardship plans for 2021. There will be 
opportunity for questions and answers, too. Look for the link to forthcoming e-news or call 
the office.  

++++ 

A New Member Informational Meeting is being planned for Sunday, September 27, 
following the 10:00 service for those interested in learning more about our faith community 
and becoming a member.  Contact the church office for more information and to register. 

++++ 

The thrift shop will be closed this fall, due to COVID. Please take your clothing 
donations to the Salvation Army or Goodwill.  

++++ 

The Beauty of Flowers in Our Worship Service - If you wish to provide flowers for the 
pulpit on Sunday morning to honor God, to remember a loved one, or mark a special 
occasion, please call the church office.  Purchase flower arrangements from your favorite 
florist or create them from flowers you have purchased or grown.   
 
 
 

mailto:aarmstrong@tfcucc.org?subject=Young%20Adult%20Ministry


The 2020 Holiday Craft Fair Committee has some summer, silk flower arrangements in 
bright, beautiful colors for sale.   Click on the following link, https://tfcucc.org/craft-fair-
presales-flower-arrangement-sales-2020/ or visit the Holiday Fair page under “Serve” on 
the church website to view the arrangements.  Directions for payment are included on the 
page.  Call the church office for more information. 
 

If you wish to make crafts for the fair, contact Jocelyn Henning for more information.  The 
next craft session will be held Wednesday, September 9 at 4:00 PM in the dining room.  

++++ 

First Church Holiday Fair Silent Auction – If you would like to make a donation, please 
contact Rebecca Small at rbrinkman99@yahoo.com or 978-758-2038 (call or text).  We 
accept all items.  These can be handmade items, gift cards to your own personal business 
or local establishments, a basket that you put together with any theme in mind or if you’d 
like to donate any small amount of a gift card Rebecca is happy to put them together in a 
larger basket.  All items are very much appreciated.  Thank you in advance for your support 
of this year’s Holiday Fair. 

++++ 

The United Way of Greater Nashua is building a “Tech Pantry” to support the needs, 
of local school kids.  The pantry will be filled with “gently used” laptops, tablets, iPads, etc., 
which a team of volunteers will wipe clean and configure to go back out in support of remote 
learning.  If you have items to donate, contact info@unitedwaynashua.org.  Monetary 
donations are also accepted: https://www.tinyurl.com/uwgncovid19. 

 

2020 Summer Music Schedule 
 

Each summer, while the music ministry ensembles are on summer break, members of The 
First Church and the outside community bring their music offerings to our summer worship 
service.  The following individuals and ensembles will enhance our services during the 
summer season… 
 

June 7:  STAFF SINGER QUARTET 
Larry Ballard, Nick DeFrancesco, Elena DeStasio Stabile, Janet Poisson 
June 14:  Joseph R. Olefirowicz, baritone  
June 21:  MEN’S QUARTET 
Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, Craig Plummer, Eric Ruthenberg  
June 28:  Rev. Ken McGarry, baritone & guitar;  
July 5:  STAFF SINGER QUARTET 
July 12:  Catherine Kondi, soprano 
July 19:  Craig Plummer, tenor 
July 26:  Zoe Ostermiller, piano 
August 2:  SUMMER CHOIR 
August 9:  Nicole Plummer, mezzo soprano 
August 16:  Susan Cobb, soprano 
August 23:  HANDBELL TRIO 
Dale Neth, Rhonda O’Keefe, Pam Sturdevant 
August 30:  Brian Landry, tenor 
September 6:  Mark A. Cleveland, bass 

https://tfcucc.org/craft-fair-presales-flower-arrangement-sales-2020/
https://tfcucc.org/craft-fair-presales-flower-arrangement-sales-2020/
mailto:rbrinkman99@yahoo.com
mailto:info@unitedwaynashua.org


THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church 

please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and 

committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  
 

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 
 

 

Office Hours:  Closed until further notice. 
 

 

 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook 
 

http://www.tfcucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchNashua?ref=ts&fref=ts

