THE FIRST CHURCH
________________________________________________________________________________________

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Congregational – United Church of Christ
†

Gathered December 16, 1685

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Morning Worship
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2020

10:00 AM

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand

APPROACH TO GOD
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship.

TOWER CHIME

Norma MacKinley Smith

MEDITATION

“Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”

PRELUDE

Adagio for Strings, Op. 11 (1936)

S. Barber
(1910 – 1981)
trans. Eddings

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Praise the Lord!
People: With all our hearts, we will praise God’s holy name!
Leader: Praise the Lord!
People: Never forget the good things God has done for us.
Leader: Praise the Lord, all the earth—everyone, everywhere!
All:
We too join the church the world over and will praise the Lord!

If comfortable to do so, please join in singing our hymns and
sung responses during worship, while wearing your mask.

*HYMN #17

Praise Thou the Lord, O My Soul

LOBE DEN HERREN
O MEINE SEELE

*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)
Mighty God, you spoke to your people in the pillar of cloud as they walked
together in the wilderness. Speak to us through your Word today that we may
hear you calling us out of the wilderness places in our lives and into new places
you have promised to show us. In the name of Christ, we pray. Amen.
*PRAISE #15/1

Praise to the Lord
LOBE DEN HERREN
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, Now to His temple draw near;
Join me in glad adoration!

GREETINGS
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Exodus 14:19-31
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind
them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind
them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud
was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other
all night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a
strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were
divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for
them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea
after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning
watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army,
and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they
turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for
the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.” Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch
out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians,
upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before
it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the
chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them
into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground
through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their
left. Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against
the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his
servant Moses.

Matthew 18:21-35
Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. “For this reason the kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was
brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the
slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave
him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves
who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what
you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with
me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until
he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken
place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to
be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

Leader:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL RESPONSE

Thanks Be to Thee

T. Tallis

STAFF SINGER QUARTET

ANTHEM

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

(1505 – 1585)

G. Young
(1919 – 1998)

SERMON

“Bolt Cutters for Freedom”

Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong

*HYMN #100

O My Soul, Bless God, the Father

STUTTGART

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD
AFFIRMATION OF PRAYER
Leader: What is Prayer?
People: Prayer brings us into communion with God. The more our lives are
rooted in prayer, the more we sense how wonderful God is in grace,
purity, majesty and love. Prayer means offering our lives completely
to God, submitting ourselves to God's will, and waiting faithfully for
God's grace. Through prayer God frees us from anxiety, equips us
for service, and deepens our faith.
PRAYER CONCERNS
SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRAYER RESPONSE

Almighty Father, Hear Our Prayer

F. Mendelssohn
(1809 – 1847)

OFFERTORY

Unite to Praise Thy Maker’s Name

L. Webber
(1914 – 1982)

*THE DOXOLOGY #515

OLD HUNDRETH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
Lord, you have blessed our lives in so many ways. In gratitude for all these
blessings and in confidence that our gifts will be used for ministries of peace
and hope, we offer these gifts. Amen.

*HYMN # 263

Christ Is made The Sure Foundation

REGENT SQUARE

*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTUS

Threefold Amen

POSTLUDE

Carillon de Westminster

Traditional - Danish

Pièces de Fantaisie – Troisième suite, Opus 54, No. 6

We kindly ask you to remain seated through Postlude.

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS

L. Vierne
(1870 – 1937)

COVER IMAGE: From http://www.textweek.com/yeara/propera19.htm where it
was made available for use by the Misioneros Del Sagrado Corazón en el Perú.
DEACON OF THE DAY: Andy Dillman
HYMNS: Pilgrim Hymnal CCLI#3034682
*************************************************************************

The flowers in the pulpit are given in celebration of their
27th wedding anniversary, by Peter and Jeanne Chaloner.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
They also wish to remember those who died on September 11, 2001.
*************************************************************************
PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS.

*************************************************************************
HEARING AIDS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.

*************************************************************************
DVD RECORDINGS ARE MADE OF THE SERVICE AND
ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR BORROWING.

*************************************************************************
Have you remembered First Church in your will?

*************************************************************************
OUR MORNING WORSHIP IS LIVE STREAMED ON SUNDAY
MORNING AND IS ALSO AVAILABLE ON OUR YOUTUBE
CHANNEL, ON MONDAY ONWARD.
PLEASE BE AWARE THE TWO PEW SECTIONS CLOSEST
TO FELLOWSHIP HALL MAY OCCASIONALLY BE IN CAMERA SHOT.

Sunday Worship
8:30 AM
Outdoor Worship in the Courtyard – weather permitting
10:00 AM
Indoor Worship in the Sanctuary
Live and livestreaming

Masks must Be worn at all times inside the building.
Social distancing practices are expected of the attendees for indoor worship.
There are set one-way entries and exits available for indoor worship as follows:
 ENTRY: North side only, using the Courtyard entrance (where elevator use is
available)
 EXIT: Post-worship, we will exit the sanctuary only through the (nearest) three
sets of doors immediately off the Sanctuary. No exit crossing through
Fellowship Hall or the link, with the exception of those who need the elevator.
 The Ushers and Deacons are available to assist you with seating and will
answer any questions you have about protocol.
 There is no childcare or children’s activities available in August.
Office and Building use
 The Church Office will remain closed through the month of September (available by
phone and by appointment)
 The First Church remains closed to all outside group use through the month of
September.
 In-Church small group use of the dining room available only through the church
office.
Pastoral Care
Your ministers are available 24/7 to talk and pray with you as need arises.
 Rev. Andy: 978-844-2617 (mobile)
 Rev. Ken: 203-722-4901 (mobile)
 Rev. Jami: 603-325-0772 (mobile)
Please refer to the church’s website for all of our
COVID-19 updates and ministries: tfcucc.org

Notes from the Chancel
Samuel Barber’s monumental String Quartet produced an Adagio movement,
which has become a stirring and melancholic “stand-alone” piece of music, this
morning hinting at a gentle memory of the 19th Anniversary of 9/11. As we
prepare our hearts and minds for worship, may the emotion and tension-laden
harmonies of this work, help us not only remember those affected by that fateful
day, but also bring our minds into a state of quiet prayer and reflection, as we
prepare for corporate worship together.
The Anthem this morning, opens our “choral season” at the church with a
rousing voice to God’s praise, based on Psalm 103. Gordon Ellsworth Young
studied at the Southwestern College in Winfield, Kansas, and at the Curtis
Institute in Philadelphia. He served the First Presbyterian Church in Detroit,
Michigan for 20 years. He published over 500 musical works during his lifetime,

ranging from simple service music to more technically challenging recital
repertoire. This choral anthem was dedicated to Maurice Garabrant and the
Choir of Christ Church, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. We welcome back to our
Music at First roster, Janet Poisson as our Staff Singer Soprano, and new
colleagues Melissa Piantedosi as our Staff Singer Alto, and Timothy AyersKerr as our Staff Singer Bass. The search continues for our still-open position
of Staff Singer Bass.
William Southcombe Lloyd Webber was an English organist and composer,
who achieved some fame as a part of the modern classical music movement
whilst commercially facing mixed opportunities. Besides his long and
prestigious career, composing works ranging from choral pieces to instrumental
items and more, he is known for being the father of both fellow composer
Andrew Lloyd Webber and virtuoso cellist Julian Lloyd Webber. He also
notably served as a teacher, instructing pupils on music theory at the Royal
College of Music.
Webber composed vocal and instrumental music, choral and organ works,
chamber music and orchestral works. Works from this period include the
oratorio St. Francis of Assisi, the orchestral tone-poem Aurora, the Sonatinas
for viola and flute, numerous songs, organ pieces and choral works. But
Webber's roots were firmly embedded in the romanticism of such composers
as Sergei Rachmaninov, Jean Sibelius and César Franck. Rather than
compromise his style to more modern tastes, he turned to the academic side of
British musical life. He taught at the Royal College of Music, directed the choir
of Methodist Central Hall, Westminster and in 1964 was appointed Director of
the London College of Music, a post which he held until his death in 1982.
(Source: Wikipedia/BBC)

Louis Vierne is one of the most famous organists of the French Symphonic
School of organ composition. Many of his works (like today’s “Carillon de
Westminster”) are the staples of sacred and concert repertory. He was assistant
to Widor at Saint-Sulpice, before being appointed to Notre-Dame-de-Paris in
1900. Vierne was born blind with congenital cataracts and despite several
operation attempts, remained so for his entire life. (There is a seemingly
established tradition of blind organists and composers in the French school.)
Vierne is known for his Symphonies for the organ (full length, half hour works,
using the organ as an orchestra, at the height of such masterful writing) but as
a liturgical organist he produced several smaller works as well. The “Carillon”
imitates the melodic theme of the great bells of the clock tower at Westminster
Palace in London, Its melody was originally composed in 1793 for a clock tower
at St. Mary the Great, the University Church at Cambridge, England.

Christian Education Corner
Rally Day is Sunday October 18. Be prepared for a nontraditional Rally Day.
We are prayerfully making preparations to offer lessons, activities and
connections during our times. The safety of all is our primary concern. Please
reach out to me at 882-4861 or lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org.
Nursery care is temporarily suspended due to COVID-19.
Family Activity - Look for a family activity today, Sunday September 13, to
accompany the message. Please check for my email or the link on our website.
Confirmation 2020-2021 - Confirmands, parents and mentors will meet today,
Sunday September 13, from 11:30 AM -12:30 PM via Zoom. Look for Rev.
Ken’s email.
The class will meet at Lull Farm on Saturday, September 26 at 11:00 AM for
apple picking.
The first class starts on Sunday, October 4, 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM in the dining
room.
The CE Board will meet on Monday September 14 at 7:00 PM via Zoom.
We will approve the minutes and map a plan moving forward.
Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current
The First Church Cyclists will meet for four rides this fall. The group invites
anyone, regardless of age or ability, to join for some fun, fresh air, fellowship
and most importantly, ice cream. All rides begin at 2:00 PM. Rain dates will be
on the following Sunday. Contact Ray Baldwin or the church office for more
information.
The schedule:
Sunday, September 13: Bruce Freeman Rail Trail, Cross Point in Chelmsford, MA;
13.6 miles
Sunday, September 27: Windham/Derry Rail Trail, Manning St., Derry, NH;
13.6 miles
Sunday, October 11: Minuteman Bikeway, Depot Park, Bedford, MA; 20.6 miles
Sunday, October 25: Nashua River Rail Trail, Gilson Rd. at Countryside Dr.,
Nashua, NH; 24 miles
++++

Wednesday Morning Men meets online 8:00-9:00 AM. This season we
continue reading Wayne Muller’s “A Life of Being, Having, and Doing Enough.”
Contact the church office or Rev. Andy for the link. Reminder: One need not
commit to all sessions in order to benefit, so drop by as you’re able. New folks
and friends are encouraged to join in.

First Church Worship on WSMN AM 1590 and FM 95.3 begins today. Rev.
Andy has stepped aside from his radio show to allow First Church worship
services to air live on our local radio station. We’re excited that this will offer
yet another opportunity for our members and friends to connect with us. It’s
also an excellent way to reach our neighbors.
++++

All Board Virtual Worship on September 14 at 6:30 PM - Please join The
Ministry Team as we kick off the Fall Board Meetings with our customary
worship service, but this time online. Rev. Ken will offer a farewell message to
our church leaders. Whether or not your board or committee is meeting, you
are welcome to attend. The service will be uploaded to our Youtube station to
be viewed later for your convenience - if need be.
++++

New Young Adult Ministry: Transitions - Few seasons in life are as exciting
and challenging than when one is a recent graduate and has entered college,
the job market, or the military. This is a time in life when we are asking big
questions of ourselves: “Who am I?”, “What do I want out of life?”, “What do I
really believe?” Rev. Andy will host an online conversation of no more than an
hour every other Wednesday at noon beginning on September 16. It will be
an opportunity to hear what others are finding and facing and share a few
laughs. Our discussions will be confidential and one need not be confirmed or
convinced of one’s faith to join in. Please e-mail Rev. Andy if you have any
questions and to obtain the link.
++++

Confirmation Sunday, September 20, 2020 - Please join us in person or
online for our 10:00 AM worship service. During this special service, the
Confirmation Class of 2020 will be confirming their faith and joining our church
as full members. We hope that you are able to participate in this special
moment in the life of our church.
++++

First Church: Virtual Town Hall - September 24 at 7:00 PM - We’ve been on
an extraordinary journey as Church since the pandemic altered our lives. While
the church building may have closed and/or restricted our movements because
of social distancing, we’ve put forth extraordinary efforts to be together in
different ways. In our gathering, you’ll hear brief descriptions from our staff and
leaders about what we’ve done and are doing to be a faithful church in our
times. Highlights will include our plans to reconfigure our ministry in light of Rev.
Ken’s new call, updates to the in-person and online worship, improvements
made to our facility, our financial picture and stewardship plans for 2021. There
will be opportunity for questions and answers, too. Look for the link to
forthcoming e-news or call the office.

A New Member Informational Meeting is being planned for Sunday,
September 27, following the 10:00 service in room 10 for those interested in
learning more about our faith community and becoming a member. Contact the
church office for more information and to register.
++++

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality (WWS) will have their first gathering on
Sunday September 27 at 11:30 AM in the dining room under social distance
protocols. During the fall, we will continue to meet on the second and fourth
Sundays of each month. Second Sundays will be via Zoom and fourth Sundays
will be in the church dining room. Our topic of study is yet to be
determined. Please check the church bulletin and/or website for the
forthcoming announcement.
++++

The thrift shop will be closed this fall, due to COVID. Please take your
clothing donations to the Salvation Army or Goodwill.
++++

The Beauty of Flowers in Our Worship Service - If you wish to provide
flowers for the pulpit on Sunday morning to honor God, to remember a loved
one, or mark a special occasion, please call the church office. Purchase flower
arrangements from your favorite florist or create them from flowers you have
purchased or grown.
++++

First Church Holiday Fair Silent Auction – If you would like to make a
donation, please contact Rebecca Small or the church office. We accept all
items. These can be handmade items, gift cards to your own personal business
or local establishments, a basket that you put together with any theme in mind
or if you’d like to donate any small amount of a gift card Rebecca is happy to
put them together in a larger basket. All items are very much appreciated.
Thank you in advance for your support of this year’s Holiday Fair.
++++

The craft group will meet in the dining room on Wednesday, September 16
at 4:00 PM. Please contact Jocelyn Henning with any questions.
++++

Music in Worship Next Week
Sunday, September 20, 2020
8:30 & 10:00 Joseph R. Olefirowicz, baritone

Calling All First Church Vegetable Gardeners. We Need Your Help! The
Unitarian Church in collaboration with Grow Nashua has opened a Lil’ Free
Farm Stand to benefit the French Hill neighborhood by providing free healthy
produce on Sunday afternoons. Their stand is located on Grove Street behind
the White Wing Nursery School and is open for distribution 12:30 PM - 3:00 PM.
We are inviting First Church gardeners to support their effort by bringing in a
few of your fresh vegetables to First Church on Sunday mornings in September
and October from 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM. There will be marked collection baskets
at the edge of our church courtyard for drop off.
Requested produce: Zucchini, Summer Squash, Winter Squash, Tomatoes,
Onions, Potatoes, Peppers, Eggplant, Carrots, Beans, Broccoli, Cabbage,
Cauliflower, Cucumbers and Berries.
++++

The United Way of Greater Nashua is building a “Tech Pantry” to support
the needs, of local school kids. The pantry will be filled with “gently used”
laptops, tablets, iPads, etc., which a team of volunteers will wipe clean and
configure to go back out in support of remote learning. If you have items to
donate, contact info@unitedwaynashua.org. Monetary donations are also
accepted: https://www.tinyurl.com/uwgncovid19.
++++

2020 CROP Hunger Walk: "Walking Together Apart" - This year's CROP
Hunger walk will be different, just as life is different for all of us right now. We
invite people to walk anytime between October 1 and October 25 in small
groups.
Sarah Creaney is First Church's liaison for the walk. She has created a team
page at the below link. If you would like to sign up a walker or donate to a
walker or the First Church UCC team, please go to the link:
www.crophungerwalk.org/nashuanh/FirstChurchUCC
More details will follow in the October newsletter and upcoming bulletins.
++++

Thank You Project’s 6th Annual Water Walk - This year, the walk will be a
virtual event. Between September 27 and October 27, you are invited to walk
on your own with your friends and family. Take pictures and videos of your walks
and share them on your Facebook page for everyone to see. To make a
donation,
go
to
the
Thank
You
Project’s
website
page:
https://thankyouproject.org/

THE FIRST CHURCH
STAFF
Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Youth and Families, Rev. Ken McGarry, kmcgarry@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org
Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org
Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org
Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org
Sexton, Bruce Lund
Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans

WELCOME
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who
are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill
out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or
hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in
Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church
please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and
committees.

INFORMATION
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day
Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the
tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United
Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and
seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the
church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the
first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely
by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.

PASTORAL CARE
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow,
and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized.

COMMUNICATIONS
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that
we may keep our records current.
All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for
the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.
All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary.

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861
Office Hours: Closed until further notice.
Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook

