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Gathered December 16, 1685 
 

 

 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Morning Worship 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

September 27, 2020                                  10:00 AM 
 

 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

 
 
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

TOWER CHIMES                                         Jim Stone 
 

 
 
 

 
 

MEDITATION     “We are always on the anvil; by trials God is  
shaping us for higher things.”            Henry Ward Beecher         

 
 
 
 
 
 

PRELUDE  Sonata No. 1 in E-flat Major, BWV 525     J. S. Bach 

      ii. Adagio          (1685 – 1750) 

  
 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP           (based on Psalm 25) 
Leader: We lift up our souls to you, Holy God. 
People: We trust the Lord with our past, present, and future. 
Leader: Teach us, Lord, that we may know your ways. 
People: Guide our every move, Holy One, that we may walk in your paths of 

love and mercy. 
Leader: Let us worship the Lord who leads us in what is right and good. 
All:  Together, let us worship God! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #195  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name    CORONATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION   (inspired by Exodus 17: 1-7, John 4)* 
Leader: God of mercy, hear the prayers of your thirsting people. For every  
  time we have attributed your miracles in our lives to our own hands, 
People: Forgive us, we pray. 
Leader: For every time we promised to trust you but turned to our own way 

when your response did not come soon enough or in the way we 
expected, 

People: Grant us mercy, O God. 
Leader: For the many opportunities to extend forgiveness that we have 

refused, 
People: Show us what it means to love, again, dear Lord. 
Leader: For each way we put our own understandings above your wisdom, 

for each time we resist your command to be reconciled with those 
who believe differently from us, 

People: Direct us in the way of peace, we pray. 
Leader: For our silent sins, our quiet acts of violence, and our indifference to 

the suffering around us, 
People: Forgive us, Loving One, and quench our thirst with your grace; 

Remake us into vessels of tenderness and compassion.  For Christ’s 
sake we pray.  Amen. 

 

 A time of silence for personal confession. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE      (inspired by Romans 5, John 4) 
Leader: Because of God’s great love for us, we have peace with God and 

access to God’s grace all through Jesus Christ who, while we were 
still sinners, died to free us from the bondage of sin.  Therefore, we 
may ask of Christ to give us the living water that quenches the 
dryness of our souls. In this we know we are forgiven. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

*PRAISE #15/3 Praise to the Lord                 LOBE DEN HERREN 

   Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee. 
Ponder a new What the Almighty can do, 
If with his love he befriend thee.  Amen. 

 

 

GREETINGS 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 Alton Jeffrey LaRocque, born December 11, 2018 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

 



PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS                                  Exodus 17:1-7 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by 
stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water 
for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water 
to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test 
the LORD?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained 
against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children 
and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do with this 
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead 
of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the 
staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on 
the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people 
may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place 
Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, 
“Is the LORD among us or not?” 
                  Matthew 21:23-32 
 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did 
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued 
with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not 
believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard 
John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and 
went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but 
he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus 
said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and 
you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even 
after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 
   Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
   People: Thanks be to God.  
 

GOSPEL RESPONSE Thanks Be to Thee           T. Tallis 
     STAFF SINGER QUARTET                    (1505 – 1585) 
 

ANTHEM   Incline Thine Ear, O Lord        A. A. Archangelsky 
                                            (1846 – 1924) 
 

SERMON          “The Hammer and the Anvil”   Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 



*HYMN #151  O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High DEO GRACIAS 

 



RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH             Philippians 2:5-11  
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human 
likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became 
obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. Therefore God also 
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father. 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE  
  Thou Wilt Keep Him in Perfect Peace            Scottish Psalter 
                            (1615) 

 
OFFERTORY  Almighty God, the Fountain of all Wisdom      E. Farrar 

                          (1885 – 1918) 
 

 

*THE DOXOLOGY #515                              OLD HUNDRETH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

All Loving and Powerful God with this offering we give you our allegiance; we 
proclaim you Lord over our lives, over our families, over our finances, over our 
future. We give you thanks for all you have given us, and all we have the 
privilege to give. Use these gifts for the work of your church, we pray in Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 
 



*HYMN #223  O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing                 AZMON 

 

DISMISSAL   
Kindly be seated after the Benedictus and remain seated for the Postlude.  
After the Postlude, ushers will dismiss the congregation row by row. 
We ask you to exit through the rear sanctuary door closest to your pew section.  
Those in need of handicap accessibility are welcome to use the link and elevator. 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTUS  Sevenfold Amen          J. Stainer 
                                    (1840 – 1901) 
 

POSTLUDE  Prelude, Fugue and Chaconne in C       D. Buxtehude 
                                   (1637 – 1707) 

 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

 

 

*from Thirsting for Grace: Service Prayers for the Third Sunday of Lent, written by the Rev. Renee C. 
Jackson.  Posted on the United Church of Christ’s Worship Ways website: 
http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/ 
 

COVER ART:  Moses Strikes Water from the Rock – Jacopo Tintoretto, 1577 
DEACON OF THE DAY: Jeanne Chaloner 
GUEST ORGANIST:  Johnna Ross 
GUEST CHOIR DIRECTOR:  Eric Ruthenberg 
STAFF SINGER QUARTET: 

Janet Poisson, soprano – Melissa Piantedosi, alto 
Timothy Ayers-Kerr, tenor – Mark A. Cleveland, bass 

HYMNS:  CCLI#3034682, Source:  Pilgrim Hymnal 

 
 



************************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE 
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

************************************************************************* 
DVD RECORDINGS ARE MADE OF THE SERVICE AND 

ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR BORROWING. 

************************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

************************************************************************* 
 
 

Sunday Worship, Beginning October 4 
 

8:30 and 10:00 AM 
 Indoor Worship in the Sanctuary 

Live and livestreaming 
On air on WSMN AM 1590 and FM 95.3 

 

Masks must be worn at all times inside the building. 
Social distancing practices are expected of the attendees for indoor worship. 

 ENTRY: North side only, using the Courtyard entrance (where elevator use is 
available) 

 EXIT:  Instructions will be given at the close of the worship service. 
 

Office and Building use  

 The Church Office will remain closed through the month of September (available by 
phone and by appointment) 

 The First Church remains closed to all outside group use through the month of 
December. 

 In-Church small group use of the dining room available only through the church 
office. 

Pastoral Care 
Your ministers are available 24/7 to talk and pray with you as need arises.  

 Rev. Andy:  978-844-2617 (mobile) 

 Rev. Jami:   603-325-0772 (mobile) 
 

Please refer to the church’s website for all of our  
COVID-19 updates and ministries: tfcucc.org 

 
 

 
Rev. Andy will lead a New Member Informational Meeting 

today, following the 10:00 service in room 10 in the Walker Building. 
Please join us to learn more about our faith community  

and how to become a member. 

 



Christian Education Corner 
Rally Day is Sunday October 18.  Be prepared for a nontraditional Rally Day.  We are 
prayerfully making preparations to offer lessons, activities and connections during our 
times.  The safety of all is our primary concern.  Please reach out to LeeAnne Steenhoek, 
Director of Christian Formation in the church office. 
 

Nursery care is temporarily suspended due to COVID-19.  
 

Family Activity - Look for a family activity today, Sunday September 27, to accompany 
the message.  Please check for LeeAnne’s email or the link on our website. 
 

Confirmation 2020-2021 - The first class starts on Sunday, October 4, 11:30 AM - 12:30 
PM in the dining room.  
 

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality (WWS) meets today at 11:30 AM in the dining room 
under social distance protocols.  During the fall, we will continue to meet on the second 
and fourth Sundays of each month.  Second Sundays will be via Zoom and fourth Sundays 
will be in the church dining room.   

++++ 

Young Adult Ministry: Transitions – The group meets every Wednesday from 12:00 to 
1:00 PM.  Rev. Andy will begin each meeting with a Devotion (Scripture lesson, refection 
and prayer) related to our spiritual need in relation to current events.  There will be 
conversation to follow.  One need not stay for the entirety of the meeting and friends are 
welcome to join in.  Please e-mail Rev. Andy if you have any questions. A link the group 
will be provided in the e-news or by calling the office. 

++++ 

Bible, Friends and Coffee - We will have a special gathering in the Courtyard (outdoors) 
on October 5 at 9:30 AM, weather permitting. This will be a chance for us to enjoy each 
other’s company, a hot cup of coffee and a study with Rev. Andy.  

++++ 

The First Church Cyclists Group invites anyone, regardless of age or ability, to join for 
some fun, fresh air, fellowship and most importantly, ice cream. All rides begin at 2:00 PM. 
Rain dates will be on the following Sunday.  Contact Ray Baldwin or the church office for 
more information.  The schedule:  Today, September 27: Windham/Derry Rail Trail, 
Manning St., Derry, NH 
Sunday, October 11: Minuteman Bikeway, Depot Park, Bedford, MA 
Sunday, October 25:  Nashua River Rail Trail, Gilson Rd. at Countryside Dr., Nashua, NH 

++++ 

Wednesday Morning Men meets online 8:00-9:00 AM.  This season we continue reading 
Wayne Muller’s “A Life of Being, Having, and Doing Enough.” Contact the church office or 
Rev. Andy for the link.  Reminder: One need not commit to all sessions in order to benefit, 
so drop by as you’re able.  New folks and friends are encouraged to join in. 

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, October 4, 2020 
8:30 & 10:00 Staff Singer Quartet 



The Holiday Fair Silent Auction will be an ALL VIRTUAL event this year. This means 
anyone wishing to donate should deliver items to the church or to Rebecca Small by 
October 24th - or earlier - so she has time to take photos of all items and post them online 
before the Silent Auction is opened up to everyone. Thank you to those who have already 
donated. Please contact Rebecca with any questions. Her contact information is in the 
church directory or you may call the church office.  
 

More information about the fair will be forthcoming, but the hope is to offer some larger 
craft items, jams, pickled beets, and other preserves virtually as well. Contact Jocelyn 
Henning with any questions. 

++++ 

Thanksgiving Baskets and White Dove/Silver Dove Programs - Our programs will be 
modified this year as we will not be able to do sign-ups following church services.  Anyone 
who is interested in participating in either program (or both) should contact Carol Butler as 
soon as possible (phone number and email address are in the church directory or call the 
church office).  This will give her an idea as to how many families we can take on.  Shopping 
is an issue for many so she asking for volunteer shoppers as well.  More information will 
be forthcoming. 

++++ 

Calling All First Church Vegetable Gardeners... The Unitarian Church in collaboration 
with Grow Nashua has opened a farm stand to benefit the French Hill neighborhood. If you 
have vegetables to share, we encourage you to bring them to First Church on Sunday 
mornings in September and October and put them in the baskets provided. Requested 
produce: Zucchini, Summer Squash, Winter Squash, Tomatoes, Onions, Potatoes, 
Peppers, Eggplant, Carrots, Beans, Broccoli, Cabbage, Cauliflower, Cucumbers and 
Berries.   

++++ 

The United Way of Greater Nashua is building a “Tech Pantry” to support the needs, 
of local school kids.  The pantry will be filled with “gently used” laptops, tablets, iPads, etc., 
which a team of volunteers will wipe clean and configure to go back out in support of remote 
learning.  If you have items to donate, contact info@unitedwaynashua.org.  Monetary 
donations are also accepted: https://www.tinyurl.com/uwgncovid19. 

++++ 

2020 CROP Hunger Walk: "Walking Together Apart" - This year's CROP Hunger walk 
will be different, just as life is different for all of us right now.  We invite people to walk 
anytime between October 1 and October 25 in small groups.  
Sarah Creaney is First Church's liaison for the walk.  She has created a team page at the 
below link.  If you would like to sign up a walker or donate to a walker or the First Church 
UCC team, please go to: www.crophungerwalk.org/nashuanh/FirstChurchUCC 

++++ 

Thank You Project’s 6th Annual Water Walk will be a virtual event.  Between September 
27 and October 27, you are invited to walk on your own with your friends and family. Take 
pictures and videos of your walks and share them on your Facebook page for everyone to 
see. To make a donation, go to the Thank You Project’s website page: 
https://thankyouproject.org/ 
 
 

mailto:info@unitedwaynashua.org
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/nashuanh/FirstChurchUCC


THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church 

please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and 

committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

 
Office Hours:  Closed until further notice. 

 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 

Find us on Facebook 
 


