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First Church Messenger 

First Church was gathered in 1685 September 2020 

“And God is able to make all grace 
abound to you, so that always having 
all sufficiency in everything, you 
may have an abundance for every 
good deed…”   2 Corinthians 9:8 
 

Once I have a plan and my mind is 
set on something to do, it is difficult 
for me to let it go and go with the 
flow. I’m not alone. We are taught 
that success requires determination. 
Our Holy Scriptures and secular lit-
erature all refer to perseverance as a 
priceless virtue, then came COVID 
19.  
 

Who among us is not exhausted and 
frustrated from revisiting and revis-
ing plans we thought made sense at 
one moment only to go back to the 
proverbial drawing board and try, 
try, again. Actually, COVID 19 is an 
extreme form of what happens to us 
most days---times when we must 
change our plans: something we 
thought was going to take place 
doesn’t, someone doesn’t do what 
they said were going to do, you 
made less money than you thought, 
someone with more power than you 
changed the plan without your con-
sent, you ran out of time, something 
unexpected came up---on and on it 
goes.  
 

The Good News I have to share with 
you is that God’s grace, as Paul tells 
the Corinthians, is sufficient. Few 
lives in all scripture were disrupted 
like The Apostle Paul’s. From the 
moment Christ thwarted his plans to 
persecute the fledgling church in 

Damascus, his life and intentions 
were in constant upheaval. Rivalry 
with the disciples, beatings, trials, 
and imprisonment; still Paul never 
wavered in his faith. He trusted that 
God was working through his plans 
regardless of the unexpected twists 
and turns. 
 

I expected a very different fall at 
First Church; a full ministerial team, 
Rally Day, the resumption of wor-
ship and our choirs, and our Sunday 
School as we’ve known it and so 
many programs. Well, we’ve had to 
revise our plans. Still, you’ll see in 
this month’s Messenger our Spirit-
filled intentions “for abundance in 
every good deed.”  And some of 
these plans may change again, still, 
with the Apostle Paul 
we can declare that 
God’s grace is suffi-
cient, which allows us 
to choose faith over 
frustration.  
 

Here are a few of the 
ministries-new and recurring- that 
are coming to you virtually this fall: 
 
 

Empty Nest Fellowship resumes 
online on September 8 at 7:00 PM 
This Fellowship is open to all parent/
s who have, or are about to have, an 
“Empty Nest”, or if your child/
children have left the nest, and is/are 
now back in your homes as adults.  
We meet for fun and fellowship and 
discuss important themes associated 
with the transition we are making to 
life with an “Empty Nest". This fall 
we’ll be meeting every second Tues-
day of the month.  
As we kick off a new season, we’ll 
begin online. This month’s theme 
will explore The Empty Nest During 
A Pandemic: Facing Your Fear and 
Grief in 2020. We’ve lived with our 
own fears and grief and have felt 
those experienced by our young 

adults. We’ll talk about what they’ve 
been and how we’ve found ways to 
cope. If you have any questions, plan 
to attend the September meeting, or 
want more information please e-mail 
Dianne Smigliani at 
dsmiglinani@TFCUCC.org. A link 
to the meeting will be provided in e-
news or via email.   
 
 

Wednesday Morning Men’s  
Weekly Study resumes online on 

September 9 at 8:00 AM.  
This season we’ll continue reading 
Wayne Muller’s “A Life of Being, 
Having, and Doing Enough.” We 
pick up with the Chapter 40 entitled 
“the Seduction of Artificial Emer-
gency.” We’ll gather online on 
Wednesdays from 8-9 AM. Look for 

the link in forth coming 
bulletins, e-mails and 
on our church 
webpage. Reminder: 
One need not commit 
to all sessions in order 
to benefit, so drop by 

as you’re able. New folks and friends 
are encouraged to join in. The link to 
join will be provided in e-news or by 
calling the office.  
 
 

First Church Worship on WSMN 
AM 1590 and FM 95.3 beginning 

September 13 
That’s right! Rev. Andy has stepped 
aside from his radio show to allow 
First Church worship services to air 
live on our local radio station. We’re 
excited that this will offer yet anoth-
er opportunity for our members and 
friends to connect with us. It’s also 
an excellent way to reach our neigh-
bors. Many thanks to Rev. Ken,  
Caryl Sullivan, Craig Neth, Roy 
Rumbaugh, Joseph Olefirowicz and 
Chris Guild whose insights and ef-
forts in establishing our virtual min-
istry made this possible.  
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All Boards meet vir tually on Mon-
day, September 14.  The evening be-
gins with worship at 6:30 PM. 
 

Baptism - Any adult desir ing to be 
baptized or to have their child bap-
tized is asked to call the church office 
to schedule an appointment with one 
of the pastors. 
 

Bible, Friends, and Coffee  Bible 
Study will not meet this fall. Class 
will resume in January. Contact the 
church office for more information.  
 

Hospitalizations - If you or  a fami-
ly member is hospitalized, please 
contact the church office. 
 

Membership - An informational ses-
sion will be held on Sunday, Septem-
ber 27 for those wishing to learn 
more about our faith community and 
become members. For more  infor-
mation, please call the church office. 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is 
looking for new members.  Contact 
Karen Bianchi, 603-897-0788 or 
kbianchister@gmail.com, for more 
information about getting involved 
with the group. 
 

Help Keep our  Records Current. 
If you have a change of name, ad-
dress, phone number or email address 
please let the church office know.  
 

Visit our website at 
www.tfcucc.org to view all the ac-
tivities and events going on at First 
Church.  If you would like to receive 

notification that the newsletter has 
been posted, sign up at the bottom of 
the “newsletter” page.  If you wish to 
go paperless, please notify Sue 
Englander to have your name re-
moved from the mailing list.   
Find us on Facebook at:  
https://www.facebook.com/tfc 

 

 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR THE 
NEWSETTER IS THE SECOND 

MONDAY OF THE MONTH.  

The October deadline is Monday, 
September 14. Please send articles to 

Sue Englander.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

Sympathy is extended to: the family 
and friends of Mary Woodman, who 
passed away on August 5.  

 

 

 

 

September 
 09/01 Jane Washburn 
 09/05 Chris Walker 
 09/14 Bonnie Houle 
 09/14 Paul Lamont 
 09/16 Martha Anderson 
 09/20 Chris Guild 
 09/23 Klavs Salgals 
 09/25 Sheila Latham 
 09/28 Jack Sullivan 

First Church Holiday 
Fair News 

Plans are going forward in anticipa-
tion of holding the Holiday Fair on 
November 6 and 7.  
 

If you would like to make a donation 
to the Silent Auction, please contact 
Rebecca Small or the church office. 
We accept all items.  These can be 
handmade items, gift cards to your 
own personal business or local es-
tablishments, a basket that you put 
together with any theme in mind or 
if you’d like to donate any small 
amount of a gift card Rebecca is 
happy to put them together in a larg-
er basket.  All items are very much 
appreciated.  Thank you in advance 
for your support of this year’s Holi-
day Fair. 
 

The craft committee continues to 
meet to make crafts. If you wish to 
help make crafts, contact Jocelyn 
Henning for more information.  The 
next craft session will be held on 
Wednesday, September 16 at 4:00 
PM in the dining room.  
 

There are still some summer, silk 
flower arrangements in bright, beau-
tiful colors available for sale.   Click 
on the following link, https://
tfcucc.org/craft-fair-presales-flower-
arrangement-sales-2020/ or visit the 
Holiday Fair page under “Serve” on 
the church website to view the ar-
rangements.  Directions for payment 
are included on the page.  Call the 
church office for more information.  

 

 

 

 

Thank You Project’s  
6th Annual Water Walk 

 

This year, the walk will be a virtual 
event. Between September 27 and 
October 27, you are invited to walk 
on your own with your friends and 
family.  
 

Take pictures and videos of your 
walks and share them on your Face-
book page for everyone to see. 
 

To make a donation, go to the 
Thank You Project’s website page: 
https://thankyouproject.org/ 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=newsletter%20deadline&entry_date=1%2F1%2F0001&image_type=cl
https://tfcucc.org/craft-fair-presales-flower-arrangement-sales-2020/
https://tfcucc.org/craft-fair-presales-flower-arrangement-sales-2020/
https://tfcucc.org/craft-fair-presales-flower-arrangement-sales-2020/
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New Young Adult Ministry:  

Transitions 
Few seasons in life are as exciting 
and challenging than when one is a 
recent graduate and has entered col-
lege, the job market, or the military. 
This is a time in life when we are 
asking big questions of ourselves: 
“Who am I?”, “What do I want out 
of life?”, “What do I really be-
lieve?” Rev. Andy will host an 
online conversation of no more than 
an hour every other Wednesday at 
noon beginning on September 16. 
It’ll be an opportunity to hear what 
others are finding and facing and 
share a few laughs. Our discussions 
will be confidential and one need 
not be confirmed or convinced of 
one’s faith to join in. Please e-mail 
Rev. Andy if you have any ques-
tions. A link the group will be pro-
vided in the e-news or by calling the 
office.    

 
All Board Virtual Worship on  

September 14 at 6:30 PM 
Please join The Ministry Team as 
we kick off the Fall Board Meetings 
with our customary worship service, 
but this time online. Rev. Ken will 
offer a farewell message to our 
church leaders. Whether or not your 
board or committee is meeting, you 
are welcome to attend. The service 
will be uploaded to our Youtube 
station to be viewed later for your 
convenience---if need be.  
 

First Church Virtual Town Hall  
September 24 at 7:00 PM 

We’ve been on an extraordinary 
journey as Church since the pan-
demic altered our lives. While the 
church building may have closed 
and/or restricted our movements 
because of social distancing, we’ve 
put forth extraordinary efforts to be 
together in different ways. In our 
gathering, you’ll hear brief descrip-
tions from our staff and leaders 
about what we’ve done and are do-
ing to be a faithful church in our 
times. Highlights will include our 
plans to reconfigure our ministry in 
light of Rev. Ken’s new call, up-
dates to the in-person and online 
worship, improvements made to our 
facility, our financial picture and 

 
 
 

Thrift Shop Closed 
 for the Fall 

 

Due to the COVID pandemic and 
distancing restrictions, the thrift 
shop will not open this fall. 
 

We will not accept clothing dona-
tions at the time. Please take them to 
Goodwill or the Salvation Army. 
 

The hope is that the thrift shop will 
be able to open in the spring. Stay 
tuned! 

stewardship plans for 2021. There 
will be opportunity for questions and 
answers, too. Look for the link to 
forthcoming e-news or call the of-
fice.  

Sunflowers and Bees 

By Bruce Lund 
 

This spring, the Title 1 staff asked me to 
plant Giant Sunflowers so the students could 
see some really big plants in September. So 
now we have tall sunflowers along the east 
side of the Walker Building and one adjacent 
to the parking lot by the apartment building. 
 
 

Everything about this plant -- 8-foot high 
stalks, elephant ear sized leaves, huge flow-
ers -- is over-sized and catches our attention.  
And while we may not notice, this sunflower 

also produces prodigious amounts of pollen and nectar which draws in many 
kinds of insects. Shown below are two species of female bees with different 
collecting techniques to carry pollen back to young 
in their ground nests. 
 
 

The smaller bee is one of the Long-horned Bees, 
so-called for the extremely long antennae (on the 
males).  To collect as much pollen as possible per 
visit, these bees have evolved hairy brushes on their 
hind legs into which large quantities of sticky pollen 

accumulate to form their 
distinctive bulging yel-
low “pantaloons”.   
 

 
 
The noticeably larger Bumblebee collects pollen in 
a bowl-shaped structure surrounded by hairs on the 
undersides of their hind legs where they pack com-
pact globs of sticky pollen to carry back to their 
young.   

United Way Building a 
Tech Pantry 

The United 
Way of Greater 
Nashua is 
building a 
“Tech Pantry” 
to support the 
needs, mostly, of local school kids. 
The pantry will be filled with 
“gently used” laptops, tablets, 
iPads… which a team of volunteers 
will wipe clean and configure to go 
back out in support of remote learn-
ing. 
 

If you have items to donate, contact 
info@unitedwaynashua.org. Mone-
tary donations are also needed: 
https://www.tinyurl.com/
uwgncovid19 

mailto:info@unitedwaynashua.org
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Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality  
Gathers for a Picnic 

 

Group to Resume on September 27 
 

Rev. Jami and ten women from Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality (WWS) got 
together at Greeley Park on August 7th.  As you can see by the photos, we had a 
socially distanced blast!  We had so much fun it was decided, among the ten, to 
do this again come fall.  So stay tuned. 
 

WWS will have their first gathering on Sunday September 27 in the dining room 
under social distance protocols.  During the fall we will continue to meet the 
second and fourth Sundays (generally) of each month.  Second Sundays will be 
via Zoom and fourth Sundays will be in the church dining room with the excep-
tion of September 27th which will be in Nauss Hall.  Our topic of study is yet to 
be determined.  Please check the church bulletin and/or web-site for the forth-
coming announcement. 

Group Organizes Fifty-four Backpacks 
for Nashua Soup Kitchen Program 

 

The Board of Christian Outreach thanks everyone who donated to the Nashua 
Soup Kitchen and Shelter’s backpack program this summer.  We received over 
$2300 and a dozen super volunteers filled 54 backpacks with 14 to 20 different 
supplies in each backpack. There were some extra supplies (purchased with the 
donations) that were sent with the backpacks as well. Special thanks to Joe and 
Mary Beth Glajch, Jocelyn and John Henning, and the Outreach Committee for 
all their help! 

 

2020 CROP Hunger 
Walk: "Walking  
Together Apart" 

 

This year's CROP Hunger walk will 
be different, just as life is different 
for all of us right now.  We invite 
people to walk anytime between Oc-
tober 1st and October 25th in 
small groups. Walk with your with 
family, church family or friends, 
wherever you wish to walk.  As 
walkers, you will collect cash or 
check donations or by online dona-
tions.  We encourage walkers to 
wear CROP Walk shirts from previ-
ous years.  Take photos or videos of 
your walk that you can share on so-
cial media. 
 

Sarah Creaney is First Church's liai-
son for the walk.  She has created a 
team page at the below link.  If you 
would like to sign up a walker or 
donate to a walker or the First 
Church UCC team, please go to the 
link: 
www.crophungerwalk.org/nashuanh/
FirstChurchUCC 
 

Please reach out to Sarah with any 
questions:  
sarah.creaney@gmail.com 
 

More details will follow in the Octo-
ber newsletter and weekly bulletins. 

 
New Member  

Informational Session 
 

Sunday, September 27 
Following the 10:00  

Service 
 

This session is for anyone 
who is interested in learning 
more about our faith commu-
nity and becoming a member. 
Contact the church office for 
more information and to regis-
ter. 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/nashuanh/FirstChurchUCC
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/nashuanh/FirstChurchUCC
mailto:sarah.creaney@gmail.com
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Our Dog Days of Summer Have Been Holy 
 

Jonathan is a dog person.  Me?  I’m a cat person.  Luckily, I can tolerate our dog, as long as she minds her own busi-
ness.  And Jonathan can abide our cat as long as he catches mice.  Jonathan likes to say, “And what is DOG spelled 
backwards?”  I have no retort for that.  And even though our fifteen-year-old black lab is more or less on her last leg, 

which means she smells, wanders away from home, can’t scare off deer any-
more, and is deafer than a post, I love that dog more than ever.  I love Maggie. 
 
 

There’s something holy about having to let go of things in our lives, especially 
when it’s something difficult to let go of.  For instance, I was once forced to 
let go of my all my seminary papers, writings I had saved since the beginning 
of my studies.  My plan was to refer to them in my future work as sermon 
writer.  They went up in smoke in 2010 by a fire that took down Jonathan’s 
studio and an outbuilding used to store our camping equipment, photos, tax 
records, and my accumulated seminary work.  Poof gone.  I didn’t so much 
mind the incinerated tax records but the loss of my love letters to Jonathan, 
and the years of his personal journals, took an emotional toll.  We learned a lot 

about humility that year, like how to receive from others, how to stand up for ourselves with the insurance company, 
and how incredibly fortunate we were that our house did not burn down.  Two other families in our town that year were 
not so lucky.  We all learned just how not in control we are.  As the poet/author David Whyte says, To have a tempo-
rary, isolated sense of power over all events and circumstances, is a lovely illusionary privilege and perhaps the prime 
and most beautifully constructed conceit of being human and especially of being youthfully human, but it is a privilege 
that must be surrendered with that same youth, with ill health, with accident, with the loss of loved ones who do not 
share our untouchable powers; powers eventually and most emphatically given up, as we approach our last breath. 
 
 

This past summer Jonathan and I let go of our privacy, willingly.  We invited Jonathan’s brother David—who is having 
memory issues—to come live with us.  David needs family more than ever and we need him more than we first real-
ized.  I misplaced my work keys for the whole month of May, leaving them in a raincoat pocket…drat that Covid-19 
for making life so confusing. It wasn’t until David and I were going out together one rainy evening that I found them.  
What was lost was found.  When I found them I did a little jig with David and Jonathan, singing David’s praises, and 
no doubt deepening the relationship between the three of us. 
 
 

Privacy is such a first world privilege.  And in the scheme of things such a small thing to let go of.   
 
 

In the gospel according to Luke, Jesus tells the parable about a rich fool, a man who had so many crops that he decided 
to build bigger barns to store them in, not to share with his neighbors or with those less fortunate.  After he pulls down 
his old barns and stores his abundant grains and goods in the new ones, he says to himself, “I will tell my soul, Soul, 
you have many goods laid up for years.  Take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.  But God said to him, You foolish 
one.  Tonight your soul is required of you (12:16-21)…”  In other words, the man died and his full barns served him no 
longer.  Poof gone. 
 

So many of us have had to let go of things, situations, even people this past summer.  I think of married church elders 
forced to separate for weeks because of Covid.  I think of the children who have had to stop playing sports, let alone be 
in classrooms April, May, and June.  Or what about those who graduated both high school and college without any 
pomp and circumstance?  And it breaks my heart to imagine those who have had to forego funeral services for their 
loved ones because of pandemic limitations.  Again, and with all humility, I say there is something holy about the act of 
letting go.  Let go and let God, as some very wise souls have said. 
 
 

I pray you too will reflect on your vulnerabilities and your losses from this past summer and, hopefully, uncover some-
thing holy within.  As David Whyte says, The only choice we have as we mature is how we inhabit our vulnerability, 
how we become larger and more courageous and more compassionate through our intimacy with disappearance, our 
choice is to inhabit vulnerability as generous citizens of loss, robustly and fully, or conversely, as misers and complain-
ers, reluctant and fearful, always at the gates of existence, but never bravely and completely attempting to enter, never 
wanting to risk ourselves, never walking fully through the door.  May we all bravely be generous citizens of loss.  
  
 

God bless,  
Rev. Jami            



Christian Education Corner 
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Meet LeeAnne  
Steenhoek, New  

Director of Christian 
 Formation 

 

Greetings and Good-day to you!  I’m 
LeeAnne Steenhoek, 
your new Director of 
Christian Formation.  
My name means Grace 
of the Meadow and 
Stone Corner.  Consid-
ering the grace and 
beauty of our Stone 
Church I am blessed 
indeed to serve you, 
with the help of God.  
My husband, Patrick 
and our daughters Caroline and Gen-
evieve have begun worshipping with 
you these recent weeks.  We are 
grateful for your warm welcome. 
 

God Rocks!  Thanks to so many of 
you who have shared your stories 
with me.  Stories of sharing your 
love and God’s love through my 
small stones of hope and grace, heal-
ing and love.  God Rocks!  Love 
Rocks!  This is our theme this year 
in Christian Faith Formation.  I look 
forward to experiencing how God 
moves and shapes us as we work 
together as Disciples in Christ.  
Many of you have shared your per-
sonal stories of how your love for 
friends, family and neighbors has 
been blessed with the tangible gift of 
a Love Rock.  Thank you.  Thank 
you for trying something with me.  
Thank you for sharing your light of 
God moments with me.  God has 
plans for us.  Surely the Spirit of the 
Lord is in this Space. 
 

I have Corner Stones in my life that 
some call “thin places” such as Hor-
ton Center, our family’s log cabin 
camp named Kokadjo north of 
Moosehead in Kokadjo, ME on First 
Roach Pond.  My home church, East 
Granby Congregational Church, 
UCC raised me.  Pilgrim Pines, Mil-
ler State Park, Pemaquid Point and 
Grand Hill for Easter Sunrise in 

Mont Vernon are all spaces where 
God feels delightfully close. 
 

My brother Jonathan was two and I 
four when we started attending 
church regularly.  Youngest brother 
Ben wouldn’t become the church 
baby for a few years.  One day I 

came upon Mom and 
Jon talking about God.   
Mom:  God is every-
where and knows eve-
rything.  God is inside 
of you Jonathan. 
Jon:  I ate Him?   
Little people ask the 
best questions! 
 

What are your Corner-
stones?  What spaces 

in Creation or personal practices help 
keep you feel connected to The Ho-
ly?  I have a devotional called Jesus 
Calling by Sarah Young as well as 
Richard Roher’s daily meditations 
from the Center for Contemplation 
that keep me grounded in God’s 
word. 
 

Recent years have revealed to me 
that utter abandonment in my trust in 
God brings contentment and joy.  
Faith makes me happy and helps me 
grow.  I’ve had days that I hurt and 
struggle and call out to God literally 
shaking my fist at Heaven.  God has 
responded in the only way God does.  
With Love.  With Joy.  With Com-
passion.   
 

Several of you here at First Church 
have shared your journey with Christ 
with me.  I am grateful for you.  I am 
available to talk in person or on the 
phone.  Email and Facebook are also 
good ways to share. 
 

Our programming is reflective of our 
times in Christian Faith Formation.  I 
delighted in sharing my optimism 
with a sibling in Christ this morning.  
Everything is Amazing I told 
him….All Things Considered.  He 
responded that he loves that show on 
NPR.  It is catchy!   
 

Rally Day is October 18.  Our  
Christian Education Board, teachers, 

assistants and I are looking forward 
to learning and growing together 
and exploring all the ways that 
Love Rocks!  A Parent-to-Parent-
Teen-to-Toddler support group is 
forming and activities to go deeper 
with the Children’s Message will be 
offered starting September 13th. 
 

Cornerstones.  Please share those 
pivotal places in your life with me 
where you experience God.  I ask to 
learn about your “thin spaces”, for-
est glens and sacred halls.  Our 
sanctuary makes me feel close to 
God. 
 

Jeremiah 29:11 Behold the plans I 
have for you declares the Lord.  
Plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you.  Plans for hope and a 
future.  One of my most favorite 
verses.  May we all settle this Truth 
into our bones.   
 

While meeting with a parishioner 
earlier this week I was reminded of 
these words by Pablo Casals: 
 

Each second we live is a new and 
unique moment of the universe, a 
moment that will never be again.  
And what do we teach our chil-
dren?  We teach them that two and 
two make four, and that Paris is the 
capital of France.  When will we 
also teach them what they are?  We 
should say to each of them:  Do you 
know what you are?  You are a 
marvel.  You are unique.  In all the 
years that have passed, there has 
never been another child like you.  
Your legs, your arms, your clever 
fingers, the way you move.  You 
may become a Shakespeare, a Mi-
chelangelo, a Beethoven.  You have 
the capacity for anything.  Yes, you 
are a marvel.  And when you grow 
up, can you then harm another who 
is, like you, a marvel?  You must 
work, we must all work, to make 
the world worthy of its children. 
 

We are all God’s Beloved Children. 
 

Blessed Be First Church, 
LeeAnne 
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A Time With God 
 

By LeeAnne Steenhoek 
 

God is delighted when we invite God to sit with us for a little while. 
 

Here are some ways you alone or your whole family can create a sacred space for special time with 

God. 
 

   What you need:  
 

   A quiet space 

   A candle (if okay) 

   A timer, clock or watch  

   A creative activity such as clay, coloring  

   crayons, markers or yarn 

   Paper and something to write with 

   A Bible  

   Something that connects you to God like a cross, 

   trinity symbol, a stone or a plant. 
 

You can share time with God alone or with a sibling, parent or someone special. 
 

1. Transition time:  create, mold, design or write about your experience in Peace and Quiet for 10 

timed minutes using a journal, Legos or a puzzle.  Enjoy this time without focus on a finished 

product. 

2. Next, clear your space or move to another space.  Light a candle or place your special object.  Settle 

in with three deep breaths.  Say a prayer like “Your word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto 

my path.” (Psalm 119:105).  Offer more prayers silently or speak them aloud if you wish. 

3. Now you are ready to tune in to our message with First Church live or recorded. You could also 

choose to do some Holy Listening and center deep into yourself to see what the Holy Spirit nudges 

you to consider.  Write it down, draw it, make a sculpture or note the notes as the music dances in 

your mind.  Our Creator is a God of relationship, always deeply loving and present.  Sometimes I 

am most aware of God when I swim, hike or dance!!  Try it! Life is Joy-full when we let Jesus lead 

life’s dance and Jesus invites you to join in that Dance! 

4. Sometimes things seem to go wrong and they do go wrong.  Have hope!  I often turn to the 

Psalms.  Believe God is not only there but nurturing you and cradling you when you falter.  

Sometimes we all find ourselves in the pit.  It’s important to acknowledge that we struggle and 

fail.  God has big shoulders and loves us through the most wretched of times.  God is the lover of 

our souls and forgiveness is whole and complete.  Everlasting.  Just ask.  And receive! 
 

Say these words aloud to yourself in the mirror or with a family member: 

Behold……… I am God’s beloved child.  God delights in me!  We delight in you dear Father in  

Heaven!  Amen 
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Music Ministry  
Postpones 

All-Choirs Potluck 
 
 

The Music Committee, in light of  
Covid-19 restrictions, will forego 
the annual welcome back “All-
Choirs Potluck” and postpone this 
beloved gathering to the start of the 
following season. 
 

We look forward to welcoming you 
again as soon as we can! 
 

Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO 
Minister of Music 

 

Choirs Begin Staggered  
2020-21 Season 

 

For the safety of our choral member-
ship, adult vocal choirs are off the re-
hearsal roster until January 2021, and 
the worship roster until February 2021. 

Please see tentative start dates  
listed here. 

 

Youth and Children’s music ministry is 
on a delayed start as well this season, 

with starting dates also listed here. 
More information on those specific 

choirs will be included in the  
October Newsletter. 

 

We hope to see many return to our 
ranks, and new members are 

 always welcome! 
 

Please call the Music Office for any 
 additional information  

(603) 882-4861 x15 
 

ALL-CHURCH CHOIR 
(Seasonal – SATB for all) 
On hiatus in 2020/2021 

 

BELLISSIMO 
(9th-12th grade bells) 

Contact Music Office 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR 
(10TH grade through adult) 
Wednesday January 13 

6:45-8:30pm 
 

CHAPEL CHIMERS 
(Cherub – 1st Grade) 
Sunday November 1 

9:15-9:45am 
 

CHORAL UNION 
(Seasonal – All vocal choirs) 

Wednesday May 12 
6:45-8:30pm 

DECIBELLS 
(10th Grade-Adult bells) 

Thursday September 24 
7:00-8:30pm 

 

FIRST CHAMBER 
(Select Mixed Choir) 

Thursday January 14 
6:30-7:30pm 

 

FIRST FOLK 
(Contemporary SATB adult) 

Tuesday January 26 
7:00-8:00pm 

 

FIRST SCHOLA 
(7th-12th Grade SA) 

Tuesday October 27 
6:00-7:00pm 

 

JOYFUL NOISE 
(2nd-6th grade) 

Tuesday October 20 
5:00-5:50pm 

 

JUBELLATION 
(4th grade – adult starter) 
On hiatus in 2020/2021 

 

MEN’S CHOIR 
(Seasonal – TTTB for all) 

Thursday – May 27 
7:00pm 

 

COME AND MAKE  
A JOYFUL NOISE! 

 

MOST CHOIR SCHEDULES 
AVAILABLE ONLINE! 

tfcucc.org  
under MUSIC  

Staff Singers 
 

Although both the Chancel Choir, 
First Folk and First Chamber will 
be out of session through the end of 
this calendar year due to precautions 
around Covid-19, our choral pres-
ence in worship will still be repre-
sented through our house vocal quar-
tet, the “Staff Singers.” 
 

The singers will be the primary pres-
ence for all scheduled Sundays 
where the Chancel Choir, First Folk 
and First Chamber were scheduled 
on this year’s roster, and will be 
singing repertory which is traditional 
for each ensemble. 
 

They have been a tremendous help to 
keep our music in worship alive 
through this pandemic, and will con-
tinue to do so until we can gather our 
volunteer forces once again! 

 

Summer Music Thanks! 
 

Thank you to all of those who en-
hanced our worship this summer by 
offerings their talents in Sunday ser-
vices. Whether through instruments 
or voices, your contribution to our 
worship life is greatly appreciated! 

 
Mark A. Cleveland 

Susan Cobb 
Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 

Rev. Ken McGarry 
Catherine Kondi 

Brian Landry 
Dale Neth 

Rhonda O’Keefe 
Zoe Ostermiller 
Craig Plummer 
Nicole Plummer 
Eric Ruthenberg 
Pam Sturdevant 

 
SUMMER CHOIR  

Susan Cobb 
Mark A. Cleveland 
Melissa Piantedosi 

Janet Poisson 
Andrzej Sokol 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 2020 
 

Sunday, September 6 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 Mark A. Cleveland, bass 
 
 

Sunday, September 13 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 & 10:00 
Staff Singer Quartet 
 
 

Sunday, September 20 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 & 10:00 
Joseph R. Olefirowicz, baritone 
 
 

Sunday, September 27 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 & 10:00 
Staff Singer Quartet 
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Concert Organist to 
Open First Music 

 Season 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our 13th season of FIRST MUSIC 

celebrates 
“MUSIC ALIVE” 

where our mainstage offerings  
celebrate the joy of continuing to 
offer a chance for artist and audi-

ence to experience live music. 
 

It is with great pleasure to announce 
that BRINK BUSH will be coming 
The First Church, to open the First 
Music Concert Series 2020-21 Sea-
son in a tour-de-force recital that is 
not to be missed. 
 

Brink is an internationally-reknown 
concert artist based in the Boston 
area, and will certainly put our 1926 
Anderson Memorial Organ through 
its paces. 
 

This is the second season where the 
entire FIRST MUSIC concept this 
season concentrates on FREE AD-
MISSION to all five mainstage 
and six Fridays at First offerings. 
 

Mark your calendars for Sunday No-
vember 8, at 3:00pm, as FIRST 
MUSIC hosts this FREE opener to 
its 13th Season. 
 

Please join us in Bringing the Joy of 
Music to the Gate City and celebrate 
our Series: a jewel in the music life 
of Southern New Hampshire! 
 

Our Series this season is planned to 
be “in person” with distancing as one 
sees in the pews and balcony in the 
Sanctuary. If for whatever reason, 
closures come again, we will LIVE 
STREAM each concert on the con-
cert day scheduled to keep the music 
ALIVE! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

A Concert Series  
Marriage 

 
With Covid-19 hitting small busi-
nesses particularly hard in the past 
months, strong consideration was 
given to “what to do” with the annu-
al Ad Campaign raising funds for 
print materials for the First Music 
Concert Series. 
 
After input from the Music Commit-
tee, we are pleased to announce that 
we are planning a hybrid fundraising 
campaign this season, where we will 
merge the known Ad Campaign 
with the newer concept of 
“Friends of First Music” 
 
Our plan is to continue to offer a full 
color outside hard cover to our con-
cert programs, but the plan is to 
eliminate the multiple pages of ads 
within the Season booklet, reserving 
space only for the community and 
professional arts organizations 
which exchange full page ad space 
annually with the Series. 
 
Last year’s interior ad sponsors will 
be contacted personally to become 
“Friends of First Music.” Their 
business or personal name would 
still be in the main body of the Sea-
son booklet, but will eliminate the 
very arduous ad copy, sales and oth-
er concepts which have become a 
little cumbersome over the years. 
Printing costs as a result, are also 
greatly reduced! 
 
The plan is to have a sleeker interior 
insert which we would produce our-
selves onsite for each concert pro-
gram, listing all of our “Friends of 
First Music” as well, whose cam-
paign would now be a single fund-
raiser in the Fall season (prior to 
Stewarsdhip) and would cover both 
the artist costs and the printing 
costs for  a concer t season! 
 

Our full-color outside cover sponsors 
will have first refusal to renew that 
continued support, but otherwise, 
expect to hear from Committee 
Members and your own “Artistic 
Director” starting in September, to 
renew “Friends” support for the 
Concert Series! 
 
We hope all our generous donors and 
sponsors will continue to support 
this Bringing the Joy of Music to the 
Gate City, whose season is planned 
to start in November this year and 
will happen whether  in person on 
in live stream format for each con-
cert date! 
 
Want to become a “Friend of First 
Music?” – ask us how! 

 
Tower Chime 

Needs Ringers 
 
Our TOWER CHIME historic bells 
from the World’s Columbian Expo-
sition of 1893, are in their 126th year 
of service to the Glory of God, at 
The First Church! 
 
We need to increase our roster of 
weekly ringers at the Chime. It is the 
perfect way to serve the Music Min-
istry and the congregation “on your 
own…” 
 
Reading music is certainly advised, 
as our ringers select their music right 
out of our Pilgrim Hymnal. 
 
There is a bit of “physicality” to 
ringing the chime, so thrusting 
heavy weighted wooden handles 
downward (usually while standing) 
is the necessary activity, for a dura-
tion of up to fifteen minutes. 
 
If this sounds interesting, please 
contact Joseph in the Music Office 
at (603) 882-4861 x15, or through 
jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 
 
Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

 



10 

Look at all the things happening at the church this summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Lund, with the help of Bill Thompson, has been busy painting the outside of all the stained glass 
windows. Parlor windows: before, top left; after, top right. 

Bruce was able to open up two of the  
windows in Fellowship Hall and he installed 
fans to help with the air circulation. 

Each pew is marked with the number of  people  
allowed in each pew (above).  

Follow the dots to the 
sanctuary from the  
courtyard entrance. 

Joseph taped off the 
pews for safe dis-
tance seating 
(below).  
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Worship Schedule 

Beginning September 13, 2020 

8:30 AM 

 Outdoor Worship in the Courtyard  
(weather permitting) 

 

10:00 AM 

Indoor Worship in the Sanctuary 

 live and livestreaming 
 

Rally Sunday 

October 18, 2020 

The theme for this year:  
Love Rocks! 

 

Watch the Sunday bulletins & the October  
newsletter for more information. 

 

Confirmation Sunday 2020 
 

Please join us in person or online for our 10:00 AM 
worship service. During this special service, the  
Confirmation Class of 2020 will be confirming their 
faith and joining our church as full members.  We 
hope that you are able to participate in this special 
moment in the life of our church.   

 

Confirmation 2020-2021 
First class begins on October 18. 

More details to follow. 


