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Gathered December 16, 1685 
 

 

 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
 
 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Morning Worship 
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

October 25, 2020                               8:30 & 10:00 AM 
 

 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

 
 
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

MEDITATION    
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater 
 than these.”  Jesus 

 
 
 
 

PRELUDE      The Blessing             P. McKlveen 
        DECIBELLS         (*1960) 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP             (based on Psalm 46: 1-3, 11) 
Leader: God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of 

trouble. 
People: So we will not fear, even if earthquakes come, and the mountains 

crumble into the sea. 
Leader: Let the oceans roar and foam. Let the mountains tremble as the 

waters surge! 
People: The Lord Almighty is here among us; the God of Israel is our fortress. 
        
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #363   A Mighty Fortress Is Our God        EIN FESTE BURG 

                  (1517) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Leader: Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power. 
People: Source of all life, we confess that we have not allowed your grace to 

set us free. We fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word 
of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the 
church inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. 
Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what 
is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole 
creation. Amen.     

  A time of silence for personal confession. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader:  God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower 

our lives in the world. Our sins are forgiven. God’s love is 
unconditional, and we are raised up as God’s people who will always 
be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God.  
 

*PRAISE #30/2  O Higher Than the Cherubim       LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

                  (1623) 

   O higher than the cherubim, 

more glorious than the seraphim, 

   Lead their praises, Alleluia!  
Thou bearer of the eternal Word, 

   Most gracious, magnify the Lord, 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 

   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

GREETINGS 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:00) 
 

PRESENTATION OF THIRD GRADE BIBLES (10:00) 
 

WITNESSING STEWARD            Erin Shannon 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS             Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of 
Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho, and the LORD showed him the whole land: 
Gilead as far as Dan, all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the 
land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the 
valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as Zoar. The LORD said to him, 
“This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I 



will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you 
shall not cross over there.” 
Then Moses, the servant of the LORD, died there in the land of Moab, at the 
Lord’s command. He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-
peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. Moses was one hundred 
twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not 
abated. The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the 
period of mourning for Moses was ended. 
Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his 
hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like 
Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face. He was unequaled for all the signs 
and wonders that the LORD sent him to perform in the land of Egypt, against 
Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, and for all the mighty deeds 
and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in the sight of all 
Israel. 
 

      Matthew 22:34-46 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, 
which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang 
all the law and the prophets.” 
   Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
   People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

GOSPEL RESPONSE Thanks Be to Thee           T. Tallis 
           STAFF SINGER QUARTET                 (1505 – 1585) 

 
 
 

VOLUNTARY  With Heart, and Hands, and Voices     Traditional 
(10:00)                           arr. Wagner 
 
 
 

SERMON     “God, Self, Neighbor”             Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



*HYMN #232  Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart    MORECAMBE 

 (10:00) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE  
(10:00)   Lobe den Herren, der mächtigen König…   LOBE DEN HERREN  

                     (1665) 
 

   Lobe den Herren    Praise to Lord! 
   den mächtigen König der Ehren  The mighty King of the honors. 
   Lob’ ihn, o Seele    Praise Him, o soul 
   vereint mit dem himmlischen Chören  unified with the heavenly choirs. 
   Kommet zuhauf!    Come to me! 
   Psalter und Harfe, wacht auf,  Psaltery and harp, awaken, 
   Lasset den Lobgesgang hören!  Let the songs of praise be heard! 
 
 
 
 

OFFERTORY  With Heart, and Hands, and Voices            Traditional 
(8:30)                                   arr. Wagner 
 

(10:00)   O How Amiable      R. Vaughan Williams 
                             (1872 – 1958) 
 
 

 

*THE DOXOLOGY #515                              OLD HUNDRETH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

O God, you have greatly loved us, sought us, and mercifully redeemed us. 
Accept these our gifts and give us grace, that in everything we may yield 
ourselves, our wills, and our works, a continual thank-offering to you, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 



*HYMN #29  Now Thank We All Our God            NUN DANKET 

             (1636) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISMISSAL   
Kindly be seated after the Benedictus and remain seated for the Postlude.  
After the Postlude, ushers will dismiss the congregation row by row. 
We ask you to exit through the rear sanctuary door closest to your pew section.  
Those in need of handicap accessibility are welcome to use the link and elevator. 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTUS  Ein’ feste Burg ist unser Gott                      M. Luther 

(10:00)                         (1483 – 1546) 
 

  Ein’ feste Burg ist unser Gott  A solid fortress is our God 
  Ein gute Wehr und Waffe   A good defense and weapon 
  Er hilft uns frei aus aller Not  He helps us free from our distress 
  Die uns jetzt hat betroffen   That us now has affected 
  Der alt böse Feind    The old, mean enemy 
  Mit Ernst er (es) jetzt meint   With seriousness he know means (to conquer) 
  Gross Macht und ganz viel List  With power and much cleverness 
  Sein grausam Rüstung ist   His cruel armor is 
  Auf Erd’ ist nicht sein gleichen.  on earth: nothing within it’s comparison   

 

POSTLUDE  Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott      H. Walcha 
     A mighty fortress is our God               (1907 – 1991) 

 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

 

COVER ART:  Image from wiki images: http://www.holyapostlesnyc.org/event/the-twenty-

first-sunday-after-pentecost-sunday-morning-prayer-with-music/ 

DEACON OF THE DAY: Rich Smigliani 
HYMNS:  CCLI#3034682, Source:  Pilgrim Hymnal  
************************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE 
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

************************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

 

Masks must be worn at all times inside the building. 
Social distancing practices are expected of the attendees for indoor worship. 

 ENTRY: North side only, using the Courtyard entrance (where elevator use is 
available) 

 PLEASE SIGN IN at the Welcome Center when you arrive.  

 EXIT:  Instructions will be given at the close of the worship service. 
 

Please refer to the church’s website for all of our  
COVID-19 updates and ministries: tfcucc.org 

 

 

OUR MORNING WORSHIP IS LIVE STREAMED ON SUNDAY  
MORNING AND IS AVAILABLE ON OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL. 

 IT IS ALSO AIRED ON WSMN RADIO AM 1590 and FM 95.3 
 

 

http://www.holyapostlesnyc.org/event/the-twenty-first-sunday-after-pentecost-sunday-morning-prayer-with-music/
http://www.holyapostlesnyc.org/event/the-twenty-first-sunday-after-pentecost-sunday-morning-prayer-with-music/


Christian Formation Corner 

 
 

After prayerful discernment with the CE Board and leadership team, we have 
decided to postpone Rally Day until the new year.  In the meantime, we would 
really love to see families with children worship together with us in the sanctuary.  
Please come!  An activity for all ages is being offered weekly by email.  If you have 
not received an email and would like to, please write to LeeAnne at 
lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org.  We are a work in progress.  Your prayers for the teachers, 
children and leadership are welcome. 
 

Nursery care is temporarily suspended due to COVID-19.  
 

Family Activity - Look for a family activity today, Sunday October 25, to accompany 
the message.  Please check for LeeAnne’s email or the link on our website. 
 

Confirmation - The next class is November 1, 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM in the dining 
room.   
 

New Faith Formation Ministry:  Parent to Parent-Tot to Teen  
John and Amanda Steere and Chris and Holly Columbus are partnering with 
LeeAnne for parents and guardians to share the challenges of parenting.  We are 
not alone.  We have God and we have each other.  Please join us in faith and 
fellowship.  
 

We will meet on GoogleMeet every other Thursday, from 8:00-9:00 PM. You will 
need a personal Google email address.  Contact LeeAnne for the link and if you have 
any questions. 
 

Here are the dates until the end of the calendar year:  
November 5, November 19 
December 3, and December 17 
 

A sampling of the discussion topics:  
Coping 2020-style 
Anchors 
The Hamster and the wheel 
Inventing as we go 
We’re Always a Parent to the End 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org


Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 
 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality (WWS) will meet today at 11:30 in the dining 
room.  

++++ 

Six new members joined the church on October 18. Welcome to Judy Gentile, 
Kathy Meighan, LeeAnne Steenhoek, Patrick Steenhoek, Caroline Steenhoek and 
Genevieve Steenhoek 

++++ 

Daylight Saving Time ends on November 1.  Remember to “fall back” on Saturday 
night! 

++++ 

2021 Adult Winter Retreat in Biddeford Pool, Maine - January 22-24, 2021  
Rev. Jami and our new Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, will 
lead the retreat.  Our theme this year will be: Walking Spiritually Through a World 
Pandemic (what else?).   
We reached our minimum of attendees and there are a few spaces still available.  
If you would like to attend, a $120 deposit is due ASAP. The total cost for the retreat 
is $235.00. 
 

Please know that safe practices are set in place at the center.  A maximum of 32 
retreatants are allowed at the center.  If you have any questions, please contact Rev. 
Jami or LeeAnne Steenhoek.  

++++ 

The Friends of First Music campaign continues its fundraising efforts for the First 
Music Concert Series.  Please consider providing tax-deductible support for artist 
and promotional costs for our series.  This will be one of the few intact music series 
this season in the state of New Hampshire.  The series can be offered due to its 
unique programming and safety measures in place in our sanctuary. 

++++ 

Signups have started for Chapel Chimers, Joyful Noise and First Schola. 
Please be on the lookout for letters sent to the specific grade levels of each choir. 
Starting dates are listed in the letters. 
We have a safe way to rehearse together and we cannot imagine our worship without 
our children.  More information is in the October newsletter. 

++++ 

Wednesday Morning Men meets online 8:00-9:00 AM.  Contact the church office 
or Rev. Andy for the link.  Reminder: One need not commit to all sessions in order to 
benefit, so drop by as you’re able.  New folks and friends are encouraged to join in. 

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, November 1, 2020 
8:30 & 10:00 Staff Singer Quartet 
 
 



The White Dove/Silver Dove Christmas Program will see some changes this year 
just as the Thanksgiving Basket Program did.  If you are interested in helping to make 
a Christmas for less fortunate families in town, please contact Carol Butler (contact 
information is in the directory) and she will let you know how this will be carried out.  
She needs to know how many First Church families are interested so she can tell the 
agencies how many people we can take on. Please get in touch with her as soon as 
you can.  Blessings to you all. 

++++ 

3C:  Christ Church Connection is a new social ministry program.  Have you ever 
wondered about someone in our church family?  Have you ever felt like you wanted 
to get to know someone better?  Maybe they have a voice accent that you are familiar 
with or maybe you see them at an activity within the church that you also participate 
in.  Sometimes, do you wonder if you may have something in common with that 
person?  WELL, in mid-November, 3C (comprised of Al Hock, Sue Haas, Ray 
Baldwin and Rev. Jami) will be mailing out postcards to our church family with 
information about ways to meet others.  If this new venture is something you’d feel 
comfortable participating in, respond to the contact information on the postcard.  We 
look forward to hearing from you. 

++++ 

Tower Chime Needs Ringers - We need to increase our roster of weekly ringers at 
the Chime.  The ability to read music is certainly advised, as our ringers select their 
music right out of our Pilgrim Hymnal. 
 

If this sounds interesting to you, contact Joseph in the Music Office for more 
information. 

++++ 

The United Way of Greater Nashua is building a “Tech Pantry” to support the 
needs, of local school kids.  If you have “gently used” laptops, tablets, iPads, etc., 
donate, contact info@unitedwaynashua.org.  Monetary donations are also 
accepted: https://www.tinyurl.com/uwgncovid19. 

++++ 

2020 CROP Hunger Walk: "Walking Together Apart" - This year's CROP Hunger 
walk will be different, just as life is different for all of us right now.  We invite people 
to walk anytime between October 1 and October 25 in small groups.  
Sarah Creaney is First Church's liaison for the walk.  She has created a team page 
at the below link.  If you would like to sign up a walker or donate to a walker or the 
First Church UCC team, please go to: 
www.crophungerwalk.org/nashuanh/FirstChurchUCC 

++++ 

Thank You Project’s 6th Annual Water Walk will be a virtual event.  Walk between 
September 27 and October 27, on your own or with your friends and family. To 
make a donation, go to the Thank You Project’s website page: 
https://thankyouproject.org/ 
 
 

mailto:info@unitedwaynashua.org
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/nashuanh/FirstChurchUCC
https://thankyouproject.org/


 
 

 

 

2020 Holiday Fair 
 
 

The Holiday Fair Silent Auction will be an ALL-VIRTUAL event this year 
for an entire week from November 4-11. Pick up and payment of items will 
be between November 12-16th.  Contact Rebecca Small (contact information 
in the church directory) to set up a time that works for you.  We are trying to 
limit the number of people in the church office at one time, so please arrange 
a time for pick-up prior to coming by the church. 
 

There is still time to donate an item! Contact Rebecca or the church office. 
 

Check out the auction at 32auctions.com/FirstChurchSilentAuction 
Some items include Patriots and Red Sox baskets, Stonewall kitchen baskets, 
blankets and afghans, restaurant, dry cleaners, Palace Theater and golf gift 
certificates, coffee, chocolate, baking and wine baskets, seasonal dessert 
package to serve 6, NH maple lovers basket and beautiful handmade items by 
members of our church.  Items are being added daily!  
 
 
 

The Holiday Fair committee is offering a LIMITED amount of homemade 
jams, pickled beets, pickles, canned peaches and a variety of homemade pies.  
Ordering is from November 1-8 only.  Please, no early orders!  Jams 
include ginger peach, blackberry, and strawberry/rhubarb in pint jars at $5.  
Pies include pumpkin, apple, cherry, pecan, etc. from $10-$15 and smaller 
individual apple pies are available for $5-$6.  This is first come, first served. 
 
 

To order, call Jocelyn Henning at 880-1839 (November 1-8) and leave a 
message.  You will receive a call back to verify your order.  Pick up will be 
staggered on November 13 from 1-4 PM at the church in Fellowship Hall. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

http://32auctions.com/FirstChurchSilentAuction


Office and Building use  

 The Church Office is available by appointment and by phone. 

 The First Church remains closed to all outside group use through the month 
of December. 

 In-Church small group use of the dining room and room 10 available only 
through the church office. 

 
Pastoral Care 

Your ministers are available 24/7 to talk and pray with you as need arises.  

 Rev. Andy:  978-844-2617 (mobile) 

 Rev. Jami:   603-325-0772 (mobile) 
 
 

Sunday Worship Services: 
 

8:30 and 10:00 AM in the sanctuary 
 

Masks must be worn at all times inside the building. 
Social distancing practices are expected of the attendees for indoor worship. 

 ENTRY: North side only, using the Courtyard entrance (where elevator 
use is available) 

 PLEASE SIGN IN at the Welcome Center when you arrive.  

 EXIT:  Instructions will be given at the close of the worship service. 
 

Please refer to the church’s website for all of our  
COVID-19 updates and ministries: tfcucc.org 

 

 

OUR MORNING WORSHIP IS LIVE STREAMED ON SUNDAY  
MORNING AND IS AVAILABLE ON OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL. 

 IT IS ALSO AIRED ON WSMN RADIO AM 1590 and FM 95.3 
 

 



 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church 

please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and 

committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

 
Office Hours:  Open by appointment and by phone. 

 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 

Find us on Facebook 
 


