
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The   First   Church 
 

Nashua, New Hampshire 

 
Congregational – United Church of Christ 

 

† 
 

Gathered December 16, 1685 
 

 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
 
 



Morning Worship 
Communion Sunday 

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
 

November 1, 2020                                                                  8:30 & 10:00 AM 
 

 
 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 
 

 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 
 
MEDITATION  “In God alone is my soul at rest.”                 Psalm 62:5-9

  
         
 
 

PRELUDE  Méditation        G. E. X. Dupont 
                                   (1878 – 1914) 
   

 
INTROIT   For the Brave of Every Race                   J. Hintze 

(10:00)        STAFF SINGER QUARTET                (1622 – 1702) 
 

 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: O let us give thanks to the Lord, 
People: For the love of God will never end. 
Leader: Let us never be ashamed to declare it, 
People: Because God has answered our cries for help. 
Leader: The Lord our God has met our every need; 
People: We will therefore proclaim the love of the Lord. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



*HYMN #311  Ten Thousand Times Ten Thousand                 ALFORD 



*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)  
Gracious God, today we remember all the saints by the grace of our Lord. They 
are alive in you. In this time of worship, grant us the grace to follow in their steps.  
May the lamp of faith by which they walked, and then handed on to us, be never 
hidden under a multitude of worldly cares.  Help us to treasure the light and 
share it with those around us, and then pass it on for generations that are to 
come.  We ask this in the name of Christ, our light and salvation. Amen. 
 
 

*GLORIA PATRI #513 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost 
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
  world without end, A-men, A-men. 
 
 

GREETINGS 
 
 

WITNESSING STEWARD                LeeAnne Steenhoek 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
 

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM 107: 1-7; 33-37 (10:00) 
The Psalm will be intoned once: The Congregation sings the same Response, and 
then again at the “R” indication below.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        R 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R 

R 



SCRIPTURE READINGS                   Psalm 62:5-9 
For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him. 
He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 
On God rests my deliverance and my honor; my mighty rock, my refuge is in 
God. 
Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a 
refuge for us. Selah 
Those of low estate are but a breath, those of high estate are a delusion; in the 
balances they go up; they are together lighter than a breath. 
 

        Romans 12:9-21 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one 
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag 
in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend 
hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 
them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in 
harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do 
not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends 
on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave 
room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says 
the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give 
them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 
heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Pastor: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRATIA TIBI   Thanks Be to Thee             T. Tallis 

(10:00)               (1505 – 1585) 
 

SERMON   “When Things Fall Apart”        Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
 

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH             A New Creed 
Leader: We are not alone; we live in God’s world.  We believe in God: who 

has created and is creating, who has come to us in Jesus, the Word 
made flesh.  

People: We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 
Leader: Jesus has come to reconcile and make us new, to work in us and  
  Others through God’s Spirit. 
People: We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 
 



Leader: We trust in God. We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God's  
  presence and to live with respect in Creation. 
People: We trust in God. 
Leader: We are called to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist  
  evil. 
People: We trust in God. 
Leader: We are called to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and  
  our hope.  
All:  In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.  We are not 

alone. Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Gracious God, help us to be honest with ourselves, with one another, and with 
You. We have made poor choices. We have lingered too long in shallow 
company. We have sought excitement in places that turn out to be wastelands. 
We have burdened others with our mistakes.  We have taken honors that 
belong to others, then discredited them to elevate our status. All this is made 
worse when we have devoted little time to thanking and praising You, the 
Source of all blessings.  Open us now, O God, to the word we need from You. 
Amen.  

 

  A time of silence for personal confession 
 

KYRIE #545  Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us                  J. Merbecke 
     CONGREGATION JOINS IN SINGING           (1510 – 1585) 

  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ have mercy upon us; 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
Leader: We can cast all our anxiety on God, Who cares for us deeply. So be 

assured that the Spirit of God is resting upon us, restoring, 
supporting, and strengthening us all with power. (1 Peter 5:7,10b) The 
good news for our daily lives is this: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 
 

OFFERTORY  Give Us the Wings of Faith           Bullock 
               (1890 – 1979) 

 

 
 
 

*THE DOXOLOGY #515                            OLD HUNDRETH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 
 



 
 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
God of love, you abide with us; you provide for all our needs and guide us in 
your ways. Out of gratitude for your care, we bring our gifts before you. Use 
them for your work of caring, that all may feast at the table of abundance, walk 
without fear, and drink deeply from the cup of compassion. Amen. 

 
ALL SAINTS REMEMBRANCE (Remembering the Communion of Saints) 
Leader: We are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses. 
People: Death has no dominion over them. 
Leader: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, 
People: For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Leader: Naming the Saints: 
 

Eunice Ayer Carol Lafond 
Melinda Daniels Frank Landry 
James Dawson William Noeth, Jr. 
Jon Fontas Virginia Norton 
Roberta Frye Robert Saratora 
Timothy Gilligan Bob Skeele 
Arthur Hanlon Darrell Spencer 
Alvah “Bud” Hubley Bernie Tobin 
Charles Johnson Bill Valentine 
Marshall Kidd George Walker 
Karen Kittle Addie Warner 
Sandra Labonte Eleanor Whitaker 
 Mary Woodman 

 

Pastor: Living God, we give thanks for receiving our loved ones into Your 
care. 

People: O God, keep them forever in Your arms. May they stay forever in 
our hearts. Because of their living, teach us to live faithfully. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Communion 
It is a tradition at First Church that we eat the bread and drink the cup together as the 

people of God renewing our covenant.  We serve grape juice and gluten free bread. 
 

Invitation, Sursum Corda and Communion Prayer 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 



People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Leader: It is right to glorify You and to give You thanks, our holy and living 

God; You dwell in light inaccessible from before time and forever.  
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, You made all things and 
fill them with Your blessing; You created them to rejoice in the 
splendor of Your radiance.  With the faithful of every time and place, 
we joyfully praise Your name:  

 
 

Sanctus #550                     S. Wesley 
                             (1766 – 1837) 

   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
   Heaven and earth are full of thy glory: 
   Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.  A-men. 
 

Leader: We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus  
  took  bread and having blessed it, He broke it and gave it to His  
  disciples saying, “This is My body which is broken for you. Do this in  
  remembrance of Me.”  In the same way, Jesus also took the cup,  
  after supper, saying, “This cup is of the new covenant in My blood.   
  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  By eating  
  of this bread and drinking this cup, we proclaim Christ’s death,  
  celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and await Christ's coming again. 
 
 

Sharing of the Bread  
    

    Kyrie Eleison from Missa Brevis       G. P. da Palestrina 
                             (1525 – 1594) 

Kyrie Eleison   Lord, have mercy 
   Christe Eleison  Christ, have mercy 
   Kyrie Eleison   Lord, have mercy 
 

Sharing of the Cup   
    Agnus Dei from Missa Brevis                         G. P. da Palestrina 
 

Agnus Dei   Lamb of God  
Qui tollis peccata mundi Which takes away the sins of the world 

   Miserere nobis  have mercy on us 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 



*HYMN #306   For All the Saints       SINE NOMINE 



DISMISSAL   
Kindly be seated after the Benedictus and remain seated for the Postlude.  
After the Postlude, ushers will dismiss the congregation row by row. 
We ask you to exit through the rear sanctuary door closest to your pew section.  
Those in need of handicap accessibility are welcome to use the link and elevator. 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTUS  And When the Strife is Fierce              J. Barnby 
 (10:00)                        (1838 – 1896) 
 

POSTLUDE  Fugue in D minor, from BWV 565              J. S. Bach 

                                    (1685 – 1750) 
 

 

  OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

 

 

HYMNS & PSALM: Pilgrim Hymnal & New Century Hymnal  CCLI#3034682    
COVER ART: Image from ChurchArt.com  
DEACON OF THE DAY: Dale Neth 
STAFF SINGER QUARTET: Janet Poisson, soprano; Brianne Biastoff, alto 
Timothy Ayres-Kerr, tenor; Joseph R. Olefirowicz, bass 
 

************************************************************************ 

HEARING AIDS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 
************************************************************************* 

DVD RECORDINGS ARE MADE OF THE SERVICE AND 
ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR BORROWING. 

************************************************************************* 

Have you remembered First Church in you will? 

Masks must be worn at all times inside the building. 
Social distancing practices are expected of the attendees for indoor worship. 

 ENTRY: North side only, using the Courtyard entrance (where elevator use is 
available) 

 EXIT:  Instructions will be given at the close of the worship service. 
 

 

Please refer to the church’s website for all of our  
COVID-19 updates and ministries: tfcucc.org 

 
 

 
OUR MORNING WORSHIP IS LIVE STREAMED ON SUNDAY  

MORNING AND IS ALSO AVAILABLE ON OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL. 

 IT IS ALSO AIRED ON WSMN RADIO AM 1590 and FM 95.3 
 

 



Christian Formation Corner 
 
 
 

Third Grade Bibles - Congratulations to Joshua Myers who received his Bible 
in person last Sunday.  These times require flexibility and grace and we’re doing 
what we can to honor each family’s requests.  Rev. Andy will lead a special 
dedication for all the third-graders in Christian Formation when we are together 
again.  They are Joshua Meyers, Aleister Saenz, Ethan Simek, Craig Stashluk 
and Whitney Stubbs.  
 

Nursery care is temporarily suspended due to COVID-19.  
 

Family Activity - Look for a family activity today, Sunday, November 1, to 
accompany the message.  Please check for LeeAnne’s email or the link on our 
website. 
 

Parent to Parent, Tot to Teen 
Let’s connect via Googlemeet to listen and share our parenting experiences.  
Please let LeeAnne know if you need the link.  We’re going to meet every other 
Thursday, from 8:00-9:00 PM on the following dates: 
November 5 & November 19; December 3 & December 17. 
A sampling of discussion topics:  Coping 2020-style, Anchors, the hampster 
and the wheel, inventing as we go, we’re always a parent to the end 
 

Contact Information please!   
During the changeover of computer systems, many of your addresses didn’t 
transfer properly.  Please reach out to LeeAnne Steenhoek via email at 
lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org if you are a parent, teacher or volunteer in the Christian 
Formation program.  Volunteers have made enormous efforts- gargantuan 
efforts- to make data transitions as effortless as possible.  Despite these 
Herculean attempts if you haven’t received an email from her up until now, you 
are not in her database.  Thank you for your understanding and support as 
Director of Christian Formation.   
 

Confirmation  
Able Confirmands are strongly encouraged to volunteer at our new Welcome 
Center.  We have an opportunity to welcome our church family to worship and 
help deacons and ushers with the detailed work of signing in and sanitizing. 
 

Upcoming Confirmation Classes: Sunday, November 1 and Sunday, December 
6. Classes are held in the dining room at 11:30 AM. 
 
 
 

 
 



Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

Adult Winter Retreat in Biddeford Pool, Maine - January 22-24, 2021 
Rev. Jami and Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, are 
planning to lead this retreat.  Their theme: Walking Spiritually Through a World 
Pandemic. 
There are still a couple of spaces available. Please contact the church office for 
the information. 
 

++++ 

Wednesday Morning Men meets online 8:00-9:00 AM.  Contact the church 
office or Rev. Andy for the link.  One need not commit to all sessions in order 
to benefit, so drop by as you’re able.  New folks and friends are encouraged to 
join in. 

++++ 

Midweek Devotions - Each Wednesday, beginning November 4, the First 
Church Ministry Team will provide a mid-week devotion to help us reclaim our 
spiritual center and restore our inner calm. Messages will be uploaded every 
Wednesday on Facebook, First Church You Tube Station and www.tfcucc.org. 
Please like our messages and spread the Word!  

++++ 

A change for Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality - We will be meeting only 
via Zoom through December.  Sessions are from 12:00 to 1:30 PM.  We are 
studying Liz Curtis Higgs’ Bad Girls of the Bible.  Rev. Jami will send you a link 
for these meetings on Friday before each session.  Our Sunday sessions are: 
November 8 & 22, and December 13.  If you’re not on the WWS group email 
contact Rev. Jami and she’ll add your address to the group. 

++++ 

The Friends of First Music campaign continues its fundraising efforts for the 
First Music Concert Series.  Please consider providing tax-deductible support 
for artist and promotional costs for our series.  The series can be offered due to 
its unique programming and safety measures in place in our sanctuary. 

++++ 

The White Dove/Silver Dove Christmas Program will see some changes this 
year just as the Thanksgiving Basket Program did.  If you are interested in 
helping to make a Christmas for less fortunate families in town, please contact 
Carol Butler (contact information is in the directory) and she will let you know 
how this will be carried out.  She needs to know how many First Church families 
are interested so she can tell the agencies how many people we can take on. 
Please get in touch with her as soon as you can.  Blessings to you all. 

 

 
 

http://www.tfcucc.org/


The First Church Fall Yard Clean Up is scheduled for Nov 21st from 8:30 
AM to Noon.  Bring your rakes and yard tools to help the Property Management 
team rake the fall leaves.  Come join in on the fun and enjoy our great selection 
of donuts and a fresh cup of coffee.  Bring your masks and we will be practicing 
social distancing.  Any questions, please contact Doug Brenner (contact 
information is in the directory or through the church office).  See you on 
November 21st!! 

++++ 

3C:  Christ Church Connection is a new social ministry program.  Have 
you ever wondered about someone in our church family?  Have you ever felt 
like you wanted to get to know someone better?  Maybe they have a voice 
accent that you are familiar with or maybe you see them at an activity within the 
church that you also participate in.  Sometimes, do you wonder if you may have 
something in common with that person?  WELL, in mid-November, 3C 
(comprised of Al Hock, Sue Haas, Ray Baldwin and Rev. Jami) will be mailing 
out postcards to our church family with information about ways to meet others.  
If this new venture is something you’d feel comfortable participating in, respond 
to the contact information on the postcard.  We look forward to hearing from 
you. 

++++ 

Office and Building use  

 Please call ahead to make an appointment to come to the church office.  
Calls continue to be received between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM. 

 The First Church remains closed to all outside group use through the 
month of December. 

 In-Church small group use of the dining room available only through the 
church office. 

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, October 11, 2020 
8:30 & 10:00   Janice Edwards, mezzo soprano 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

2020 Holiday Fair 
 
 

The Holiday Fair Silent Auction 
ALL-VIRTUAL event for an  

entire week from November 4-11 
 

 Pick up and payment of items will be between November 12-16th.  Contact 
Rebecca Small (contact information in the church directory) to set up a time 
that works for you.  We are trying to limit the number of people in the church 
office at one time, so please arrange a time for pick-up prior to coming by the 
church. 
 
 

Check out the auction at 32auctions.com/FirstChurchSilentAuction 
Some items include Patriots and Red Sox baskets, Stonewall kitchen baskets, 
blankets and afghans, restaurant, dry cleaners, Palace Theater and golf gift 
certificates, coffee, chocolate, baking and wine baskets, seasonal dessert 
package to serve 6, NH maple lovers basket and beautiful handmade items by 
members of our church.  Items are being added daily!  
 
 

 

From November 1-8, The Holiday Fair committee is offering a LIMITED 
amount of homemade jams, pickled beets, pickles, canned peaches and a 
variety of homemade pies.  Ordering is from November 1-8 only.  Jams 
include ginger peach, blackberry, and strawberry/rhubarb in pint jars at $5.  
Pies include pumpkin, apple, cherry, pecan, etc. from $10-$15 and smaller 
individual apple pies are available for $5-$6.  This is first come, first served. 
 
 

To order, call Jocelyn Henning at 880-1839 and leave a message.  You will 
receive a call back to verify your order.  Pick up will be staggered on November 
13 from 1-4 PM at the church in Fellowship Hall. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://32auctions.com/FirstChurchSilentAuction


 



 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church please 

seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in 

November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month 

and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every 

member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:   

Available by phone and appointment. 
 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook 


