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Gathered December 16, 1685 
 

 

 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Stewardship Sunday 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

November 15, 2020                               8:30 & 10:00 AM 
 

 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

 
 
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

MEDITATION   
 

    “For where your treasure is, there your heart will also be.”   Luke 12:34 
 
  

PRELUDE  Morning Has Broken        Traditional - Gaelic 

                                       arr. J. F. Wilson 

   
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                       (based on Psalm 123) 
Leader: Great and Glorious God, we gather to worship you. We lift our eyes 

to you, in reverent awe before your majesty. 
People: Great is the Lord our God, and greatly to be praised! 
Leader: Generous and Merciful God, we come to worship you. We lift our 

eyes to you, giving thanks for your compassion. 
People: Gracious is the Lord our God, and greatly to be praised! 
Leader: Welcoming and Empowering God, we worship you. We lift our eyes 

to you, and we celebrate your faithfulness. 
People: Holy is the Lord our God, and greatly to be praised! 
Together: We lift our eyes, seeking to worship and praise our God. Amen. 
 
 
        
 
 

If comfortable to do so, please join in singing our hymns and 

  sung responses during worship, while wearing your mask.  
 
 



*HYMN #366   God of Grace, and God of Glory              CWM RHONDA 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Jesus, our Lord and Savior, you call us to be faithful stewards of your abundant 
grace and to serve each other in love and humility. Forgive us when we stumble 
over pride, when our words and actions are not guided by love.  Turn our hearts 
when we lose our way.  

 

  A time of silence for personal reflection. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Pastor: God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners, Christ 

died for us. (Romans 5:8)  Confident in his free gift of forgiveness, I 
declare to you Christ's word of grace: Your sins are forgiven. 

People: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

*PRAISE #38/1 Morning Has Broken                       BUNESSAN 
 

  Morning has broken like the first morning, 
  Blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them springing, fresh from the Word! 

 

GREETINGS 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:00) 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS              Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to 
have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” 
then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant 
woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that 
day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; 
we are not of the night or of darkness. 
So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for 
those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since 
we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, 
and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for 
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether 
we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
 

      Luke 12:16-21, 34 
Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he 
thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then 
he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will 
store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You 



fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have 
prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for 
themselves but are not rich toward God.” For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also. 
   Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
   People: Thanks be to God.  
 

VOLUNTARY  Simple Gifts                J. Brackett 
     DECIBELLS               (1797 – 1882)    
                     arr. Stephenson 
 

SERMON    “Some Day Soon”          Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
 

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
CENTERING PRAYER (Unison) 
Generous God, you provide spiritual and physical gifts in abundance.  May this time 
of prayer help us to hold lightly the fading things of this earth and grasp tightly the 
lasting things of your Spirit.  Then may what we do and say become our gifts to you 
through Christ, who calls all to seek the things above, where he lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY/RECEPTION OF PLEDGE CARDS 
    Come, Thankful People       Traditional
                    arr. Waugh               

*THE DOXOLOGY #515                             OLD HUNDRETH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
God, whose giving knows no ending, we offer up the treasure that you have entrusted 
to us; we offer up the skills and time that you have graciously given to us; we offer 
up ourselves in service and praise.  Receive these gifts by your grace.  Multiply and 
use them through the power of the Holy Spirit to accomplish Christ’s work of love in 
the world.  Amen. 



*HYMN #443 Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory     BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL   

Kindly be seated after the Benediction and remain seated for the Postlude.  After 
the Postlude, ushers will dismiss the congregation row by row. 
We ask you to exit through the rear sanctuary door closest to your pew section.  
Those in need of handicap accessibility are welcome to use the link and elevator. 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  Paean                   P. Moore 

                                 (*1943) 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

 

DEACON OF THE DAY: Andy Dillman 
COVER ART: https://www.biblelockscreens.com  
HYMNS:  Pilgrim Hymnal, CCLI#3034682 
************************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARI OUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE 
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

************************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

 

Masks must be worn at all times inside the building. 
Social distancing practices are expected of the attendees for indoor worship. 

 

 

OUR MORNING WORSHIP IS LIVE STREAMED ON SUNDAY  
MORNING AND IS AVAILABLE ON OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL. 

 IT IS ALSO AIRED ON WSMN RADIO AM 1590 and FM 95.3 
 

 

https://www.biblelockscreens.com/


Christian Formation Corner 
 

Grace, Peace and Hope to you on this Day, 
 

Today I’m going to talk about warm fuzzies and cold pricklies.  This lesson is inspired by a 
children’s sermon that I remember from childhood by Rev. Donna Pappenhausen.  Every 
time you meet someone at school, church or online via ZOOM it’s an opportunity to share. 
 

Some of us share warm fuzzies, others share cold pricklies whether we mean to or not.  
Warm fuzzies are the feeling when our smile meets our eyes when we say “hello” and when 
we listen deeply to hear what someone is saying from their heart rather than reacting to 
their words.  Warm fuzzies are also when we notice someone’s sparkle.  You might give 
warm fuzzies back by thanking folks for their sparkle.  It helps brighten someone’s day 
when people notice how God is working in them and through them.  It’s also good to let 
folks know if you miss their sparkle and how their joy makes you sparkle.  During these 
times it is especially important to notice how others are, especially when they are down 
and let them know you care.  You are Hope. 
 

Warm fuzzies can be kind words given to a stranger at the grocery store as we thank 
workers for their help.  Noticing warm fuzzies and sparkles makes room for more warm-
fuzzies and sparkles.  If the Butterfly Effect is true and a flap of a butterfly's wings can 
impact weather patterns, I say the Warm Fuzzy Effect is probably true too.  Warm fuzzies 
grow love in our world. 
 

Cold pricklies in contrast are that sinking feeling you get when someone doesn’t respond 
when you say hi.  Cold pricklies are what happens for everyone when we exclude instead 
of include friends, classmates and family members.  Cold pricklies are what we offer when 
we call people names or point out mistakes in ways that make people feel bad.  Sadly, 
when we notice cold pricklies we open ourselves up to notice more cold pricklies.  Look for 
and hope for kindness from everyone. 
 

Pastor Andy says, “What gets your attention gets you.”  Let’s let God’s love as reflected 
through Christ, Creation and each other be what gets our attention.  Perfect love casts out 
all fear. 
 

Prayer: Jesus you tell us to Love One Another.  One way we show love is to give and 
receive warm fuzzies.  We also remember that God appreciates our quiet prayers of 
gratitude as much as the warm-fuzzy-giving champion of the galaxy.  Help us to notice 
your presence within others and shine our light of love, hope and joy as we walk The 
Path with you today Jesus.  Thanks for showing us The Way. 
Peace and Grace, 
LeeAnne Steenhoek 
Director of Christian Formation 
 

 

Nursery care is temporarily suspended due to COVID-19.  
 

Parent to Parent-Tot to Teen meets on GoogleMeet every other Thursday, from 8:00-
9:00 PM. You will need a personal Google email address.  Contact LeeAnne for the link 
and if you have any questions.  

Here are the dates until the end of the calendar year:  
November 19, December 3, and December 17 



A sampling of the discussion topics: Coping 2020-style, Anchors, The Hamster and the 
wheel, Inventing as we go, We’re Always a Parent to the End 
 

Contact Information please!  During the changeover of computer systems, many of your 
addresses didn’t transfer properly.  Please reach out to LeeAnne Steenhoek at 
lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org if you are a parent, teacher or volunteer in the Christian Formation 
program with your contact information.   
 

Confirmation - The next class is December 6, 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM.    
Able Confirmands are strongly encouraged to volunteer at our new Welcome Center.  We 
have an opportunity to welcome our church family to worship and help deacons and ushers 
with the detailed work of signing in and sanitizing. 
 
 

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

First Church Forum - Thursday, November 19, at 7:00 PM - Rev. Andy will be hosting 
an online forum “Our Brain, Beliefs and the Pathways to Peace”.  His guest will be Dr. 
Robert Astur, a Professor of Neurobiology at The University of Connecticut and they will 
hold a conversation about strategies we can develop to enhance our resilience against 
stress.  Contact Rev. Andy or Dianne Smigliani for the link to this event.  Feel free to invite 
your friends. 

++++ 

The First Church Fall Yard Clean Up – Saturday, November 21, 8:30 AM to Noon  
Bring your rakes and yard tools to help the Property Management team rake the fall leaves.  
Come join in on the fun and enjoy our great selection of donuts and a fresh cup of coffee.  
Bring your masks and we will be practicing social distancing.  Any questions, please contact 
Doug Brenner (contact information is in the directory or through the church office).  See 
you on November 21st!! 

++++ 

Midweek Devotions - Each Wednesday, through Advent, the First Church Ministry Team 
will provide a mid-week devotion to help us reclaim our spiritual center and restore our 
inner calm.  Messages will be uploaded every Wednesday on Facebook, First Church You 
Tube Station and www.tfcucc.org.  Please like our messages and spread the Word!  

++++ 

The White Dove/Silver Dove Christmas Program will see some changes this year just 
as the Thanksgiving Basket Program did.  If you are interested in helping to make a 
Christmas for less fortunate families in town, please contact Carol Butler (contact 
information is in the directory) and she will give you the details.  She needs to know how 
many First Church families are interested so she can tell the agencies how many people 
we can take on. Please get in touch with her as soon as you can.  Blessings to you all. 

++++ 

2021 Adult Winter Retreat in Biddeford Pool, Maine - January 22-24, 2021  
Leaders: Rev. Jami and Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek.   
Theme: Walking Spiritually Through a World Pandemic.  There are a few spaces still 
available.  Contact Rev. Jami or LeeAnne Steenhoek with any questions.  

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, November 22, 2020 

8:30 & 10:00 Staff Singer Quartet 

http://www.tfcucc.org/


In-Reach is offering their annual Gratefulness Tree for the month of November.  You 
will find a leaf in your bulletin.  Write something for which you are grateful and drop it in the 
basket at the Welcome Center, and they will be hung on the tree for folks to see each week. 

++++ 

Wednesday Morning Men meets online 8:00-9:00 AM through November 18.  The 
group will recess until the New Year.  Contact the church office or Rev. Andy for the link.   

++++ 

3C:  Christ Church Connection - By now, you should have received a postcard mailer 
from the new 3C social ministry program.  This program is designed to help congregants 
meet others in our church.  Al Hock, Sue Haas, Ray Baldwin, and Rev. Jami are launching 
it.  Contact one of them or call the church office with an inquiry.  
I have called you friends, said Jesus.  

++++ 

The Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service for the Greater Nashua community will take 
place online on Tuesday, November 24 at 7:00 PM. To participate, click on this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83252144008?pwd=NFJQSUtQWVMvbkMyM0tJdFp6S3l2QT09 
or from the Zoom app or phone number (929) 436-2866, enter meeting ID832 5214 4008 
and passcode 2020naic. 
 

The service includes readings and words from representatives of many of our faith 
communities, music prerecorded by the Greater Nashua Interfaith Choir, and a "virtual 
collection" to channel our gratitude into giving to support needs in our community.  All are 
welcome to attend. 

++++ 

Office and Building use - The church office is open by appointment. Please call ahead 
to set up a time if you wish to come to the office.  Calls continue to be received between 
9:00 AM and 4:00 PM.  The First Church remains closed to all outside group use through 
the month of December. 

++++ 

Outreach Focus of the Month for November - The Front Door Agency 
The Front Door Agency offers support and provides services to assist individuals and 
families transition from crisis to self-sufficiency.  The core programs of this agency are: 
Housing Stability, Transformational Housing, Financial Literacy, and the Holiday Santa 
Program.  Currently The Front Door has the capacity to serve 21 families at one given time. 
The following is a wish list for supplies used by their residents.  If you are able to make a 
contribution, a container for these items will be at the Welcome Center: 
Cleaning supplies (disinfecting wipes, Lysol, 409 all-purpose cleaner, toilet bowl cleaner, 
shower cleaner, Windex etc.) 
Mops, brooms/dustpans, toilet bowl brushes, plungers 
Antibacterial liquid soaps and dish detergent; 
Paper towels, tissues, toilet paper 
Batteries (AA, AAA, C); 
Gift cards to grocery stores, Walmart, Target 
Gas Cards 

For more information see the November newsletter or visit their website: 
https://www.frontdooragency.org/ 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83252144008?pwd=NFJQSUtQWVMvbkMyM0tJdFp6S3l2QT09


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church 

please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and 

committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

 
Office Hours:  Open by appointment and by phone. 

 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 

Find us on Facebook 
 


