
 
 



Morning Worship 
First Sunday of Advent 

 

 

November 29, 2020                               8:30 & 10:00 AM 
 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 
 

 
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

MEDITATION “Hope itself is like a star- not to be seen in the sunshine of 
prosperity, and only to be discovered in the night of 
adversity.”   C.H. Spurgeon 

 
  

PRELUDE  Nun Komm‘, der Heiden Heiland   A. N. Vetter 

        Now come, Savior of the heathen                  (1666 – 1710)
   

 
CALL TO WORSHIP        
Leader: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
People: And also with you.  
Leader: Awake!  Rejoice!  Prepare to meet your God! 
People: Christ is coming.  Open the door.  Sweep the path.  Prepare the way! 
Leader: Christ came at Christmas to live as one of us. 
People: Christ comes today to love us and to lead us. 
Leader: People of God, open your eyes!  Look around!  The presence of our 

Lord Jesus Christ is here— among us and within us.  God’s salvation 
is close at hand—nearer than you know.  So open your hearts and 
minds to the Spirit, and let’s worship God together! 

 
 
 
 
 

If comfortable to do so, please join in singing our hymns and 

  sung responses during worship, while wearing your mask.  
 
 
 



*HYMN #103   Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus      STUTTGART 

 
*OPENING PRAYER (Unison) 
Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy Spirit 
upon our preparations for Christmas.  We seek quiet spaces to hear your voice 
each day.  We are anxious over many things and look forward to your coming 
among us.  We are blessed in so many ways and long for the complete joy of 
your kingdom.  Our hearts are heavy and we seek the joy of your presence.  
We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light.  To you we say, 
“Come Lord Jesus!” 

 

*PRAISE #131/1   Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming          ES IST EIN ROS’ 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming, from tender stem hath sprung! 
  Of Jesse’s lineage coming as men of old have sung. 
  It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, 
  When half spent was the night. 
    

GREETINGS 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:00) 
 

 
 



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE OF HOPE 
Reader 1: In a world of war, famine, and disease, where children grow up 

as orphans, where families go hungry and entire regions face 
destruction by illness, God, we call upon you to come. 

Reader 2: In a world where so many have lost hope, we call upon you, 
Lord of Hope, to come. 

Reader 1: In this season of Advent, we wait for the coming of Hope into 
our world. We await the birth of the Christ-child, the coming of 
God into our lives in a new way. 

Reader 2:  Come, Messiah, Come, and Save Us 
Prayer: Dear God, we pray for the hope that is in Christ to come into our 

lives in a new way. May we become hope that is alive in our 
world. Amen. 

 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS                    Isaiah 64:1-9 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains 
would quake at your presence— as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes 
water to boil— to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations 
might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that we did not 
expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past 
no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who 
works for those who wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, those who 
remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid 
yourself we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a 
filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us 
away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for 
you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our 
iniquity. Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we 
are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not 
remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 
 

                   Mark 13:24-37 
“But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, 
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 



“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may 
find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 
awake.” 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

SOLO   Come Unto Him           G. F. Händel 
        from “The Messiah”                (1685 – 1759)

            JANET POISSON, soprano   
 

 

SERMON    “Oh, The Places You’ll Go”     Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
 

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
LITANY         (Inspired by Psalm 46, Colossians 1, and 1 Corinthians 12) 
Leader: God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of 

trouble. 
People: We give thanks for God's presence, The Lord who dwells with us in 

humility, accepting our pain and our weakness in love. 
Leader: So we will not fear, even if earthquakes come, and the mountains 

crumble into the sea. 
People: We give thanks for God's promises, that allow us to let go of the fears 

and anxiety that paralyze us, that give the darkness such power over 
us. 

Leader: Let the oceans roar and foam. Let the mountains tremble as the 
waters surge! 

People: We give thanks that we can grieve the losses, we can mourn the 
destruction, but they shall not consume us. God is with us, in grief as 
in love, and our hearts will not lose hope.  

Leader: The Lord Almighty is here among us; the God of Israel is our fortress. 
People We give thanks that the Body of Christ is present: the hands of God 

offering comfort, the eyes of God weeping with us, the feet of God 
walking alongside us, the strength of God helping us to rebuild. The 
Lord Almighty is here among us: we are the Body of Christ. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 



PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 

 
 

OFFERTORY  Let the Bright Seraphim           G. F. Händel 
         from “Samson”        
                        

*ADVENT DOXOLOGY                         OLD HUNDRETH LM 
All praise, eternal Christ to Thee,         
Whose Advent sets Thy people free;  
once more upon Thy people shine,  
and fill the world with love divine.  Amen. 
 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 

There are no limits to the gifts you have given us, gracious Lord.  Now we return 
thanks to you for these gifts, and we bring these tokens to you, asking for your 
blessing on both gifts and givers.  May these offerings from our lives become a 
part of your witness of love and mercy throughout the world.  Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #114  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates     TRURO 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL   
Kindly be seated after the Benediction and remain seated for the Postlude.  After 
the Postlude, ushers will dismiss the congregation row by row. 
We ask you to exit through the rear sanctuary door closest to your pew section.  
Those in need of handicap accessibility are welcome to use the link and elevator. 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  Veni, Veni Emmanuel                  G. Near 

        O Come, O Come Emmanuel                               (*1942-) 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

 

DEACON OF THE DAY:  Dale Neth 
HYMNS:  Pilgrim Hymnal, CCLI#3034682 

 



************************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE 
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

************************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

 

 
Masks must be worn at all times inside the building. 

Social distancing practices are expected of the attendees for indoor worship. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OUR 10:00 AM SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE IS LIVE 
STREAMED AND IS AVAILABLE ON OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL. 

 IT IS ALSO AIRED ON WSMN RADIO AM 1590 and FM 95.3 
 

 



Christian Formation Corner 
 

Be Love 
LeeAnne Steenhoek 
Director of Christian Formation 
 

Advent is upon us.  As is my custom, I’ve been cozying up to some favorite traditions, 
including re-familiarizing myself with stories and poems that make me feel connected.  
A lot feels different this year and Ann Weems poem Unexpected brings me right back 
to center.  Enjoy. 
 

Unexpected 
By Ann Weems 
 

Even now we simply do not expect  
to find a deity in a stable. 

Somehow the setting is all wrong: 
the swaddling clothes too plain, 
the manger too common for the likes of a Savior, 
the straw inelegant, 
the animals, reeking and noisy, 
the whole scene too ordinary for our taste. 

And the cast of characters is no better. 
With the possible exception of the kings, 

who among them is fit for this night? 
the shepherds? certainly too crude, 
the carpenter too rough, 
the girl too young. 

And the baby! 
Whoever expected a baby? 
Whoever expected the advent of God in a helpless child? 
Had the Messiah arrived in the blazing light of the glory 

of a legion of angels wielding golden swords, 
the whole world could have been conquered for Christ 
right then and there 
and we in the church---to say nothing of the world! --- 

 wouldn’t have so much trouble today. 
Even now we simply do not expect 

To face the world armed with love. 
 

“To face the world armed with love.” says the poet.  Jesus says, “I have told you these 
things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take 
heart!  I have overcome the world.” John 16:33.  God came into the world armed with 
love.  I draw strength from the simplicity of this message in the complexity of our times.  
As we strain and struggle to release the talons of control held by our societal obsession 
with constant input, we find a pause, a deep breath, HOPE.  Yes, there is more.  God 
is there with us on the breathing in and just as present on the letting go.  Exhale.  Know 



that God is and was and will be.  Rest on the broad shoulders of our Living God.  God 
knows all our struggles and strife.  What is more, God knows our hearts and we are 
loved beyond measure.  Have Hope.  Take time to watch your beloved sleep; feel love 
envelope you from your warm heart to your tender toes.  Find your center.  Be Love. 
 

Today’s Activity  
Today’s activity is inspired by a story Mrs. Matthes shared with me about a lean 
Christmas when there was no money for presents.  While it wasn’t possible to give gifts, 
they decided to honor the spirit of love and giving by carefully selecting a picture for 
each family member of the gift they’d most like to give to them.  Included with the picture 
of the gift was an explanation of why they believed the gift would be just right for their 
loved one in a way that revealed the love and kindness and caring in their hearts for the 
one receiving their gift.  I believe this open-ended thoughtful giving opens us to hope. 
 

We come to Advent with hopeful hearts.  Perhaps our circumstances have shifted in 
recent months.  I believe that all our circumstances are at least a few if not many 
degrees from center for what we imagined a year ago.  Whether income is ebbing or 
flowing surely there is struggle for us all as parents, children and grandparents as to 
what a wise course of action looks like in our times.  I believe that the gift of a picture 
with the words of hope and dreams and care our loved one holds for us warms our 
hearts and brightens our spirits.  The sky is the limit when our imaginations do the 
choosing. 
 

Steps: 
1. Decide who will share in the gift-giving 
2. Choose a timeline.  It could be a day, week or you might wait until Christmas 

morning. 
3. Find some magazines to cut up or images to download and print 
4. Write down why you selected this picture.  What does it mean to you?  To the one 

receiving it?  Let them know that you think of them and how you think of them.  
List all the ways they matter and make a difference to you and how the picture of 
the gift you’ve chosen honors them and your relationship. 

5. Wrap your gift up as carefully as possible even making extra efforts to be precise. 
6. On the appointed time for gift exchange begin with prayer.  You can read this or 

use your own words. 
Loving God, We thank you for this opportunity to be together and show our love for each 
other and for you with these simple yet potentially extravagant gifts.  Help us to give and 
receive and grow in appreciation for each other and for you.  
In Jesus name we pray, Amen 
 

I’d love to hear how these gifts are given and received and how God shows up for you 
and those you love. 
 

Peace and Grace, 
LeeAnne  

 
 



Nursery care is temporarily suspended due to COVID-19.  
 
 

Parent to Parent-Tot to Teen meets on Google Meet every other Thursday, from 
8:00-9:00 PM.  You will need a personal Google email address.  Contact LeeAnne 
for the link and if you have any questions.  Here are the dates until the end of the 
calendar year:  December 3, and December 17 
A sampling of the discussion topics: Coping 2020-style, Anchors, The Hamster and 
the wheel, Inventing as we go, We’re Always a Parent to the End 
 
 

Contact Information please!  If you have not received any communications from 
LeeAnne, please send your contact information to her at lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org if 
you are a parent, teacher or volunteer in the Christian Formation program.   
 
 

Confirmation - The next class is December 6, 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM.    
Able Confirmands are strongly encouraged to volunteer at our new Welcome Center.  
We have an opportunity to welcome our church family to worship and help deacons 
and ushers with the detailed work of signing in and sanitizing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

Holiday Fair Update – Thank you to all the volunteers who baked, canned, cooked, 
made homemade crafts for the fall holiday fair, and donated items to the auction.  So 
far, we have raised $1000 on the crafts and food items.  The online silent auction 
raised $3640.  What a great result this is for the first-time virtual auction.  Thank you 
to Jocelyn Henning for coordinating the crafts and food items and to Rebecca Small 
for coordinating the silent auction.  Of course, we thank the friends and members of 
First Church who did their part by making purchases.  The proceeds will benefit the 
Ministers’ Discretionary Fund.   
If you are interested in purchasing Christmas items or items in general contact 
Jocelyn Henning (see the directory).   

++++ 

Midweek Devotions - Each Wednesday, through Advent, the First Church Ministry 
Team will provide a mid-week devotion to help us reclaim our spiritual center and 
restore our inner calm.  Messages are uploaded every Wednesday on Facebook, 
First Church You Tube Station and www.tfcucc.org.  Please like our messages and 
spread the Word!  

++++ 

Thank you to the Property Management Committee and their team of helpers for 
cleaning up the church grounds last weekend. Thanks to Bev Belus, Bob Bianchi, 
Doug Brenner, Janet & Peter Conrad, Lee Hauenstein, Bruce Lund, Walter Marquis, 
Bill McIntyre, Kay Potfora, Curt Potter, Don Smith-Weiss, Don Shippey, Bill 
Thompson, and our young friends from Family Promise. 

http://www.tfcucc.org/


Flowers for Christmas Sunday, December 20.  If you wish to purchase a red or 
white poinsettia, please fill out the form in today’s bulletin and return it, with payment, 
to church office by December 11.  Order forms will also be available in the December 
newsletter, upcoming bulletins, and on our website at tfcucc.org.  Feel free to contact 
Sue in the church office with any questions. 

++++ 

The Thanksgiving and White Dove/Silver Dove Christmas Programs are 
complete!  Carol Butler came up with a gift certificate plan for this year.  Our church 
family rose to the occasion once again and many families here in Nashua will be 
celebrating the holidays through your generosity.  All families were adopted in record 
time.  Thanks to Carol for leading this effort.  Her compassion and dedication to these 
programs are greatly appreciated. 

++++ 

The Stewardship Committee requests that you please return your pledge card 
as soon as possible.  Cards are available at the back of the sanctuary, at the 
welcome center, by contacting the church office, or by going online at 
https://tfcucc.org/2021-online-pledge-card/ 
ACH-Direct Deposit Pledgers, please be sure to submit your 2021 pledge cards to 
let us know if your transactions remain the same or if there are any changes or 
updates you wish to make.   
 

Contact Dianne Smigliani in the church office if you have any questions.  
++++ 

Year-End Reminder - All contributions for the 2020 tax year must be in the church 
office by December 31, 2020 or mailed in letter postmarked December 31, 2020.  
Contact Dianne Smigliani with any questions. 

++++ 

Gratefulness Tree – In-Reach thanks you for your participation in our Gratefulness 
Tree project.  Although symbolic, the tree represents our intentions to pause and give 
thanks for all each of us are grateful for this Thanksgiving.   

++++ 

Thank You Project’s 6th Annual Water Walk - This year’s virtual 3K event will be 
held through December 31, 2020.  The organization supports the third Water Well 
in Nigeria and also provides scholarships to Nigerian students who would not 
otherwise be able to afford to go to college.  Visit the Thank You Project's website for 
more information about the organization and their mission.  Please gather your family 
and friends and participate in this virtual walk. Take pictures and videos of your walks 
and share them on your Facebook page for everyone to see. 

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, December 6, 2020 
Second Sunday in Advent 

8:30 & 10:00 Staff Singer Quartet 
 
 

https://tfcucc.org/2021-online-pledge-card/
https://firstchurchnashua.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=27245a247c9cbd127ec706fdd&id=9e067e4518&e=b1c4169a91


Wednesday Morning Men is on recess and will resume in January.  Contact 
Rev. Andy with any questions.   

++++ 

3C:  Christ Church Connection - This program is designed to help congregants 
meet others in our church.  Contact Al Hock, Sue Haas, Ray Baldwin, Rev. Jami or 
the church office with any inquiries.  I have called you friends, said Jesus.  

++++ 

Office and Building use - The church office is open by appointment. Please call 
ahead to set up a time if you wish to come to the office.  Calls continue to be 
received between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM.  The First Church remains closed to all 
outside group use through the month of December. 

++++ 

Outreach Focus of the Month - The Front Door Agency 
The Front Door Agency offers support and provides services to assist individuals and 
families transition from crisis to self-sufficiency.  The core programs of this agency 
are: Housing Stability, Transformational Housing, Financial Literacy, and the Holiday 
Santa Program.  Currently The Front Door has the capacity to serve 21 families at 
one given time. 
The following is a wish list for supplies used by their residents.  If you are able to 
make a contribution, a container for these items will be at the Welcome Center: 
Cleaning supplies (disinfecting wipes, Lysol, 409 all-purpose cleaner, toilet bowl 
cleaner, shower cleaner, Windex etc.) 
Mops, brooms/dustpans, toilet bowl brushes, plungers 
Antibacterial liquid soaps and dish detergent; 
Paper towels, tissues, toilet paper 
Batteries (AA, AAA, C); 
Gift cards to grocery stores, Walmart, Target 
Gas Cards 

For more information see the November newsletter or visit their website: 
https://www.frontdooragency.org/ 

 

 
Sunday, December 6, 2020 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Worship Services at 8:30 & 10:00 AM 
Livestream at 10:00 AM 

Available on our YouTube channel  
and is also aired on 

WSMN RADIO AM 1590 and FM 95.3 

 

https://www.frontdooragency.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church 

please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and 

committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

 
Office Hours:  Open by appointment and by phone. 

 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 

Find us on Facebook 
 
 
 


