
 



Morning Worship 
Communion Sunday 

Epiphany Sunday 
 

January 3, 2021                                                                             10:00 AM 
 

 
 
 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

 
 
 

 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

 

TOWER CHIME 
 

MEDITATION  “All around us worlds are dying and new worlds 
are being born”.   Howard Thurman 

 

PRELUDE  Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern    J. C. Bach 

            How lovely beams, the morning star    (1642 – 1703) 
 

INTROITUS   What Cheer?        W. Walton 
                                                   STAFF SINGER QUARTET            (1902 – 1983) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP            (based on Isaiah 9, 60) 
Leader: Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has 

risen upon you. 
People: For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 
Leader: Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 

dawn. 
People: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those 

who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 
Together: Let us celebrate the Light of the world, for upon us has the Light 

shined. 
      
 
 

If comfortable to do so, please join in singing our hymns and 

sung responses during worship, while wearing your mask. 
 
 



*HYMN #143  We Three Kings of Orient Are       KINGS OF ORIENT 



*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)  
Most Gracious and Holy God, You led the Magi to behold Your Newborn Son 
by the light of a star. Draw us closer to You by the light of faith. Help us to desire 
You as earnestly as they did. Give us the grace to overcome all the obstacles 
that keep us far from You. Then, may we, like them, have something to offer 
You when your light has led us to your Presence. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

*GLORIA PATRI #513 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost 
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
  world without end, A-men, A-men. 
 
 

 

GREETINGS 
 

 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS                           Isaiah 60:1-6 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon 
you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but 
the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come 
to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look 
around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far 
away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see 
and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea 
shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of 
camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba 
shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of 
the LORD. 

             Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; 
for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men 
and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent 
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 
 

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 



entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 

Pastor: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

GRATIA TIBI   Thanks Be to Thee             T. Tallis 

                     (1505 – 1585) 
 

SERMON   “Shooting Star and Eternal Light”       Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
 

 
 

RESPONSIVE PSALM 147:12-20 
The Psalm will be intoned once: The Congregation sings the same Response, and 
then again at the “R” indication below.  

  Response 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
God of light and darkness, we have seen the glimmer of your star-light 
beckoning to us, but we have turned away and followed other paths. We 
confess that we have not loved you with all our heart, with all our soul, with all 
our mind, and with all our strength. We have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  Forgive us, Savior and Friend. Strengthen our faltering steps and 
guide us in your holy way of peace.  Amen. 

 

  A time of silence for personal confession 
 

 

KYRIE #545  Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us                  J. Merbecke 
     CONGREGATION JOINS IN SINGING           (1510 – 1585) 

  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ have mercy upon us; 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
Leader: Lift up your eyes and see the grace of God is given for us all.  The 

light of God shines through the darkness and I declare to you in the 
name of Jesus you are forgiven. 

People: Thanks be to God 
 
 

 

OFFERTORY  Lute-Book Lullaby                  W. Ballet 
           (17th Century) 

                                           arr. Shaw 
 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                      OLD HUNDRETH LM 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
Holy Lord, as Kings from the East followed the star to see you and offer their 
gifts of devotion and praise; we too make our own offering.  May each gift and 
our intentions express our gratitude and love for the life you are living for us and 
our salvation; the life that never dies. Amen.   

 

 
 
 
 



The Communion 
It is a tradition at First Church that we eat the bread and drink the cup together as the 

people of God renewing our covenant.  We serve grape juice and gluten free bread. 
 
 

Invitation, Sursum Corda and Communion Prayer 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Leader: It is right to glorify You and to give You thanks, our holy and living  

God; You dwell in light inaccessible from before time and forever.  
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, You made all things and  
fill them with Your blessing; You created them to rejoice in the  
splendor of Your radiance.  When we turned from You and fell into  
darkness, You did not leave us alone.  You sent Jesus, light of the 
world, to lead us back into the way of life.  With the faithful of every 
time and place, we joyfully praise Your name: 

 

Sanctus #550                     S. Wesley 
                             (1766 – 1837) 

   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
   Heaven and earth are full of thy glory: 
   Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.  A-men. 
 

Leader: We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus  
took bread and having blessed it, He broke it and gave it to His 
disciples saying, “This is My body which is broken for you. Do this in  
remembrance of Me.” In the same way, Jesus also took the cup,  
after supper, saying, “This cup is of the new covenant in My blood.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” By eating  
of this bread and drinking this cup, we proclaim Christ’s death,  
celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and await Christ's coming again.  

People: Amen. Come, Christ Jesus!  
Leader: Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:  
People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 

Sharing of the Bread  
Kyrie Eleison from Missa Brevis       G. P. da Palestrina 

               (1525 – 1594) 
    

Kyrie Eleison  Lord, have mercy 
   Christe Eleison Christ, have mercy 
   Kyrie Eleison  Lord, have mercy 



Sharing of the Cup   
    Agnus Dei from Missa Brevis        G. P. da Palestrina 
            

Agnus Dei   Lamb of God  
Qui tollis peccata mundi Which takes away the sins of the world 

   Miserere nobis  have mercy on us 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

*HYMN #136  On This Day, Earth Shall Ring   PERSONENT HODIE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL   
Kindly be seated after the Benedictus and remain seated for the Postlude.  
After the Postlude, ushers will dismiss the congregation row by row. 
We ask you to exit through the rear sanctuary door closest to your pew section.  
Those in need of handicap accessibility are welcome to use the link and elevator. 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTUS  Star of Wonder!         KINGS OF ORIENT 
 

POSTLUDE  O Sola Magnarum Uribum          G. Near 

       O More than Mighty Cities Known                 (*1942) 
 

  OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

 

 

 
 

 



************************************************************************ 

HYMNS & PSALM: Pilgrim Hymnal & New Century Hymnal, CCLI#3034682    
DEACON OF THE DAY: Andy Dillman 
STAFF SINGER QUARTET: Janet Poisson, soprano; Brianne Biastoff, alto 
Timothy Ayres-Kerr, tenor; Joseph R. Olefirowicz, bass 
 

************************************************************************ 

HEARING AIDS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 
************************************************************************* 

Have you remembered First Church in you will? 

Masks must be worn at all times inside the building. 
Social distancing practices are expected of the attendees for indoor worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 
 

The Stewardship Committee requests that you please return your pledge card 
as soon as possible.  Cards are available at the back of the sanctuary, at the 
welcome center, by contacting the church office, or by going online at 
https://tfcucc.org/2021-online-pledge-card/ 
ACH-Direct Deposit Pledgers, please be sure to submit your 2021 pledge cards to 
let us know if your transactions remain the same or if there are any changes or 
updates you wish to make.   
 

Contact Dianne Smigliani in the church office if you have any questions.  
++++ 

Office and Building use - The church office is closed to visitors. The office staff is 
available to receive calls between 9:00 AM-noon and 1:00-4:00 PM, Monday 
through Friday.  The First Church remains closed to all outside group use. 

 

THE 10:00 AM SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE IS LIVE STREAMED 
AND IS AVAILABLE ON OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL. 

IT ALSO AIRS ON WSMN RADIO AM 1590 and FM 95.3 
 

 

Worship Service Change 
 

There is one worship service  
at 10:00 AM through February 28. 

 

The service will continue to be livestreamed on our 
 YouTube channel and will also air on WSMN Radio. 

 

https://tfcucc.org/2021-online-pledge-card/


The Biddeford Retreat has been cancelled, but there is good news! Rev. Jami 
and LeeAnne will be offering the retreat via Zoom on Saturday, January 23, from 
12:00-4:00 PM, free of charge!  They promise to have laughter and song, meaningful 
discussion, prayer, meditation, and a bathroom break! 
The Zoom retreat is open to all church family and friends and is free of charge.  
Please contact the church office to sign up and to get the link. 

++++ 

Annual Mitten Tree Drive – We are now collecting mittens to benefit the children at 
three of our neighborhood schools:  Mt. Pleasant Elementary, Broad St. Elementary 
and Adult Learning Center Day Care.  
 

We gratefully receive handmade and purchased mittens.  All children sizes are 
needed. On Sundays, leave mittens near the mitten tree in the coatroom. During the 
week, leave mittens in the lobby at the courtyard entrance.  
For more information, contact Susan Testa.  
 

++++ 

Winter Parking Reminder – Use caution when parking along the north side of the 
church building. Heed the posted signs. Falling snow and ice can cause damage to 
your cars!  

++++ 

Church Cancellation Policy - In the event of inclement weather, a power outage, 
or severe weather advisory, First Church may cancel the 10:00 worship service.  
Expect a robocall from Rev. Andy.  Visit the church webpage (www.tfcucc.org), or 
Facebook Page (First Church Nashua UCC) for any cancellation notices or you can 
also check media outlets WMUR Channel 9, or WZID 95.7 FM under the heading 
First Church Nashua.  The notifications will be announced by 6:00 AM on the Sunday 
in question. 

++++ 

Pledge Envelopes - If you requested 2020 pledge envelopes, they are available in 
the courtyard lobby.  You may pick them on Sunday or during the week during office 
business hours.  If you would like to have envelopes, but did not check the box on 
your pledge card, you may still request them.  

++++ 

Annual Reports are due! Board and Committee chairs, please send your reports to 
Sue by January 15, 2021. 

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, January 10 
1st Sunday after Epiphany/Baptism of Christ 

10:00   Emlee Kohler, solo handbells 
 

 
 
 

 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Bruce Lund 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church please 

seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in 

November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month 

and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every 

member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:  The office is currently closed to visitors.  

The staff is available for phone calls, Monday- Friday, 9:00am-noon & 1:00-4:00pm 
 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook 


