
 

 



CANDLELIGHT SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

December 24, 2020                                                                                        11:00 PM 
 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand. 
 

PRELUDE   Of the Father’s Love Begotten              W. C. Held 
                                                                   (1914 – 2015) 
 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader:   The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen His glory. 

People:   Oh, come, let us worship Him. 

Leader:   The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

People:   The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

Leader:   Those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light has shined. 

People:   We have seen Christ’s glory, the glory as of a child, full of grace and truth. 

Leader:   Unto us a child has been born, unto us a son is given. 

People:   Glory to God in the highest! Alleluia! 
 

*HYMN #116   Angels We Have Heard on High                           GLORIA 

                                                        French, 18th century 

  Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

  And the mountains in reply Echo back their joyous strains. 
 

  Refrain: Glo---ria in excelsis Deo, Glo---ria in excelsis Deo. 
 

  Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 

  Say what may the tidings be, Which inspire our heavenly song. 

  Refrain 
 

OPENING PRAYER 

Almighty and generous God, The Word made Flesh and Light of the world, we praise 

and thank you for the joys of this Christmas season.  You have called us once more to 

tell the story of your coming into the world by the power of love.  Thank you for this 

sacred space, radiant light, your holy word, and so much music.  Now fill us with your 

grace, that in all things we may embrace your will and rejoice in your salvation; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

 

OFFERTORY   O Holy Night                             A. Adam 
                      STAFF SINGER QUARTET                                  (1803-1856) 

                                                                                         arr. Hopson 
 

*DOXOLOGY #515 

 

 



PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts and the giving of this 

offering all show our thankfulness to you, O God our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.  
 

FIRST LESSON  Genesis 1: 26-28, 31a 

HYMN #140   What Child is This?                         GREENSLEEVES 

                                           English, 19th century 
 

What child is this-, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap- is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet- with anthems sweet-,  

While shep--herds watch- are keeping? 
 

Refrain: This, this- is Christ the King-,  

Whom shepherds guard- and angels sing: 

Haste, haste- to bring him laud-, The babe-, the son- of Mary. 
 

Why lies he in- such mean estate- Where ox and ass are feed-ing? 

Good Christian, fear-: for sinners here- The silent Word is pleading. 

Refrain 
 

SECOND LESSON  Genesis 3: 21-24 

CAROL    I Sing of a Maiden                  P. Hadley 
                                                             (1899 – 1973) 
 

THIRD LESSON  Isaiah 9: 2-7 

HYMN #141   The First Nowell                             THE FIRST NOWELL 

                                                               English, 16th century 

1.  All  The first Nowell the angels did say 

    Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 

    In fields where they— lay keeping their sheep 

    On a cold winter’s night that was so deep 
 

Refrain Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell! 

    Born is the King of Israel! 
 

2. Quartet (Congregation on Refrain) 
 

3. ALL  Then let us all with one accord 

    Sing praises to our heav’nly Lord, 

    That hath made heav’n— and earth of naught, 

    And with his blood mankind hath bought 

    Refrain 
 

 

 

 

 



FOURTH LESSON  Micah 5: 2-5a 

CAROL    Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                  W ZŁOBIE LEŻY 
                                 Polish, 13th century 

                                                                 arr. Willcocks 
 

FIFTH LESSON  Luke 2: 1-7 

HYMN #134   O Little Town of Bethlehem                                   ST. LOUIS 

                American 19th Century 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we- see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent- stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 
 

How silently, how silently, The wondrous- gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts The blessings- of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him, still The dear Christ en-ters in.  
 

SIXTH LESSON  Luke 2: 8-20 

CAROL    Lute-Book Lullaby                   W. Ballet 
                                         (17th Century) 

                                                                arr. Shaw 

SEVENTH LESSON  Matthew 2: 1-12 

HYMN #132   O Come All Ye Faithful                          ADESTE FIDELIS 
          Portuguese, 17th century 

                                                                   arr. Sherman 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  

O come ye, O come- ye to Beth-lehem; 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him-, Christ, the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to thee-- be all glo-ry giv’n; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  

O come, let us adore him-, Christ, the Lord! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EIGHTH LESSON  John 1: 1-18 

ANTHEM   What Cheer?                   W. Walton 
                                                                                                                (1902 – 1983) 
 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE   “A Practical Christmas”      Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER (Debts/Debtors) 
 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  
 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHTS/ LET YOUR LIGHTS SHINE! 
 

                                                             Silent Night, Holy Night                                           STILLE NACHT 

                  Austrian, 19th century 
 

                   1.     Silent Night! Holy Night! All is calm, all is bright 

                           Round yon virgin Mother and Child, Holy Infant so tender and mild, 

                           Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

                   2.     Silent Night! Holy Night! Shepherds quake at the sight! 

                           Glories stream from heaven afar. Heavenly hosts sing alleluia! 

                           Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

                   3.     Silent Night! Holy Night! Son of God, love’s pure light 

                           Radiant beams from thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

                           Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth.                    
 

CHRISTMAS BENEDICTION 
 

*HYMN #130  Joy to the World! The Lord is Come                                   ANTIOCH 

                                           English, 18th century 
 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart--- prepare him room---, And heaven and nature sing,  

And heaven and nature sing, And heaven, and hea--ven and nature sing. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, And make the nations prove 

The glo--ries of-- his righteousness--, And wonders of his love, 

And wonders of his love, And won--ders, won--ders of his love. 
 

TOWER CHIMES                                                                 Norma MacKinley-Smith 
 

 

 

 

Officiant:  Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong  

Minister of Music:  Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO 
 

 

A Blessed Christmas to You All - May Peace Prevail on Earth. 
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WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church, 

please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and 

committees.  
 

 

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in 

November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month 

and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every 

member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  
 

 

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 
All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064   882-4861 
In-person Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 AM- The service is livestreamed & airs on 

WSMN Radio AM 1590 & FM 95.3. The Church Office is closedto visitors at this time.  

Staff is available for phone calls Monday-Friday 9:00 AM- Noon and 1:00- 4:00 PM. 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 

Find us on Facebook 

 
 


