First Church Messenger
First Church was gathered in 1685

A Christmas Message
"Lord, you have been our dwelling
place in all generations." - Psalm 90
Friends,
I have heard from so many of you
that your Christmas wish is so simple: to welcome home your families
and loved ones. So many of the secular Christmas songs are about our
longing for coming home and being
together. In my opinion, "I'll be
home for Christmas" is the best of
all. Bing Crosby popularized this
song during World War II when
many would not be home for Christmas. The theme is timeless and
speaks to every generation. Where is
home for you this Christmas?
Home is so much more than a house.
A house is a building, but home is a
place where you feel you belong. It
is a place where you can be who you
are and do not have to explain yourself. It is a place where you are welcomed and loved. It is a place where
you can seek refuge from the world
and be renewed and encouraged to
face the world again. We need each
other.
First Church is your spiritual home--however we gather. We believe that
no matter who you are, whom you
love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. We believe this and share the news with
the same passion as the angels did
with the shepherds on that first
Christmas night. “I bring you news
of a great joy that will be for all people. Today in the town of David a

Savior has been born to you, he is
Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11)
There are not many places with a
message like that in the world, and
we all need such a place. Should we
not be able to gather according to our
cherished traditions at church and/or
at home, may the sting of the loss
lead you to the deeper truth of the
Christmas Message: God is "our
dwelling place in all generations."
Jesus’ birth represents God’s desire
to make a dwelling place in you and
me. Imagine---God is our home.
The Ministry Team and I wish you a
blessed Advent and Christmas
season.
Merry Christmas,
Rev. Andy

December 2020
4:00 PM
Families and Children of all ages*
6:00 PM
Contemplative Christmas
8:00 PM
Service of Lessons and Carols

11:00 PM
Service of Lessons and Carols*
*(4PM and 11PM services will be
live streamed online as well)
The 4:00 and 6:00 PM services will
be shorter formats. Instead of “liveflame” candles this year, everyone
attending will receive LED tea lights
at each service, to “light” during our
singing of SILENT NIGHT.
For all carols to be sung by the congregation with their masks on, we
will plan each Carol to be generally
first and last verses only, to keep
times of singing (and gathering) together slightly modified.
Thorough sanitization of pew surfaces and thorough airing out of the
Sanctuary will occur between each
service.

Christmas Eve Services
Modified During
Covid-19
Your Ministers and Staff have come
up with a plan for this year, to offer
everyone an opportunity to worship
in-person on Christmas Eve, should
they choose to do so during these
times!
We will be adding one service to the
traditional three-service format, to
help distribute attendance and offer
more options for worship.
In-person worship on Christmas
Eve
(please note some new times for this
year only)
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The 4:00, 6:00 and 8:00 PM services
will have soloists present for some
special selections, and the 11:00 PM
service will be enhanced by the Staff
Singer Quartet and a Handbell Duo.
Children’s Choirs are not in session
for the 4:00 PM this season.

With offerings familiar and new, we
hope to allow as many people in our
community the opportunity to gather
together- SAFELY- on Christmas
Eve.
We look forward to welcoming you
to celebrate His birth!
Please see page 4 for the complete
Christmas Season worship schedule.
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Sympathy is extended to Kathie
McIntyre on the death of her sister,
Anne, on October 30.

Telephone: 603-882-4861

All Boards meet vir tually on Monday, December 7.
Baptism - Any adult desir ing to be
baptized or to have their child baptized is asked to call the church office
to schedule an appointment with one
of the pastors.

Congratulations to Kay Potfora on
the birth of her 7th great-grandchild,
Graham Daniel Noyes on November
14.

Hospitalizations - If you or a family member is hospitalized, please
contact the church office.
Help Keep our Records Current.
If you have a change of name, address, phone number or email address
please let the church office know.
Membership - For information about
becoming a member of our faith
community, please call the church
office.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is
looking for new members. Contact
Karen Bianchi, 603-897-0788 or
kbianchister@gmail.com, for more
information about getting involved
with the group.
Visit our website at
www.firstchurchnashua.org to view
all the activities and events going on
at First Church. If you would like to
receive notification that the newsletter has been posted, sign up at the
bottom of the “newsletter” page. If
you wish to go paperless, please notify Sue Englander to have your name
removed from the mailing list.

12/02
12/05
12/06
12/07
12/08
12/10
12/12
12/20
12/20

Water Walk Extended
The Thank You Project’s 6th Annual Water Walk virtual 3K event is
extended through December 31,
2020. The organization
supports the third Water Well in Nigeria and
also provides scholarships to Nigerian students who would not
otherwise be able to afford to go to
college.
Visit the Thank You Project's website for more information about the
organization and their mission.
Please gather your family and
friends and participate in this virtual
walk. Take pictures and videos of
your walks and share them on your
Facebook page for everyone to see.

Midweek Devotions
Each Wednesday, through December 23, the First Church Ministry
Team will provide a mid-week devotion to help us reclaim our spiritual center and restore our inner calm.
Messages will be uploaded every
Wednesday on Facebook, First
Church You Tube Station and
www.tfcucc.org. Please like our
messages and spread the Word!

Robert Freeman
Ken Heider
Amy Roe
Don Dillaby
Larry Carey
Yvette Bourque
Margaret Zoerb
Carol Marshall
Sandra Stone

JANUARY NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE:
MONDAY, DECEMBER 14.
PLEASE SEND ITEMS TO SUE
ENGLANDER. THANK YOU.
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Women’s Wisdom
and Spirituality

Sunday, December 13
Noon-1:30 PM via Zoom
Contact Rev. Jami for the
link and more information.

Celebrate Life:
Helen Keller Style

Looking for an inspiring story I came
across an article written by Helen
Keller in a 1933 issue of the Atlantic
Monthly. “Three Days to See” is a
reminder that most of us are not
grateful for what we have until we
lose it and how this narrows our joy
for life.
So many of us are cranky about the
restrictions we are under due to
COVID-19, especially during the
holidays. This is traditionally a time
of celebration. A time for college
students to return home full of stories
about faraway adventures. A time
for luncheons at Panera followed by
hours of Christmas shopping. It’s
been hard not being able to go to the
movies or freely roam our city
streets, let alone our grocery store
aisles. Helen Keller reminds us we
have many reasons to celebrate.
It is human, perhaps, to appreciate
little that which we have and to long
for that which we have not, but it is a
great pity that in the world of light
the gift of sight is used only as a
mere convenience rather than as a
means of adding fullness to life.
Having only the sense of touch and
smell through which to know others,
Helen imagines what she would do if
she were given three days to see.
And she challenges her readers to do
the same by imagining what they
would do if they only had three days
left to see. Faces! First Helen would
want to see the faces and body language of those she knows.
The quiver of a muscle, the flutter of
a hand, she imagines, would allow
her a glimpse into human nature. I
know my friends from the feel of their
faces. But I cannot really picture
their personalities…I am denied that
deeper understanding of them which
I am sure would come through sight
of them.

How much fuller our lives would be
if we too looked at the people around
us that deeply. Imagine how fewer
arguments there would be if we better understood one another. Helen
tells us to rejoice by looking more
closely at people.
Next Helen would want to see the
surroundings of her home environment, inside and out. The warm colors of the rugs underneath my feet,
the pictures on the walls, the eyes of
her services dogs, and of course
books! Outside she would gaze at
each sunrise and sunset, to completion. She would search for the canopy of tree tops in the woods, and behold the sight of freshly mown fields
she had only been able to smell.
When was the last time you watched
a rising or setting sun to completion?
Imagine only being able to touch a
tree trunk, missing the glory of the
canopy against God’s sky. We would
all do well to look up and give
thanks for our surroundings.
Given a limited amount of time, Helen said she would make a hasty
glimpse of the world, past and present, in museums, at the movies, and
in the theatre. A rtists tell me that for
a deep and true appreciation of art
one must educate the eye…Yet I am
told that, to many of you who have
eyes to see, the world of art is a dark
night, unexplored and unilluminated.
I cannot enjoy the beauty of rhythmic
movement except in a sphere restricted to the touch of my hands…
how much more acute must be the
thrill of seeing grace in motion.
Helen said she would want to climb
the Empire State Building to see the
city vista she’d only been told about.
From there she would walk the city
streets and experience such details
as; women’s dresses moving, window displays, parks with children,
factories and even slums. A lways,
my eyes are open wide to all the
sights of both happiness and misery
so that I may probe deep and add to
my understanding of how people
work and live.
Helen implores us to open our eyes
to the world around us, searching for
deeper encounters with people, places, and things until…everything you
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saw became dear to you…Then, at
last, you would really see, and a new
world of beauty would open itself
before you.
While life is anything but convenient
these days, and much is missing,
there are many reasons to celebrate.
Helen Keller reminds us to be grateful for what we have.
God bless,
Rev. Jami

Thanksgiving and White
Dove/Silver Dove
Programs are Complete
After many sleepless nights over the
Thanksgiving Basket and White
Dove/Silver Dove Programs, I finally came up with the gift certificate
plan and put it into place not knowing how it would work.
Of course, I needn’t have worried. Our church family rose to the
occasion once again and there will
be many families here in Nashua
who will be celebrating the holidays
thanks to your generosity. All families were covered in record time and
for this I am so grateful.
The two agencies I work with were
thrilled to have this type of program
this year. May God bless each and
every one of you….you are truly
angels during these different times!!
Carol Butler

Year-End Reminder!
All contributions for the 2020
tax year must be in the church
office by December 31, 2020
or mailed in letter postmarked
December 31, 2020.
Contact Dianne Smigliani with
any questions.

Holiday Fair Update
A huge thank you to all the volunteers who baked pies,
canned pickles and beets, made jam, created homemade
crafts, and donated items to the auction. Rebecca Small led
the Silent Auction online for the first time and made
$3,640! In addition, almost a $1000 worth of crafts and
food items were sold. We sincerely appreciate the effort
and flexibility shown throughout this unusual year.
Do you need a Christmas or birthday gift? We have satin,
wooden, and musical angels, baby gifts, Bea’s berets and
jewelry, girls barrettes and bracelets, photo, digital and
handmade cards, Frozen and Troll themed items, fleece
hats and gloves, ornaments, toddler knit owl hats, pillows
and pillow cases, Red Sox items, scarves, wall signs, snowmen, wine glasses, floral arrangements, hand painted wood
decorations, wreaths etc. If you are interested in buying any
new handmade craft items, call Jocelyn Henning. All proceeds benefit the ministers Discretionary Fund.
Below is a sampling of items that are available.

December 2020
Worship Schedule
Sunday services are in-person.
The 10:00 service (11:00 on December 20)
is live streamed and is
available on our YouTube channel. It is also
aired on WSMN Radio AM 1590 and FM 95.3

December 6

Second Sunday of Advent

8:30am: Worship
10:00am: Worship
December 13

Third Sunday of Advent

8:30am: Worship
10:00am: Worship
December 20

Christmas Sunday
Christmas at First - Bach’s Cantata 147

9:00am: Worship
11:00am: Worship

Thursday, December 24
Christmas Eve

4:00 PM
Families and Children of all ages*
6:00 PM
Contemplative Christmas
8:00 PM
Service of Lessons and Carols
11:00 PM
Service of Lessons and Carols*

Family Advent Boxes

*(4PM and 11PM services will be live
streamed online as well)

The Christian Formation program has assembled
Advent Boxes filled with crafts and activities for families to do together as we prepare our hearts for
Christmas.

December 27

First Sunday after Christmas

10:00am only: Worship

The boxes are available for pickup at
the Welcome Center on Sundays
from 8:15-11:45 AM and during the
week by appointment. First come,
first served!

Our nursery is closed and there will be no
childcare provided for the services.
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Notes from the Chancel
Kudos To Decibells

Thank You to the Friends
of First Music
A huge note of thanks to all donors
who made our fundraising campaign
drive for the 2020-2021 season such
a success!
For those that don’t know, the
“Friends of First Music” help underwrite all artist and promotional costs
involved with hosting our First Music Concert Series, now in its 13th
season.
We are pleased to have to update our
donor list from what we printed already in our opening November program, for our coming programs in
December. Your generosity is so
greatly appreciated!
Want to become a “Friend of First
Music?” – ask us how! Your generous support allows us to bring this
beloved music outreach to our city
and region.
info@first-music.org

Staff Singers Still Searching
for Bass Position
Our Staff Singer Quartet (which normally supports our Chancel Choir) is
currently the main choral presence in
all worship services.
We still have an open part-time employment position for the BASS position, which has occasionally been
filled with a substitute, but most often by the Minister of Music (!)
If you know of any classical singer
looking for a great opportunity,
please send them our way!
Please have anyone interested contact Joseph in the Music Office at
(603) 882-4861 x15, or through
jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org
Soli Deo Gloria!

To our ringers of the adult choir DECIBELLS, a huge round of gratitude for
their two worship projects this fall.
Everyone worked so well together within our new safety guidelines and we
were very pleased to be able to offer this ministry opportunity to the congregation and the choir members themselves!
The choir will take a brief hiatus through the Holiday season, and is planning
on re-convening in the New Year for rehearsals on January 14.
Already one new potential ringer has approached us to join the future ranks!
That is great news…

Children’s Choirs on Hiatus

After parental feedback and a lack of
registrations to begin properly, the
directors of CHAPEL CHIMERS
and JOYFUL NOISE, in coordination with Joseph, have set the following tentative start dates in the
New Year.
CHAPEL CHIMERS
(Pre-K to Grade 1)
Sundays at 9:15am
February 7
JOYFUL NOISE
(Gr. 2-6)
Tuesdays at 5:00pm
January 19
We are sorry to not be able to host
our children “live” in worship at the
moment, especially the early service
on Christmas Eve this year! But we
remain hopeful to welcome them
back in the New Year, (yet are also
realistic that this may also need to
pushed further out.)
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Opening Concert a
Socially-Distanced Success!
Fifty-three souls gathered to hear the
Anderson Memorial Organ for the
opening November program of the
First Music Concert Series.
Audience members were:


Greeted at the door, and maskwearing was indicated (and
checked) as required
 Greeted at a following station
asking about travel outside of
New England in the 14-days
prior
 Progressed to temperature
checks for every attendee
 And then “contact tracing” registration for every family group
attending.
Every single person adhered to our
strict distancing and safety standards, and it was wonder ful to hear
the gratitude from so many thankful
people who were using First Music
as the first point of outreach to “get
out of the house” in a long time.
Ministry and Music were truly the
theme of the day. And major Kudos
to the Music Committee presence
which made all of this possible, and
additional support from my new colleague LeeAnne!

So Why Host Concerts
During A Pandemic?
This question was asked prior to our
season starting, and I would like to
share thoughts from our Music Committee Chair, Eric Ruthenberg in this
regard:
The answer is twofold. First, one of
the goals of FIRST MUSIC is to
bring high quality live performances
of classical music to our church community, and our wider community
here in southern NH. FIRST MUSIC
was even recognized twice for this
with “Best in NH” awards in 2012
and 2017.
With the recent implementation of
the “Friends of First” fundraising
campaign, we are now able to offer
all of our concerts to the public for
free. Doing this helps reach an audience of people of all ages who may
not be able to afford coming to a
classical concert; who might never
set foot in our sanctuary otherwise.
In short, this is a form of outreach.
Music outreach, and First Church
outreach.
Secondly, as to why in a pandemic, is
because we can do this safely:
1. Our large sanctuary is one of the
few that can hold a group of people
with more than adequate spacing
between parties. Pews are taped off
to accommodate parties of varying
sizes.
2. The Courtyard entrance (is) the
sole one-way entrance to the church
and its Sanctuary.
3. We take temperatures at the door.
4. We conduct contact tracing at the
Welcome Center.
5. Wearing masks will be a requirement for all. There will be no medical
exceptions offered.
6. Air circulation measures in place
promote the exchange of fresh air.
7. No programs will be handed out.
They can be picked up in the back of
the sanctuary to limit contact.
8. There will be no intermission at
any of the programs, to keep passing
contact to a minimum.
9. Dismissal will be done by rows to
the nearest exit, as it is currently be-

ing done in Sunday services.
10. Programming for 9 out of the 11
programs are solo programs, an intentional change from the many multiple player offerings normally on the
Series.
11. Programming including any
singing have additional safety protocols planned and unique seating
placements for the optimal safety for
players, singers and audience/
congregation.
We have the facilities and the staffing to do this effectively and safely.
New Hampshire State Guidelines for
Music (concert) and Theater venues
currently allow for 50% capacity and
make mask use once an “audience” is
seated optional.
Thankfully, our own protocols at The
First Church of Nashua far surpass
these recommendations. Due to our
detailed social distancing seating
plan, this results in only a 30% capacity of our Sanctuary. 60% of what
even the State suggests!
There is a great need in our community for live art. People are hungry to
experience music in a live setting,
and they are excited to do so. We
would NOT be doing this if we, the
Music Committee, did not feel it was
safe to do so. Why are we holding
concerts in a pandemic? Because it is
vitally important to our community
as a point of light, and we can safely
make it happen.
Eric Ruthenberg, Chair
Music Committee of
The First Church

Fridays at First
Organ Programs
Begin December 4
Our three Advent noon-time organ
programs at 12:15 begin on December 4. Please see the poster in this
Newsletter for more information!

Christmas at First
in a Mini Format!
Advent IV this season will still ring
with the sounds of our annual Oratorio, although on a much, much
smaller scale.
The beloved Johann Sebastian Bach
“Cantata 147” will be presented with
our Staff Singer Quartet and guests
from within and outside our church
community.
Distancing standards will be upheld,
and the seating arrangement may
look a little different this year, but
will keep everyone in and near the
Chancel safe, our in-person congregation as well.
This Cantata has two choruses
known in the wider church world as
“Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring” – Seldom can one hear the complete work
offered, especially in these times.
We hope this will bring a point of
light to your Christmas celebrations.
We will stream the 11:00 AM service for those not quite ready to join
us in person. This will be a very special Sunday, (at the traditional 9:00
and 11:00 AM times) and the largest
project for the music ministry since
our adjusted Easter services at the
start of the closures.
Please check the church website for
potential changes.
Chancel Choir, we miss you! All
choirs, actually! We yearn for the
day to return for all to gather for
their facets of the music ministry.
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Foundations in Christian Formation
December Musings with LeeAnne

December 2020
Sunday, December 6
2nd Sunday of Advent

8:30 and 10:00
Staff Singer Quartet
Sunday, December 13
3rd Sunday of Advent

8:30 and 10:00
Staff Singer Quartet
Sunday, December 20

4th Sunday of Advent/
Christmas at First-Bach Cantata 147

9:00 and 11:00
Staff Singer Quartet
and guests
Janet Poisson, soprano
Mauri Tetreault, mezzo soprano
Timothy Ayres-Kerr, tenor
Mark A. Cleveland, bass
Muddy Brook Chamber Orchestra
Joseph R. Olefirowicz, conductor
Thursday, December 24
Christmas Eve

4:00 PM
Mary Bliss, cello
Cyndi Bliss, piano
6:00 PM
Mark A. Cleveland, bass-baritone
8:00 PM
Nicole Plummer, mezzo soprano
11:00 PM
Staff Singer Quartet,
handbell duo
Sunday, December 27
1st Sunday after Christmas
10:00
Brianne Biastoff, mezzo soprano

‘Tis the season we decorate with Light!
Dawn is sleepy and wakes late. We soak
in glimmers of our sun as we go about
our daily business. All too soon sunset
is upon us and we are blanketed in a
cloak of night once again. Take time to
sprinkle light liberally where it’s needed
most through decorations and Light of
God Moments. Be Inspired, the root of
which means In Spirit. Joy and Fury
will both ultimately bring us home to
God. I honor frustration; I seek Joy.
While comforted by cozy fires, pots of soup and frosty windows it’s helpful
to remember to take pause and be grateful. When able to notice the abundance of blessings even in the leanest (physically, emotionally, spiritually,
financially) of times we grow Hope, we grow Faith. When we thank God
for full bellies and hunger pangs, we more easily release the illusion of control and place our trust in God. Remember, the Manna went bad when the
Jews took more than they needed in the desert. God promises to provide.
Children young and old need God.
As we continue in these unexpected times of pandemic may we find ways to
light the fire in each other’s souls. May we take pause to notice the light in
each precious moment, to see the smile reach the eyes of those we meet
along the way -most especially at home. Tomorrow is an illusion; we have
the present moment or none at all.

One Christmas my husband Patrick received an enormous Hershey’s Kiss
from one of his 5th-grade students. Our youngest has a sweet tooth and she
requested daily that he open the Kiss. Patrick, on a number of occasions
said, “Tomorrow we’ll open the chocolate kiss.”
Finally, and in exasperation one day, Genevieve exclaimed, “You say we’ll
do it tomorrow but tomorrow never comes!” Tomorrow never comes. Wisdom.
May we receive God’s Kingdom as a little child.
God made us for such a time as this. Whether worldly treasures are abundant or scarce, Christmas comes. May we take pause and center ourselves
in this knowledge; Christmas Comes. Emmanuel. May God be with us all.

Christian Formation Dates
Confirmation is meeting with mentor s via Google Meet:
December 6, 11:30 AM-12:30 PM
December 20, 11:30AM -12:30 PM
Parent to Parent, Tot to Teen is meeting via Google Meet:
December 3, 8:00-9:00 PM
December 17, 8:00-9:00 PM
Family Advent Boxes ar e available for pickup Sundays fr om 8:15-11:45
AM and during the week by appointment. The boxes contain crafts and
activities for families to do together as we prepare our heart for Christmas.
The 2020 Christmas Pageant is cancelled this year due to COVID-19.
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Meet our Newest
Members
We welcomed 6 new members on
October 18: Judy Gentile, Kathy
Meighan, LeeAnne Steenhoek,
Patrick Steenhoek, Caroline Steenhoek, and Genevieve Steenhoek.
Here are the bios for Judy and Kathy.
The Steenhoek Family’s bios were
not available at press time. Watch for
their bios in the January newsletter.
Judy Gentile was bor n in Weymouth, MA. She graduated from
Abbington High School. She spent
32 years working at St. Bridget’s
Senior Center in Andover, MA.
After meeting her husband, they
moved to Nashua. She has 3 children ages 22, 20 and 19 and they are
currently all in college! She has
tried several churches in Nashua and
discovered First Church during one
of the Christmas strolls.
Judy works in Bedford as a virtual
assistant. She loves to ski, play cribbage, word games and being outside
with her dog.
Kathy Meighan gr ew up in Kensington, CT and graduated from Berlin High School, also in CT. She
graduated from the University of CT
with a degree in Fine Arts, specializing in graphic design. Kathy has
worked for newspapers, spending
many years in the printing and publishing business. She then narrowed
her career down to being involved as
a book publisher, especially children’s books. She has worked with
several artists in book illustration. In
2014 she began working with Drinkable Arts which is drawing and enjoying a drink along the way! She
loves to paint on glassware. Kathy
has participated in many fundraisers
and takes orders online. She is also a
member of the Nashua Area Artists
Association. Kathy says she is getting back into oil painting, altering
books and high end crafting. Look
her up on Facebook!

Welcome!

Thank You Volunteers!
First Church is blessed to have many, wonderful lay leaders and volunteers
who give of their time and talents to serve the church.
Despite the pandemic this year, the craft group held a modified holiday fair
and virtual silent auction. Both were a success thanks to Jocelyn Henning
and Rebecca Small (see related article on page 4). Carol Butler came up
with a different plan for the Thanksgiving Baskets and White Dove/Silver
Dove programs and parishioners stepped up to provide for those who are
less fortunate (see related article on page 3).
Property Management and a crew of workers cleaned up the church grounds
in November. Thank you to Bev Belus, Bob Bianchi, Doug Brenner, Janet
& Peter Conrad, Lee Hauenstein, Bruce Lund, Walter Marquis, Bill McIntyre, Kay Potfora, Curt Potter, Don Smith-Weiss, Bill Thompson, and our
young friends from Family Promise.
Just this past week, several folks helped make our church look festive
(inside and out) for the season: the Steeves and Berry Families, Bruce Lund,
Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein, Jake Holden, Craig Neth, Curt
Potter, Erin Almeda, Barbara Burnham, and the Maffee Family.
Thank you everyone!

Jake Holden and Lee Hauenstein steady the wreath as it is
lifted up for placement on the tower.

Annual Mitten Tree Drive to Start in January
At the start of the new year we will be collecting mittens to benefit the children at three of our neighborhood schools: Mt. Pleasant Elementary, Broad
St. Elementary and Adult Learning Center Day Care.
Knitters and crocheters are hopefully hard at work with plans to fill this tree.
We also gratefully receive purchased mittens. All children
sizes are needed. As you come across those Christmas bargains while shopping to warm the hearts of loved ones in your
life this season, don’t forget to pick up a few pairs of mittens
to warm the hands of our young neighbors in need this winter.
For questions or further information, contact Susan Testa.
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POINSETTIA ORDER
Help decorate the church for Christmas. Red and white poinsettias will be available to purchase for $11.00 per plant.
Make checks payable to: The First Church with flowers in the memo line. Leave this form and your payment in the collection plate on Sundays, December 6 and December 13 or mail in the form with your payment to the church office, by
December 11, 2020. Forms are also available on the church website:
https://tfcucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Poinsettia-Order-Form-2020.pdf
Name of Donor ______________________________________________ Telephone ________________________
HOW YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR DEDICATION TO APPEAR IN THE BULLETIN:
In Honor of: ____________________________________________________________________________________
In Loving Memory of: ____________________________________________________________________________
Other Message: _________________________________________________________________________________
Given by (name, only - no message): _________________________________________________________________
Red________ White ________ Will Take________ Will Leave For Shut-In________ Amount Enclosed__________

Christmas Fund

For the Veterans of the Cross and Emergency fund
“For Such a Time as This” Esther 4:14
The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay employees of the United Church of
Christ for over 100 years, providing emergency grants,
supplementation of small annuities and health premiums,
and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each December
to our lower-income retirees.

Family Promise’s New Home
The former Infant Jesus School in Nashua will be the new
transitional housing facility for local families experiencing
homelessness. Renovations began this fall and will be completed by December 31, 2020. This new facility will allow
them to house up to 24 families experiencing homelessness. Below is a picture taken from the groundbreaking
ceremony at the end of October.

Over the past nine months, because of the COVID-19
pandemic, the emergency financial needs of many who
serve the church have increased dramatically.
In such a time as this, the need for the Christmas Fund is
more urgent than ever.
United Church of Christ congregations and members
have blessed the Christmas Fund with their generosity
for many years. This year, your care and compassion
will be especially appreciated by those servants of the
church who are facing a time of need.
We will receive the offering on Sunday, December
20. For your convenience,
offering envelopes are provided in this newsletter and
they may be mailed to the church office.
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