THE FIRST CHURCH
________________________________________________________________________________________

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Congregational – United Church of Christ
†

Gathered December 16, 1685
No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Morning Worship
First Sunday after Epiphany – Baptism of Christ
January 10, 2021

10:00 AM

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand

APPROACH TO GOD
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship.

TOWER CHIME

Jim Stone

MEDITATION

"If you're going to have a story, have a big story,
or none at all." --Joseph Campbell

PRELUDE

Canon
from 24 Pièces en style libre - Op 31, No. 6

L. Vierne
(1870 – 1937)

CALL TO WORSHIP
(based on Psalm 29)
Leader: Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and
strength.
People: Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; worship the Lord in holy
splendor.
Leader: The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire.
People: The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
Leader: The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl, and strips the forest
bare; and in his temple all say, ‘Glory!’
People: May the Lord give strength to his people!
Together: May the Lord bless his people and our worship with peace! Amen!

*HYMN #453

Ring Out, Wild Bells

DEUS TUORUM MILITUM L.M.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)
Creator God, we stand amazed at your power and glory. We are eager to worship you and
offer our praise, but we are reluctant to answer when we hear you calling our name. We
rejoice in our baptism, but we fear the fire of the Holy Spirit. Forgive us when we forget
your promise to be with us always, Lord Jesus. Reach out your hand and touch us with the
power of your love. Free us from every form of bondage and strengthen us to proclaim your
justice throughout the world. Amen.
A time of silence for personal confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:

Hear the word of the Lord, spoken through the Prophet Isaiah: “I have called
you by name. You are mine. Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.”

*PRAISE #8/1

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

ODE TO JOY

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day.

GREETINGS
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD
SCRIPTURE READINGS

Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the
face of the waters.
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
Acts 19:1-7
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit
when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a
Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into
John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the
people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this,
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether
there were about twelve of them.
Mark 1:4-11
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist,
and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I

is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
Leader:
This is the Word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.

“Inauguration Day”

SERMON

Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD
CENTERING PRAYER
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit, and revealed him
as your beloved Son. Keep us, your children born of water and the Spirit, faithful in your
service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God; through the same Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PRAYER CONCERNS
SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY

When Thou Art Near
EMLEE KOHLER, solo handbells

* DOXOLOGY #515

J. S. Bach
(1685 – 1750)
OLD HUNDRETH LM

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
Gracious and Holy God, we give these gifts and our lives into your creative hands. We offer
our past, with its joys and triumphs, its failures and regrets. Our present, with its struggles
and accomplishments; its hopes and setbacks. Our future, with its fears and freedom, its
pain and possibility. We give our souls over to Your Holy Spirit. Infuse our lives with your
Life in the name Jesus. Amen.

*HYMN #317

I Love to Tell the Story

HANKEY

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Herr Christ, der ein'ge Gottes-Sohn, BWV 601
Lord Christ, the only Son of God

J. S. Bach
(1685 - 1750)

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS
DEACON OF THE DAY: Jeanne Chaloner
COVER ART: Jesus’ Baptism - painting by Rev. Donna Pappenhousen
Used with permission
HYMNS: Pilgrim Hymnal, CCLI#3034682
*************************************************************************
Have you remembered First Church in your will?

Worship Service Change
In-person worship has been suspended until further notice. Both Safe
Church and Prudential committees agree strongly that this action is
warranted due to the COVID-19 cases spiking in our city and state.
Our online service will continue to livestream at 10:00 AM each
Sunday. The livestream link is on our website, Facebook, and Youtube
channels. The service is also broadcast live on WSMN Radio AM

1590 and FM 95.3.

Masks must be worn at all times inside the building.

The church office is closed to visitors at this time.
The staff is available to take your phone calls
between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM, Monday-Friday.
The First Church remains closed to all outside
group use for the foreseeable future.

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current
All Church Forum: The Virus, Vaccine(s), and Varieties of Faith
Wednesday, January 20, 2021 - 7:00 PM on Zoom
The Pandemic of 2020/21 has upended the world and our lives like few other forces
in recent memory. Nevertheless, it propelled profound discoveries, too, that are sure
to change the future of medicine, public health and the practice of faith.
Join Rev. Andy, Dr. Joe Glajch and Dr. Rod Kunz who will bring together their
vocational experience and expertise on a most timely subject. Rod Kunz is the
Associate Leader of the Biological and Chemical Technologies Group at MIT Lincoln
Laboratory, which is in the newly formed Biotechnology and Human Systems
Division there. His group views molecular-scale phenomena as playing an
increasingly larger role in future and emerging national security challenges...this
pandemic being just one example. Joe Glajch, in addition to serving as our First
Church treasurer was The Director of Analytical Development with Momenta
Pharmaceuticals where he applied new generation technologies to the development
and manufacture of drugs and therapeutics.
Contact Sue Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org for a link to the conversation and/or
look for it in First Church E-News.
++++

Wednesday Morning Men’s Group: Psalms, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes
Resumes on January 20, 2021 - 8:00 AM on Zoom
Join Rev. Andy for a weekly one-hour devotion and discussion rooted in the Wisdom
Literature of the Bible. Unlike most Old Testament books, these books do not relate
scenes from Israel’s history. Instead, these sayings, songs, and poems show us how
to understand and deal with everyday problems through the lens of faith. One need
not have knowledge of the Bible to join in. The fellowship we have is as important as
what we learn. Each study stands on its own, so you can join in as you are able. Email Sue Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org, for the link to the study.
++++

Mini Retreat – Due to the cancellation of the Biddeford Retreat, Rev. Jami and
LeeAnne will be offering the retreat via Zoom on Saturday, January 23, from 12:004:00 PM, free of charge! They promise to have laughter and song, meaningful
discussion, prayer, meditation, and a bathroom break!
The Zoom retreat is open to all church family and friends. Contact Sue at
senglander@tfcucc.org for the link and to register.
++++

Mobile Ministry - We have reactivated our mobile ministries. Please reach out to
Rev. Jami if you or a loved one have a need for someone pick up your medications,
grocery shop for food, or other items or if you would like to volunteer on this team.
Always check the First Church Website or Facebook page for our most current news
and announcements. Thank you and God bless you.

Empty Nest Fellowship - New Day!
Monday, January 25, 2021 - 7:00 PM via Zoom
This month ,we will discuss Parenting Young Adults (near or far) as the Pandemic
endures. Once you’ve confirmed your attendance, Rev. Andy will send out
supporting articles for discussion. If you have any questions, plan to attend the
January meeting, or want more information please e-mail Dianne Smigliani,
(dsmiglinani@tfcucc.org). Feel free to invite friends who could use the support. FYI,
This Fellowship is open to all parent/s who have, or are about to have, an “Empty
Nest”, or if your child/children have left the nest, and/or are now back in your homes
as adults during Covid.
++++

Do you donate Via Direct Payments through the Church Office?
Friends, Thank you for your support of The First Church. It is through the pledges
and gifts of our members and friends that the ministry of this church succeeds.
Just a reminder that if you donate via Direct Payments through the Church Office,
your automatic withdrawals continues to occur until we receive written notice from
you, indicating otherwise.
Please continue to submit your pledge cards each year to confirm your pledge
information, or to make any changes. Did you know you can now fill out a pledge
card online?
Follow this link to view and fill out your 2021 Pledge Card. https://tfcucc.org/give/
Contact Dianne Smigliani with any questions.
++++

Annual Mitten Tree Drive – We are now collecting mittens to benefit the children at
three of our neighborhood schools: Mt. Pleasant Elementary, Broad St. Elementary
and Adult Learning Center Day Care.
We gratefully receive handmade and purchased mittens. All children sizes are
needed. Leave mittens in the lobby at the courtyard entrance. Thank you for your
support. Contact Susan Testa with any questions.
++++

Pledge Envelopes - If you requested 2020 pledge envelopes, they are available in
the courtyard lobby. You may pick them up during the week during office business
hours. If you would like to have envelopes, but did not check the box on your pledge
card, you may still request them.
++++

Winter Parking Reminder – Use caution when parking along the north side of the
church building. Heed the posted signs. Falling snow and ice can cause damage to
your cars!
++++

Music in Worship Next Week
Sunday, January 17, 2021
2nd Sunday after Epiphany

10:00 Staff Singer Quartet

Foundations of Christian Formation
Confirmation
Classes will meet on Zoom or Google Meet at 11:30 AM-12:45 PM, on the following
dates:
Sunday, January 10: Work on your Personal Faith Journey with your Mentor.
Complete the Faith Reflections sheet and email it to LeeAnne, Fred and Abby.
Sunday, January 31: Share your Gifts from God in each other with our class.
Horton Center is now registering campers for summer programs - Don’t delay,
register today at: HortonCenter.org to see what is right for you!
How do we experience God? Being God’s beloved Child
In this week’s scripture, we learn about Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist. Jesus
is baptized and the heavens open up and a dove descends upon Him. God says,
“Behold my son Jesus whom I love and in whom I am well pleased.” (Mark 1:10-11
emphasis added)
When I was a child, I imagined a dove resting gently on Jesus’ shoulder, tender and
trusting and sweet. I could hear how God’s voice might have made everyone look
around in awe and wonder.
My friend, Rev. Donna Pappenhousen is an artist. She took a class with Valerie
Tutson who challenged her to find herself in the story of Jesus baptism. My friend
went home and birthed the painting on the cover of our bulletin. Look at Jesus, John
the Baptist and the Holy Spirit full of grace and power in the form of a dove splicing
through this moment and all of creation. Pastor Andy told me that in the Greek the
word used literally means “dive-bombed”. The Holy Spirit dive-bombed Jesus and
all present to experience the wonder of God. I can feel the energy in this painting.
My friend also shared that she is in the painting. She envisioned herself with Jesus.
Look at the woman in the front that is my friend. She envisioned that Jesus asked
her to hold his robe as he went to John to be baptized. They are surrounded by a
cloud of witnesses.
Where are you in the painting? Have you been baptized? Have you seen a child be
baptized recently? What does it mean to be God’s beloved child? Take a look in the
mirror and say out loud, “Behold God’s beloved child _______________(your name)
in whom God is well pleased”. Say it to a parent or child or grandparent. It’s always
good to be reminded we are God’s children created in His image.
Whether you experience God through nature and imagine God as the gentle dove
on Jesus’s shoulder tender, trusting and sweet or you experience the power
exploding through the heavens and reverberating through creation like my friend or
in your own way, you are right with God. Know. You are God’s beloved child.

Jesus’ Baptism
Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River by John the Baptist. God spoke from the heaven and
said he was well pleased with his beloved Son. The Spirit of god descended upon Jesus.
Color in all the areas marked with an x to find out what form God’s Spirit took as it descended.

THE FIRST CHURCH
STAFF
Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org
Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org
Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org
Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org
Sexton, Bruce Lund
Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans

WELCOME
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who
are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill
out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or
hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in
Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church
please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and
committees.

INFORMATION
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day
Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the
tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United
Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and
seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the
church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the
first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely
by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.

PASTORAL CARE
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow,
and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized.
COMMUNICATIONS
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that
we may keep our records current.
All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for
the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.
All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary.

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861
Office Hours: The office is currently closed to visitors.
The staff is available for phone calls, Monday- Friday, 9:00am-noon & 1:00-4:00pm
Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org
Find us on Facebook

