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Gathered December 16, 1685 
 

 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
 

February 17, 2021           7:30 PM 
 

The season of Lent is a time of self-examination and obedient expectation for the 

church as Easter approaches. Therefore, let us enter the sanctuary praying humbly, 

yet expectantly, for God’s Spirit to be with us. 
 

 
 

TOWER CHIMES                
 
 

PRELUDE  Erbarm’ Dich Mein, O Herre Gott, BWV 721         J. S. Bach 

     Be merciful to me, Lord God            (1685 – 1750) 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
Leader: Psalm: 51:10-13, 15-17 
 

 
 

PRAYER (Unison) 
Loving God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to us who 
have gone astray from your ways, and bring us again with penitent hearts and 
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, 
Jesus Christ your Son. AMEN. 
 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS           Genesis 3: 1-10 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any 
tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the 
tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall 
die.’“ But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that 
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” 
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was 
with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for 
themselves. They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at 
the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from 
the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 



But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He 
said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked; and I hid myself.” 
               Matthew 5:21-37 
“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not 
murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you 
that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; 
and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you 
say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. So when you are offering 
your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something 
against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled 
to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. Come to terms 
quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your 
accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you 
will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have 
paid the last penny. 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to 
you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out 
and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for 
your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to 
sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members 
than for your whole body to go into hell. “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces 
his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I say to you that anyone 
who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to 
commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall 
not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ But I 
say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or 
by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great 
King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or 
black. Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes 
from the evil one. 
 

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

MEDITATION    Kyrie, Gott Vater in Ewigkeit, BWV 672        J. S. Bach 

         Lord, God the Father in eternity 
 

       



HOMILY            “Dare to be Sinners”         Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong 
 

 
 
 

MEDITATION  Christe, aller Welt trost, BWV 673         J. S. Bach 

         Christ, all the world’s comfort 
 
 
 

A LITANY FOR THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
 

Leader 1: What are the Ten Commandments?  
 

People:  The Ten Commandments give a summary of God's law for 
our lives. They teach us how to live rightly with God and 
one another.  

 

Leader 2: Why should you obey this law?  
 

People:   Not to win God's love, for God already loves me. Not to 
earn my salvation, for Christ has earned it for me. Not to 
avoid being punished, for then I would obey out of fear. 
With gladness in my heart I should obey God's law out of 
gratitude, for God has blessed me by it and given it for my 
well-being.  

 

Leader 2: What is the first commandment?  
 

People: You shall have no other gods before me. 
 (Ex. 20:3; Deut. 5:7).  
 

Leader 1: What do you learn from this commandment?  
 

People:  No loyalty comes before my loyalty to God. I should 
worship and serve only God, expect all good from God 
alone, and love, fear, and honor God with all my heart.  

 

Leader 1: What is the second commandment?  
 

People: You shall not make for yourself an idol. (Ex. 20:4; Deut. 5:8) 
 

Leader 2: What do you learn from this commandment?  
 

People:  First, when I treat anything other than God as though it 
were God, I make it an idol. Second, when I assume that my 
own interests are more important than anything else, I 
make them into idols, and in effect I also make an idol of 
myself.  

 

Leader 2: What is the third commandment?  
 

People:  You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord 
your God. (Ex. 20:7; Deut. 5:11) 

 



Leader 1: What do you learn from this commandment?  
 

People:  I should use God's name with reverence and awe. God's 
name is holy and deserves the highest honor from us. It is 
insulted when used carelessly, as in a curse or a pious 
cliché.  

 

Leader 1: What is the fourth commandment?  
 

People:  Remember the Sabbath Day, and keep it holy. (Ex. 20:8; 
Deut. 5:12).  

 

Leader 2: What do you learn from this commandment?  
 

People:   God requires a special day to be set apart so that worship 
can be at the center of my life. It is right to honor God with 
thanks and praise, and to hear and receive God's Word.  

 

Leader 2: What is the fifth commandment?  
 

People: Honor your father and your mother. (Ex. 20:12; Deut. 5:16).  
 

Leader 1: What do you learn from this commandment?  
 

People:  Though I owe reverence to God alone, I owe genuine 
respect to my parents, both my mother and father. God 
wills me to listen to them, be thankful for the benefits I 
receive from them, and be considerate of their needs, 
especially in old age.  

 

Leader 1: What is the sixth commandment?  
 

People: You shall not murder. (Ex. 20:13; Deut. 5:17).  
 

Leader: What do you learn from this commandment?  
 

People:  God forbids anything that harms my neighbor unfairly. 
Murder or injury can be done not only by direct violence 
but also by an angry word or a clever plan, and not only by 
an individual but also by unjust social institutions. I should 
honor every human being, including my enemy, as a 
person made in God's image.  

 

Leader 2: What is the seventh commandment?  
 

People: You shall not commit adultery. (Ex. 20:14; Deut. 5:18).  
 

Leader 1: What do you learn from this commandment?  
 

 



People:  God requires fidelity and purity in sexual relations. Since 
love is God's great gift, God expects me not to corrupt it, or 
confuse it with momentary desire or the selfish fulfillment 
of my own pleasures. God forbids all sexual immorality, 
whether in married or in single life.  

 

Leader 1: What is the eighth commandment?  
 

People: You shall not steal. (Ex. 20:15; Deut. 5:19).  
 

Leader 2: What do you learn from this commandment?  
 

People:  God forbids all theft and robbery, including schemes, tricks 
or systems that unjustly take what belongs to someone 
else. God requires me not to be driven by greed, not to 
misuse or waste the gifts I have been given, and not to 
distrust the promise that God will supply my needs.  

 

Leader 2: What is the ninth commandment?  
 

People:  You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  
  (Ex. 20:16; Deut. 5:20).  
 

Leader 1: What do you learn from this commandment?  
 

People:  God forbids me to damage the honor or reputation of my 
neighbor. I should not say false things against anyone for 
the sake of money, favor or friendship, for the sake of 
revenge, or for any other reason. God requires me to speak 
well of my neighbor when I can, and to view the faults of 
my neighbor with tolerance when I cannot.  

 

Leader 1: What is the tenth commandment?  
 

People:  You shall not covet what is your neighbor's. (Ex. 20:17; 
Deut. 5:21).  

 

Leader 2: What do you learn from this commandment?  
 

People:  My whole heart should belong to God alone, not to money 
or the things of this world. "Coveting" means desiring 
something wrongfully. I should not resent the good fortune 
or success of my neighbor or allow envy to corrupt my 
heart.  

 

Leader 2: Can you obey these commandments perfectly?  
 
 

 



People:  No. Yet there is more grace in God than sin in me. While I 
must confess my sins to God and resolve not to commit 
them, I can be confident that God is forgiving, and will give 
me the grace to grow in love and knowledge day by day. 

  

 A time for silent confession 
 
 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Pastor:  Hear the good news:  Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners.  He gave power to his disciples to declare and 
pronounce to his people, being repentant, the forgiveness of 
their sins.  I declare to you, therefore, that God is just, and may 
be trusted to forgive your sins and cleanse you from every kind 
of wrong.  In the name of Christ, I tell you, your sins are forgiven 
you.  In the spirit of Christ, be likewise forgiving. 

 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

CONCLUDING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 

  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   
  Amen. 
 

 
 
 

MEDITATION            Kyrie, Gott heliger Geist, BWV 674         J. S. Bach 

            Lord, God Holy Ghost 
 

BENEDICTION 
 
 

 

In reverence to the solemn season, remembering Christ’s sacrifice 
on the Cross, a postlude will not be played during Lent. 
 

 

******************************************************************* 

OFFICIANTS:  Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong & Rev. Jami Boyle 
MINISTER OF MUSIC:  Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO 
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Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org 

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Steve Buck 
 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 

 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those 

who are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary 

or fill out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering 

plate or hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of 

fellowship, in Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of 

First Church please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various 

boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same 

day Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, 

is the tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with 

the United Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First 

Church and seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested 

in joining the church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during 

worship in November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first 

Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  
 

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, 

sorrow, and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so 

that we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 603-882-4861 
 

Office Hours:  The office is currently closed to visitors. 

The staff is available for phone calls, Monday-Friday, 9:00am-noon & 1:00-4:00pm. 
Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 


