
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congregational – United Church of Christ 

 
† 
 

Gathered December 16, 1685 
 

 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Morning Worship 
Communion Sunday 

Third Sunday in Lent 
 

March 7, 2021                                                                             10:00 AM 
 

 
 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

 

 

 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

 

TOWER CHIME                    Jim Stone 
 
MEDITATION  “A person that does not know how to be angry 

does not know how to be good.”        Henry Ward Beecher 
 

PRELUDE  Dix Pièces (Ten Pieces)               J. Langlais 

     iii. Choral in e minor                      (1907 – 1991) 

 

INTROIT   The Lord Is In His Holy Temple     F. R. Lund 
     STAFF SINGER QUARTET                                (*1938) 
 

                   Composer-In-Residence 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP               (based on Psalm 19, 1 Corinthians 1: 18-25) 
Leader: The world finds no proof of God. 
People: But the heavens tell of God’s glory. 
Leader: God’s message is foolishness to the world. 
People: But God’s folly surpasses human wisdom. 
Leader: The freedom of the world brings us death. 
People: But obedience to God’s ways brings life. 
Leader: We gather in the name of Christ crucified. 
Together: The Word made flesh brings life to God’s people! 
            
 

 

If comfortable to do so, please join in singing our hymns and 

sung responses during worship, while wearing your mask. 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #441    Once to Every Man and Nation        EBENEZER 



*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)  
All-knowing and all-caring God, we gather this day drained from another week.  
We are like a parched desert.  Visit us with Your presence, saturate us with 
Your Holy Spirit, and bathe us in Your streams of living water, that our lives 
might offer You praise and honor in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

*GLORIA PATRI #513 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost 
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
  world without end, A-men, A-men. 
 

GREETINGS 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS                   1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom 
of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one 
who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 
did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness 
to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 
of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, 
and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

                        John 2:13-22 
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple 
he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated 
at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both 
the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things 
out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” The Jews 
then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This 
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three 
days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture 
and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

 

Pastor: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 



GRATIA TIBI   Thanks Be to Thee             T. Tallis 

                     (1505 – 1585) 
 

SERMON    “Anger Management”              Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
 

RESPONSIVE PSALM 19 BRIANNE BIASTOFF, psalmist 
The Psalm will be intoned once: The Congregation sings the same Response, and 
then again at the “R” indication below.  

  Response 
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RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Holy God, You gave commandments to Your chosen people that they might live 
together before You.  We would rather argue about them than live by them.  
Some of us have made idols of them. Some of us consider them quaint and 
irrelevant.  O God, in Your mercy, forgive us.  Remind us that even Your 
foolishness is wiser than we can imagine.  Remind us that Your commandments 
are sweeter than honey.  Write Your law on our hearts that we might live for 
You. 

 
 

  A time of silence for personal confession 
 
 

KYRIE #545  Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us                  J. Merbecke 
     CONGREGATION JOINS IN SINGING           (1510 – 1585) 

  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ have mercy upon us; 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader: Hear the good news!  God is rich in mercy. 
People: Christ brought us to life. Even when we were dead in our sins by His 

grace that we are saved. 
Leader: Friends, believe the good news! 
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 

OFFERTORY  If Ye Love Me             T. Tallis 
 

*LENTEN DOXOLOGY #515                      OLD HUNDRETH LM 
 

Lord Christ, throughout these Forty Days 
Thy sacrifice our voices praise 
Through thy temptation victory won: 
Eternal life, Eternal Son. 
Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
Glorious Giver of all good things, let Your grace flow through us; a generous 
stream, unstoppable, refreshing, abundant.  We entrust these gifts to flow out 
to the entire world through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 
 

 



The Communion 
It is a tradition at First Church that we eat the bread and drink the cup together as the 

people of God renewing our covenant.  We serve grape juice and gluten free bread. 
 

Invitation, Sursum Corda and Communion Prayer 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Leader: It is right for us to give thanks and praise, O Lord, our God, sustainer 
of the universe.  At your command all things came to be.  By your 
will, the vast expanse of space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their 
courses, and this fragile earth, our island home, were all created and 
have their being.  You brought forth the human race and blessed us 
with memory, reason, and skill.  You made us the stewards of 
creation, but we turned against you and betrayed your trust.  Yet your 
mercy is like a spring that never fails. 
You yourself, in Christ your Son, have come to deliver us: you 
redeem us in your love and compassion; you create new heavens 
and a new earth where the cry of distress is heard no more.  
Therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus and with 
those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 
proclaim with them your glory in their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus #550                     S. Wesley 
                             (1766 – 1837) 

   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
   Heaven and earth are full of thy glory: 
   Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.  A-men. 
Leader: We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus  

took bread and having blessed it, He broke it and gave it to His 
disciples saying, “This is My body which is broken for you. Do this in  
remembrance of Me.” In the same way, Jesus also took the cup,  
after supper, saying, “This cup is of the new covenant in My blood.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” By eating  
of this bread and drinking this cup, we proclaim Christ’s death,  
celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and await Christ's coming again.  

People: Amen. Come, Christ Jesus!  
Leader: Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:  
People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

 



Sharing of the Bread  
    Communion Service in D Major  (Missa Brevis)   E. Titcomb 

    Kyrie Eleison (Lord Have Mercy)                              (1884 – 1968) 

    Sanctus  (Holy)  
 

Sharing of the Cup   
    Communion Service in D Major (Missa Brevis) E. Titcomb 

         Benedictus Qui Venit (Blessed is He who comes) 

    Agnus Dei  (Lamb of God) 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

*HYMN #157   In the Cross of Christ I Glory                     RATHBUN 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISMISSAL  We kindly remind the congregation to be seated after the 

Benedictus, and to wait for dismissal as the ushers come 
to your aisle. You will be guided to a door nearest 
to your seating section. 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTUS  Our Sins, Not Thine, Thou Bearest, Lord           BANGOR 
 

POSTLUDE  In reverence to the solemn season, remembering Christ’s  

sacrifice on the Cross, a postlude will not be played during Lent. 
 

  OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

 

DEACON OF THE DAY:  Andy Dillman 
STAFF SINGER QUARTET:  Janet Poisson, soprano; Brianne Biastoff, alto 
Timothy Ayres-Kerr, tenor; Scott Taylor, bass 
HYMNS & PSALM: Pilgrim Hymnal, New Century Hymnal, CCLI#3034682    
COVER ART: Purification of the Temple, El Greco c. 1600 
Henry Clay Frick bequest, http://collections.frick.org/view/objects/asitem/items$0040:197 
 

************************************************************************ 

The flowers in the pulpit are given in loving memory  
of her mother, Carol King Hallee, by Kristin Hallee. 

************************************************************************ 

HEARING AIDS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 
************************************************************************* 

Have you remembered First Church in you will? 
 

 

 
 

The church office is closed to visitors at this time.   
The staff is available to take your phone calls between  

9:00 AM and 4:00 PM, Monday-Friday.  
 The First Church remains closed to all outside group 

 use through the end of March. 
 

Masks must be worn at all times inside the building. 

 

Sunday Worship  
 

In-person worship:  10:00 AM. 
 

The service is livestreamed on our YouTube channel 
 and also airs on WSMN Radio AM 1590 and FM 95.3. 

 

http://collections.frick.org/view/objects/asitem/items$0040:197


Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

All Church Devotional - Lent 2021: A Season of Healing continues… 
Tuesday, March 9, 7:00 PM 

 Emotional Healing with Rev. Dr. Cal Genzel 
 

Tuesday, March 16, 7:00 PM 
Relational Healing with Mark Baddeley 

 

Tuesday, March 23, 7:00 PM  
Communal Healing with Rev. Jami 

 

April 1, Maundy Thursday at 7:30 PM   
Rev. Andy and Rev. Jami 

 

The series focuses on the stories of healing in the Gospel of Matthew. Daily readings 
began on Ash Wednesday (February 17) and will conclude on Easter Sunday (April 
4).  Your ministry team and guests will lead a Tuesday evening Zoom devotion and 
discussion on the major healing themes of Jesus’ ministry: spiritual, physical, 
emotional, relational, and communal. 
Follow this link to the readings: https://wp.me/ab3kUy-1Na.  Contact Sue 
(senglander@tfcucc.org) for the links to the discussion groups. Discussion dates: 
February 23, March 2, 9, 16 and 23.  Each discussion will be recorded. 

++++ 

Ministry Team News: Welcome back Rev. Andy Gilman - During the disruption 
brought about by Covid-19, Church leaders have delayed the search for an Associate 
Minister. Nevertheless, our ministry team is in need of support. To this end, we are 
thrilled to announce that former Interim Minister Rev. Andy Gilman will return on a 
limited basis to do just that. His first day will be March 15th and he is scheduled to 
preach on March 21st. Welcome back Rev. Andy! 

++++ 

We are looking for volunteers to help people from the church register for a COVID 
vaccine.  If you are comfortable navigating websites and could walk someone 
through the process over the phone then you are needed!  Please contact the church 
office to add your name to the list of volunteers.  
Likewise, if you could use a volunteer to help you register for your COVID vaccine 
online, contact the office and we’ll get you connected.   

++++ 

Strategic Planning Team - The Prudential Committee has baptized a small team to 
look to our congregation’s future.  Our effort includes identifying the mission, values 
and vision which have defined First Church then consider areas in ministry where 
God may call us to go.  There’s a practical dimension to this as we look at our 
resources and risks, liabilities and assets. Team members include Caryl Sullivan 
(Leader), Carol Kreick, Chris Guild, Dave Almeda, Joe Glajch, Carol Baldwin and 
Rev. Andy.  Expect to hear from us in the coming months for your feedback. In the 
meantime, feel free to reach out to any team member to learn more and share your 
ideas.  

https://wp.me/ab3kUy-1Na
mailto:senglander@tfcucc.org


First Church Scholarships are awarded each year to deserving students who 
intend to further their education beyond high school.  Criteria for the scholarships 
include: 
 

Active Membership at First Church 

 Service to and participation in the church 

 Financial need 

 Community service and extracurricular activities 
 

Scholarship applications are emailed directly to senior students and their parents and 
are also available on the church’s website: www.tfcucc.org.  Completed applications 
must be returned electronically no later than noon April 15, 2021.  Applications 
submitted after the deadline will not be considered.  
Educational grants are available for adult members of the church pursuing any type 
of vocational or academic program and for students who are already in college and 
who have not received a First Church scholarship in the past.  Grant applications can 
be emailed to applicants directly and are available on the church website, and are 
due by noon on April 15, 2021. 
 

Please email any questions about the scholarship and grant program to 
scholarships@tfcucc.org. 
 

Donations to the Scholarship Fund are always welcome.  Checks should be payable 
to First Church with “Scholarship Fund” in the memo, and may be dropped in the 
offering plate or mailed to the church office. 

++++ 

Resurrection Gardens - Prepared by our Confirmands as a gift to our First Church 
family, resurrection gardens offer us a new way to honor our time of waiting during 
Lent and feel and grow our hope as our gardens grow blossoming and preparing us 
for Easter Sunday April 4.  Each garden includes a tomb, a stone, 3 crosses, various 
bulbs, ivy, and a petite palm tree in a dish.  
Roll away the stone from the tomb on Easter Sunday to see a tea light battery candle 
to illuminate the empty tomb and celebrate Easter.  He is Risen!  He is Risen indeed!  
We are Easter People! 
Quantities are limited to 30, so place your order today! Please contact Sue  at 
senglander@tfcucc.org. 

++++ 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality will meet on March 14 and March 28, 12:00 
to 1:30 PM via Zoom, with the study of Bad Girls of the Bible.  There is no need to 
attend all sessions.  Email Rev. Jami for the link.   

++++ 

Sign up to receive First Church e-News to stay in touch with what’s happening at 
First Church.  Included will be information on Sunday’s sermons, choirs and guest 
musicians, Christian Formation news and activities, and upcoming classes and 
events.  Contact Dianne at dsmigliani@tfcucc.org, and she will add you to the list. 
 

http://www.tfcucc.org/
mailto:scholarships@tfcucc.org
mailto:senglander@tfcucc.org


Wednesday Morning Men’s Group: Psalms, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes 
Join Rev. Andy for a weekly devotion and discussion rooted in the Wisdom Literature 
of the Bible. One need not have knowledge of the Bible to join in.  The fellowship we 
have is as important as what we learn.  Each study stands on its own; join as you 
are able.  The group meets from 8:00-9:00 AM on Zoom.  Contact Sue, 
senglander@tfcucc.org, for the link.   

++++ 

Mobile Ministry - Please contact Rev. Jami if you or a loved one have a need for 
someone to pick up your medications, grocery shop for food, or other items or if you 
would like to volunteer on this team. 
Always check the First Church Website or Facebook page for our most current news 
and announcements. Thank you and God bless you.  

++++ 

Submit Prayer Concerns Online - Find the ‘prayer request’ button on the worship 
page for any prayer concerns you would like to share with Rev. Jami.  If you are in 
need, we would love to partner with you in prayer.  You may also submit a confidential 
prayer by calling the church office. 

++++ 

Consecrated Communion packets are available through the church office for those 
parishioners who wish to receive Communion while watching the online worship 
service. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Contact Sue, 882-4861 or 
senglander@tfcucc.org, to arrange for a pick-up time. 

++++ 

If you requested 2020 pledge envelopes, they are available in the courtyard lobby.  
You may pick them up during the week during office business hours.  If you would 
like to have envelopes, but did not check the box on your pledge card, you may still 
request them.  

++++ 

Church Cancellation Policy - In the event of inclement weather, a power outage, 
or severe weather advisory, First Church may cancel the 10:00 service.  Expect a 
robocall from Rev. Andy.  Visit the church webpage (www.tfcucc.org), or Facebook 
Page (First Church Nashua UCC) for any cancellation notices or you can also check 
media outlets WMUR Channel 9, or WZID 95.7 FM under the heading First Church 
Nashua.  The notifications will be announced by 6:00 AM on the Sunday in question. 

++++ 

Winter Parking Reminder – Use caution when parking along the north side of the 
church building. Heed the posted signs. Falling snow and ice can cause damage to 
your cars!  

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, March 14  
4th Sunday in Lent    

10:00   Staff Singer Quartet 
     



Foundations of Christian Formation 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation - Our next class is today.  Come to worship on Sundays if you are able 
to attend.  We will be assembling Resurrection Gardens and kits for families to create 
their own on Saturday March 13 and Sunday March 14.  We will determine best times 
during our class March 7 as well as our distribution plan. 
 

Reflections on the Heart, an illustrated LENT for Families by Illustrated Ministry 
is available as a digital download.  This is Christian Formation’s devotions for families 
this Lenten season but all ages are encouraged to partake.  Please read this 
excerpt from the introduction: 
 

Each Sunday there are devotions written for all ages with appropriate questions and 
topics for your children no matter what the age.  You do not need to do all the 
activities to have a meaningful experience.  Each devotion consists of the following 
elements: 
 

1. Scripture: selected from the Gospel concerning treasures and matters of the 
heart.   

2. Reflection: a brief reflection is offered for each of the scripture texts.  It might 
make sense for you to read this section to your family, or you may want to read 
it for yourself and see what questions or themes will resonate best for your 
family. 

3. Discussion and coloring page:  This is a chance for some family 
conversation.  Since we love coloring here at Illustrated Ministry, we find some 
of the best conversations often happen while coloring and doing something 
creative together.  We suggest discussing the questions offered (tied to 
scripture and activity) while coloring the week’s coloring page. 
 

If you wish to download a copy, contact LeeAnne, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org  or Sue, 
senglander@tfcucc.org for the link.  Printed copies are available in the church 
office and at the welcome center on Sunday mornings.  Contact the office so we 
can prepare to have your copy ready. 
Please note- LeeAnne has emailed a digital download to all of her contacts at First 
Church.  Please take a moment to email her if you have not received the email so 
that she is able to contact you in the future.  Thank you. 
 

Horton Center is registering campers for summer programs.  Register today at: 
HortonCenter.org to see what is right for you!  There are camps for all kinds of 
interests and age levels from our environment in Climate Buddies to Archery and Art.  
Contact LeeAnne with any questions. 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
mailto:senglander@tfcucc.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Steve Buck 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church please 

seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in 

November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month 

and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every 

member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 
 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:  The office is currently closed to visitors.  

The staff is available for phone calls, Monday- Friday, 9:00am-noon & 1:00-4:00pm 
 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook 


