
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MAUNDY THURSDAY 
Sacrament of Communion and Service of Tenebrae 

 

April 1, 2021                                                                                           7:30 PM 
 

This is an adaptation of an early fourth century service.  Please enter silently and leave silently.  

Meditate on the meaning of Jesus' last supper with His twelve disciples.  The extinguishing of the 

lights is symbolic of the flight of the disciples, the approach of the dark hate of Jesus' enemies, and 

the passion of our Lord. The moment of total darkness recalls the days our Lord was in the tomb. 

The relighting of the single candle is prophecy of the Easter so soon to dawn. 

 Please leave the service in silence. 
 

TOWER CHIME                   Norma MacKinley-Smith         
 
 

Maundy Thursday worship this evening is supported  
through a complete music offering of the 

 

STABAT MATER 
G. B. Pergolesi 

(1710 – 1736) 
 

PRELUDE  I. Stabat Mater Dolorosa    
 

Stabat Mater dolorosa  The grieving mother 
Iuxta crucem lacrimosa  stood weeping beside the cross  
Dum pendebat Filius.  where her Son was hanging. 

 

II. Cujus animam gementem     
 

Cuius animam gementem Through her weeping soul, 
Contristatam et dolentem compassionate and grieving,  
Pertransivit gladius.  a sword passed. 

 

GREETING 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader:  We are gathered to recall the story of the night in which Jesus 

Christ was betrayed.  Are you prepared to come to the table of 
Jesus Christ, Whose life was poured out for you? 

People: By the grace of God, we are. 
Leader: Are you able to watch with Jesus at prayer in the garden, indeed to 

struggle yourselves to be in unity with God's will? 
People: By the grace of God, we are. 
Leader: Will you follow Jesus even into the night of betrayal? 
People: By the grace of God, we will. 
Leader: Then let us praise God, even in this hour of darkness! 
All: God of grace and steadfast love, greatly is Your name to be praised 

in all the earth! 



*HYMN #170  O Sacred Head Now Wounded           PASSION CHORALE 
 



UNISON PRAYER 
O God, Who by the example of Your son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, teaches us 
the greatness of true humility and calls us to watch with Him in His passion:  
give us grace to serve one another and to enter into the fellowship of Christ's 
suffering, in His name and for His sake.  Amen. 
 
 

ANTHEM   III. O quam tristis et afflicta 
     

O quam tristis et afflicta  O how sad and afflicted 
Fuit illa benedicta   was that blessed mother 
Mater unigeniti!   of the only-begotten! 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                    Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 
 My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick. Hark, the cry of my poor 
people from far and wide in the land: “Is the Lord not in Zion? Is her King not in 
her?” (“Why have they provoked me to anger with their images, with their 
foreign idols?”) “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not 
saved.” For the hurt of my poor people I am hurt, I mourn, and dismay has taken 
hold of me. Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then 
has the health of my poor people not been restored? 
O that my head were a spring of water, and my eyes a fountain of tears, so that 
I might weep day and night for the slain of my poor people! 
 

ANTHEM   IV. Quae moerebat et dolebat      
         

Quae moerebat et dolebat, Who mourned and grieved, 
et tremebat, cum videbat  and trembled, when she saw 
Nati poenas incliti.   the torment of her glorious child. 

 
 

MEDITATION  “The Language of Tears”        Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
 
 

ANTHEM   V. Quis et homo qui non fleret 
        

Quis est homo qui non fleret, Who is it that would not weep, 
Christi matrem si videret  seeing Christ’s mother 
In tanto supplicio?   in such agony? 
 

Quis non posset contristari Who would not have compassion 
Piam matrem contemplari  on the devout mother contemplating 
Dolentem cum filio?  the suffering of her Son? 
 

Quis? Quis?    Who? Who? 
 

Pro peccatis suae gentis  The bruised of His nation 
Vidit Jesum in tormentis  Saw Jesus in torture 
Et flagellis subditum  and rendered scourged 

 
 
 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND PROMISES OF GRACE 
 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 

It is a tradition at The First Church that we eat the bread and drink the cup 

 together as the people of God renewing our covenant.  
 

 

Invitation, Sursum Corda and Communion Prayer 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Leader: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks to You, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins He was lifted high 
upon the cross, that He might draw the whole world to Himself; 
and, by His suffering and death, He became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who put their trust in Him. Therefore we praise 
You, joining our voices with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever proclaim the glory of Your name: 

 
 

SANCTUS #550 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Prayer of Consecration 
Leader: Holy and gracious Father, in Your infinite love You made us for 

Yourself; and when we had fallen into sin and become subject to 
evil and death, You, in Your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, Your only 
and eternal son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one 
of us, to reconcile us to You, the God and Father of all. He 
stretched out His arms upon the cross, and offered Himself, in 
obedience to Your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
On the night He was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 
Jesus Christ took bread; and when He had given thanks to You, He 
broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper He took the cup of wine; and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:  This is 



my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
Leader: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 

sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.  Recalling His death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer You these gifts.  Sanctify 
them by Your Holy Spirit to be for Your people the body and blood 
of Your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in 
Him.  Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve You in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all Your saints into the joy of Your eternal 
kingdom.  All this we ask through Your son Jesus Christ.  By Him, 
and with Him, and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is Yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Prayer of Humble Access and Lord’s Prayer 
People: We do not presume to come to this table, O merciful Lord, trusting 

in our own righteousness, but in Your manifold and great mercies.  
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under 
Your table.  But You are the same Lord, Whose way is always 
mercy.  Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, to partake of this 
Sacrament of Your son Jesus Christ so that we may walk in 
newness of life, may grow into His likeness, and may evermore 
dwell in Him.  Amen. 

Leader: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
All: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever.  Amen. 

Leader: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  
Leader: The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 
Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
 



Distribution of the Bread 
    VI. Vidit suum dulcem natum    
 

Vidit suum dulcem natum She saw her sweet child 
Moriendo desolatum  die desolate, 
Dum emisit spiritum.  as he gave up His spirit. 

 

Distribution of the Cup 
    VII. Eja mater fons amoris 
 

Eja Mater, fons amoris  O mother, fountain of love, 
Me sentire vim doloris  make me feel the power of sorrow, 
Fac, ut tecum lugeam.  that I may grieve with you. 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, You have graciously accepted us as living 
members of Your son, our Savior Jesus Christ, and You have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of His body and blood.  Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve You 
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 

*HYMN #164  O Come and Mourn with Me a While     ST. CROSS 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



THE APPROACH OF DARKNESS 
 

INTROITUS  VIII. Fac ut ardeat cor meum 
 

Fac, ut ardeat cor meum  Grant that my heart may burn 
In amando Christum Deum in the love of Christ my God, 
Ut sibi complaceam.  that I may greatly please Him. 

 
 

Matthew 26:20-25                            Dale Neth 
 

Matthew 26:31-35                     Gary Lambert 
 
 

RESPONSE  IX. Sancta mater, istud agas 
 

Sancta Mater, istud agas, Holy mother, may you do thus: 
Crucifixi fige plagas  place the wounds of the Crucified 
cordi meo valide.   deep in my heart. 
 

Tui nati vulnerate   You were born wounded. 
tam dignati pro me pati  So deigned to suffer for me. 
poenas mecum divide  To share the price. 
 

Fac me vere tecum flere  Make we truly weep 
pie flere crucifice condolere tears with the gentle cross-bearer 
donec ego vixero   so that I may live. 
 

Juxta crucem tecum stare To stand with you at the cross  
te libenter sociare   shall I share willingly 
in plancto desidero  and wish while mourning.  
 

Virgo virginum praeclara  Virgin of virgins most excellent 
Mihi tam non sis amara  I would not be so bitter 
Fac me tecum plangere  Please make me weep. 

 
 

Matthew 26:36-46                    Rich Smigliani 
 

Matthew 26:47-56                Dianne Smigliani 
 
 

RESPONSE  X. Fac ut portem Christi mortem 
 

Fac ut portem Christi mortem, Make me to bear Christ's death, 
passionis fac consortem,  sharing in His passion, 
et plagas recolere.   and commemorate his wounds. 
 

Fac me plagis vulnerari  Make me vulnerable to the beatings 
Cruce hac inebriari  [and] be consumed in the cross 
ob amorem filii   for the love of the children. 

 
 

Matthew 26:69-75                   Kimberly Lynch 
 

Matthew 27:15-23                     Bill Thorp 
 
 

 



RESPONSE  XI. Inflammatus et accensus 
 

Inflammatus et accensus  Inflame and set on fire, 
per te, Virgo, sim defensus may I be defended by you, virgin, 
in die iudicii.    on the day of judgment. 
 

Fac me cruce custodiri  Let me be guarded by the cross, 
morte Christi praemuniri  armed by Christ's death 
confoveri gratia.   and His cherished by His grace. 

 
 

Matthew 27:27-31                   Mary Kelly 
 
 
 

RESPONSE  XII. Quando corpus morietur 
 

Quando corpus morietur,  When my body dies, 
fac ut animæ donetur  grant that to my soul is given 
Paradisi gloria. Amen.  the glory of paradise. Amen. 

 
 

Matthew 27:32-50                 Rev. Jami Boyle 
 
TIME OF DARKNESS AND SILENCE 
 
 

STREPITUS (the sounding of harsh noise signifying Jesus’ death) 
 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

BENEDICTION 
 
 

Please leave the sanctuary in silence. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICIANTS 
Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, Senior Minister 

Rev. Jami D. Boyle, Associate Minister 
Rev. Dr. Andrew Gilman, Interim Associate Minister 

 
 

 

MUSIC 
Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, Minister of Music 

 
 
 

SOLOISTS 
Janet Poisson & Julianne Gearhart 

 

 

 

STRING QUINTET 

Elliott Markow, violin 1, concertmaster and contractor 
Katharina Radlberger, violin II 

Elaine Leisinger, viola 
Nathaniel Lathrop, cello 

Carolyn Fryer, contrabass 
 

 

LATIN TRANSLATIONS 
Van der Velden, Hans. Stabat Mater Translations. Emmanuel Music Website. Boston. 2018. 

www.emmanuelmusic.org/notes_translations/translations_other/ 

t_pergolesi_stabat_mater.htm. Accessed 18 March 2021. 
 

Additional translations – Joseph Olefirowicz 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew Gilman, agilman@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org 

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Steve Buck 
 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church please 

seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and committees.  
 

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in 

November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month 

and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every 

member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  
 

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

The First Church * One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 603-882-4861 
Office Hours:   The office is currently closed to visitors. 

The staff is available for phone calls, Monday-Friday, 9:00am- noon and 1:00- 4:00pm. 
 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchNashua?ref=ts&fref=ts

