
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregational – United Church of Christ 
 
† 
 

Gathered December 16, 1685 
 

 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Morning Worship 
Communion Sunday 

Second Sunday of Easter 
 

April 11, 2021                                                                    8:30 AM & 10:00 AM 
 

 
 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

 

 

 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

 

TOWER CHIME (10:00)           Norma MacKinley-Smith 
 
MEDITATION  I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, 

but now my eye sees you.  Job 42:5 
  
 

PRELUDE  Deep River                     Spiritual 
                            arr. J. Utterback 
                                    (*1944) 

  

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP          (based on 1 Peter 1) 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And Also with you. 
Leader: Praise God! Because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we have 

been given a brand-new life, and a glorious future! 
People: Come into the Lord’s presence with praise and thanksgiving, with 

laughter and song. 
Together: Give thanks and praise to the living God! 
 
                
            
 

 

If comfortable to do so, please join in singing our hymns and 

sung responses during worship, while wearing your mask. 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #191   O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing           O FILII ET FILIAE

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)                        (based on Psalm 66) 
Blessed are You, O God, full of faithfulness and steadfast love. How awesome 
are Your deeds!  How glorious is Your name in all the earth. We celebrate who 
You are, and what You have done for us.  You hold our lives in Your hands and 
keep our feet from stumbling.  We've come together, led by Your Holy Spirit, to 
sing Your praise, to confess our failings, and to receive Your forgiveness and 
love made possible through the sacrifice of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  To You be 
all glory, Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, One God forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*GLORIA PATRI #513 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost 
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
  world without end, A-men, A-men. 
 

 

GREETINGS 
 

 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS                                1 John 1:1-2:2   
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, 
concerning the word of life— this life was revealed, and we have seen it and 
testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was 
revealed to us— we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you 
also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and 
with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be 
complete. 
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship 
with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but 
if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If 
we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but 
also for the sins of the whole world. 
                
 



           John 20:19-31  
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, 
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was 
called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So 
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark 
of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see 
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

Pastor: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

SERMON    “Doubting Thomas”               Rev. Dr. Andrew Gilman 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONSIVE PSALM 133  
(10:00)     Joseph Olefirowicz, psalmist 
  

The Psalm will be intoned once: The Congregation sings the same Response, and 
then again at the “R” indication below.  

  Response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison) 
We are not alone, we live in God's world.  We believe in God: who has created 
and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and 
make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit.  We trust in God.  We are 
called to be the Church:  to celebrate God's presence, to live with respect in 
Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim 
Jesus, crucified and risen,  our judge and our hope.  In life, in death, in life 
beyond death, God is with us.  We are not alone.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Leader: Easter morning took us by surprise, awakening us to the doubt and 

despair that have been rooted in our lives. Let us now confess our 
sin. When we deny You, 

People: Risen Christ, forgive. 

R 



Leader: When the risks of discipleship are great and we are nowhere to be 
found, 

People: Risen Christ, forgive. 
Leader: When we wash our hands of responsibility, 
People: Risen Christ, forgive. 
Leader: When fear keeps us from witnessing Your truth or prejudice keeps us 

from believing it, 
People: Risen Christ, forgive. 
Leader: In the bright light of Easter, our sin is exposed, but Your grace is 

revealed.  Holy Lord, help us leave behind our foolish ways and trust 
You with our lives. 

 
 

  A time of silence for personal confession 
 

 

KYRIE #545  Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us                  J. Merbecke 
     CONGREGATION JOINS IN SINGING           (1510 – 1585) 

  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ have mercy upon us; 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader: Hear the good news: In raising Jesus from the dead, God has brought 

life and immortality to light.  By God’s great mercy, we have been 
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead.  In His name I declare to you: Our sins are forgiven. 
All things are made new.  Doubt no more; Christ is with us always. 

 

OFFERTORY  I Want Jesus to Walk with Me     Maria T. Corley 

     BRIANNA J. ROBINSON, soprano                          (*1966) 

              
 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                      OLD HUNDRETH LM 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
Generous and surprising God, when we thought that death had claimed your 
only Son, you amazed us with the resurrection.  Surprise us again with your 
ability to turn these humble offerings into gifts that will transform the world 
through our witness to your all powerful love.  Amen. 
 

 

 



The Communion 
It is a tradition at First Church that we eat the bread and drink the cup together as the 

people of God renewing our covenant.  We serve grape juice and gluten free bread. 
 

Invitation, Sursum Corda and Communion Prayer 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Leader: Holy God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, You raised Him from the dead. 

He is the first fruit of those who have fallen asleep.  In Him we are given 
life.  By the baptism of His suffering, death, and resurrection, You gave 
birth to Your Church, delivered us from sin and death, and made with us 
a new covenant by water and the Spirit. With the faithful in every time and 
place, we joyfully praise Your name: 

 

Sanctus #550                     S. Wesley 
                             (1766 – 1837) 

   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
   Heaven and earth are full of thy glory: 
   Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.  A-men. 
 

Leader: We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus  
took bread and having blessed it, He broke it and gave it to His 
disciples saying, “This is My body which is broken for you. Do this in  
remembrance of Me.” In the same way, Jesus also took the cup,  
after supper, saying, “This cup is of the new covenant in My blood.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” By eating  
of this bread and drinking this cup, we proclaim Christ’s death,  
celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and await Christ's coming again.  

People: Amen. Come, Christ Jesus!  
Leader: Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:  
People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
Leader: Come, Holy Spirit, come. Bless this meal that we may taste how good You 

are.  Open our eyes so that we may recognize the risen Christ in our midst, 
in each other, and in all for whom Christ died.  Amen. 

 
 

Sharing of the Bread  
    Feet o’ Jesus             Florence B. Price 
                                            (1887 – 1953) 
 

Sharing of the Cup   
    My Soul’s Been Anchored in the Lord        Spiritual 
                                   arr. F. B. Price 



Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 
 

*HYMN               These Things Did Thomas Count                     DISTRESS 

 



DISMISSAL  We kindly remind the congregation to be seated after the 

Benediction, and to wait for dismissal as the ushers come 
to your aisle. You will be guided to a door nearest 
to your seating section. 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 
 

POSTLUDE  Wade In Duh Waddah!                  Spiritual 
                                  arr. W. F. Smith 
                                                      (1941 – 1997) 

 
 

  OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

 

DEACON OF THE DAY:  Kimberly Lynch 
HYMNS & PSALM: Pilgrim Hymnal, New Century Hymnal, CCLI#3034682    
COVER ART: Graphic from ChurchArt Online 
 

************************************************************************ 

HEARING AIDS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 
************************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE STAFF 
INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS.  

 

************************************************************************* 

Have you remembered First Church in you will? 
 

 

 
 

The church office is available by appointment between  
9:00 AM and 4:00 PM, Monday-Friday.  

 The First Church remains closed to all outside group 
 use through the end of April. 

 
 

Masks must be worn at all times inside the building. 
 
 
 

 

Sunday Worship  
 

In-person worship:  8:30 AM & 10:00 AM. 
 

The 10:00 service is livestreamed on our YouTube channel 
 and also airs on WSMN Radio AM 1590 and FM 95.3. 

 



Foundations of Christian Formation 
 

Confirmation – Class meets today at 11:30 AM on Google Meet with Rev. 
Andy Armstrong. 
 

Noah’s Story with Ms. Holly - First and Second-graders, teachers and children 
of all ages - treat yourself to a virtual visit to the classroom, the story of Noah’s 
Ark and some lessons and letters with Ms. Holly.  Stay tuned for our first “Where 
in the Church?” with Holly Columbus.  To view it, request a link from LeeAnne 
Steenhoek at lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org or find it in our weekly e-news. 
Please write to Ms. Holly and Ms. LeeAnne and let us know how you’re doing 
and what questions you’d like Ms. Holly to share in her next episode of “Where 
in the Church is Ms. Holly?” 
Teachers are encouraged to be inspired to craft your own lesson to record and 
share.   
Remember, no matter who you are or whom you love, you are welcome here 
at First Church. 
 

First Church Scholarships and Educational Grants – Applications are 
available by contacting scholarships@tfcucc.org.  Scholarships are awarded 
largely based on service to the church and only First Church members are 
eligible.  Grants will be offered to members who are further along in their pursuit 
of higher education. Completed applications must be returned electronically no 
later than noon on April 15, 2021.  
Donations to the Scholarship Fund are always welcome.  Checks should be 
payable to First Church with “Scholarship Fund” in the memo, and may be 
dropped in the offering plate or mailed to the church office. 
 

Vacation Bible School - Save the date! July 25-30, 2021   
 

Horton Center is registering campers for summer programs.  Register today 
at: HortonCenter.org to see what is right for you!  There are camps for all kinds 
of interests and age levels from our environment in Climate Buddies to Archery 
and Art.  
Contact LeeAnne with any questions. 
 

Prayers for Marking a Year of COVID-19 by Illustrated Ministry - Please enjoy 
these touching prayers and coloring pages for yourself, or to create a gift for 
someone in need of cheer.  Printed copies of this publication are available at 
the welcome center. To download a copy, contact Sue, senglander@tfcucc.org, 
or LeeAnne, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org for the link. 

 

mailto:lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
mailto:scholarships@tfcucc.org
mailto:senglander@tfcucc.org
mailto:lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org


Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

A New Member Informational Meeting and Orientation is being offered to 
those wishing to learn more about the church and becoming members today at 
11:30 AM in the dining room. The joining date will be on Sunday, April 18 during 
the 10:00 AM service.  

++++ 

Easter Flowers - Thank you to those who donated flowers for Easter Sunday 
and to the team for creating such a beautiful display: Bernice Barnes and her 
daughter, Diane Tulley, Beth Bartlett, Kay Potfora, Mike and Barbara Shannon, 
and Dennis Webster.  

++++ 

Pulpit Flowers - There are several openings available in the coming weeks if 
you would like to provide fresh flowers for the pulpit.  Contact Sue in the church 
office for more information. 

++++ 

Joyful Noise Grade 2 through 6 Children’s Choir resumes on Tuesday April 
13 at 5:00 PM with Cyndi Bliss as director. Rehearsal will be in masks, in the 
Sanctuary. Please contact the Music Office for more information. 

++++ 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality meets today at 12:00 PM on Zoom, with 
the study of Bad Girls of the Bible.  There is no need to attend all sessions.  
Contact Rev. Jami for the link.   

++++ 

Consecrated Communion packets are available through the church office for 
those parishioners who wish to receive Communion while watching the online 
worship service. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Contact Sue, 
882-4861 or senglander@tfcucc.org, to arrange for a pick-up time. 

++++ 

Strategic Planning Team - The Prudential Committee has organized a small 
team to look to our congregation’s future.  Our effort includes identifying the 
mission, values and vision which have defined First Church then consider areas 
in ministry where God may call us to go.  There’s a practical dimension to this 
as we look at our resources and risks, liabilities and assets. Team members 
include Caryl Sullivan (Leader), Carol Kreick, Chris Guild, Dave Almeda, Joe 
Glajch, Carol Baldwin and Rev. Andy.  Expect to hear from us in the coming 
months for your feedback. In the meantime, feel free to reach out to any team 
member to learn more and share your ideas.  
 
 
 



What’s Up With Our Tower?  Our 118-foot tower is part of the original structure 
that was completed in 1893.  Many don’t realize that there is a “tower inside the 
tower”.  This means that there is a brick liner inside that is the main structure to 
which all those granite blocks are attached.  That brick lining is our current 
worry.  Over the past 128 years, there have been some repairs to the actual 
brick but now the inside is really starting to show its age. 
Also in the tower are 23 stained glass windows that have never been 
refurbished or restored.  That includes the wooden frames that are all original.  
They have been removed and sent to Serpentino Glass in Newton, MA, for 
restoration and they are due to be reinstalled with all new frames in early 
summer.  We have a 3-year plan for the tower restoration.  A brochure 
containing more information is available at  
https://tfcucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/TowerBrochure-26Mar21.pdf 
and at the welcome center. Feel free to contact the Property Management 
Committee with any questions. 

++++ 

Sign up to receive First Church e-News to stay in touch with what’s 
happening at First Church.  Included will be information on Sunday’s sermons, 
choirs and guest musicians, Christian Formation news and activities, and 
upcoming classes and events.  Contact Dianne at dsmigliani@tfcucc.org, and 
she will add you to the list. 

++++ 

Wednesday Morning Men’s Group: Psalms, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes 
Join Rev. Andy for a weekly devotion and discussion rooted in the Wisdom 
Literature of the Bible. One need not have knowledge of the Bible to join in.  The 
fellowship we have is as important as what we learn.  Each study stands on its 
own; join as you are able.  The group meets from 8:00-9:00 AM on Zoom.  
Contact Sue, senglander@tfcucc.org, for the link.   

++++ 

Mobile Ministry - Please contact Rev. Jami if you or a loved one have a need 
for someone to pick up your medications, grocery shop for food, or other items 
or if you would like to volunteer on this team. 

++++ 

Online Giving - Did you know that The First Church offers convenient  
e-giving options for pledges and other giving?  Contact Dianne Smigliani in the 
church office to learn more.  Scan the QR code below to view one of the giving 
options available. 
 
 
 
 

https://tfcucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/TowerBrochure-26Mar21.pdf


Submit Prayer Concerns Online - Find the ‘prayer request’ button on the 
worship page for any prayer concerns you would like to share with Rev. Jami. 
You may also submit a confidential prayer by calling the church office. 

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, April 18 
3rd Sunday of Easter 
8:30 & 10:00 AM   Staff Singer Quartet 
 
 

 

 
 

This Week at First Church 
 

SUN APR 11    8:30am  Worship 
   10:00am  Worship 
   11:30am  New Member Meeting, dining room 
      Confirmation Class via Google Meet 
   12:00pm  Women’s Wisdom & Spirituality via Zoom 
 

MON APR 12     May Newsletter Deadline 
 

TUES APR 13  1:30pm  Visitation via Zoom 
    2:00pm   Stewardship, dining room 
    4:00pm  First Church at NSKS 
    5:00pm  Joyful Noise, sanctuary  
 
WED APR 14  8:00am  Men’s Group via Zoom 
    2:00pm  United Way Food Pick-up 
    6:45pm  Staff Singer Quartet 
 
THURS APR 15  7:00pm   Decibells, Fellowship Hall 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew Gilman, agilman@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Steve Buck 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church please 

seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in 

November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month 

and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every 

member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 
 

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:  The office is open by appointment, only.  The staff is available for phone calls, Monday-Friday, 

9:00am-noon & 1:00-4:00pm. Visit our web site at tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook 

 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Give online. Scan the QR code to view 

 one of the giving options  available. 
 


