
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregational – United Church Of Christ 
 
† 

 
Gathered December 16, 1685 

 
 
 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Morning Worship 
Third Sunday of Easter 

 

April 18, 2021                                       8:30 AM & 10:00 AM 
 
 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

 
 
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 
 

 
 
 

TOWER CHIME (10:00)                          Jim Stone 
 
MEDITATION “Head knowledge without heart knowledge is worse than 

useless; but when head and heart join forces, it changes 
our lives forever.”    David Jeremiah  

 

 PRELUDE  Christ ist Erstanden        J. C. F. Fischer 
                                         (1656 – 1746) 
   Christ ist erstanden   Christ is risen 
   Von der Marter alle   The martyr of all 
   Des soll’n wir alle froh sein  Therefore we should all be happy 
   Christ will unser Trost sein  Christ will be our consolation 
   Kyrieleis    Lord, have mercy 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP              (1 John 3:1-7) 
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
People: And also with you. 
Leader: How great is the love that God has lavished on us, that we should be 

called children of God. 
People: The reason the world does not know us is that it does not know him. 
Leader: Beloved, now we are God's children; what we will be has not yet been 

made known.  
People: But we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall 

see him as he is. 
Together: With humble and expectant hearts, let us praise the living God. 
 
            

If comfortable to do so, please join in singing our hymns and 

sung responses during worship, while wearing your mask. 
 
 



*HYMN #192    The Day of Resurrection       LANCASHIRE 

 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Wondrous God, we confess that at times our fears and doubts dampen our 
hope and faith.  Lift up our spirits, Lord, and help us to remember your promise 
of new life begins here and is now, not just for the future.  We give thanks for 
Your Son, Jesus the Christ, who continues to offer us new life.  Forgive us, 
restore us and renew us. In the name of our risen Savior, Jesus the Christ, we 
pray.  Amen. 

 

  A time of silence for personal confession 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON     
Leader: The tomb is empty.  The stone is rolled away.  There is no darkness 

now, only light.  God continues to renew us and restore us.  We are 
forgiven, loved and restored, receiving the gift and promise of new 
life and resurrection now.  Go and share the wondrous news of God’s 
love in Jesus the Christ.  Amen. 

People: Praise be to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

*PRAISE  199/2  Crown Him the Lord of Love             DIADEMATA 
   Crown him the Lord of love; behold his hands and side, 
   Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified; 
   No angel in the sky can fully bear that sight, 
   But downward bends his burning eye at mysteries so bright. 
 

GREETINGS 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:00) 
 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS (10:00)  
We welcome you with joy as partners in the common life of this church.  We 
promise you our friendship and prayers as we share the hope and labors of 
the church of Jesus Christ.  God grant that together we may continue to grow 
in God’s knowledge and love, and be witnesses of our risen Lord. 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS                           Acts 3:12-19 
When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you 
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety 
we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you 
handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to 
release him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have 
a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised 



from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name 
itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is 
through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of 
you. “And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 
rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, 
that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your 
sins may be wiped out, 
 

             Luke 24:36-48b 
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said 
to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled and terrified, and thought that 
they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why 
do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I 
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you 
see that I have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to 
them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled 
fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. Then he said to them, “These are 
my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written 
about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said 
to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 
dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things. 
 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

GOSPEL RESPONSE    Thanks Be to Thee           T. Tallis 
               STAFF SINGER QUARTET     (1505 – 1585) 
 
 

ANTHEM    The Risen One                  T. Fettke 
(10:00)                                   (*1941) 

   

SERMON           “The Longest Journey”          Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #183 (10:00)      Christ the Lord Is Risen Again     CHRIST IST ERSTANDEN 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
CENTERING PRAYER (Unison) 
You, God, are the light of the minds that know you, the joy of the hearts that 
love you,   and the strength of the wills that serve you; grant us so to know you, 
that we may truly love you, and so to love you, that we may fully serve you, 
whom to serve is perfect freedom, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! — written 
by St Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE Thy Name We Bless, O Risen Lord    GELOBT SEI GOTT 
 
 
 

OFFERTORY   The Risen One                  T. Fettke 

(8:30)                 (*1941) 
            

(10:00)    We Know That Christ Is Raised     C. V. Stanford 
                                   (1852 – 1924) 
 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                  OLD HUNDRETH LM 
 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 

 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
We give in grateful thanksgiving for all that you have given us, Gracious God. 
In the upside down world of the gospel, you have taught us to measure our 
wealth not by what we have, but what we can give away. We give away 
generously, in this offering, to bless your church, your people, your creation. 
Amen. 
 
 



*HYMN     Because He Lives           RESURRECTION 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISMISSAL  We kindly remind the congregation to be seated after the 

Benedictus, and to wait for dismissal as the ushers come 
to your aisle.  You will be guided to a door nearest to your 
seating section. 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 
 

*BENEDICTUS Go Now In Peace                   D. Besig 

                                              (*1936) 
 
 

POSTLUDE  Christ ist Erstanden, BWV 627             J. S. Bach 
                                   (1685 – 1750) 

 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

************************************************************************* 

COVER ART: The Road to Emmaus #2 by Daniel Bonnell, used by permission. 
DEACON OF THE DAY: Gary Lambert 
HYMNS:  Pilgrim Hymnal, Hymns for the Family of God, CCLI#3034682 

STAFF SINGER QUARTET: Janet Poisson, soprano; Brianne Biastoff, alto 
Timothy Ayres-Kerr, tenor; Scott Taylor, bass 
************************************************************************* 

HEARING AIDS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

************************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE STAFF 
INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

************************************************************************* 

Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

 
 

Masks are required at all times inside the building. 
 
 

The church office is available by appointment between  
9:00 AM and 4:00 PM, Monday-Friday.  

 The First Church remains closed to all outside group 
 use through the end of April. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Foundations of Christian Formation 
 
 

Confirmation – The next class is on May 2 on Google Meet. 
Confirmands are invited to come to worship on Sundays if you are able to attend.  
Remember to livestream when you are at home!   
 

Prayers for Marking a Year of COVID-19 by Illustrated Ministry - Please enjoy these 
touching prayers and coloring pages for yourself, or to create a gift for someone in 
need of cheer.   
Printed copies of both of this publication are available at the welcome center or by 
contacting Sue at senglander@tfcucc.org  or LeeAnne at lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 
during office hours.  They can also provide the links for downloading copies. 
 

Noah’s Story with Ms. Holly - First and Second-graders, teachers and children of 
all ages - treat yourself to a virtual visit to the classroom, the story of Noah’s Ark and 
some lessons and letters with Ms. Holly.  To view “Where in the Church?” with Holly 
Columbus, request a link from LeeAnne Steenhoek at lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org or find 
it in our weekly e-news. 
Please write to Ms. Holly and Ms. LeeAnne and let us know how you’re doing and 
what questions you’d like Ms. Holly to share in her next episode of “Where in the 
Church is Ms. Holly?” 
Teachers are encouraged to craft your own lesson to record and share.  Remember, 
no matter who you are or whom you love, you are welcome here at First Church. 
 

Vacation Bible School - Save the date! July 25-30, 2021   
 

River Walk with God:  Thursdays, May 6-June10, from 6-8 PM - Spiritual practices 
grow us in our spiritual journey in this 6-session series for mature 12’s-adult.  We will 
learn to think about how God works in our lives and do spiritual practices such as 
labyrinths, letters to and from God, responding to God’s word through art and 
percussion.  Each session stands on its own but attending more than one session or 
the entire series is best.  The series will be held in person in the dining room. 
 

Contact LeeAnne Steenhoek lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org with any questions. 
 

Horton Center offers exciting programming all summer long.  Please see 

Hortoncenter.org for important details and registration. Contact LeeAnne with any 

questions. 

Resurrection Gardens - Thank you for your appreciation for our volunteers and well 
wishes for our confirmands for the creation of the Resurrection Gardens.  If you would 
like to recycle the dish garden planter, please drop it off at the church. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:senglander@tfcucc.org
mailto:lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
mailto:lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
mailto:lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org


Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

“Soft restarts” of some of our choirs have begun on a staggered schedule. 
Grades 2 through 6 children’s choir, Joyful Noise, is meeting again in the 
sanctuary on Tuesday evenings at 5:00 PM. 
First Folk is resuming rehearsals this week on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 PM. 
Please contact the Music Office for more information, or to register your child. 

++++ 

Pulpit Flowers - There are several openings available in the coming weeks if 
you would like to provide fresh flowers for the pulpit.  Contact Sue in the church 
office for more information. 

++++ 

Windows to the World - Or perhaps better said is “Windows to Nashua”.  Our 
23 stained glass windows are slowly, carefully and painstakingly being restored.  
Serpentino Glass in Needham, MA, is the same company who restored the 4 
large round rose windows as well as the double hung windows around the front 
of the church on both Lowell and Concord Streets.  That work was done as part 
of the 2014 Capital Campaign.  Now, along with the glass restoration, the 
wooded sashes are also being completely redone.  Over the next two months 
you will start to notice that the windows will be returned to their original places.  
The Tiny Tower Committee who is managing the fund raising for this project are 
also considering lighting the Tower from the inside at night so that the whole 
town and its citizens can see those beautiful windows sparkling.  Stay tuned for 
more information on that! 

++++ 

Strategic Planning Team - The Prudential Committee has organized a small 
team to look to our congregation’s future.  Our effort includes identifying the 
mission, values and vision which have defined First Church then consider areas 
in ministry where God may call us to go.  There’s a practical dimension to this 
as we look at our resources and risks, liabilities and assets. Team members 
include Caryl Sullivan (Leader), Carol Kreick, Chris Guild, Dave Almeda, Joe 
Glajch, Carol Baldwin and Rev. Andy.  Expect to hear from us in the coming 
months for your feedback. In the meantime, feel free to reach out to any team 
member to learn more and share your ideas.  

++++ 

Grounds Clean-up: Saturday, May 14 at 8:30 AM - Looking for volunteers! 
Bring your tools and gloves, wear your masks, and help clean up the 
grounds.  We will be practicing social distancing and staying safe.  Great way 
to get some exercise, socialize, and help with the clean-up.  Coffee and donuts 
will be served! 
 
 



     Outreach Focus of the Month - Thank You Project 
 
UNICEF reports that about 60 million Nigerians lack access to safe 
drinking water and are exposed to such water borne diseases as 
diarrhea, cholera, dysentery and hepatitis A and hepatitis B. Some 

of these diseases result in high mortality rate amongst the population.  
As of 2021, the estimated population of the Nigeria is over 206 million, ranking 
7th in the world. Over 1/3 of the population do not have access to clean water. 
We consider it our moral duty to do something about it. With your 
encouragement, support, and prayers, we will change the destiny of an entire 
generation and population by impacting their life expectancy. 
Thank You Project is a mission borne out of our sense of Gratitude, 
Indebtedness and Thankfulness to God for all that we have in this country, the 
United States of America. We have all been blessed in numerous ways and we 
feel obligated to give back to humanity and posterity while we are still able. We 
have been called to do something -- NOW! 
The First Church has been the backbone of everything we have accomplished 
thus far in our humble effort to bless others with our blessings in this great 
country. Together, we have completed two water boreholes in Nigeria, sent two 
students to Universities to study Medicine and Engineering respectively, and 
are poised to build our third water borehole this year. This is a testament to the 
good in all of us. Thank You! Please make a donation and tell your friends and 
neighbors about us. Also, please continue to pray for the vision and mission of 
Thank You Project. Blessings! Visit our website for additional information: 
www.waterwalk.org, www.thankyouproject.org/donate/ 

++++ 

Wednesday Morning Men’s Group: Psalms, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes 
Join Rev. Andy for this weekly devotion and discussion rooted in the Wisdom 
Literature of the Bible. One need not have knowledge of the Bible to join in.  The 
fellowship we have is as important as what we learn.  Each study stands on its 
own; join as you are able.  The group meets from 8:00-9:00 AM on Zoom.  
Contact Sue (senglander@tfcucc.org) for the link.   

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, April 25 
4th Sunday of Easter 
8:30 AM     Decibells  
10:00 AM   Staff Singer Quartet & Decibells 
 
 

http://www.waterwalk.org/
http://www.thankyouproject.org/donate/


Online Giving - Did you know that The First Church offers convenient e-
giving options for pledges and other giving?  Contact Dianne Smigliani in the 
church office to learn more.  Scan the QR code on the back cover of this 
bulletin to view one of the giving options available. 

++++ 

Sign up to receive First Church e-News to stay in touch with what’s 
happening at First Church.  Contact Dianne at dsmigliani@tfcucc.org, and she 
will add you to the list. 

++++ 

Submit Prayer Concerns Online - Find the ‘prayer request’ button on the 
worship page for any prayer concerns you would like to share with Rev. Jami. 
You may also submit a confidential prayer by calling the church office. 
 
 

 
 
 

This Week at First Church 
 

SUN APR 18    8:30am  Worship 
   10:00am  Worship 
   12:00pm  Trio Rehearsal, sanctuary 
     3:00pm  First Music Concert, sanctuary 
 

TUES APR 20    2:00pm   Huntington Service 
      4:00pm  First Church at NSKS 
      5:00pm  Joyful Noise, sanctuary 
      6:30pm  First Folk, music room  
 
WED APR 21    8:00am  Men’s Group, Zoom 
      2:00pm  United Way Food Pick-up 
      3:00pm  Holiday Fair meeting, dining room 
      6:45pm  Staff Singer Quartet, music room 
 
THURS APR 22    7:00pm   Decibells, Fellowship Hall 
 
 

 



 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew Gilman, agilman@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Steve Buck 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church 

please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and 

committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 

 

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:  The office is open by appointment.  The staff is available for phone calls, Monday-Friday,  

9:00am-noon & 1:00-4:00pm. Visit our web site at tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook 
 

Give online. Scan the QR code to view 

 one of the giving options available. 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


