Beloved, let us

love one another,
because love is from
God; everyone who
loves is born of God
and knows God.
1 John 4:7
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Gathered December 16, 1685
No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Morning Worship
Communion Sunday
Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021

8:30 AM & 10:00 AM

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand

APPROACH TO GOD
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship.

TOWER CHIME (10:00)

Norma MacKinley-Smith

MEDITATION
“Time is too slow for those who wait, too swift for those who fear,
too long for those who grieve, too short for those who rejoice, but
for those who love, time is eternity.” Henry Van Dyke
PRELUDE

Douze Pièces pour Grande Orgue, Op. 16

L. Boëllmann
(1862 – 1897)

viii. Premier Verset de Procession sur l’Adoro Te

INTROITUS

The Lord Is In His Holy Temple

F. R. Lund

STAFF SINGER SEPTET

(*1938)
Composer-In-Residence

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: O God, You pour out the Spirit of grace and love. Deliver us from
cold hearts and wandering thoughts, that with steady minds and
burning zeal we may worship You in spirit and truth. Amen.
If comfortable to do so, please join in singing our hymns and
sung responses during worship, while wearing your mask.

*HYMN #288

Let Us Break Bread Together

LET US BREAK BREAD

*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)
God of love and hope, by grace you have grafted us into Christ; the vine of
everlasting life. As we worship you today, enlighten us with the wisdom of your
Spirit, strengthen us by your word, heal us with your love and grant us courage
and faith worthy of the strong name of Jesus. Amen.
*GLORIA PATRI #513
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, A-men, A-men.
GREETINGS
PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD
SCRIPTURE READINGS

I John 4:7-21

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. By this
we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of
the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they
abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is
love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.
Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears
has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who
say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not
love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not
seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love
their brothers and sisters also.

John 15:1-8
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more
fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide
in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides
in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from
me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch

and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be
done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples.
Pastor:
This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

GRATIA TIBI

Thanks Be to Thee

T. Tallis
(1505 – 1585)

SERMON

“It’s Just What We Do”

Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong

RESPONSIVE PSALM 22:23-31
(10:00)

TIMOTHY AYRES-KERR, psalmist

The Psalm will be intoned once: The Congregation sings the same Response, and
then again at the “R” indication below.

Response

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD
PRAYER CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Most gracious and most merciful God, we confess to You and to one another
that, time after time, we have entered Your presence with countless prayers but
with closed hearts. We have raised our voices to praise You, but we’ve fallen
into the same old habits. We have rehearsed Your commandments but
disobeyed You. We pray, Lord, that You forgive our lack of faith and pardon
our acts of injustice.
A time of silence for personal confession

KYRIE #545

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us

J. Merbecke
(1510 – 1585)

CONGREGATION JOINS IN SINGING

Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ have mercy upon us;
Lord, have mercy upon us.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: Gracious God, grant us the healing that comes from Your presence
and the forgiveness of Your all-powerful Word in Jesus Christ.
People: Thanks be to God. Amen.
OFFERTORY
I Am the True Vine
P. Aston
(1938 – 2013)

*DOXOLOGY #515

OLD HUNDRETH LM

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
We offer our gifts to you, Lord, with grateful, cheerful hearts. Thank you for
meeting our needs on the journey. With increasing trust in your promises, we
joyfully share with you for the sake of others in Jesus’ name. Amen.
The Communion
It is a tradition at First Church that we eat the bread and drink the cup together as the
people of God renewing our covenant. We serve grape juice and gluten free bread.

Invitation, Sursum Corda and Communion Prayer
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.

Leader:
People:
Leader:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Holy God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, You raised Him from the dead.
He is the first fruit of those who have fallen asleep. In Him we are given
life. By the baptism of His suffering, death, and resurrection, You gave
birth to Your Church, delivered us from sin and death, and made with us
a new covenant by water and the Spirit. With the faithful in every time and
place, we joyfully praise Your name:

Sanctus #550

S. Wesley
(1766 – 1837)

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory:
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. A-men.
Leader:

People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus
took bread and having blessed it, He broke it and gave it to His
disciples saying, “This is My body which is broken for you. Do this in
remembrance of Me.” In the same way, Jesus also took the cup,
after supper, saying, “This cup is of the new covenant in My blood.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” By eating
of this bread and drinking this cup, we proclaim Christ’s death,
celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and await Christ's coming again.
Amen. Come, Christ Jesus!
Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Come, Holy Spirit, come. Bless this meal that we may taste how good You
are. Open our eyes so that we may recognize the risen Christ in our midst,
in each other, and in all for whom Christ died. Amen.

Sharing of the Bread
Kyrie Eleison

N. White

from “The Washington Mass”

(*1967)

Sharing of the Cup
Agnus Dei

N. White

from “The Washington Mass”

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN #64

All Creatures of Our God and King

LASST UNS ERFREUEN

DISMISSAL

We kindly remind the congregation to be seated after the
Benedictus, and to wait for dismissal as the ushers come
to your aisle. You will be guided to a door nearest
to your seating section.

*BENEDICTION
BENEDICTUS
POSTLUDE

On Us Bestow Thy Blessing
Douze Pièces pour Grande Orgue

F. R. Lund
L. Boëllmann

ix. Deuxième Verset de Procession sur L'Adoro Te

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS
AV TEAM: Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Chris Guild, Lee Hauenstein, Craig Neth,
Roy Rumbaugh, Caryl Sullivan, Dennis Webster
COVER ART: Unsplashed Images
DEACON OF THE DAY: Rich Smigliani
HYMNS & PSALM: Pilgrim Hymnal, New Century Hymnal, CCLI#3034682
STAFF SINGER SEPTET: Janet Poisson & Kendra Goodwin, soprano; Brianne
Biastoff & Rebecca Crivello, alto; Timothy Ayres-Kerr & Eric Ruthenberg, tenor;
Scott Taylor, bass.
************************************************************************
HEARING AIDS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.
*************************************************************************
PLEASE USE THE CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE STAFF
INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS.

*************************************************************************
Have you remembered First Church in you will?

Sunday Worship
In-person worship: 8:30 AM & 10:00 AM.
The 10:00 service is livestreamed on our YouTube channel
and also airs on WSMN Radio AM 1590 and FM 95.3.

The church office is available by appointment between
9:00 AM and 4:00 PM, Monday-Friday.
The First Church remains closed to all outside group use.
Masks must be worn at all times inside the building.

Notes from the Chancel
Hello members and friends of The First Church!
Already ten weeks ago we began the planning for a soft re-start of the multiple adult and
children’s choirs in Music at First. Currently two professional directors and one volunteer
director helm the ensembles described below.
 33% of our children’s choirs
 50 - 71% of our adult vocal choirs
 93% of our adult bell choir
have chosen to return before the summer.
CHANCEL CHOIR – 20 will return (including the Staff Singers) – Extension staging for the
chancel is foreseen to execute the seating plan, which maxes out the planned seating
space (this is the same staging we use for orchestra projects) – The sanctuary is foreseen
as the space for most rehearsal/warm-up work. Chancel Choir will sing only two Sundays,
Confirmation and June Communion, prior to the summer.
CHAPEL CHIMERS is still gathering data about parental willingness to gather.
DECIBELLS – 13 have returned. 10 played last Sunday; 13 will in May. Rehearsal in
Fellowship Hall has been successful, and is why the bell tables are currently placed there
instead of the Balcom Room, which is their usual rehearsal space, but unsuited for
distancing and air exchange.
FIRST FOLK – 8 have returned. We rehearse in the Music Room. They will be joined by
the Staff Singers on their one Sunday in May. – The cap for this ensemble is 12 total with
riser distancing.
JOYFUL NOISE – We are rehearsing a few children weekly to gain momentum for the Fall.
It is not foreseen for them to be in worship in June at this point, because of numbers not
yet meeting a quorum needed for worship.
MEN’S CHOIR will gather in June to prepare for the Father’s Day worship service. Those
numbers are modest usually, although there has been much expressed interest from within
the male choir membership about the project being active this season.
Choral Union, along with First Chamber and Jubellation (if interest is there) are foreseen
to return to the roster next season. For now, please enjoy some specific statistics of our
choirs, which are slowly re-gathering in the Music Ministry. Member numbers not included
above (particularly in Chancel and Folk) are slated to return to the ministry in the Fall.
Our 10th program on FIRST MUSIC CONCERT SERIES a few weeks back, saw our
strongest non-worship program attendance of 90 patrons. The audiences have been
running between 30-50% of normal concert attendance during non-Covid times. One more
concert on May 23 closes the completely in-person “Music Alive!” 11 concert season of the
2020/2021 program year. More information on that program is found in the bulletin poster.

Foundations of Christian Formation
Confirmation – Class meets today at 11:30 AM on Google Meet. The next class will
be held on May 16. Confirmands are invited to worship in person on Sundays if you
are able to attend. Remember to livestream when you are at home!
The Rite of Confirmation will be held on Sunday, May 23 during the 10:00 service.
Noah’s Story with Ms. Holly - First and Second-graders, teachers and children of
all ages - treat yourself to a virtual visit to the classroom, the story of Noah’s Ark and
some lessons and letters with Ms. Holly. Stay tuned for our first “Where in the
Church?” with Holly Columbus. To view it, request a link from LeeAnne Steenhoek
at lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org or find it in our weekly e-news.
Please write to Ms. Holly and Ms. LeeAnne and let us know how you’re doing and
what questions you’d like Ms. Holly to share in her next episode of “Where in the
Church is Ms. Holly?”
Teachers are encouraged to be inspired to craft your own lesson to record and share.
Remember, no matter who you are or whom you love, you are welcome here at First
Church.
River Walk with God: Thursdays, May 13, 20, 27 and June 10, 17, 24: 6-8 PM in
the dining room - Spiritual practices grow us in our spiritual journey in this 6-session
series for mature 12’s-adult. We will learn to think about how God works in our lives
and do spiritual practices such as labyrinths, letters to and from God, responding to
God’s word through art and percussion. Each session stands on its own but
attending more than one session or the entire series is best. For more information,
contact LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org.

Vacation Bible School - Save the date! July 25-30, 2021
Horton Center is registering campers for summer programs. Register today at:
HortonCenter.org to see what is right for you! There are camps for all kinds of
interests and age levels from our environment in Climate Buddies to Archery and Art.
Contact LeeAnne with any questions.
Prayers for Marking a Year of COVID-19 by Illustrated Ministry - Please enjoy these
touching prayers and coloring pages for yourself, or to create a gift for someone in
need of cheer. Printed copies of this publication are available at the welcome center.
To download a copy, contact Sue, senglander@tfcucc.org, or LeeAnne,
lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org for the link.

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current
Men’s Choir to Sing on Father’s Day - After a “solo quartet” last season, it is time
to see if we can gather, safely, and put a few offerings together for the 9:00 AM
worship on Father’s Day, June 20.
We will rehearse on a Tuesday and Thursday sequence for a few weeks, starting on
June 1 at 7:00 PM. Location of rehearsal to be determined after knowing how many
will participate. Bring your mask and your (rusty) voices and we will find a way to
praise God together in song!
++++

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality meets today at 12:00 PM on Zoom, with
the study of Bad Girls of the Bible. There is no need to attend all sessions.
Contact Rev. Jami for the link.
++++

Celebrating our Graduates - Is there a college graduate or a graduate with an
advanced degree in your family this year? Please send their information to Sue
Englander, by May 10, so they can be acknowledged in the June newsletter.
Send High School graduate’s information to LeeAnne Steenhoek by May 2.
Senior Recognition Day is May 9. All graduating high school seniors will be
honored during the 10:00 service.
++++

Wednesday Morning Men’s update: The weekly study has been
postponed for May 5 and 12, but resumes on May 19. Location TBD.
Join Rev. Andy for this weekly devotion and discussion rooted in the Wisdom
Literature of the Bible. One need not have knowledge of the Bible to join in. The
fellowship we have is as important as what we learn. Each study stands on its
own; join as you are able. The group meets from 8:00-9:00 AM on Zoom.
Contact Sue, senglander@tfcucc.org, for the link.
++++

Pulpit Flowers - There are several openings available in the coming weeks if
you would like to provide fresh flowers for the pulpit. Contact Sue in the church
office for more information.
++++

Strategic Planning Team - The Prudential Committee has organized a small
team to look to our congregation’s future. Our effort includes identifying the
mission, values and vision which have defined First Church then consider areas
in ministry where God may call us to go. Team members include Caryl Sullivan
(Leader), Carol Kreick, Chris Guild, Dave Almeda, Joe Glajch, Carol Baldwin
and Rev. Andy. Expect to hear from us in the coming months for your feedback.
In the meantime, feel free to reach out to any team member to learn more and
share your ideas.

Outreach Focus of the Month
Adult Learning Center
As we begin to emerge from the pandemic, the Adult Learning Center (ALC) is happy
to report that not only did we survive, we thrived. We learned new skills, we tackled
the challenges of reopening, and many staff took on different roles. It’s been a
demanding year but we remain strong, dedicated, and ready for the future.
Most people in the community know us for our English as a Second Language (ESL)
program and our Adult Basic Education or HiSET preparation classes. (HiSET has
taken the place of the GED.) Last March we quickly moved all of our in-person
classes to on-line classes. The ALC was able to loan out laptops, or students were
able to obtain them through the United Way, along with Wi-Fi hot spots. To our
delight, students adapted quickly to on-line classes and as of April 2021, we are
serving over 800 adult students. In the future we hope to continue with some on-line
classes as well as in person classes.
Despite our name, more than half of our clients are children. Since last September
we have been providing before and after school care, on site, at elementary schools
in Litchfield and Hollis. Our Reopening Taskforce has carefully monitored State of
NH and CDC guidelines that have helped us to operate safely. We are excited to be
returning to the Nashua elementary schools in May.
At our 4 Lake Street facility we operate a full-time childcare for children from 6 weeks
to Pre-K. We have been open since last October and have been safely caring for 30
children, about half our usual capacity. We want to again thank the many church
members who provided our children and childcare staff with a wonderful assortment
of mittens.
Our alternative high school, Clearway, also pivoted to on-line classes and kept over
50 teenagers engaged in high school. Clearway is now providing in-person classes.
Realizing we would not be able to host our annual fundraising breakfast this year,
our creative employees designed a new fundraiser the “1st Annual Nashua Wild
Goose Chase”. This event will take place from Friday, May 7 and run to Sunday May
16. Adult teams, or family teams, will follow a sequence of clues and complete
challenges that will bring them to local landmarks and businesses. Teams will submit
photos along the way as they compete for cash prizes (donated by a local business)
and an assortment of prizes for all ages. For more information see:
www.nashuaalc.org
If you have any questions about the ALC, please call Carol Baldwin at
882-9080 x 2204. Thank you!

Sign up to receive First Church e-News to stay in touch with what’s happening at
First Church. Contact Dianne at dsmigliani@tfcucc.org, and she will add you to the
list.
++++

Online Giving - The First Church offers convenient e-giving options for pledges and
other giving. Contact Dianne Smigliani in the church office to learn more. Scan the
QR code on the back cover of this bulletin to view one of the giving options available.
++++

Submit Prayer Concerns Online - Find the ‘prayer request’ button on the worship
page for any prayer concerns you would like to share with Rev. Jami. You may also
submit a confidential prayer by calling the church office.
++++

Music in Worship Next Week
Sunday, May 9
6th Sunday of Easter
8:30 & 10:00 AM First Folk

This Week at First Church
SUN MAY 2

8:30am
10:00am
11:30am
3:00pm

Worship
Worship
Confirmation Class, Google Meet
Women’s Wisdom & Spirituality, Zoom
Hillsborough Assoc. Annual Mtg., Zoom

MON MAY 3

6:00pm
7:00pm

Safe Church, Zoom
All Boards, Zoom
Music Committee, dining room

TUES MAY 4

4:00pm
5:00pm
6:30pm

First Church at NSKS
Joyful Noise, sanctuary
First Folk, music room

WED MAY 5

12:00pm
6:45pm

THUR MAY 6

7:00pm
8:00pm

Decibells, Fellowship Hall
Parent to Parent, Tot to Tot, Zoom

FRI MAY 7

2:30pm

Hunt Communion

Nashua Area Interfaith Council, Zoom
Chancel Choir, music room

THE FIRST CHURCH
STAFF
Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org
Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew Gilman, agilman@tfcucc.org
Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org
Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org
Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org
Sexton, Steve Buck
Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans

WELCOME
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who
are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill
out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or
hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in
Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church please
seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and committees.

INFORMATION
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day
Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the
tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United
Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and
seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the
church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in
November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month
and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every
member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.

PASTORAL CARE
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow,
and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized.
COMMUNICATIONS
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that
we may keep our records current.
All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for
the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.
All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary.

THE FIRST CHURCH
NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861
Office Hours: The office is open by appointment, only. The staff is available for phone calls, Monday-Friday,
9:00am-noon & 1:00-4:00pm. Visit our web site at tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook
Give online. Scan the QR code to view
one of the giving options available.

