
 



THE FESTIVAL OF EASTER 
 

 

April 4, 2021                                                                        9:00 & 11:00 AM 

Jesus is our hope for eternal life, the One who shows us how to live for others. 
 

“No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

TOWER CHIME     9:00 AM: Norma MacKinley-Smith      11:00 AM: Jim Stone 
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 
 

PRELUDE  Dawn (1922)                     Cyril Jenkins 

                                   (1889 – 1978) 
      A glorious Eastertide begun 
    While yet are sparkling in the sun 
    Large raindrops of the night storm passed 
    And days of Lent are gone at last…  
 

    (from “Easter Dawn” by Frances R. Havegal: 1879) 
 
 

INTROIT    Praise to Our God (1609)    Melchior Vulpius 

     EASTER NONET                            (1570 – 1615) 

                                        arr. Hirsch 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Leader: Christ is risen. 
People: He is risen indeed! 
Leader: We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him 
on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but 
to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by 
God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 
of sins through his name.”  (Acts 10:39-43) 

 
 

If comfortable to do so, please join in singing our hymns and 

sung responses during worship, while wearing your mask. 
 
 



*HYMN #181   Alleluia! The Strife is O’er          VICTORY 
                         FIRST BRASS 



*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)  
Lord Jesus Christ, we greet You!  The cross has not defeated You; the grave 
has not kept You silent.  At the first dew of the morning, You met our sister, 
Mary, and called her by her name.  Meet us now as You met her.  In the power 
of Your resurrection, grant us the forgiveness of our sins and fill us with Your 
empowering Spirit.  Speak Your name quietly in our hearts, that we may 
proclaim Your victory with our lips and announce to the world the good news of 
Your undying love.  Amen. 
 
 

PRAISE HFG 67/ref This is My Story        ASSURANCE 

 This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long; 
 This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long. 2x 
 
 

GREETINGS 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS            Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever! 

Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and 

give thanks to the Lord. 

This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. 

I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. We bless you from the 

house of the Lord. 

The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal procession with 

branches, up to the horns of the altar. 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will extol 

you. 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures 

forever. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



                        John 20:1-18 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she 
ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, 
and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and 
went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, 
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached 
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not 
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples 
returned to their homes. 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look 
into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus 
had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 
Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 
looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you 
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say 
to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 
Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 

Leader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 

GOSPEL RESPONSE Thanks Be to Thee (1550)       Thomas Tallis 
                                    (1505 – 1585) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANTHEM   The Stone Was Rolled Away (2021)       Floice R. Lund 
     (World premiere)                                   (*1938) 
                        Composer-In-Residence 
 

   Early in the morning just at the break of day 

   Mary came to the tomb to find the stone was rolled away 

   The stone was moved and showed the tomb was empty as could be 

   As the Lord, she thought, had been destroyed by hanging on a tree 

 

   The stone was rolled away, yes, the stone was rolled away 

   A glorious sight at first light, the stone was rolled away 

   Hallelujah, Hallelujah, the stone was rolled away (2x) 

 

   As disciples all were told the news upon that wondrous day,  

   They were startled out of their senses and they knew not what to say. 

   They told it all around the town that an angel had appeared. 

   “Our Lord is now alive, not dead, not dead as we had feared.” 

 

   Hallelujah, Hallelujah, “A shining angel came.” 

   Halelujah, Hallelujah, “Now, nothing is the same.” 

 

   And that became their mission to spread it far and wide, 

   The news that Jesus Christ, their Lord, once more with them did abide; 

   Of how an angel came and how the stone was rolled away; 

   A glorious sight at first light… the stone was rolled away. 

 

   Hallelujah, Hallelujah! The Son of God set free! 

   Hallelujah, Hallelujah! 

 

   This miracle does the same for us, does the same for you and me. 

   The stone was rolled away like the stones within our souls; 

   What a glorious sight, our souls have light, the stones are rolled away! 

   Hallelujah, Hallelujah! The stones are rolled away. Hallelujah! 

      
 
 

SERMON   “While it Was Still Dark”         Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
 
 



HYMN #185  Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain                     ST. KEVIN 

                     

 



RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
 
CENTERING PRAYER 
Lord of Life and Power, through the mighty resurrection of your Son, You have 
overcome death, and opened the gate of everlasting life.  Grant that we, being 
dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in glory, Who 
with you and the Holy Spirit is alive, One God, now and forever. Amen 

 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER RESPONSE  Joy Fills the Morning (excerpt)         Antonio Lotti 
                             (1667 – 1740) 
                                    arr. Dickinson 

   
 
 

OFFERTORY  Alleluia (1940)          Randall Thompson 

                                   (1899 – 1984) 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                       OLD HUNDRETH L.M.
                         arr. Olefirowicz/Hopson 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
Almighty and Gracious God, we come with our offerings in response to your 
love.  With the new life in Christ, we give ourselves in service to others.  With 
the energy bestowed by the Spirit, we seek to inflame all your people with a 
zeal for your way.  Receive the work we do, and the gifts we bring, that they 
may become a blessing in your sight.  Amen. 
 
 
 



*HYMN #182  Christ the Lord is Risen Today           EASTER HYMN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISMISSAL  We kindly remind the congregation to be seated after the 

Benediction, and to wait for dismissal as the ushers come 
to your aisle after the Postlude.  You will be guided to  
a door nearest to your seating section. 

 

*BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE  Because He Lives (1971)          William J. Gaither 
                                     (*1936) 
                                        arr. Raney 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

********************************************************************* 

DEACONS OF THE DAY: 9:00:  Dale Neth, 11:00: Kimberly Lynch 
FIRST BRASS:  Greg Newton for Muddy Brook Music, contractor 
HYMN ORCHESTRATIONS / REHARMONIZATIONS:  
Joseph R. Olefirowicz / Hal H. Hopson 
HYMNS & PRAISE:  Pilgrim Hymnal, Hymns for the Family of God CCLI#30304682 
LITURGICAL APPAREL COORDINATOR:  Cynthia Whitney 
********************************************************************* 

The flowers in the pulpit are given in loving memory  

of Allison Tucker, on her birthday, by Beve and Pete Tucker. 
********************************************************************* 

HEARING AIDS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

************************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE STAFF 
INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS.  

 

************************************************************************* 

Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

************************************************************************* 

Masks are required at all times inside the building. 
 

The church office is open by appointment, only. The staff is available to take your 
phone calls between 9:00 AM-Noon and 1:00-4:00 PM, Monday-Friday. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, April 11, 2021 
Communion Sunday 

Services at 8:30 & 10:00 AM 
10:00: Livestream and radio broadcast 

 on WSMN AM 1590 and FM 95.3 



Music at First - Easter Sunday 2021 
The First Church of Nashua 

Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO - Minister of Music 
 

Easter Nonet 
 

   SOPRANO     ALTO 
 

Susan Cobb *     Brianne Biastoff + 

   Janet Poisson +     Amanda Harrington 

Cynthia Whitney *     
 

   TENOR      BASS 
 

Timothy Ayres-Kerr +   Scott Taylor + 

Craig Plummer *    Matthew Williamson 
 

(And all Chancel Choir * members with us in spirit this morning, 

as we maneuver through a second season of “Easter during Covid-19”) 
       

First Brass 
Mary-Lynne Bohn – trumpet 1 (lead) 

Andrew Sorg – trumpet 2 

Orlando Pandolfi – horn 

Brandon Newbould – trombone 

Mat Behler – tuba 

Timur Rubinstehyn – timpani 
    

+ Staff singer 
 

 

We are very pleased to bring you a “smaller” version of our Easter celebration in live worship 

music this morning. Please know that many safety precautions have been in place during all 

rehearsals, and continue through this morning’s worship as well. The latest research and data on 

aerosols and all best protections for our vocal and instrumental musicians have been utilized to 

bring this offering to God, and to you, the congregation, this morning. This is the reason why the 

brass ensemble is playing about half of the normal repertory they would within this worship 

service. As well, we have reserved a single time for choir and brass to make a combined short 

anthem offering together, as a triumphal end of the service celebrating Christ’s Resurrection. 

Soli Deo Gloria! 



Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

A New Member Informational Meeting and Orientation is being offered to those wishing to 
learn more about the church and becoming members on Sunday, April 11 at 11:30 AM. The 
joining date will be on Sunday, April 18 during the 10:00 AM service. Please contact Sue in the 
church office, for more information and to register. 

++++ 
What’s Up With Our Tower?  Our 118-foot tower is part of the original structure that was 
completed in 1893.  Many don’t realize that there is a “tower inside the tower”.  This means that 
there is a brick liner inside that is the main structure to which all those granite blocks are attached.  
That brick lining is our current worry.  Over the past 128 years, there have been some repairs to 
the actual brick but now the inside is really starting to show its age. 
Also in the tower are 23 stained glass windows that have never been refurbished or restored.  
That includes the wooden frames that are all original.  They have been removed and sent to 
Serpentino Glass in Newton, MA, for restoration and they are due to be reinstalled with all new 
frames in early summer.  We have a 3-year plan for the tower restoration.  A brochure containing 
more information is available at the welcome center and at  
https://tfcucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/TowerBrochure-26Mar21.pdf. Feel free to contact 
the Property Management Committee with any questions. 

++++ 
Music in Worship Next Sunday 
April 11, 2021 
The First Sunday after Easter 
Brianna J. Robinson, soprano 

 
 

Foundations of Christian Formation 
 

Lenten Boxes – Each box contains a Holy Week Lesson, scripture and story with manipulatives 
to tell and retell the story, an Easter lily handprint craft and other special items.  Many helpful 
hands came together to create these diverse multi-age activities to reinforce our learning and 
understanding of Jesus and His Love from our sanctuary to our classrooms to our hearts and 
homes here at First Church.  Please take one at the welcome center on Easter Sunday.  We are 
Easter people and as such these lessons and activities are timeless.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Noah’s Story with Ms. Holly - First and Second-graders, teachers and children of all ages - treat 
yourself to a virtual visit to the classroom, the story of Noah’s Ark and some lessons and letters 
with Ms. Holly.  Stay tuned for our first “Where in the Church?” with Holly Columbus.  To view it, 
request a link from LeeAnne Steenhoek at lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org or find it in our weekly e-news. 
Please write to Ms. Holly and Ms. LeeAnne and let us know how you’re doing and what questions 
you’d like Ms. Holly to share in her next episode of “Where in the Church is Ms. Holly?” 
Teachers are encouraged to be inspired to craft your own lesson to record and share.   
Remember, no matter who you are or whom you love, you are welcome here at First Church. 
 

First Church Scholarships and Educational Grants – Applications are available on the 
church’s website: www.tfcucc.org.  Scholarships are awarded largely based on service to the 
church and only First Church members are eligible. Grants will be offered to members who are 
further along in their pursuit of higher education. Completed applications must be returned 
electronically no later than noon on April 15, 2021.  Donations to the Scholarship Fund are 
always welcome.  Checks should be payable to First Church with “Scholarship Fund” in the memo, 
and may be dropped in the offering plate or mailed to the church office. 
 

Vacation Bible School - Save the date! July 25-30, 2021   

https://tfcucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/TowerBrochure-26Mar21.pdf
mailto:lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

GIVEN IN HONOR OF 
Rev. Jami’s Aunt Rose Boyle, as she nears her time of death 

Our beautiful family, by Lloyd and Carol Butler 
Our children and grandchildren, by Peter and Janet Conrad 

The great Ministerial Team, by Pat and Jay Darrin 
Richard and Jeanne Daggett and Ronald and 

Linda Steenhoek, by Patrick and LeeAnne Steenhoek 
The Christian Formation Volunteers, by LeeAnne Steenhoek 

 
 
 
 
 

GIVEN IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
Douglas E. Ayer, by his family 

Family and Friends, by Karen and Ed Mercer 
Joy Mohrmann, by Dick Mohrmann and Family 

My husband, Tom, by Arlene Richmond 
My parents, by Arlene Richmond 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
GIVEN IN MEMORY OF 

All who will be RISEN! Thanks be to God! 
All those lost to Covid, by the Armstrong Family 

My loving husband, Don Barrett, by Cheryl Barrett 
Maurice and Arlene Barrett, by Douglas and Roberta Barrett 

Marian Anderson, by Beth and John Bartlett 
Frances Crosby, by Mike and Gale Cummings 

Paul Messier, by Mike and Gale Cummings 
Alma and Ray Cannon, by Pat and Jay Darrin 

Leslie and David Ray, by Andy and Alison Dillman 
Marilyn Dillman, by Andy and Alison Dillman 

Our wonderful father and grandfather, Charles E. Drew,  by the Drew Family 
Our loving Aunt Joni Zarko, by the Drew Family 

Virginia Batista and Manuel Cabral, by Zenalia Eaves 
Dorothy O’Hara Eaves, by Don Eaves 

Loved ones, by John and Sue Englander 
My parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank R. Gardner, by George Gardner 

My loving husband, Ted, by Joanne Graves 
My mother and grandparents, by Kristin Hallee 
My son, Craig Hutchinson, by Carol Hutchinson 

My parents, Robert and Doris Polley, by Carol Hutchinson 
John Kreick, by the Kreick Family 

Laurel’s cousin, Susan Armington Holloway, by Steve and Laurel Lang 
Our grandson, Dan Mullaney, by Bruce and Floice Lund 

My wife, Doris, by Richard W. Lustig 
Family and friends, by Bill and Kathie McIntyre 

Richard and Barbara, by Kathy Meighan 
Liz Goddard, by Beth Murphy 

Mom and Dad, by Ethel Parker 
Norman and Marion Petersen, by Roland Petersen 

Robert Conklin, by Joyce and Curt Potter 
Robert Saratora, by Priscilla Saratora 

Tolles and Spaneys, by Lucinda Spaney 
Kenneth McVicar, by Lucinda Spaney 

Our parents, by Jack and Caryl Sullivan 
Our parents, Eleanor and Chester Banks and  

Betty and Bernie Tobin, by Paul and Linda Tobin 
My parents, Alfred and Lillian Washburn, by Jane E. Washburn 

Mother, Elizabeth Webster, by Dennis Webster 
Grandmother, May J. Leach, by Dennis Webster 

Eleanor Whitaker and Eric Whitaker, by Norman Whitaker – You are always in our heart! 
Robert Dowst, by Leslie Woodard – We love you! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew Gilman, agilman@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org 

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Steve Buck 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church 

please seek out the individuals wearing colored nametags; they are members of the various boards and 

committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 
              

 
  

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:  The office is currently closed to visitors.  The staff is available for phone calls, Monday-Friday, 

9:00am-noon & 1:00-4:00pm. Visit our web site at tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook 

 

 

 

 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Give online. Scan the QR code to view 

 one of the giving options  available. 
 


