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No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Morning Worship 
Trinity Sunday 

 

May 30, 2021                                       8:30 AM & 10:00 AM 
 

 

 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 
 

 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

 
 

TOWER CHIME (10:00)                                   Jessica Price 
 
 
 

MEDITATION      “Worship is simply giving God his breath back”      Louie Giglio 
 
 
 

 PRELUDE     Lied (Song)                           L. Vierne 
     from “24 pieces in free style”                    (1870 – 1937) 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                           (based on Psalm 29) 
Leader: Let us worship the name of our wonderful God; 
People: The Lord reigns over all creation! 
Leader: The voice of God creates all things; 
People: Nothing exists without the creative power of the Lord.  
Leader: May God give strength to all who gather here today;  
People: May the Lord bless us with peace! 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If comfortable to do so, please join in singing our hymns and 

sung responses during worship, while wearing your mask. 
 

 
 
 



*HYMN #251  Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty               NICAEA 

 



*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)  
God, we remember with wonder and joy that your spirit is reaching everywhere: 
rejoicing in the liveliness of all living things; touching what is wounded or ill with 
healing power; gathering in the lonely, the lost, the least; soothing ancient 
animosities; creating and recreating a vision of hope.Come now, Holy Spirit. Let 
our worship rejoice in you, and lift our hearts, and bind us in one family of loving 
grace. We ask in Jesus’ name; Amen. ~ 

 

*PRAISE  #274/4 Holy Father, Holy Son, Holy Spirit…        GROSSER GOTT  

                 WIR LOBEN DICH 
 

Holy Father, holy Son, holy Spirit, three we name thee, 
While in essence only one; undivided God we claim thee. 
And adoring bend the knee 
While we sing our praise to thee. 

 
 

GREETINGS 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:00) 
 
 
 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS                                  Isaiah 6:1-8 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and 
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance 
above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two 
they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and 
said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his 
glory.” The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, 
and the house filled with smoke. 
And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 
hosts!” Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been 
taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it 
and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your 
sin is blotted out.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 
 
                         
 
 
 
 



       John 3:1-17 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came 
to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the 
presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see 
the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time 
into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and 
Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do 
not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered 
him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 
things? “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we 
have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly 
things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through him.  
 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 
 

VOLUNTARY  Sonata in C Major               A. Besozzi 
I. Andante                          (1702  – 1793) 
II. Allegro                       arr. Meyer 

     BRANDON NEWBOULD, alto trombone 

 
 
SERMON     “Worship in the Shape of Scripture”    Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
 
 
 
 

 



*HYMN #3 (10:00)           God Himself, Is With Us                    ARNSBERG 



RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
LITANY OF PRAISE 
Leader: Worthy of praise from every mouth, worthy of confession from every 

tongue, worthy of worship from every creature, is your glorious name, 
O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People: For you created the world in your grace, and by your compassion you 
saved the world. 

Leader: To your majesty, O God, ten thousand times ten thousand bow down 
and adore, singing and praising without ceasing, and saying: 

People: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts; heaven and earth are full of your 
praises. Hosanna in the highest.   - 5th century Nestorian Liturgy 

 
PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 

OFFERTORY  Sonata in C Major               A. Besozzi 
III. Larghetto                                  arr. Meyer 
IV. Allegretto     

 
 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                  OLD HUNDRETH LM 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
Over and over, Heavenly Father, your Word sustains us. Over and over, Holy 
Spirit, You provides for us. Over and over, Jesus Christ, your arm steadies us. 
One, Eternal God, we give you these gifts, with gratitude and joy, thankful that 
we know your name. Amen. 

 
 
 



*HYMN #496         The National Anthem         STAR-SPANGLED  

                 BANNER 



    

 



DISMISSAL Please be seated after the Benediction, and to wait for dismissal as 

the ushers come to your aisle.  You will be guided to a door nearest 
to your seating section. 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

  
 

POSTLUDE  Patriotic Fanfare and Procession    L. Rodgers 

                                           (1912 – 1988) 

  
 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 
 

 

************************************************************************* 

AV TEAM: Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Chris Guild, Lee Hauenstein, Craig Neth, 
Roy Rumbaugh, Caryl Sullivan, Dennis Webster 
COVER ART: ChurchArt Online 
DEACON OF THE DAY: Dale Neth 
HYMNS:  Pilgrim Hymnal, CCLI#3034682 

OPENING PRAYER: ~ from The World is Our Home, written by John A. Nelson. 
Posted on the United Church of Christ’s Worship Ways Archive. 
http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/ 
 

************************************************************************* 
HEARING AIDS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

************************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE STAFF 
INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

************************************************************************* 

Have you remembered First Church in your will? 
 

Masks are required at all times inside the building. 
 

The church office is available by appointment between  
9:00 AM and 4:00 PM, Monday-Friday.  

 The First Church remains closed to all outside group use. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Summer Worship Schedule begins on June 20. 
One service at 9:00am through September 5. 

In-Person and Livestreamed 
 

http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/


Foundations of Christian Formation 
 
 

Congratulations to our 2021 Confirmands - Congratulations to Allie Columbus, James 
Dlubac, Ivan Dodge, Owen Dodge and Sabrina Moore who were confirmed on Sunday, 
May 23rd. 
 
New Confirmation Class of 2022 - All current 8th graders and their parents are 
encouraged to join us on Sunday, June 6 at 11:30 AM, in the dining room, to learn about 
the confirmation program that will begin this coming fall for high school freshmen.  Contact 
LeeAnne Steenhoek for more information. 
 
Confirmation Retreat: October 1-3, 2021 at Horton Center - Both classes of 
confirmands and mentors from 2021 and 2022 will join together for this invaluable 
experience. Please register today!  
 
Scholarships to be Awarded on June 13 - The First Church service scholarships and 
continuing education grants will be awarded during the 10:00 AM service on Sunday, June 
13.   Join us as we congratulate the recipients. 
  
Lamb of God Story Time on June 13 - Join us for Lamb of God Story Time and Activity 
at 11:30 AM for families with young children in our courtyard.  There is no expectation that 
you go to worship before our family time.  There are spots for 6 families in our courtyard.  
Sign up online today!  
  
River Walk with God - The series continues on Thursdays, June 10, 17, and 24: 6:00-
7:30 PM (note the change of time) in the Fireside Room. 
 

Spiritual practices grow us in our spiritual journey in this 6-session series for mature 12’s-
adult.  We will learn to think about how God works in our lives and do spiritual practices 
such as labyrinths, letters to and from God, responding to God’s word through art and 
percussion.  Each session stands on its own but attending more than one session or the 
entire series is best.  For more information, contact LeeAnne Steenhoek, 
lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org. 
 
Vacation Bible School - Save the date! July 25-30, 2021   
Volunteers are needed to help with this program. Please contact LeeAnne for more 
information. 
 
Horton Center offers exciting programming all summer long.  Please see 
Hortoncenter.org for important details and registration. Contact LeeAnne with any 
questions. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org


Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

Men’s Choir to Sing on Father’s Day - After a “solo quartet” last season, it is time to see 
if we can gather, safely, and put a few offerings together for the 9:00 AM worship on 
Father’s Day, June 20. 
Rehearsals are on Tuesdays and Thursdays starting on June 1 at 7:00 PM.  Location of 
rehearsal to be determined after knowing how many will participate. Bring your mask and 
your (rusty) voices and we will find a way to praise God together in song! 

++++ 

Wednesday Morning Men’s Group is on break until September.  
++++ 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality will gather at Greeley Park on Sunday, June 13 at 
noon for their final gathering of the church year!  All women are welcomed.  Please bring 
your own lunch, a comfy chair or blanket, and a mask.  Rain date is Sunday June 20.  
Contact Rev. Jami if you have questions. More information is available in the June 
newsletter. 

++++ 

The Return of Al Fresco Office Hours - Starting on Wednesday, June 2, join Andy 
Gilman for outside “office hours” at the Riverwalk Café, from 10:00 until noon.  This will be 
an opportunity for you to drop by, have a cup of coffee or tea, and chat.  This will be a non-
scheduled time, so the conversation will include whoever shows up.  These opportunities 
are strictly “al fresco,” so if it is rainy or uncomfortably cold, we will not meet.  Andy G. is 
also available for regular (scheduled) office hours, inside or out, on Wednesdays. 

++++ 

The Bible, Friends, and Coffee Bible Study returns on Monday, June 7 for 3 weeks on 
June 7, 14 and 21, from 9:30-11:00 AM. We will meet outside in the courtyard (weather 
permitting) or in the Ladies’ Parlor, just off of Fellowship Hall. Rev. Andy Armstrong and 
LeeAnne Steenhoek will facilitate the discussion group.  No sign-up is required.  If you 
have a Bible, bring it; if not, one will be supplied for you.   

++++ 

The First Church Cyclists’ next ride is on Sunday, June 13 at 2:00 PM on the Bruce 
Freeman Rail Trail, Crosspoint in Chelmsford, MA. The group invites anyone, regardless 
of age or ability to join them for fun, fresh air, and fellowship.  Contact Ray Baldwin (contact 
the church office or see the church directory for his number) with any questions.  

++++ 

Horton Center All-Church Retreat: Friday-Sunday, August 27-29, 2021 
The retreat is back for 2021!  Held at the camp and retreat center, owned and operated by 
the New Hampshire Conference of the UCC on Pine Mt. in Gorham, NH, this weekend is 
open to everyone - adults, children, singles, couples, families.  It is all about fun - hiking, 
swimming, visiting, reading, relaxing and enjoying the peace and beauty of northern New 
Hampshire in the late summer.  This is a great way to spend time with and get to know 
other First Church members, especially if you are new to the community. Join the others 
who find this a wonderful way to end the summer. 
For more information, and to sign up, call the church office, 882-4861, Joe Glajch, or 
LeeAnne Steenhoek.  
 
 



NSKS Backpack Program 2021 - The Outreach Committee invites you to help fill 70  
backpacks for the Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter’s “Backpacks for Back to School” 
program.  We are asking for monetary donations again this year (due to the variability of 
the virus) and also, bulk buying enables us to fill more backpacks. We hope to match the 
$2400 raised last year.  A subcommittee from Outreach will purchase the supplies. 
 

Please send in a check for whatever amount you wish to the church by July 25.  Be sure 
to write “NSKS Backpack Program” in the memo line please.  Many thanks to MaryBeth 
and Joe Glajch who have donated the backpacks again this year.  

++++ 

Grounds Clean-up - Many thanks to the crew of 16 First Church folks who helped clean 
up the church grounds on May 15: Joe Glajch, Bob and Karen Bianchi, Denise and Steve 
Buck, James Dlubac, Andy Armstrong, Bev Belus, Don Shippey, Mica Buck, Doug Brenner, 
Bonnie Schommer, Dennis Parker, Dawn Bosserman, Curt Potter and Bruce Lund. We 
appreciate your time and effort. The grounds look great! 

++++ 

Attention gardeners!  Grow Nashua, a community partner of the United Way offers a way 
to serve our local community by donating your extra homegrown vegetables to the Lil’ Free 
Farmstand located at the UU Church of Nashua during the summer months.  Non-
gardeners may serve, too, by purchasing farm stand vegetables for donation!  Visit 
https://www.grownashua.org/share or see the upcoming announcement in the June First 
Church Messenger. 

++++ 

New email addresses - Church treasurer, Joe Glajch and property management 
committee chair, Doug Brenner, can now be reached via email with any questions or 
concerns you may have for them at: Treasurer@tfcucc.org ; PM@tfcucc.org 

++++ 

Ushering Opportunity - The Ushers are seeking volunteers to help with ushering at our 
Sunday services.  Please contact Don Eaves or Karen Menchion for more information. 
Their contact information is in the church directory or you may call the church office.   

++++ 

Sign up to receive First Church e-News to stay in touch with what’s happening at First 
Church.  Contact Dianne at dsmigliani@tfcucc.org, and she will add you to the list. 

++++ 

Pulpit Flowers - If you would like to provide fresh flowers for the pulpit, please contact Sue 
in the church office to see what dates are available.   

++++ 

Online Giving - The First Church offers convenient e-giving options for pledges and other 
giving.  Contact Dianne Smigliani in the church office to learn more.  Scan the QR code on 
the back cover of this bulletin to view one of the giving options available. 

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, June 6, 2021 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 
8:30 & 10:00 AM: Chancel Choir 
 
 
 

mailto:Treasurer@tfcucc.org
mailto:PM@tfcucc.org


Tower Update - The stained glass windows (23 of them) have been reinstalled and their 
new frames along with them.  We are planning on lighting up the windows from the inside 
so that in the evening, you will be able to see the light shining through and the beautiful 
stained glass from quite a distance.  Next up is repair to the interior tower.  This is all brick 
work that, while repairs have been done over the years, is virtually original going back to 
1893.  That work will start in September.  We will be starting a fund raising campaign in 
early winter 2021 but if you are interested in contributing now, we are accepting donations.  
Checks can be made out to First Church with the words “Tower Project” in the memo line. 
To read more about the Tower work, please go to: 
https://tfcucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/TowerBrochure-26Mar21.pdf.   

++++ 

Outreach Focus of the Month - Adult Learning Center 
As we begin to emerge from the pandemic, the Adult Learning Center (ALC) is happy to 
report that not only did we survive, we thrived. We learned new skills, we tackled the 
challenges of reopening, and many staff took on different roles. It’s been a demanding year 
but we remain strong, dedicated, and ready for the future. 
 

ALC Programs: 

 English as a Second Language (ESL) program  

 Adult Basic Education or HiSET preparation classes - HiSET has taken the place of 
the GED. Last March in-person classes were moved to on-line classes. 

 ALC loaned out laptops, or students were able to obtain them through the United 
Way, along with Wi-Fi hot spots. 

 Students adapted quickly to on-line classes and as of April 2021, we are serving over 
800 adult students. In the future the hope is to continue with some on-line classes as 
well as in person classes. 

 Since last September we have been providing before and after school care, on site, 
at elementary schools in Litchfield and Hollis. Our Reopening Taskforce has carefully 
monitored State of NH and CDC guidelines that have helped us to operate safely. 
We are excited to be returning to the Nashua elementary schools in May. 

 At our 4 Lake Street facility we operate a full-time childcare for children from 6 weeks 
to Pre-K. We have been open since last October and have been safely caring for 30 
children, about half our usual capacity. We want to again thank the many church 
members who provided our children and childcare staff with a wonderful assortment 
of mittens. 

 Our alternative high school, Clearway, also pivoted to on-line classes and kept over 
50 teenagers engaged in high school. Clearway is now providing in-person classes. 

 

If you have any questions about the ALC, please call Carol Baldwin at 882-9080 x 2204. 
Thank you! 

 

 

 
 

https://tfcucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/TowerBrochure-26Mar21.pdf


First Church Calendar 
 

SUN MAY 30    8:30am  In-Person Worship 
   10:00am  In-Person Worship & Livestreamed 
    

MON MAY 31     Memorial Day - Church Office Closed 
 

TUES JUN 01    2:00pm  Stewardship, room 15 
  4:00pm  First Church at NSKS 

      5:00pm  Joyful Noise, sanctuary 
      7:00pm  Men’s Choir 
 

WED JUN 02  10:00am  Al Fresco Hours with Andy G., Riverwalk 
12:00pm  NAIC, zoom 

      6:45pm  Chancel Choir, sanctuary 
 

THU JUN 03    7:00pm  Men’s Choir 
      8:00pm  Parent to Parent, Tot to Teen, zoom  
 

FRI JUN 04    2:30pm  Hunt Communion 
 

++++ 

Looking Ahead… 
 

SUN JUN 6  Confirmation 2022 Meeting, 11:30am 
 

SUN JUN 13  Presentation of Scholarships, 10:00am 
 Lamb of God Story Time, 11:30am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew Gilman, agilman@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Steve Buck, sbuck@tfcucc.org 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church 

please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and 

committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

Submit information for the weekly bulletin to the office by noon on Wednesday. Submit information for 

the monthly newsletter to the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 

 

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861 

Office Hours:  The office is open by appointment.  The staff is available for phone calls, Monday-Friday,  

9:00am-noon & 1:00-4:00pm. Visit our web site at tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook 
 

Give online. Scan the QR code to view 

 one of the giving options available. 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


