THE FIRST CHURCH
________________________________________________________________________________________

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Congregational – United Church Of Christ
†

Gathered December 16, 1685
No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Morning Worship
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 18, 2021

9:00 AM

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand

APPROACH TO GOD
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship.

TOWER CHIME

Jim Stone

MEDITATION

“If you want others to be happy, practice compassion. If
you want to be happy, practice compassion.” Dalai Lama

PRELUDE

Canon in D Major

J. Pachelbel
(1653 – 1706)

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it! From the east to the
west, from the north to the south, God’s Spirit moves across the face
of the earth.
People: From the east to the west, from the north to the south, we gather
together, united by God’s Spirit, to celebrate God’s glory and
proclaim His praise!
All:
Let’s worship God together!

*HYMN

Community of Christ

LEONI

*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)
O God our Help and Hope, we thank you that today you have called us to
worship you and learn of you. You alone know our needs. Satisfy them with
your unchanging love. In your presence may we find comfort in sorrow,
guidance in perplexity, strength to meet temptation, grace to overcome the
fascination of disobedience, and courage to face up to the hostility of this
rebellious world. Above all, may we meet Jesus and go out from our worship
indwelt by his spirit. This prayer we ask to your glory and in his name. Amen.
GREETINGS
PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Ephesians 2:1-11
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived,
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and
senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else.
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even
when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated
us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in
Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the result of works, so that no one
may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the
uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision” —a physical
circumcision made in the flesh by human hands—
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and
taught. He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and
rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even
to eat. And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. Now
many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from
all the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a great
crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without
a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the
boat. When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, and rushed
about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they
heard he was. And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid
the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the
fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed.
Leader:
People:

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRATIA TIBI

T. Tallis
WOMEN’S CHOIR

ANTHEM

(1505 – 1585)

Sanctus

G. Fauré
(1845 – 1924)

from Messe Basse
Sanctus, Sanctus
Sanctus Dominus
Dominus Deus Sabaoth (2x)
Pleni sunt coeli
Et terra gloria tua
Hosanna in excelsis

SERMON

Holy, Holy
Holy Lord
Lord God Sabaoth
All of the heavens
And the earth are full of Your glory
Hosanna in the highest

“Spiritual Hunger, Part 1 of 3”

Rev. Jami Boyle

*HYMN #327

Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us

BRADBURY

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD
LITANY
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

The Lord is my shepherd. I shall not want.
It is you, Lord who makes me lie down in green pastures;
It is you who leads me beside the still waters.
You restore my soul and guide me in paths of righteousness for your
name’s sake.
Leader: Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff comfort me.
Leader: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You
anoint my head with oil; my cup runs over.
Together: Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life, and
I will dwell in your house, O Lord, forever.
PRAYER CONCERNS
SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
PRAYER RESPONSE

May the Words of Our Mouths

A. Walker
(*1927)

OFFERTORY

Like as a Father

L. Cherubini
(1760 – 1842)

*DOXOLOGY #515
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

OLD HUNDRETH LM

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)

We give you these gifts to you, Gracious God, in hope that they will bless our
world and confidence that they speak our love for you. In gratitude and praise,
we are your people through the call of Christ. Amen.

*HYMN #345

Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart

MARION

*BENEDICTION
The congregation is asked to remain seated
for the POSTLUDE, as a closing meditation.

BENEDICTUS

God Be In My Head

H. Walford Davies
(1869 – 1941)

POSTLUDE

Nine Hymn Preludes
ii.

G. Young
(1919 – 1998)

Toccata on LEONI

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS

Music at First
The First Church of Nashua
Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO - Minister of Music

Women’s Choir 2021
SOPRANO

ALTO

Kathryn Bell
Susan Cobb
Jan Hanks
Floice Lund (Sop II)
Debbie Nordyke (Sop II)
Janet Poisson

Brianne Biastoff
Carol Butler
Pat Darrin
Nicole Plummer (Sop II)
Dianne Smigliani
Brenda Smith-Weiss
Leslie Woodard

Today, we keep our soprano sister in Music, Marie Greene, in prayer,
who could not be with us this morning.

*************************************************************************
AV TEAM CAMERA CREW: Doug Brenner, Lee Hauenstein, Craig Neth,
Dennis Webster
DEACON OF THE DAY: Erin Shannon
HYMNS: Pilgrim Hymnal, New Century Hymnal CCLI#3034682
*************************************************************************
HEARING AIDS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.

*************************************************************************
PLEASE USE THE CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE STAFF
INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS.

*************************************************************************
Have you remembered The First Church in your will?

Summer Worship Schedule
One service at 9:00 AM: In-Person and Livestream
Radio broadcast at 11:00 AM (note the time change)
on WSMN AM 1590 & FM 95.3
June 20 through September 5

MASK USE is now optional for all activities at the church. Continued use of masks
is a personal choice, and welcome for anyone wishing to do so.*
*The Nashua Board of Health continues to recommend that anyone who is unvaccinated continue
to wear a mask "for their own protection and that of others that are fully vaccinated.”
++++

Church Office Hours:
Monday-Friday: 9:00 AM-Noon and 12:30-3:30 PM

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current
++++

Join us for lemonade and fellowship in the courtyard following worship (weather
permitting).
++++

Al Fresco Office Hours with Andy Gilman: Wednesdays, 10:00 AM-noon at the
Riverwalk Café. Drop by, have a cup of coffee or tea, and chat. This is a nonscheduled time, so the conversation will include whoever shows up. If it is rainy or
uncomfortably cold, we will not meet. Andy G. is also available for scheduled office
hours, inside or out, on Wednesdays.
++++

The First Church Cyclists’ next ride is on Sunday, July 25 at 2:00 PM on the
Nashua River Rail Trail, Gilson Rd. at Countryside Drive, Nashua NH. The group
invites anyone, regardless of age or ability to join them for fun, fresh air, and
fellowship. Contact Ray Baldwin (contact the church office or see the church
directory for his number) with any questions. See the full schedule in this bulletin, the
June Messenger, the weekly e-News, and on the church website under “connect”.
++++

NSKS Backpack Program 2021 - The Outreach Committee invites you to help fill
70 backpacks for the Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter’s “Backpacks for Back to
School” program by making a monetary donation. We hope to match the $2400
raised last year. A subcommittee from Outreach will purchase the supplies.
Please send in a check for whatever amount you wish to the church by July 25. Write
the check to The First Church and be sure to write “NSKS Backpack Program” in the
memo line please. Many thanks to MaryBeth and Joe Glajch who have donated the
backpacks again this year.
++++

The Holiday Fair Crafters are looking for 24 and 32 ounce canning jars (or Classico
spaghetti jars), clean and with non-rusty tops. Please leave them in the lobby at the
courtyard entrance.
Save the date for the fair: November 12 and 13, 2021 – To prepare for the fair,
crafters will meet at 4:00 PM in the dining room on Wednesdays, August 18, and
September 15. Contact Jocelyn Henning for more information or to share ideas. Her
contact information is listed in the church directory or you may call the church office.
++++

Attention Golfers! Save the date for the 3rd Annual First Church Golf Tournament:
Wednesday, September 22, at The Overlook Golf Course in Hollis, NH. Stay tuned
for more information.
++++

Help keep your giving current - Our financial giving remains crucial to maintain our
ministry, to support the spiritual health of the church family, and continue our
Outreach to mission partners in and around Nashua. Please mail in your offering,
set up automatic deposits through the First Church, set up automatic payment with
your bank, or consider e-giving though our website at https://tfcucc.org/give/.
The First Church offers convenient e-giving options for pledges and other giving.
Scan the QR code on the back cover of this bulletin to view one of the giving options
available. Contact Dianne Smigliani with any questions.
++++

Horton Center All-Church Retreat: Friday-Sunday, August 27-29, 2021
The retreat is back for 2021! Held at the camp and retreat center, owned and
operated by the New Hampshire Conference of the UCC on Pine Mt. in Gorham, NH,
this weekend is open to everyone - adults, children, singles, couples, families. It is
all about fun - hiking, swimming, visiting, reading, relaxing and enjoying the peace
and beauty of northern New Hampshire in the late summer. This is a great way to
spend time with and get to know other First Church members, especially if you are
new to the community. Join the others who find this a wonderful way to end the
summer.
NEW this year, we have invited a few local UCC churches to join us!
For more information, call the church office, 882-4861 or Joe Glajch. Sign up at the
welcome center, through the church office, or on the First Church website.
++++

Horton Center is registering campers for summer programs. It’s not too late!
Register today at: HortonCenter.org to see what is right for you! There are camps
for all kinds of interests and age levels from our environment in Climate Buddies to
Archery and Art. Contact LeeAnne with any questions.
++++

Church Directory - Do we have a picture of you and your family in the directory? Is
your contact information current? Do you know how to access the directory on your
phone or computer? Would you like a hard copy of the directory? Please call or
email Sue in the church office so we can update the directory and our files and assist
you with access to the directory. Thank you.
++++

Attention gardeners! Grow Nashua, a community partner of the United Way offers
a way to serve our local community by donating your extra homegrown vegetables
to the Lil’ Free Farmstand located at the UU Church of Nashua during the summer
months. Non-gardeners may serve, too, by purchasing farm stand vegetables for
donation! Bring your donations to the stand between 9:00 AM and noon on Sundays.
Visit https://www.grownashua.org/share or see the article in the June Messenger.
++++

Submit Prayer Concerns Online - Find the ‘prayer request’ button on the worship
page for any prayer concerns you would like to share with Rev. Jami. You may also
submit a confidential prayer by calling the church office.

Pulpit Flowers – If you would like to provide fresh flowers for the pulpit, contact Sue
in the church office to see what dates are available.
++++

Sign up to receive First Church e-News to stay in touch with what’s happening at
First Church. Contact Dianne at dsmigliani@tfcucc.org, and she will add you to the
list.
++++

Save the date! Rally Sunday, September 12.
More information coming soon.
++++

First Church Calendar
SUN JUL 18

9:00am
10:00am
11:00am
4:00pm

MON JUL 19

6:00pm

Safe Church

TUES JUL 20

4:00pm

First Church at NSKS

WED JUL 21

10:00am

FRI JUL 23

4:00pm

SAT JUL 24

11:00am

In-Person Worship & Livestream
Fellowship Time, courtyard
Radio Broadcast on WSMN
Wedding, sanctuary

Al Fresco Hours w/ Rev. Andy G,
Riverwalk
First Church at NSKS
Sisters in Sobriety, dining room

2021 Summer Music Schedule
Each summer, while the music ministry ensembles are on summer break,
members of The First Church and the outside community bring their music
offerings to our summer worship service.
The following individuals and ensembles will enhance our services during the
summer season…
JUNE 13
Joseph R. OLEFIROWICZ,
baritone
JUNE 20
MEN’S CHOIR
JUNE 27
Anne LONGTIN, flute*
Nicole PAQUETTE, flute*
JULY 4
Nicole PLUMMER, mezzo
soprano
JULY 11
Catherine CONDI, soprano
JULY 18
WOMEN’S CHOIR
JULY 25
Kristjon IMPERIO, piano

AUGUST 1
Craig PLUMMER, tenor
AUGUST 8
Aubrie CONNELLY, clarinet*
AUGUST 15
Susan COBB, soprano
AUGUST 22
Ainsley THERRIEN, clarinet*
AUGUST 29
Brian OBERTI, saxophone
SEPTEMBER 6
Mark A. CLEVELAND, bassbaritone
* In cooperation with the Nashua
Community Music School

First Church Cyclists 2021 Schedule
Nashua River Rail Trail

24 miles

Gilson Rd. at Countryside Drive, Nashua NH

Sunday, July 25

Common Pathway

13 miles

Peterborough, NH

Sunday, August 8

Assabet River Rail Trail

8.6 miles

Wilkins St., Hudson, MA.

Sunday, August 22

Goffstown Rail Trail

11 miles

Fisher Cats Stadium, Manchester NH

Sunday, September 12

Charles River Bike Path

22.9 miles

Museum of Science, Boston MA

Sunday, September 26

Reformatory/Narrow Gauge
Trails

14 miles

Depot Park, Bedford MA

Sunday, October 3

All rides begin at 2:00 PM. Rain date is the following Sunday.
The group invites anyone, regardless of age or ability to join them for fun,
fresh air, and fellowship. Contact Ray Baldwin (contact the church office or
see the church directory for his number) with any questions.

THE FIRST CHURCH
STAFF
Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org
Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew Gilman, agilman@tfcucc.org
Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org
Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org
Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org
Sexton, Steve Buck, sbuck@tfcucc.org
Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans

WELCOME
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who
are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill
out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or
hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in
Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church
please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and
committees.

INFORMATION
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day
Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the
tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United
Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and
seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the
church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the
first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely
by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.

PASTORAL CARE
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow,
and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized.
COMMUNICATIONS
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that
we may keep our records current.
Submit information for the weekly bulletin to the office by noon on Wednesday. Submit information for
the monthly newsletter to the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.
All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary.

THE FIRST CHURCH
NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-noon & 12:30-3:30pm.
Visit our web site at tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook
Give online. Scan the QR code to view
one of the giving options available.

