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First Church Messenger 

First Church was gathered in 1685 September 2021 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Retreat: The 
Hero’s Journey 

 

The Wednesday Morning Men’s 
Group is hosting a retreat at Rolling 
Ridge Retreat Center in Andover, 
MA from Sunday, November 7th 
through Tuesday, November 9th. 
The Retreat begins with Dinner on 
Sunday at 6 PM and concludes after 
lunch on Tuesday the 9th. Our time 
together will include conversation 
around “Heroic Leadership” written 
by Chris Lowney. While the book is 
now required reading in leading 
business schools, all US Service 
Academies, and the War College, it’s 
also relevant and inspiring for every-
one who wants to deepen their walk 
with God. Lowney presents the truth 
that self-awareness, ingenuity and 
love are at the root of heroism, 
 

           Continued on page 7 (Men’s Retreat) 

Gathering and Giving in Gratitude 2021 
 

We all look forward to gathering together again on Rally Sunday, Septem-
ber 12th.  When the church regathered following the pan-
demic of 1918, they invited members and friends to bring 
an offering in support of their mission and ministry with 
Glory to God.  You are invited to do the 
same as an expression of gratitude in 
order to strengthen our ministries as we 
fully re-open.  Our ministry is a  

worthy investment in faith to bring the Good News of God 
to the lives of our members and community.   

 

“We didn’t start the Fire” Study Series with Rev. Andy 
 

Billy Joel is right: “We didn’t start the fire. It was always burning since the world’s been turning.”  Still, the flames 
are hot.  In this series, Rev. Andy will look at the burning issues of the day with God’s help, scripture, music, culture 
and your participation in Christian love.  Below are the dates along with themes; guiding song and Scripture.  All 
studies will take place on Wednesdays in the dining room from 7:00-8:30 PM.  A hybrid option is TBD. 

 
 
   

September 29 “We Didn’t Start the Fire” Billy Joel Overview: Ephesians 6:1-10 

October 6 “We’re on the Road to Nowhere” Talking Heads  Politics: Psalm 146:3-5 

October 13 “Money” Pink Floyd Economy: Luke 12:13-21 

October 20 “Love is a Stranger” Eurythmics  Sex and Family: Genesis 2:18-25 

October 27 “Losing My Religion” R.E.M Religion: Genesis 4: 1-11 

November 3 “It’s not easy being Green” Kermit the Frog Environment: Revelation 22:1-2 

 

First Church will be participating in an 
international mission opportunity to the 
Dominican Republic on February 26th 
through March 6th. Adults and youth (16 
unaccompanied or 15 accompanied by 
parent/guardian) are invited to share their 
talents to meet many needs of Haitian and 
Dominican poor centered in La Romana. 
Whatever skill you bring will be put to 

use. For example: 
 

 …If you have medical skills, you can serve local clinics that minister 
     to sugar cane workers. 
 …If you have construction skills, you can help build the Good  
                 Samaritan Hospital. 
 …If you have computer skills, you can assist hospital administrators. 
 …If you have teaching skills, you can participate in an array of  
                 educational activities.                        Continued on page 7 (Mission Trip)  

 

https://tfcucc.org/


 

 

 

First Church of Nashua 
United Church of Christ 
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Sunday Worship:  8:30 & 10:00 AM 

10:00 AM: Livestreamed 
 

 Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, Sr. Minister 
  Rev. Jami D. Boyle, Associate Minister 
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LeeAnne Steenhoek, Director of Christian Formation 
Dianne Smigliani, Business & Marketing Manager 
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Steve Buck, Sexton 

—————— 
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 Rev. James S. Chaloner 
 Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 

 

Office Hours:  
Monday-Friday: 9:00 AM-Noon & 1:00-4:00 PM 

Sunday: 8:00 AM-Noon  
(closed during the 10:00 service) 

 

Telephone: 603-882-4861 
Website: www.tfcucc.org 
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All Boards meet on Monday, Sep-
tember 13.  The evening begins with  
worship at 6:30 PM. 
 

Baptism - Any adult desir ing to be 
baptized or to have their child bap-
tized is asked to call the church office 
to schedule an appointment with one 
of the pastors. 
 

Hospitalizations - If you or  a fami-
ly member is hospitalized, please 
contact the church office. 
 

Help Keep our  Records Current. 
If you have a change of name, ad-
dress, phone number or email address 
please let the church office know.  
 

Membership - For information about 
becoming a member of our faith 
community,  please call the church 
office. See the In-Reach article on 
page 7 for more information. 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is 
looking for new members.  Contact 
Karen Bianchi for more information 
about getting involved with the 
group. 
 

Sign up for the weekly e-News by 
contacting Dianne Smigliani. 
 

Sign up for the newsletter online.  
If you wish to go paperless, please 
notify Sue Englander to have your 
name removed from the mailing list.   
 
 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.tfcucc.org to view all the activ-
ities and events going on at First 
Church.   
Find us on Facebook at:  
https://www.facebook.com/tfc 

 

THE OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE:   

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13   
PLEASE SEND ITEMS TO SUE 
ENGLANDER. THANK  YOU. 

 

 

 

Heartfelt sympathy is extended to: 
Bill Thorp, Jan Hanks and Donna 
Trout on the death of their brother, 
Jim, on August 2; Pat Roberts on the 
death of her mother, Marian 
Lacasse, on August 8; Walter Mar-
quis on the death of his mother, 
Mary Lou, on August 17; Beve 
Tucker on the death of her husband, 
John ‘Pete’, on August 24; Jan  
Evans on the death of her mother, 
Vera Antaya, on August 28.  

 

 

 
 

Congratulations to: Sambo and Jim 
Downs on the birth of Devlyn Sam-
bo on May 2; Trish Stone on the 
birth of her first great grandchild, 
Brinley Rose, on August 27. Parents 
are  Meaghan and Eric Bedell. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 09/01 Jane Washburn 
 09/05 Judy McManus 
 09/05 Chris Walker 
 09/08 Caryl Sullivan 
 09/14 Bonnie Houle 
 09/14 Paul Lamont 
 09/16 Martha Anderson 
 09/17 Cynthia Hallonquist 
 09/20 Chris Guild 
 09/23 Klavs Salgals 
 09/25 Sheila Latham 
 09/28 Jack Sullivan 
 09/30 Dot Gillespie 

Bible Friends and  
Coffee Resumes on 

September 13 
 

Bible, Friends and Coffee begins a 
new season on Monday September 
13, at 9:30 AM in Fellowship Hall.  
This year we are going to wrap our 
hearts and minds around what we 
are to believe today as Christians in 
2021.  Given there are more than 
28,000 denominations in the world 
today and independent Mega-
Churches with a powerful online 
presence, it’s always good to remind 
ourselves what we hold to be true.  
Our guide will be the PCUSA Cate-
chism.  This is one of the most bibli-
cally grounded, insightful and un-
derstandable catechisms in use to-
day.  Like most catechisms, it helps 
us explore the three traditional pil-
lars of Christian Faith:  The Ten 
Commandments, The Apostle’s 
Creed and The Lord’s Prayer.  As 
members of the United Church of 
Christ, we are heirs to the Reformed 
Tradition.  This catechism is a gift 
we can borrow from our cousins—
The Presbyterians, The Reformed 
Church and The ELCA.  This is sure 
to confirm and challenge each of us 
in some way, but together we’ll 
grow stronger in our faith and deep-
en our convictions.  This study is 
open to anyone with a desire to learn 
and grow in faith, prayer and fellow-
ship.  
 

Rev. Andy will facilitate the study. 
If you have a Bible, please bring it; 
if not, one will be supplied for you. 
No sign-up is required. 
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Never a Dull Moment 
 

A Message from Rev. Jami 
 

When I remember to take photos during my various encounters with parishioners, Visitations Committee, Women’s Wis-
dom & Spirituality (WWS), people’s private homes, etc. what delight it gives me to look again at the good people of 
First Church Nashua.  The NH Conference refers to First Church as one of its flagship churches (the Church of Christ at 
Dartmouth College is the other), a church that leads the way.  I can tell you it is never a dull moment with First Church 
leading the way! 
 

In June WWS had its final gathering of the church year at Greeley Park.  As you can see by the images, the weather was 
superb as we circled up with our chairs and picnic baskets.  Oh how we laughed, about so many things.  Laughing in and 
of itself is healing to the soul.  We reviewed our year’s study of Bad Girls of the Bible and contemplated what we will 
study this fall.  One thing for certain, the women of WWS wish to know more about women with regard to church histo-
ry, faith, and spirituality.  We closed with a longer-than-usual guided meditation.  After 2-3 years of meditating the wom-
en of WWS can quickly settle into a place of deep relaxation, even amid car traffic and distant park sounds, something 
else that’s good for 
the soul. 
 

This spring Visita-
tions Committee 
(VC) met both in the 
church courtyard and 
at Dawn Bosserman’s 
lovely home.  There 
we did the good work 
of social ministry for 
the sake of our 
church then promised 
to take the summer 
off for our personal 
rejuvenation.  VC is 
an essential ministry 
for our church, ena-
bling me, your pastor, 
to stay abreast of the 
various parishioner 
needs.  We could use 
some more commit-
tee members (we 
have 700 church 
members).  Please 
call or email me if 
you are interested. 
 

Between baby goats 
and the good eats and 
conversation at the 
Butler’s tenth annual 
church party, it’s nev-
er a dull moment here 
at First Church.  
Looking forward to 
making more memo-
ries together this 
church year.  
 

Blessings,  
Rev. Jami   
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Audio/Visual Team Milestone  
One Year of Live Streaming at First Church!   

 

The pandemic created a new way of communication with our First Church 
family last year.  The staff and a small group of volunteers started working on 
creating a recorded church service last March and then we moved to live 
streaming in the summer.  
We have some numbers to share with all of you that you might find of interest. 
 

 70+ livestreams conducted (this includes Audio and Visual Test Streams, 
etc). 

 1st ever 'Virtual' Annual Meeting 

 15,566 'views' on our YouTube channel (A view is any uninterrupted 
amount of viewing of a video, if you pause and then resume, it would be 
'2' views). 

 92 new subscribers (we are up to 151 now. :-)) 

 ~1200 feet of new Microphone cables installed and commissioned 

 4 new microphones purchased and commissioned 

 2 new cameras added + lots of other gadgets, gizmos, widgets, and thinga-
majigs.... 

 100's of learnings about things we didn't even know existed a year ago.... 
 

Thank you to our First Church Congregation for tuning in and viewing our 
work over the past year.  We are grateful for your involvement and being out 
there “virtually”!! 
 

The First Church Video Team: Rev. Andy, Rev. Ken (former member), Doug 
Brenner, Joe Glajch, Chris Guild, Lee Hauenstein, Craig Neth, Roy 
Rumbaugh, Dianne Smigliani, Don Smith-Weiss, Caryl Sullivan. 

News from  
Prudential 

 

Prudential welcomes you all back 
and prays that the year ahead will 
bring us nothing but good health and 
better times.  If you have not yet 
read Joseph O’s piece on what our 
staff and church community accom-
plished this past (and very challeng-
ing) year, please take the time to do 
so.  It was included in your recent 
mailing from the Stewardship Com-
mittee.  The list is nothing short of 
amazing.  Our grateful responses 
should be as generous as possible. 
 

On the subject of gratitude, we have 
a new-to-us refrigerator in the up-
stairs kitchen thanks to Caryl and 
Jack Sullivan.  We have needed a 
replacement for a while now and 
appreciate their generosity. 
 

There is still more good news to 
share.  A ten-year contract with the 
Nashua Community Music School 
has been signed!  It’s a win-win for 
both parties.  You have already been 
treated to some of their music as so-
loists on the summer schedule.  We 
are very excited by all the opportuni-
ties for community outreach and in-
teraction that this partnership will 
provide.  So welcome NCMS! See 
related article on page 5. 
 

Have you missed hearing our chimes 
calling you to gather on Sunday 
morning?  Fear not – they will ring 
again in just a few weeks.  Their pe-
riod of silence signifies some much 
needed brickwork being done inside 
the tower to ensure future genera-
tions will hear their songs of praise 
ring throughout the city on Sunday 
morning.  See related article on page 
7. 
 
Our Property Management team 
continues to keep our facilities in 
good shape (as they have done all 
through this pandemic).  You should 
notice some roof work and painting 
being done on our Concord Street 
properties.  We are thankful for all 
the time and effort this committee 
gives of so generously. 

Be a volunteer at the Nashua Soup  
Kitchen & Shelter!  

 

Since September there has been a core group of individuals helping to serve 
dinner every Tuesday. They are looking for more volunteers to join this group. 
They serve dinner from 3:45-6:00 PM each week. This is a rewarding and en-
joyable way to help out in our community.  If you are interested in substitut-
ing, or helping on a rotating basis, please contact Patti Mullin. Her contact in-
formation is in the church directory or you may call the church office. 
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First Church has 
New Walker Building 

Tenant  
For the past 41 years, First Church 
has hosted the Title 1 preschool pro-
gram in our building(s), most recent-
ly on the first floor of the Walker 
Building.  This fall, Title 1 will be 
relocating to Broad Street Elemen-
tary, so we will lose a long-time ten-
ant and valued partner in childhood 
education. 
 

Fortunately, the Property Manage-
ment committee has identified a new 
tenant for this space.  Starting Sep-
tember 1st, the Nashua Community 
Music School will relocate to the 
Walker Building from their current 
facility in the mill yard.  We have 
signed a ten-year lease and after 
some minor modifications to some 
rooms, they will be ready to occupy.  
Their general hours of operation will 
be Monday – Thursday 2:00 – 8:00 
pm, although there will also be some 
events on Fridays, Saturdays, and 
Sunday afternoon.  Some of our 
church members are students at the 
School and we have already seen a 
few of their students in our Sunday 
services as guests.  Be sure to wel-
come those people as you see them! 

 

 

Rev. Andy and Treasurer,  
Joe Glajch signing the contract 

Stewards of Our Hands, Hearts, and Gifts 
 

“HANDS” 
 

Stewardship Reflection 
By  

Kathleen McIntyre 
 

One of the most familiar sayings of the Shakers is “Hands to Work Hearts to 
God.” At First Church, we, like the Shakers, put our hands to work and our 
hearts to God, but take this further and strive to be good stewards of our 
hands, our hearts, and our gifts. In this season of stewardship, we will focus on 
these three elements of stewardship.  
 

What are the many ways that we use our hands each day? The tasks are end-
less … pet a dog, play a guitar, write a thank you note, draw, wash dishes, tie 
shoes, pick a flower, change a tire, peel potatoes, type, lift weights, play with a 
yoyo, and the list goes on. When injury limits the use of our hands, life slows 
and daily tasks become ever so difficult. 
 

Hands are used to express ourselves … applause, high fives, and handshakes. 
These can often express greater messages than any words. 
 

The powerful image of hands folded in prayer can provoke a quiet stillness in 
our busy, fast-moving society. 
 

Hands can tell us a great deal about another person. Age, work, heritage, and 
possible marital status is often revealed from a person’s hands. While some-
times our assumptions are correct, at other times they are wrong and far from 
the truth.   
 

The Bible makes more than 100 references to hands. Two of the most familiar 
are Ecclesiastes 9:10 “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might,” 
and Psalms 47:1 “Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs 
of joy!” 
 

First Church demonstrates both of these Bible references very well. Our praise 
in worship is expressive and parishioners serve the Lord in a multitude of 
ways. Read the bulletin each week and the weekly and monthly news to be 
informed of the work that is happening in our community by our congregation. 
Whether it be serving meals at the Soup Kitchen, creating crafts for the 
Church Fair, helping with spring and fall cleanup of the church property, 
working in the Thrift Shop, preparing Communion, singing in the choir, teach-
ing Sunday School, sharing monetary gifts, or reaching out to give a helping 
hand to another, First Church members are using their hands and doing it with 
might!  
 

For 336 years, working hands and generous hearts have truly exemplified the 
faithfulness of the First Church congregation. 
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First Church Donates 70 Backpacks to NSKS 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Nashua Soup Kitchen and 
Shelter’s Backpack program this year.  We received $2600 in donations (and 
counting), and 5 volunteers purchased over 1500 individual items packed into 
70 backpacks by 18 volunteers.  Your generosity is outstanding and appreciat-
ed by the 70+ children who will receive new school supplies to use during the 
2021-22 school year.  

Thrift Shop to Open 
on September 16 

 

The thrift shop will open for the 
season on Thursday, September 16. 
The shop will be open on Thurs-
days, from 10:00 AM– 2:00 PM. 
 
Donations are now being accepted. 
Here is a list of the items we need:  
PLEASE, PLEASE - FALL AND 
WINTER CLOTHING ONLY!!! 

 

 boys’ and girls’ clothing up to 
size 14 

 baby clothes 
 women’s clothing (all sizes) 
 costume jewelry 
 pocket books and accessories 

small knickknacks 
 

Leave your donations - clean and in 
good repair - in the marked bin in 
the courtyard lobby between the 
hours of 10:00 AM and 3:00 PM, 
Monday through Friday, or on Sun-
day morning.  Contact Gale Cum-
mings, Beth Bartlett or the church 
office with any questions. 
 

If you would like to volunteer in the 
shop a few hours a month, contact 
Gale. 

 

CROP Hunger Walk 
Returns Live in 2021 

 

This year’s Greater Nashua Crop 
Hunger Walk will return on Sun-
day October 24, rain or shine. The 
walk begins at 1:30 PM . 
 

We will be outside for walk and cel-
ebration.  If it rains, we’ll find a safe 
option for the celebration. To regis-
ter as a walker and/or raise money 
go to:  
https://
events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/
event/nashuanh 
Stay tuned for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank You Project’s Water Walk 
September 18, 2021 

9:00 AM - Greeley Park 
 

The Thank You Project is honored to invite First Church, Nashua to our 7th 
annual Water Walk.  First Church has been the backbone of everything we 
have accomplished thus far in our humble effort to bless others with our bless-
ings in this great country. Together, we have completed two water boreholes in 
Nigeria and have sent two students to Universities to study Medicine and Engi-
neering respectively. Thanks to the generous donations of our supporters, we 
are poised to complete our third water borehole this year, in Achi, Ijeoma 
Okorie’s village. This is a testament to the good in all of us. Thank You! 
 

Please come with your friends and neighbors too. Also, please continue to pray 
for the vision and mission of Thank You Project. Blessings! www.waterwalk.org. 
www.thankyouproject.org/donate/  
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Community Supper 
Planning at  

First Church 
 

Ham and bean supper anyone?  Rev. 
Andy along with community and 
church committee representatives 
are planning to establish a monthly 
community supper hosted by First 
Church. With the Front Door Agen-
cy and Family Promise families rent-
ing from First Church for transition-
al housing and even more families 
living nearby in our neighborhood, 
these meals will be a good way to 
further our mission, outreach and 
community building. We plan to 
secure food donations to support the 
meals with help from the Nashua 
Soup Kitchen.  
 

While these monthly suppers will 
require help with planning, cooking, 
serving and clean up, they will also 
provide a wonderful way to connect 
with those living in our First Church 
neighborhood.  If you are interested 
in supporting the work of these com-
munity suppers at First Church 
please contact Rev. Andy, Erin 
Almeda or indicate your interest at 
the Welcome Center.  Stay tuned for 
more information! 

News from In-Reach 
 

Welcome Back Church Family! 
In-Reach is already in the planning 
stage for some fun family activities 
and some fellowship mixers so we 
can all try to safely socialize and 
regather with church friends. 
 

We will be participating in Rally 
Sunday, September 12 with  
“welcome home” gifts.  We look 
forward to seeing many of you! 
 

There will be two fall New Member 
Orientations: September 26 and 
October 3.  One of these will be 
virtual.  More information will fol-
low regarding the details of these 
orientations.  Joining Sunday, for 
both of these orientations, will be on 
October 17.  Please call the church 
office if you are interested in attend-
ing an orientation. 
 

In-Reach hopes to have an indoor 
game day in October to include: 

games for families, board games, 
cribbage and, of course, food!  
Watch for announcement on date. 
 

If you might be interested in joining 
the In-Reach Committee, or would 
like to hear more about our purpose 
and goals, please contact Sue Haas. 
You can find her contact information 
in the church directory.  See you 
soon! 

Why are the First 
Church Bells Silent? 

Progress on the tower repairs are 
progressing on schedule.  Our next 
major Bell Tower Restoration pro-
ject is about to begin.  Northeast 
Masonry will occupy the upper part 
of the bell tower for 4-6 weeks while 
performing urgent masonry repairs.  
You will no doubt be seeing lifts, 
trucks and other pieces of equipment 
on the Church property.  The crew 
will be replacing collapsed and 
weather-damaged brick walls at the 
belfry and above the belfry ceiling 
up to the base of the steeple.  In ad-
dition, we are replacing a micro-
phone in the belfry so in the future, 
bells can reliably be heard at the 
player console.  While all this work 
is happening, the bells are being 
wrapped so that they aren’t dam-
aged.  The Tiny Tower Team and 
Property Management are planning 
to have a project display board in the 
Fellowship Hall area to provide the 
congregation with visual updates on 
content and progress of the work. 

 
Men’s Retreat (from page 1) 
 

leadership and the Christian life.  
 

There will be plenty of time to walk 
the grounds, read, and relax. The 
cost for twin rooms is $290, which is 
all-inclusive. A deposit of $145 is 
due by September 21. 
 

Sign up online or at the Welcome 
Center and make checks payable to 
First Church with “Men’s Retreat” 
in memo.  Please direct your ques-
tions to Rev. Andy.   

 Mission trip (from page 1) 
 

     ...If you love children, you can  
        participate in Vacation Bible 
        School. 
 

Rev. Andy will be leading the trip.  
He will host a Zoom call on  
September 14 at 7:00 PM.  Please 
e-mail Dianne or Sue for the link:
(dsmigliani@tfcucc.org) or 
(senglander@tfcucc.org).  
 

He also invites you to an informa-
tional meeting at 11:30 AM on Sun-
day, September 19 in room 15 
following the 10:00 church service.  
 

In the meantime, feel free to contact 
him with your many questions and 
go to https://centralmalaromana.org/ 
to learn more and view pictures of 
previous missions. 

 

Wednesday Morning 
Men’s Group 

 

Men’s study resumes on Wednesday 
September 15 at 8:00 AM.  This 
season we’ll continue with reflec-
tions and discussions on Psalms, 
Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.  Did you 
know that the Psalms are over 3,000 
years old and that they served as 
Jesus’ prayer book?  Fact is, this 
powerful collection of prayers shows 
us that every human emotion can be 
a conduit to God.  In all the Gospels, 
Jesus quotes the Psalms, too, as a 
way to understand his ministry and 
mission.  We gather in the parlor 
adjacent to Fellowship Hall on 
Wednesdays from 8:00-9:00 AM.  
Coffee, tea and pastries accompany 
our weekly conversations. 

If you are a parent/s whose young 
adults have taken or are about to take 
the next step towards independence, 
then this group is for you. We meet 
for fun, fellowship and discuss im-
portant themes associated with the 
transition we are making to life with 
an “Empty Nest”. Our next gathering 
will be on Monday September 20 at 
7:00 PM.  Rev. Andy and Janice 
will host us at a location TBD.   
Sign up at the Welcome Center or 
online.   

mailto:senglander@tfcucc.org
https://forms.gle/eUkST2w6VFjcPsCp9
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September Blessings First Church of Nashua, 
 

Our Nursery, Sunday School and Adult Education programs are open.  We 
celebrate this opportunity to rekindle our connection to God in and through 
each other and Be the Church.  Welcome!  Welcome!  We gather now to link 
arms and grow our roots and wings to explore how God is working in us and 
through us.  
 

-LeeAnne Steenhoek, Director of Christian Formation 
 
 

A few words on Safety for Our Times  
Please be assured that rooms are meticulously cleaned and classroom assign-
ments made to meet or exceed CDC guidelines.  Air purifiers are in each class-
room and two in the nursery.  Masks are required during Sunday School and 
by nursery volunteers.  Please let your children know that they can help by 
wearing their masks and doing their best to allow 3 feet of distance between 
themselves and others.  There are disinfectant wipes and hand sanitizer availa-
ble for use in classrooms.   
 
 

Rally Day September 12 
The theme this year is “We are Family: Growing Together in Christ”.  Chris-
tian Formation enthusiastically opens its classrooms and nursery anew.  We 
are excited to make new memories and celebrate our history together as we 
reunite.  Sunday School begins again on Rally Sunday, September 12.  Chil-
dren ages 3 through Grade 12 are invited to attend worship at 10:00 AM in the 
sanctuary with their parents.  The nursery opens for infants, toddlers and two-
year-olds at 9:45 AM and is available throughout the worship service. 
 

Following the re-covenanting ceremony, children 3 years old through 8th grade 
will meet their teachers and classroom volunteers in Fellowship Hall and be 
shepherded to their classrooms.  Parents/guardians are asked to meet their chil-
dren in their classrooms after the service.  The door to the Sunday School will 
be locked during Worship.  See related articles for infor-
mation on specific classes. 
 
 

Rally Day Cookout 
We are Family and everyone is invited to the table to join 
in the fun at the annual Rally Day cookout after the 10 AM 
service on Sunday September 12th.  The Christian For-
mation Board will provide hot dogs, burgers, beverages and 
side dishes (new this year). Also, new this year, the Stewardship Committee 
will generously gift us with an ice cream truck for dessert!  Choose your fa-
vorite flavor.   
 

Rally day is a homecoming for all of our educational programming, child 
through adult, boards, youth groups and choirs begin anew and kick off the 
program year.   The cookout is a chance to connect with old friends and make 
new friends as we grow together in Christ.  We are Family! 

Nursery News 

The nursery will open on September 
5 at 8:45 AM and will resume its 
regular schedule on Sunday Septem-
ber 12 at 9:45 AM with Sambo 
Downs, Allison Dillman and Heather 
Nault at the helm.  These nursery 
coordinators along with a team of 
dedicated caregivers, are ready to 
nurture and lavish attention on the 
youngest members of our First 
Church family.  Volunteers are re-
quired to wear masks but not ex-
pected of babies. 
 

If you are new to First Church, 
please go to the Christian Formation 
Office in the Walker Building, where 
someone will guide you to the nurse-
ry.  Parents are asked to stop at the 
sign-in counter where you will be 
greeted by one of the coordinators 
and asked to sign your name.  You 
and your child will receive bracelets 
with matching numbers, which will 
be matched up when you return for 
your child at the end of worship.  
You are asked to leave a cell phone 
number, so that you may be notified 
immediately if your child needs you.  
You are welcome to stay with your 
child as long as you like.  Be sure to 
tell the adult volunteer anything they 
should know about your child 
(allergies, special signs or words, 
comfort items) and mark all posses-
sions and your child with the child’s 
name. 
 

We ask that you register your child 
to integrate as part of the Christian 
Formation program, progressing 
from the nursery to Sunday School, 
Confirmation and youth activities as 
your child grows. 

Sunday School Registration 
If you are new to First Church, you 
will find Sunday School registration 
forms online, at the Christian For-
mation Center, Welcome Center or 
by calling the church office, 882-
4861.  Please register each child 
online confirming that your most 
recent email, cell phone and address 



9 

are current even if you think we have 
them. 
 

Sunday School Schedule 

Children, teachers and volunteers go 
to the Sanctuary Sunday morning at 
10:00 AM for the Children’s Mes-
sage.  Children will meet teachers and 
classroom staff in Fellowship Hall 
and be shepherded to classrooms. 
Thanks for your support as we weigh 
each detail carefully to maximize 
learning, safety and Spirit.  Please 
look to Announcements on Sunday 
September 5, your bulletin and e-
news for updates.  Children and par-
ents please plan to be shepherded as 
we hold our covenanting ceremony 
and enter our classrooms.  
 

A diagram of the classrooms will be 
included in the worship bulletin on 
Rally Day. 
 

Any questions or comments may be 
directed to LeeAnne Steenhoek, Di-
rector of Christian Formation. 

Sunday School Staff Orientation 
Orientation for all Sunday school lead 
and assistant teachers takes place on 
Thursday September 9 from 6:00-
8:00PM, beginning in the Shaw 
Chapel. 
 

The session includes planning with 
teammates.  It is vital that all Sunday 
School teaching staff attend this meet-
ing.  If you absolutely cannot attend 
this meeting, be sure to contact 
LeeAnne Steenhoek ahead of time.  
The schedule for the evening in-
cludes: 
6:00:  Devotion 
6:10:  Orientation 
6:45:  Team Meetings 

Sunday School for Age 3 
through Grade 2 
The younger Sunday School classes 
work with an innovative curriculum 
called Worship Center.  Worship Cen-
ter is a Montessori-derived program 
of worship and Bible stories that en-
courages children to explore their 
faith and Grow with God at their own 
pace.  Each room is a worship center 
that children learn to cherish and rec-
ognize as sacred.  Over time, they not 
only learn the stories of the Bible, but 
also the rhythm and meaning of wor-

ship.  The children have worship in 
their rooms.  They have music, sto-
ries, offering, prayer and snack 
(called “feast”) in their worship cen-
ter.  On the first and third Sundays of 
each month, they spend some of 
their class time in the Shaw Chapel 
singing with Steve Blunt. 
 

Parents are encouraged to be in-
volved by signing up to be the 
“Parent of the Day” who provides a 
simple snack and drink and helps in 
the class that one day.  Each child 
has a turn to be the “Child of the 
Day” when parents are “Parent of the 
Day”.  Look for sign-up sheets out-
side of each room.  By taking your 
turn two or three times throughout 
the year, you will learn more about 
this program.  Grandparents, aunts or 
uncles can also be Parent of the Day. 

Sunday School for Grades 3-5 
Students and teachers in grades 3-5 
use the Chronicle Curriculum.  
Chronicle follows a 3-year cycle 
through the Bible, with an emphasis 
on learning to read, interpret and 
understand the Bible.  Some of the 
Bible lessons for 2021-2022 include 
Bible Heroes, Faith in Action and 
the Miracles of Jesus. 
 

Make A Difference (MAD) 
Grades 7&8 
Sunday school for grades 7-8 is 
planned as a pre-confirmation expe-
rience, providing a format to discuss 
and act upon lessons learned in Sun-
day School as well as time to prepare 
for the intensive confirmation class. 
 

MAD meets during the regular Sun-
day School time each Sunday, except 
the first Sunday of the month when 
they remain in church for commun-
ion. 
 

MAD focuses on mission and ser-

vice to others, with intentional reflec-
tion on Christian service.  Activities 
include apple picking, projects for 
the Front Door Agency and the 
Nashua Soup Kitchen.  Students 
gather in Room 9 following the Chil-
dren’s Message. 

Send in New College and New 
Graduate Addresses 
The Christian Education Board likes 
to keep in touch with First Church 
young people who have gone away 
to college or are newly independent 
in the Armed Service, an Internation-
al Exchange Program or other work.  
Please call the church office or email 
lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org with any 
change of address for your children. 
 

On October 24th, the MAD service 
group will pack and mail Halloween 
care packages to all young people 
who have gone away to college, the 
Armed Forces, an International Ex-
change program or work.  We minis-
ter to those who need Tender Loving 
Care TLC. 
 

Remember!  Packages need an ad-
dress; you MUST call or email your 
graduate or college student’s address 
before each mailing in October and 
February (Valentine’s packages). 

Pretzel Sunday is March 13 
Save the Date!  More info to follow. 
 
 

Youth Programs for 2021-2022 
The First Church has active Junior 
and Senior High fellowship group 
and a team of energetic, caring, well-
trained adults from the congregation.  
Fellowship, worship, outreach, and 
educational activities and programs 
are designed to encourage the devel-
opment and deepening of connec-
tions between youth and God, one 
another, adults and children in the 
congregation and the world around 
them.   
 

Please see October’s Newsletter. 
Dates and activities to come. 

Confirmation  
Confirmation is a year-long program 
for those in grades nine and over 
who wish to explore their faith, learn 
more about God, the Bible, the 
church and Christian traditions, and 

mailto:lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
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become full members of First 
Church.  The group usually meets in 
the Fireside Room from 11:30AM-
1:00PM on several Sundays each 
month.  Participants will experience 
an overnight retreat at Horton Center 
October 1, 2 & 3.  Please see 
LeeAnne Steenhoek for paperwork 
to register for Confirmation and for 
the Confirmation Retreat if you have 
not already done so.  The Confirma-
tion Calendar is in your Confirma-
tion Packets and on our church web-
site. 
 

Upcoming Confirmation dates for 
September and October: 
Thursday, September 2, 6:00-8:00 
PM: Confirmation Orientation, din-
ing room (parents, mentors, confirm-
ands) 
 

Saturday, September 18, 8:30- 
12:00 PM:  Water Walk, Greeley 
Park (with mentors) 
 

Sunday, September 19, 11:30 AM-
1:00 PM: Class 
 

Friday, October 1-Sunday, Octo-
ber 3: Confirmation Retreat (with 
mentors) 
 

Sunday, October 17, 11:30-1:00 
PM: Class 
 

Sunday, October 24, 1:00 PM: 
CROP Walk (with mentors) 

Activity Dates and Missions for all 
of our First Church Youth and 
Family 
 

 Dominican Republic ZOOM Info 
Session 7PM September 14th – 
see page 1 for more information. 

 Dominican Republic In-Person 
Info Session Room 15, 11:30AM 
September 19th- see page 1 

 Water Walk September 18th from 
8:30AM-12PM at Greeley Park- 
see page 6 

 CROP WALK October 24th- see 
page 6 

 Vacation Bible School Volun-
teers meet January 16th at 11:30 
to plan in the dining room 

 Dominican Republic Mission 
February 26th-March 6th.    

 Youth Sunday March 20th 
 Senior Recognition Sunday May 

8th 
 

Intergenerational Worship, Pro-
grams and Missions are encour -
aged at First Church.  While youth 
are encouraged to participate in pro-
grams specifically designed for them, 
our greatest hope is that our youth 
will join with their families and 
friends in participating in church-
wide worship, missions and fellow-
ship events.   
 

Once confirmed, we encourage youth 
to teach Sunday School, join and 
serve on First Church’s various 
boards, committees and ministry 
teams. They are encouraged to:  
 serve in our Christian Formation 

 

‘Do not ask your  
children to strive’ 

 

By William Martin 
 

Do not ask your children  
To strive for extraordinary lives. 
Such striving may seem admira-
ble, 
But it is the way of foolishness. 
Help them instead to find the won-
der 
And the marvel of an ordinary life. 
Show them the joy of tasting 
Tomatoes, apples and pears. 
Show them how to cry when pets 
and people die. 
Show them the infinite pleasure 
In the touch of a hand. 
And make the ordinary come alive 
for them. 
The extraordinary will take care of 
itself. 

 

Hot Apple Crisp! 
 

The MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
(MAD) class will be selling freshly 
made (in our kitchen) apple crisp on 
September 26, following the 8:30 
and 10:00 AM worship services.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birth the Beloved Community by Being the beloved Community.  When a 
critical mass of people practice, together, in community and as parts of move-
ment for justice, I believe we can begin to create the world we want here and 
now.  -Valerie Kaur 

programs by assisting teachers in 
our children’s classes, work in 
the nursery, and lead Vacation 
Bible School activities.   

 join or assist with our choirs and 
various musical ensembles. 

 
 

We enthusiastically welcome newly 
confirmed Allie C. to our Christian 
Formation Board and MAD teacher 
roster and Sabrina M. to our Confir-
mation leadership team. 
 



Notes from the Chancel                                                                 

11 

CHOIRS BEGIN  
2021-22 SEASON 

 

Please call the Music Office for any 
additional information  

(603) 882-4861 x15 
 

ALL-CHURCH CHOIR 
(Seasonal – SATB for all) 
On hiatus in 2021/2022 

 

BELLISSIMO 
(9th-12th grade bells) 

Contact Music Office 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR 
(10TH grade through adult) 

Wednesday, Sept. 1 
6:45-8:30pm 

 

CHAPEL CHIMERS 
(Cherub – 2nd Grade) 

Sunday, Oct. 3 
9:15-9:45am 

 

CHORAL UNION 
(Seasonal – All vocal choirs) 

Wednesday, May 18 
6:45-8:30pm 

 

DECIBELLS 
(10th Grade-Adult bells) 
Thursday, Sept. 23 

7:00-8:30pm 
 

FIRST CHAMBER 
(Select Mixed Choir) 
Thursday, Nov. 18 

6:30-7:30pm 
 

FIRST FOLK 
(Contemporary SATB adult) 

Tuesday, Sept. 28 
6:30-7:30pm 

 

FIRST SCHOLA 
(8th-12th Grade SA) 
Tuesday, Oct. 19 

5:30-6:30pm 
 

JOYFUL NOISE 
(3rd - 7th grade) 

Sunday, Oct. 3 
11:20am-Noon 

 

JUBELLATION 
(4th grade – adult starter) 
Contact Music Office 

 

MEN’S CHOIR 
(Seasonal – TTTB for all) 

Thursday – June 2 
7:00pm 

 

COME AND MAKE  
A JOYFUL NOISE! 

MOST CHOIR SCHEDULES 
AVAILABLE ONLINE! 
tfcucc.org, under MUSIC 

SUMMER MUSIC 
THANKS! 

 

Thank you to all of those who en-
hanced our worship this Summer by 
offering their talents in Sunday ser-
vices. Whether through instruments 
or voices, your contribution to our 
worship life is greatly appreciated! 

 
Mark A. Cleveland 

Susan Cobb 
Aubrey Connelly 
Catherine Kondi 

Anna Longtin 
Kristjon Imperio 

Brian Oberti 
Nicole Paquette 
Craig Plummer 
Nicole Plummer 
Ainsley Thierren 

 

MEN’S CHOIR  
 

Timothy Ayres-Kerr 
Edward Boyd 
Ray Crowell 

Jeffrey C. Evans 
George Gardner 

Christopher Guild 
Bruce Lund 

Charles Morris 
Craig Neth 

Stephen Ostermiller 
Craig Plummer 

Eric Ruthenberg 
Don Smith-Weiss 

Andrzek Sokół 
Scott Taylor 

Bill Thompson 
Michael Winton 

 

WOMEN’S CHOIR  
Brianne Biastoff 

Kathryn Bell 
Carol Butler 
Susan Cobb 
Pat Darrin 
Jan Hanks 

Floice Lund 
Debbie Nordyke 
Nicole Plummer 

Janet Poisson 
Dianne Smigliani 

Brenda Smith-Weiss 
Leslie Woodard 

ACCLAIMED CONCERT 
ORGANIST TO OPEN 

FIRST MUSIC SEASON 
ADAM J. BRAKEL, organ  

Our 14th season of FIRST MUSIC 
celebrates 

“STAYING ALIVE!” 
as our mainstage offerings continue 
the joy of bringing our music out-

reach to the community during this 
most unusual time. 

 

The spellbinding and artistically 
masterful performances by Adam J. 
Brakel have led to him being com-
pared to Liszt, Gould, Bernstein, and 
Paganini.  
 

National Public Radio hails him as 
“an absolute organ prodigy with the 
technique and virtuosity that most 
concert pianists could only dream 
of…he is the Franz Liszt of the or-
gan.”  
 

His playing is distinguished for its 
energy, passion, and transcendent 
virtuosity that serves the music with-
out distracting, and, most important-
ly, musical maturity and communica-
tive power. Mr. Brakel is Director of 
Music at St. James Cathedral and for 
the Diocese of Orlando, Florida. 
 

Mark your calendars for Sunday Oc-
tober 17, at 3:00 PM, as FIRST 
MUSIC hosts this FREE opener to 
our 14th Season. 
 

Please join us in Bringing the Joy of 
Music to the Gate City and celebrate 
our Series: a jewel in the music life 
of Southern New Hampshire!  
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FRIENDS OF  
FIRST MUSIC  

BEGINS CAMPAIGN 
 

With the start of the Fall, our fund-
raising for The First Music Concert 
Series starts again! 
 

Please consider donating to this inte-
gral music outreach to our communi-
ty and region. 
 

Donors from last season will be 
called and/or mailed letters for re-
newal of their support.  
 

We could always use new donors to 
keep our programming alive and full 
of the vision which has brought al-
ready 13 seasons of fine music to the 
community. 
 

Want to become a  
“Friend of First Music?”  

– ask us how!  
 

Please contact  
jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org or call 
(603) 882-4861 X15 for more infor-
mation. 

 
 
 
 

TOWER CHIME  
NEEDS RINGERS 

 
Our TOWER CHIME  historic bells 
from the World’s Columbian Expo-
sition of 1893 are in their 126th year 
of service to the Glory of God, at 
The First Church! 
 

We need to increase our roster of 
weekly ringers at the Chime. It is the 
perfect way to serve the Music Min-

istry and the congregation “on your 
own…” 
 

Reading music is certainly advised, 
as our ringers select their music right 
out of our Pilgrim Hymnal. 
 

There is a bit of “physicality” to 
ringing the chime, so thrusting heavy 
weighted 
wooden han-
dles down-
ward (while 
standing) is 
the necessary 
activity, for a 
duration of up to fifteen minutes. 
 

If this sounds interesting, please con-
tact Joseph in the Music Office at 
(603) 882-4861 x15, or through jole-
firowicz@tfcucc.org 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 

 

 

 

 

September 2021 
 

Sunday, September 5 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 Mark Cleveland, bass-baritone 
 

Sunday, September 12 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 & 10:00 Chancel Choir 
 

Sunday, September 19 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 & 10:00 Staff Singer Quartet 
 

Sunday, September 26 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 Organ 
10:00 Chancel Choir & Organ 

Horton Center  
Family  Weekend 

 

Horton Center was a delight this 
year. We had 8 months-82 years on 
the mountain and about 30 partici-
pants including one young family 
and several parent-adult child pair-
ings.  It’s fun to talk to grown wom-
en who remember running around 
as babies in our sanctuary and 
growing up together in our Sunday 
School at First Church.  We hiked 
and Rev. Jami led a Wonderwalk to 
Pinkham Ledge.  Rev. Andy A. led 
a rousing morning service about 
fungi, mushrooms and the intercon-
nectedness of our world.  LeeAnne 
led a Riverwalk Spiritual exercise 
meditation and poetry write on 
Madison Porch.  Participants’ poet-
ry was shared as part of Sunday 
morning’s worship led by Rev. Jami 
and LeeAnne.  We sang around the 
campfire 
and 
toasted 
s’mores.   

 
Adult Winter Retreat 

Biddeford Pool, Maine 
 

January 21 – January 23, 2022 
 
Save the date for this popular retreat. 
More information will be forthcom-
ing so watch the weekly bulletins 
and e-News and the October news-
letter.  

Women’s Wisdom 
and Spirituality 

 

Come study the Bible with Wom-
en’s Wisdom and Spirituality begin-
ning Sunday September 26 from 
11:30 AM-1:00 PM in the dining 
room.   
 

The study runs September to June 
on one or two Sundays a month.   
 

We’ll learn from conservative femi-
nist biblical scholar Jen Wilkin who 
approaches the study of God’s Word 
according to women’s particular 
needs and desires.  Sprinkled in this 
study of Wilkin’s perspective Rev. 
Jami will lead teachings and discus-
sions about various women from the 
Bible like Deborah the prophet and 
judge in the Old Testament and 
Priscilla in the New Testament.  One 
thing is certain, there’ll be LOTS to 
talk about!  See you there. 
 

Fall Dates:  October 10 & 31 
November 4 & 28 
December 12 
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SEASON XIV: STAYING ALIVE! 
 

October 17, 2021 
PIPES SPECTACULAR! 
Organ virtuoso Adam J. Brakel 

 

December 19, 2021 
CHRISTMAS AT FIRST: Gaudete 

Chancel Choir of The First Church & Muddy Brook Chamber Ensemble 

 

March 13, 2022 
4 HANDS – 1 GRAND 

(Piano duo) 
Liana Paniyeva & Cihan Yucel 

 

April 10, 2022 
DIVA TO DIVA TO DIVO 

Brianna Robinson, soprano – Michelle Trainor, soprano – David Rivera Bozon, tenor 

 

May 15, 2022 
JAZZ MASTERS 

The Nebula Project - Rosenblum Sextet  
 
 

FIRST FRIDAYS AT FIRST 
FREE 30-minute organ recitals @ 12:15pm 

 

November 5   TBA     TBA   

December 3   Barbara Flocco  Phillips Academy Exeter – Exeter, NH  

January 7   Bruce Adami   Christ Church Exeter – Exeter, NH     

February 4  Mary Jodice   Saint Andrew Episcopal Church – Marblehead, MA 

March 4   Kristjon Imperio  Pakachoag Music School – Worcester, MA 

April 1   Emily Adams   Main Street United Methodist Church – Nashua, NH 
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New Date for the Holiday Fair! 

Saturday, October 2, 2021 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
Sunday, October 3, Post Worship  

 

This change is due to the uncertainty of the Delta variant. 
 

~ Bake Sale ~ Homemade Crafts ~  
 ~ Lunch from 11:00 AM-1:00 PM with Susie’s Scrumptious Selections ~  

 ~ Take Home Chili and Soups ~ 
 

The Silent Auction will be held 
 online from October 10-17. 

 

 Items include an autographed Red Sox baseball, paintings, a dementia 
“fidget” blanket, themed baskets, Tole painted basket, and more.  Let Rebec-
ca Small know if you have any donations for the auction.   
 
We need volunteers to help with set-up on Monday, September 27 and on 
October 2 to sell items and serve lunch.  Call or email Jocelyn Henning for 
more information and if you would like to help. 
 
All proceeds go to the Dominican Republic Mission Trip in February, 2022. 
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September 5, 2021 

9:00am:  
Worship & Livestream 

 

Rally Sunday 
September 12, 2021 
8:30 AM: Worship 

10:00 AM: Worship, Livestream, 
 Sunday School & Childcare 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rally Sunday ~ September 12, 2021 
Sunday School begins (age 3-grade 8) 

Childcare for infants-age 2 
Cookout and celebration following the 10:00 AM  

worship service. See page 8 for the details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Dates! See page 14 for more information. 

https://tfcucc.org/

