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NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Congregational – United Church Of Christ

†
Gathered December 16, 1685

“No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”

Morning Worship
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
Reformation Sunday
October 31, 2021

8:30 & 10:00 AM

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand

APPROACH TO GOD
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship.

MEDITATION

“We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time."
T.S. Eliot, "Little Gidding"

PRELUDE

Toccata and Fugue in D minor, BWV 565

J. S. Bach
(1685 – 1750)

INTROITUS
(10:00)

Jesus Loves Me
CHAPEL CHIMERS

W. B. Bradbury
(1816 - 1868)

CALL TO WORSHIP
(inspired by Genesis 22: 1-14; Micah 6:8; Deuteronomy 6:5)
Leader: What does the Lord require of you?
People: To do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God.
Leader: What does God command of us?
People: To love God with all our heart, and all our soul, and all our mind, and
all our strength, and to love our neighbor as ourselves.
Leader: Let us worship the God who believes in us, and trusts in us, and
abides with us.
Together: Let us worship the God who will ask much of us, but will be beside
us every step of the way.

*HYMN #363

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

EIN’ FESTE BURG
(1517)

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty God, we confess that we have taken Your commandments and turned
them into rules. We have criticized those who have fallen short and selfishly
proclaimed ourselves righteous. We have failed to understand the spirit of the
commandments and the Way to love you God and our neighbors. Forgive us
for turning Your law into a burden for others and ourselves, instead of the way
to love and freedom. In the name of Christ, who has given us the Way and leads
us on, we pray. Amen.
A time of silence for personal confession

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: Know that in God’s love there is forgiveness, healing, and
reconciliation. In Jesus Christ you are unconditionally loved. Give
yourself to God by serving others.
People: Thanks be to God.
PRAISE 8/3

Thou Art Giving and Forgiving

(10:00)

HYMN TO JOY
(1824)

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest,
Well-spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, all who live in love are thine;
Teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine.

GREETINGS
PRESENTATION OF THIRD GRADE BIBLES (10:00)
WITNESSING STEWARDS

Shana Dodge & Natalie James

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Deuteronomy 6:1-9
Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that
the Lord your God charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you are
about to cross into and occupy, so that you and your children and your
children’s children, may fear the Lord your God all the days of your life, and
keep all his decrees and his commandments that I am commanding you, so
that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them
diligently, so that it may go well with you, and so that you may multiply greatly
in a land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God of your ancestors,
has promised you.
Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your

might. Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite
them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you
are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your
hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts
of your house and on your gates.
Mark 12:28-34
One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and
seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the
first of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the
Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this,
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment
greater than these.” Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you
have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; and ‘to love
him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,’
and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’ —this is much more important than all
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he answered wisely,
he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that no one
dared to ask him any question.
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
GRATIA TIBI
(10:00)

SERMON

Thanks Be to Thee
CHANCEL CHOIR

“Solid Ground”

T. Tallis
(1505 – 1585)

Rev. Dr. Andrew Gilman

*HYMN
(10:00)

Renew Thy Church, Her Ministries Restore

ALL IS WELL
(1961)

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD
LITANY OF PRAISE
Psalm 146
Leader: Happy are those who have the God of Israel as their helper, whose
hope is in the Lord their God.
People: He is the one who made heaven and earth, the sea, and everything
in them.
Leader: He is the one who keeps every promise forever, who gives justice to
the oppressed and food to the hungry. The Lord frees the prisoners.
The Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
People: The Lord lifts the burdens of those bent beneath their loads. The Lord
loves the righteous.
Leader: The Lord protects the foreigners among us. He cares for the orphans
and widows, but he frustrates the plans of the wicked.
People: Happy are those who have the God of Israel as their helper, whose
hope is in the Lord their God.
PRAYER CONCERNS
SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRAYER RESPONSE
Lobe den Herren, der mächtigen König…
Lobe den Herren
den mächtigen König der Ehren
Lob’ ihn, o Seele
vereint mit dem himmlischen Chören
Kommet zuhauf!
Psalter und Harfe, wacht auf,
Lasset den Lobgesgang hören!

LOBE DEN HERREN
(1665)

Praise to Lord!
The mighty King of the honors.
Praise Him, o soul
unified with the heavenly choirs.
Come to me!
Psaltery and harp, awaken,
Let the songs of praise be heard!

OFFERTORY

Portrait of Praise

D. J. Butler
(*1960)

*THE DOXOLOGY #515
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
For your law and your grace, for your word and your light, and for all your gifts,
Holy God, we offer you our gratitude. Inspire us through these offerings to walk
in the way of our Savior and show your love for the world by what we say and
what we do. Amen.

*HYMN #29

Now Thank We All Our God

NUN DANKET
(1636)

*BENEDICTION
BENEDICTUS

Ein’ feste Burg ist unser Gott

M. Luther
(1483 – 1546)

Ein’ feste Burg ist unser Gott
Ein gute Wehr und Waffe
Er hilft uns frei aus aller Not
Die uns jetzt hat betroffen
Der alt böse Feind
Mit Ernst er (es) jetzt meint
Gross Macht und ganz viel List
Sein grausam Rüstung ist
Auf Erd’ ist nicht sein gleichen.

A solid fortress is our God
A good defense and weapon
He helps us free from our distress
That us now has affected
The old, mean enemy
With seriousness he know means (to conquer)
With power and much cleverness
His cruel armor is
on earth: nothing within its comparison

The congregation is kindly asked to
remain seated for the POSTLUDE.

POSTLUDE

Ein’ feste Burg ist unser Gott

H. Walcha

A mighty fortress is our God

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS

(1907 – 1991)

*************************************************************************
AV TEAM CAMERA CREW: Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein,
Craig Neth, Don Smith-Weiss and Dennis Webster
CHAPEL CHIMERS: Rebecca Crivello, director
DEACON OF THE DAY: Andy Dillman
STAFF SINGERS: Janet Poisson, soprano – Brianne Biastoff, alto – Jason
Iannuzzi, bass
HYMNS: Hymns for the Family of God, Pilgrim Hymnal, CCLI#3034682
*************************************************************************
CHURCH SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE are offered at 10:00 AM on Sunday for
infants through Grade 8. All children (3 years-7th grade) start in the sanctuary each
Sunday with their parents. After the children’s message, students leave for their
classes. The Ushers will be happy to direct newcomers to childcare and classrooms.
*************************************************************************
PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS.

*************************************************************************
HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS
ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.

*************************************************************************
HOSPITALIZATIONS - IF YOU OR A FAMILY MEMBER IS HOSPITALIZED,
PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE.

*************************************************************************
Have you remembered First Church in your will?

*************************************************************************
MASK USE IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED WHILE
INSIDE THE CHURCH BUILDINGS.

*************************************************************************
JOIN US FOR LEMONADE AND FELLOWSHIP IN THE
COURTYARD FOLLOWING WORSHIP (WEATHER PERMITTING).

*************************************************************************

Worship Schedule
8:30 AM: In-Person Worship
10:00 AM: In-Person Worship, Livestream,
Sunday School & Nursery Care
Radio broadcast at 10:00 AM on WSMN AM 1590 & FM 95.3

Notes from the Chancel
This Sunday is the 504th Anniversary of the Reformation. Imagine this “new”
tradition beginning 168 years before even The First Church was founded! (Of course,
without the Reformation, where would Congregationalism be!?)
On this Reformation Sunday, (which commemorates Luther’s historic start of a new
era, this year actually being the 500th Anniversary of his excommunication from the
Catholic Church!) our hymnody provides two solid bookends of the Protestant
tradition: the opening penned by Martin Luther himself, and a beloved hymn across
all Protestant denominations. The closing hymn, the 17 th century staple by Martin
Crüger, with text by Martin Rinckart, translated in the 19 th century by Catherine
Winkworth.
Already in the Prelude, with the commanding opening of the “mighty 565” – we hear
the writing of a master composer of sacred music in the Protestant tradition, Johann
Sebastian Bach. His Opus spans over 1,000 works for the church, and it has been
a real treat seeing what our Anderson Memorial Organ can do to bring this
masterpiece to life. (And no, it is not being played because Halloween is today…)
The musical form of the toccata (taken from the Italian word “toccare” or “to touch”)
is in a free style with several imaginative movements, followed by a rather intense
fugue. (Where a melodic theme is started in the hands, and then shared in different
keys, until the feet pick up the theme as well!) – A stately opening, to a festival day
in our tradition!
We welcome the CHAPEL CHIMERS into the worship roster for the first time this
season. We also welcome Rebecca CRIVELLO in to worship this morning, with her
first Sunday leading one of our children’s choirs in corporate worship. The children’s
joyful offering brings praise to God on this festival day, and lifts our spirits to offer our
own praise unto the Lord after the Prelude. There is always room for more Pre-K
through Grade 2 children to come and learn how to play and sing. The choir meets
on Sunday mornings from 9:15-9:45am in the Shaw Chapel, which is in the lower
level of the Walker Building.
The CHANCEL CHOIR offers a rousing offertory anthem, with a contemporary flair,
penned for choir and organ. Between the rhythmic opening, and strains of a cappella
writing, the text painting of “waiting patiently for God” is then contrasting with slightly
jarring chords as we talk about God removing us from the “desolate pit” unto
salvation.
Our POSTLUDE, is penned by blind 20th century German organist Helmut Walcha.
His treatment of Luther’s famous hymn tune EIN FESTE BURG is really a bold
statement to end worship this morning! Walcha specialized in the organ works of
Dutch and German Baroque masters, and is renowned for his recordings of the
complete organ works of J. S. Bach! (Source: Wikipedia)

Christian Formation
Today in the Sunday School

October 24, 2021

Today is Reformation Sunday and the liturgical color is green.
Christian Formation thrives on the volunteer support of our Board, teachers,
assistants and nursery care workers.
God loves you and has chosen you as his own special people. So be gentle, kind,
humble meek and patient. ~Colossians 3:12
NURSERY CARE
The church nursery opens at 9:45 AM to care for children (infants through age 2)
during the 10:00 AM worship service. Nursery coordinators are on hand to greet
parents and explain the procedure for checking in and picking up your child.
BIBLE SUNDAY
Today is Bible Sunday and Grades 3 & 4 will come forward to receive their Bibles.
Teachers and assistants for all classrooms and the nursery will be receiving NIrV
Children’s and Study Bibles from Christian Formation.
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Christmas Pageant Rehearsals begin next Sunday, October 31 with Christmas
Pageant Director Steve Blunt and voice teacher Rebecca Crivello. Karen Hayden is
our Costume Director.
CONFIRMATION
Confirmation class is today at 11:30 in the Fireside Room.

Church Happenings and Outreach
Golf Tournament update - The First Church’s Third Annual Golf Tournament was
held on Wednesday, September 22nd. There were 25 sponsors and 56 golfers who
signed up and played on a beautiful day in New Hampshire. In addition to a good
day of fun and fellowship, we raised a total of $6,300 to benefit three local charities:
Family Promise of Greater Nashua, Stepping Stones and The Front Door Agency!
Many thanks to all who participated sponsored and volunteered!
++++

Adult Winter Retreat - Marie Joseph Spiritual Center
Biddeford Pool, Maine - January 21 – January 23, 2022
There are still some spaces available! Rev. Andy Armstrong will lead the retreat
with a theme around simplicity and sabbatical. This retreat is the perfect time for
reflection, relaxation, prayer, worship, and fellowship. The cost for the weekend is
$240.00 per person, and includes lodging for 2 nights and 5 meals. A non-refundable
deposit of $120.00 per person is due ASAP with the balance due by January 7, 2022.
Scholarships are available. To register, sign up at the Welcome Center, contact Sue
Englander, or stop by the church office.
++++

“We didn’t start the Fire” Study Series with Rev. Andy concludes on Wednesday,
November 3 at 7:00 PM. Billy Joel is right: “We didn’t start the fire. It was always
burning since the world’s been turning.” Still, the flames are hot. The final discussion
is “It’s not easy being Green”: Kermit the Frog; Environment: Revelation 22:1-2
++++

Friends of First Music Annual Campaign – Our fundraising campaign for the 20212022 First Music Concert Series season is underway. Since the inception of the
“Friends” our goal is to have all artist, program and running costs for the Series
underwritten by these sponsors, so that ALL concert programs may be Free and
Open to the Public. Please consider making a donation to the FRIENDS OF FIRST
MUSIC. Simply send a check to the church office in your desired amount made out
to FIRST MUSIC CONCERT SERIES with “Friends” in the Memo line! Thank you in
advance for your generosity in Bringing the Joy of Music to the Gate City.
Giving Levels: Friends ($1-$99) Patrons ($100-$249) Subscribers ($250$499) Sponsors ($500-$999) Benefactors ($1,000 +)
Name to be included in the season program booklet.
Contact any of the Music Committee members with questions:
Eric Ruthenberg (Chair), Cyndy Carlson, Ellie Freeman, Heather Hochuli, Linda
Marquis, David Hotham, Eric Myers, Joseph Olefirowicz (ex officio), Jennifer
Summers.
++++

Daylight Saving Time ends on November 7. Remember to “fall back” on Saturday
night!

Gratefulness Tree - In-Reach is offering their annual Gratefulness Tree for the
month of November. You will find a basket of leaves at the welcome center. Write
something for which you are grateful and drop it in the basket at the Welcome Center,
and they will be hung on the tree for folks to see each week.
++++

The Nashua Community Music School extends a warm invitation to the members
of First Church to "Meet the Music School" on Sunday, November 21st following the
10am service. Live music by our faculty jazz trio and light refreshments will set the
stage for small group tours and a casual meet and greet with the staff. See how the
former Title I preschool has transformed into a bright, inspiring space where people
can come together to make beautiful music. All ages are welcome!
++++

Thanksgiving Baskets and White Dove Christmas Programs - Carol Butler is
leading these very important outreach programs, but Covid has caused her to think
“outside the box” again this year. There will be no sign-ups following church services.
Anyone who is interested in participating in either of these programs can contact
Carol, directly. See the church directory or call the church office for her contact
information. This will give her an idea as to the number of families the program can
accommodate. We will be doing gift cards for both programs as we did last year. As
time goes on, those taking part will receive further information and deadline dates.
++++

Holiday Fair Items for Sale - If you didn’t get a chance to shop at the fair this year,
you will have another opportunity to do so next Sunday, November 7. There will be
some fair items out for sale in the Ladies’ Parlor. Stop by after the services.
Thus far fair proceeds are over $9,000 including the auction proceeds. Many thanks
to Rebecca Small for leading the entire auction online and to all of the crafters,
bakers, volunteers and shoppers who helped make this year’s fair so successful.
All proceeds are going to the Dominican Republic Mission trip in February, 2022.
Ask Rev. Andy why this is so needed and appreciated in that area of the country.
++++

Wednesday Morning Men’s Study meets at 8:00 AM in Fellowship Hall. This
season we continue with reflections and discussions on Psalms, Proverbs and
Ecclesiastes.
++++

Bible, Friends and Coffee meets on Mondays, at 9:30 AM in Fellowship Hall. This
year we are going to wrap our hearts and minds around what we are to believe today
as Christians in 2021.
++++

Yarn Available – There is some yarn, suitable for mittens and other items, in a
marked basket in the welcome center area. Please help yourselves.

Make a joyful noise! We have openings for new choir members in all choirs. Please
consider making a joyful noise and contact the Music Office for more information
about membership in one of our many choirs.
++++

Pulpit Flowers – If you would like to provide fresh flowers for the pulpit on Sunday
morning, sign up on the chart located on the window sill near the welcome center or
contact Sue in the church office to see what dates are available.
++++

Aspects of Christianity - In an effort to further feed the Spirit that is within each of
us, First Church is making available small brochures that one may take home and
keep. Each mini-brochure is based on one particular area of Christian concern, and
consists of scripture and other helpful quotes on that topic. There are 34 different
topics that are presented in this way. You will find these brochures displayed a few
at a time on the windowsill opposite the Welcome Center. Please feel free to take
one of the brochures, and an information sheet about the project. Each brochure has
a black and white drawing that you may color if you like.
++++

The First Church Thrift Shop is open on Thursdays, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM. They are
accepting donations of FALL & WINTER CLOTHING. Items needed: Boys’ and girls’
clothing up to size 14, baby clothes, women’s clothing (all sizes), costume jewelry,
pocket books and accessories, small knickknacks. Leave donations - clean and in
good repair - in the marked bin in the courtyard lobby. Contact Gale Cummings, Beth
Bartlett or the church office with any questions.
++++

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Please see the display of handmade prayer shawls near
the Welcome Center. Crafted by the loving hands and hearts of parishioners, this
ministry strives to bring comfort and healing to those in need and to those celebrating.
Upon completion of each shawl, a final blessing is said before being sent to the
individual. Prayer shawls bless recipients by knowing they are wrapped in loving
prayers of healing and celebration from their fellow parishioners. This vital ministry
is looking for more knitters. For more information, speak with Karen Bianchi, Kay
Potfora, or Rev. Jami.
++++

Sign up to receive First Church e-News to stay in touch with what’s happening at
First Church. Contact Dianne at dsmigliani@tfcucc.org and she will add you to the
list.
++++

Submit Prayer Concerns Online - Find the ‘prayer request’ button on the worship
page for any prayer concerns you would like to share with Rev. Jami. You may also
submit a confidential prayer by calling the church office.
++++

Choirs in Worship Next Week
Sunday, November 7, 2021
8:30 & 10:00 Chancel Choir

This Week at First Church

SUN OCT 31

8:30am
9:15am
10:00am
11:20am
11:30am

In-Person Worship
Chapel Chimers, Shaw Chapel
In-Person Worship & Livestream, Radio
Broadcast, Sunday School & Nursery Care
Joyful Noise, Shaw Chapel
Confirmation Class, Fireside Room
Women’s Wisdom & Spirituality, Dining Room

MON NOV 01

9:30am
6:00pm
7:00pm

Bible, Friends & Coffee, Fellowship Hall
Safe Church, Room 9
All Boards

TUE NOV 02

10:00am
1:00pm
4:00pm

Staff Meeting
Stewardship, Room 15
Victorian Handworks, Dining Room

WED NOV 03

8:00am
12:00pm
6:45pm
7:00pm

Men’s Group, Fellowship Hall
NAIC, zoom
Chancel Choir, Sanctuary
Discussion Series, Dining Room

THU NOV 04

2:00pm
7:00pm

FRI NOV 05

10:00am
12:15pm
2:00pm
4:00pm

Organ practice, Sanctuary
First Fridays at First, Sanctuary
Hunt Community Service
Women’s Association, Parlor

SAT NOV 06

10:00am
11:00am
12:30pm

Organ practice, Sanctuary
Sisters in Sobriety, Dining Room
High School Organ Tour, Sanctuary

Organ practice, Sanctuary
Decibells, Balcom Room

THE FIRST CHURCH
STAFF
Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org
Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Andrew Gilman, agilman@tfcucc.org
Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org
Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org
Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org
Sexton, Steve Buck, sbuck@tfcucc.org
Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans

WELCOME
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who
are visiting or worshiping here for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or
fill out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate
or hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship,
in Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church
please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and
committees.

INFORMATION
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day
Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the
tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United
Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and
seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the
church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in
November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month
and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every
member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.

PASTORAL CARE
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow,
and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized.
COMMUNICATIONS
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that
we may keep our records current.
All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for
the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.
All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary.

THE FIRST CHURCH
NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-noon & 1:00-4:00pm
Visit our web site at tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook
Give online. Scan the QR code to view
one of the giving options available.

