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First Church Messenger 

First Church was gathered in 1685 October 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friends,  
Recently, The Prudential Committee held an off-site 
retreat to reflect on our work together through these 
challenging times and to prepare for what’s next in 
our ministry together.  In preparation for the experi-
ence, we read “Who Moved My Cheese” by Dr. 
Spencer Johnson.  Many of our team members had 
encountered the book in work place seminars.  It’s a 
modern parable.  
 

In this story, four characters live in a maze: two mice, 
named Sniff and Scurry, and two little people, named 
Hem and Haw.  As they travel the maze looking for 
cheese, it becomes clear that their journey isn’t just to 
find food – it’s a quest to better understand human 
nature.  Fact is we all respond differently to changing 
circumstances.  Some us “Sniff” coming change 
while others of us swing into action—or “Scurry” in 
response.  Others of us “Hem” in denial that change 
is taking place at all and others “Haw” in resistance 
to it.  
 

We named what was “The Cheese” in our own lives 
and how we react when it’s moved.  Later, we named 
what was “The Cheese” in the life of First Church 
and how we collectively respond.  That said, we then 
reached beyond the parable and reflected on the 
promises of God.  We testified to God’s promise to 
be with us as comfort and strength in the changing 
circumstances of our lives.  So much so that in retro-
spect there have been many grace-filled moments for 
us when we saw that God was in fact working to 
bring about changes in our lives we could never have 
anticipated or would have agreed to.   
 

We left uplifted and encouraged to face another sea-
son of challenges.  In all the circumstances of our 
lives and our ministry, God is with us.  We are not 
alone.  Thanks be to God.   
 

Grace and Peace, 
Rev. Andy 
 

 

An Update from the  
Safe Church Committee 

 
The datestone engraving by the front door leading to the 
sanctuary states 1893-94, the year our beautiful church was 
built.  The word “Sanctuary” means a sacred place, set apart 
from the ordinary world; it is a place of refuge or safety. 
 

Safe Church Committee 
The Safe Church Committee was created about 25 years ago 
and has been active in the church since.  It originally was 
established by Pat Harris and the Christian Education Board 
to conduct background checks for Sunday School teachers.  
For several years on Sunday mornings, Sunday School doors 
have been locked to the outside; crash bars allow for exit 
anytime.  The Safe Church Committee is now comprised of 
Board and Committee members from the Church, and the 
committee’s prime focus is to ensure the safety and security 
of the church community.  Safe Church discusses all issues 
pertaining to church safety at monthly meetings. 
 

Security Measures 
Security has become a very important part of our lives, and 
First Church is no different.  In the last five years, tragic vio-
lence in churches and synagogues has touched the lives of far 
too many people – even in close-by Pelham, New Hamp-
shire.  As a result, the Safe Church Committee began to con-
sider how to keep the congregation safe under as many sce-
narios as possible.  Even though possibilities are remote - to 
hopefully non-existent, not to address these matters would be 
to put our heads in the sand.  It is not something to dwell on 
or to worry about, but after attending some church safety 
workshops, members of the committee have taken appropri-
ate measures to provide enhanced security for the church 
community. 
 

About 18 months ago, the committee asked the Nashua Po-
lice Department to conduct a walk through on Sunday morn-
ing to recommend steps we could take to improve security.  
Among the actions taken were to: 
1. Install panic buttons with direct links to the police depart-
ment; 
2. Limit access to the sanctuary and to the Sunday School – 
the church has many doors; 
3. Lock all doors 15 minutes after Sunday services begin 
(doors can be used to exit at any time); 
4. Continue to use the Courtyard and Link doors for the fore-
seeable future; 
5. Update Sunday School evacuation procedures; 
 

                             Continued on page 5 - Safe Church 
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All Boards meet on Monday, October  
4 at 7:00 PM. 
 

Baptism - Any adult desir ing to be 
baptized or to have their child baptized is 
asked to call the church office to sched-
ule an appointment with one of the pas-
tors. 
 

Hospitalizations - If you or  a family 
member is hospitalized, please contact 
the church office. 
 

Help Keep our  Records Current. If 
you have a change of name, address, 
phone number or email address please let 
the church office know.  
 

Membership - For information about 
becoming a member of our faith commu-
nity,  please call the church office. 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is looking 
for new members.  Contact Karen 
Bianchi for more information about be-
coming involved with this important 
ministry. 
 

Sign up for the weekly e-News by con-
tacting Dianne Smigliani. 
 

Sign up for the newsletter online.  If 
you wish to go paperless, please notify 
Sue Englander to have your name re-
moved from the mailing list.  
 

Visit our website at: www.tfcucc.org to 
view all the activities and events going 
on at First Church.   

 

 

 

 

Sympathy is extended to:  Rafael 
Skinner on the death of his brother, 
Enrique on August 26; the family 
and friends of Art Watterson who 
passed away on September 2.  

 

 

 

 

October 2021 
10/07    Lois Ayer 
10/08    Pat Lamont 
10/11    Sylvia Balcom 
10/13    Fred McManus 
10/14    Barbara Stone 
10/15    Curt Potter 
10/16    Jack Atkinson 
10/19    Jane Fulton 
10/24    Rick Weber 
10/24    Jean Carlson 
10/28    Mary-Ellen Reed 
10/28    Donald Shippey 
10/30    Lyn Micklovich 
10/31    Roland Petersen   

News from In-Reach 
 

In-Reach is looking for some more 
members!  If you like to socialize 
and are motivated to help us create 
some fun ways to help our church 
family begin to be in fellowship 
again, contact Sue Haas. 
 

The second of our two fall new 
member orientations will be held on 
October 2 in room 10 in the Walker 
Building.  “Joining Sunday” will be 
October 17.  Please call the church 
office if you are interested in coming 
to the orientation and possibly join-
ing our church family.   
 

In late October In-Reach will be set-
ting up our gratefulness tree.  There 
will be leaves available for you to 
use to write something you are grate-
ful for.  Leave them in the basket 
provided and we will hang them on 
our tree.  Be sure to stop by and help 
fill our tree with your gratitude and 
thankfulness!! 
 

If you do not have your picture in 
the church directory PLEASE pick 
up an instruction sheet at the wel-
come center or contact the church 
office.  We work hard to try to keep 
our directory current and need your 
support to help with this.  If you still 
have any questions, please call the 
church office or Lee Hauenstein. 

 

Adult Winter Retreat 
Marie Joseph Spiritual Center 

Biddeford Pool, Maine 
January 21 – January 23, 2022 

 

Rev. Andy Armstrong will lead the 
retreat with a theme around simplici-
ty and sabbatical. 
 

This retreat is the perfect time for 
reflection, relaxation, prayer, wor-
ship, and fellowship.  The cost for 
the weekend is $240.00 per person, 
and includes lodging for 2 nights 
and 5 meals.   
 

A non-refundable deposit of $120.00 
per person is due by October 15, 
2021 with the balance due by Janu-
ary 7, 2022.  Scholarships are availa-
ble.  To register, sign up at the Wel-
come Center, contact Sue Englander, 
or stop by the church office.  

Friday Night at the  
Movies - October 29 

Our latest movie night tells the story 
of a youngster who may, or may not, 
be the reincarnation of a teacher. 
While his American parents try to 
deal with this possibility, which is 
explained to them by visiting monks 
from Tibet, the movie intercuts its 
modern story with a retelling of the 
life of Prince Siddhartha, who grew 
up to become the Buddha. 
 

Come join Rev. Jami on Friday Oc-
tober 29 for our first-in-a-year Movie 
Night.  There will be plenty of pop-
corn and drinks and you are most 
welcome to bring a dessert to share.  
Please bring your mask and your 
curiosity about the religion of Bud-
dhism.  It’s sure to be a fun, educa-
tional, and entertaining evening.  See 
you there!   

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE:   

 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 11.   
 

PLEASE SEND ITEMS TO SUE 
ENGLANDER. THANK  YOU. 
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Stewards of Our Hands, Hearts, and Gifts 
“HEARTS” 

 

Stewardship Reflection 
By 

Kathleen McIntyre 
 

The Shakers are remembered for their saying of “Hands to Work Hearts to 
God.”  Last month, the stewardship reflection highlighted the working hands 
of the First Church congregation. This month,  
the focus is on “Hearts.” 
 
The heart in human anatomy is defined as “a muscu-
lar organ about the size of a fist, located just behind 
and slightly left of the breastbone. The heart pumps 
blood through the network of arteries and veins 
called the cardiovascular system.” Why then has this 
very important, life giving human organ come to be 
associated and symbolized with so many emotional 
and spiritual connections?  
 
During the pandemic, we witnessed many examples of sacrificial gifts from 
the heart. The gifts ranged from tireless medical care given at risk from nurs-
es, doctors, and other healthcare providers to volunteers preparing and serv-
ing meals to workers and families, to assistance at vaccine clinics, to food 
drives, and to heartfelt gifts that were never publicly witnessed or recog-
nized, but made a significant difference in unimaginably difficult times.  
 
The simple symbol of a heart is a favorite design that is seen on posters, bill-
boards, and tattoos.  Without words, this graphic that is often drawn by chil-
dren and lovers, sends special messages of love, caring, and affection.  
In Biblical times, the heart was considered the seat of life and strength. It 
meant mind, soul, and spirit, and was the center of emotions. Many Bible  
verses that include “heart” are quite familiar.  
 
Deuteronomy 4:29 “But from there you will seek the Lord your God, and 
you will find him, if you search after him with all your heart and with all 
your soul.” These words of Moses were given to remind the Israelites to 
leave idolatry behind and seek God with all of their heart. 
 
Psalms 24: 4 “He who has clean hands and a pure heart.” In this Psalm of 
David, clean hands refer to our actions and pure heart refers to our inner 
spirit. 
 
Matthew 5:8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” This 
verse comes from the Beatitudes and in this familiar passage, Jesus is re-
minding us of our blessings. Following in verse 12, Jesus gives us cause to 
rejoice and to be exceedingly glad. 
 
My favorite of the “heart” verses is John 14:1 “Let not your hearts be trou-
bled; believe in God, believe also in me.” In this passage, Jesus spoke of our 
heart as the place to find peace and tranquility as we believe and trust in 
Him. Even in the most difficult of times, He is always with us. 
 
As faithful stewards of our time, talents, and finances, we are turning our 
hearts over to Christ. We are allowing our stewardship to be a witness of our 
love and faithfulness to Christ.  

 

Men’s Retreat:  
The Hero’s Journey 

 

The Wednesday Morning Men’s 
Group is hosting a retreat to be 
held at Rolling Ridge Retreat Cen-
ter in Andover, MA. from Sunday, 
November 7 through Tuesday No-
vember 9, 2021. All men are wel-
comed to join us. The retreat be-
gins with dinner on Sunday at 6 
PM and concludes after lunch on 
the 9th.  
 

Our time together will include con-
versation around “Heroic Leader-
ship” written by Chris Lowney. 
While the book is now required 
reading at leading business schools, 
all US Service Academies, and the 
War College, it’s relevant and in-
spiring for everyone who wants to 
deepen their walk with God. Low-
ney presents the truth that self-
awareness, ingenuity, and love are 
at the root of heroism, leadership 
and the Christian life. There will be 
plenty of time to walk the grounds, 
read, and relax.  
 

The cost for Twin rooms is $290 
which is all inclusive. Payment is 
due ASAP. Please indicate your  
attendance at The Welcome Center 
and make checks payable to First 
Church. Please direct your ques-
tions to Rev. Andy.  

Lil Green Farm  
Stand Update 

 

Thank you to all who donated pro-
duce to the Lil Green Farm Stands 
so generously over the summer. 
Your donations offered a wealth of 
nutritious vegetables to many fami-
lies in need and they are extremely 
grateful for the healthy options of-
fered so close to their homes. The 
last day of operation for the Lil 
Green Farm Stand will be Sunday, 
October 10th. 
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“We didn’t start the Fire” Study Series with Rev. Andy 

Billy Joel is right: “We didn’t start the fire. It was always burning since the world’s been turning.”  Still, the flames 
are hot.  In this series, Rev. Andy will look at the burning issues of the day with God’s help, scripture, music, culture 
and your participation in Christian love.  Below are the dates along with themes; guiding song and Scripture.  All 
studies will take place on Wednesdays in the dining room from 7:00-8:30 PM.  A hybrid option is TBD. 

 

 

   

September 29 “We Didn’t Start the Fire” Billy Joel Overview: Ephesians 6:1-10 

October 6 “We’re on the Road to Nowhere” Talking Heads  Politics: Psalm 146:3-5 

October 13 “Money” Pink Floyd Economy: Luke 12:13-21 

October 20 “Love is a Stranger” Eurythmics  Sex and Family: Genesis 2:18-25 

October 27 “Losing My Religion” R.E.M Religion: Genesis 4: 1-11 

November 3 “It’s not easy being Green” Kermit the Frog Environment: Revelation 22:1-2 

 

First Church Offers Mission Opportunity 
 

 First Church will be participating in an 
international mission opportunity to the 
Dominican Republic on February 26 
through March 6, 2022.  Adults and youth 
(16 unaccompanied or 15 accompanied by 
parent/guardian) are invited to share their 
talents to meet many needs of Haitian and 
Dominican poor centered in La Romana. 
Whatever skill you bring will be put to 
use. For example: 

 

 If you have medical skills you can serve local clinics that minister to  
sugar cane workers. 

 If you have construction skills you can help build the Good Samaritan 
Hospital. 

 If you have computer skills you can assist hospital administrators. 
 If you have teaching skills you can participate in an array of educational  
 activities. 
 If you love children, you can participate in Vacation Bible School. 

 

  Rev. Andy will be leading the trip. The deadline to make your commitment 
to join us is October 3. In the meantime, feel free to contact him with 
your many questions and go to https://centralmalaromana.org/ to learn more 
and view pictures of previous missions. 

 

 

 

Crop Walk 2021 - Sunday, October 24 

This year’s Nashua Crop Hunger Walk plans call for an in-person event with 
numerous COVID precautions. Last year Nashua was ranked 12th in the na-
tion for fund raising, so we hope to have another banner year for participa-
tion. Please contact Jay Darrin or the church office if you’d like to help with 
recruiting or would like materials to gather pledges for your walk. 

 

To all my church friends 
and family, 
 

I am grateful for the pray-
ers and notes and love you 
shared with us during this 
time of our life. 
 

Thank you, 
Beve Tucker 

First Church Family, 
 

Thank you for all the cards 
and kind messages of sym-
pathy. They provided us 
with comfort and support 
on the passing of my mom. 
 

God’s Blessing, 
Jan and Jeff and family 
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Join the Women’s  
Association for 

a Fall Outing 
 

The Women’s Association, of which 
all women of the church are mem-
bers, have planned a trip to the Li-
tchfield Lobster Boat restaurant for 
Saturday, October 16.  We will all 
meet at the church at 10:45 AM, and 
proceed by carpool of vaccinated 
people to the restaurant.  We will 
visit nearby Sunnycrest Farm on the 
way back to Nashua.  The Lobster 
Boat has an outdoor eating area 
AND a heated covered porch area 
for dining.  This is a welcomed op-
portunity to have fun and break 
bread together. Sign up at the wel-
come center or contact Bea Dillaby. 

Bible, Friends, and  
Coffee Update 

Bible, Friends and Coffee is off to 
an energetic beginning. We meet on 
Mondays from 9:30 to 11:00 AM in 
Fellowship Hall. This year we are 
going to wrap our hearts and minds 
around what we are to believe today 
as Christians in 2021. Given there 
are more than 28,000 denominations 
in the world today and independent 
Mega-Churches with a powerful 
online presence, it’s always good to 
remind ourselves what we hold to be 
true. Our guide will be the PCUSA 
Catechism. This is one of the most 
biblically grounded, insightful and 
understandable catechisms in use 
today. Like most catechisms, it 
helps us explore the three traditional 
pillars of Christian Faith: The Ten 
Commandments, The Apostle’s 
Creed and The Lord’s Prayer.   As 
members of the United Church of 
Christ, we are heirs to the Reformed 
Tradition. This catechism is a gift 
we can borrow from our cousins, 
The Presbyterians, The Reformed 
Church and The ELCA. This study 
is open to anyone with a desire to 
learn and grow in faith, prayer and 
fellowship.     

Thanksgiving Baskets 
and  

White Dove Programs  
 

As she has done for many years, 
Carol Butler will lead these very 
important outreach programs.  
Covid has caused her to think 
“outside the box” again for at least 
one more year. 
 

She will not hold sign-ups following 
church services.  Anyone who is 
interested in participating in either 
the Thanksgiving Basket program or 
the White Dove/Silver Dove pro-
gram, or both, should contact Carol. 
Her contact information is in the 
church directory or you may call the 
church office. This will give her an 
idea as to how many families the 
program can take on. We will be 
doing gift cards for both programs 
as we did last year. 
 

As time goes on, those taking part 
will receive further information and 
deadline dates. 

Safe Church – Continued from page 1 
 

6. Publish a brochure for the con-
gregation entitled “Safety and  
Security at The First Church”.  It is 
available in the Welcome Center 
and in the backs of the pews; 
7. Apply for and subsequently re-
ceive a $50,000 Non-Profit Securi-
ty grant from the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security to provide 
programmable locking doors and a 
video monitoring system.  Doors 
can be locked/unlocked from the 
office or set on timers.  The video 
cameras show all exterior sides of 
the church and the sanctuary.   
 

Covid Response 
And of course, the Covid-19 Pan-
demic came at all of us, and the 
Committee made certain recom-
mendations based on fact and sta-
tistical analysis – as conditions are 
always changing.  Through it all, 
First Church never missed a Sun-
day service, and ministries contin-
ued.  With a tremendously fast 
response from the newly formed 
AV Committee, we first provided 
services on YouTube and then in 
the courtyard last summer.  We 
continue to provide services on 
YouTube, on the radio, and in 
person at church.  And now, we 
are back to two services on Sun-
day!  
 

Covid precautions were recom-
mended as the virus spread, and 
Safe Church has done so again 
with the surging Delta Variant.  
Our intent is to keep the congre-
gation as safe as possible, so 
measures may change again in the 
future. 
 

Once again, on Sunday mornings 
we center ourselves in our beauti-
ful sanctuary listening to the word 
of God.  Our sacred space pro-
vides safety and refuge from the 
world, and allows us to connect 
with each other and to worship 
God through the inspired vision of 
the architect who brought the 
word “Sanctuary” to life over 125 
years ago.  

Come study the Bible with Wom-
en’s Wisdom and Spirituality.   
The study runs September to June 
on one or two Sundays a month at 
11:30 AM in the dining room.  
We’ll learn from conservative femi-
nist biblical scholar Jen Wilkin who 
approaches the study of God’s Word 
according to women’s particular 
needs and desires.  Sprinkled in this 
study of Wilkin’s perspective Rev. 
Jami will lead teachings and discus-
sions about various women from the 
Bible like Deborah the prophet and 
judge in the Old Testament and 
Priscilla in the New Testament.  One 
thing is certain, there’ll be LOTS to 
talk about!  See you there. 
 

Fall Dates:  October 10 & 31 
November 4 & 28 
December 12 
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Aging with Intention and Grace 
 

What do Thomas Moore, Miranda Esmonde-White, and the CDC have in common?  Each are working to 
teach people how to better care for themselves as they age.  Former monk and writer of popular spiritual 
books, Thomas Moore (who happens to live in Peterborough, NH), convinces us that we age best when we 
embrace our age, live agelessly, and remember every day to find the endless joy nestled inside our soul.  
Seventy-two-year-old Miranda Esmonde-White is a former ballerina and author of several books on aging 
and health and fitness. Miranda may be best known to you as the creator of the long running PBS fitness 
TV show, Classical Stretch.  And the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is actively work-
ing to get communities “Alzheimer’s Ready” as a way to promote health and well-being to us as we age.  
They are also, and critically so, making needed changes in nation-wide policies, systems, and environ-
ments.  There’s a lot to learn about aging, something I would like to explore with you this coming church 
year as your Minister of Congregational Care.  As my husband Jonathan (who is 14 years older than I am) 
likes to retort when I comment on his aging; “Coming to a theatre near you, Jami.”  Gulp! 
 
This coming church year I would like to focus my efforts in congregational care on learning more about 
the process of aging and how we, as a church family, can prepare ourselves to be more proactive and wiser 
about it.  I’ve planted a seed with some church elders, making arrangements to brainstorm about subjects 
on aging that might be best for us to start with.  Also, Jocelyn Henning has valuable insights about Alzhei-
mer’s that she wants to share with our congregation.  So please put on your thinking caps about this subject 
matter and, more importantly, pray about it.  Then, call me, email me, catch me after  a worship ser-
vice or committee meeting and tell me what you would like to learn more about.  I am reminded of Darrell 
Spencer and his tireless efforts to teach congregants how to navigate the complexities of Social Security 
and similar institutions.  It truly takes a village. 
 
Here are some scripture readings to celebrate our aging process: Deut. 34:7 Moses was 120 years old 
when he died, yet his eyesight was clear, and he was strong as ever.  Isaiah 46:4 And I will still be carry-
ing you when you are old. Your hair will turn gray, and I will still carry you. I made you, and I will carry 
you to safety.  Job 12:12 Wisdom belongs to the aged, and understanding to the old.  Proverbs 20:29 The 
glory of the young is their strength; the gray hair of experience is the splendor of the old.  Psalm 92:12-14  
The godly will flourish like palm trees and grow strong like the cedars of Lebanon. For they are trans-
planted to the LORD’s own house. They flourish in the courts of our God. Even in old age they will still 
produce fruit; they will remain vital and green. They will declare, “The LORD is just! He is my rock! 
There is no evil in him!”.   
 
God bless you and remember the profound wisdom of Jimmy Buffet; “Wrinkles will only go where the 
smiles have been!”    
 
Peace, peace, 
Rev. Jami 
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News from Prudential  
 

Safe Church has put out a brochure 
for our convenience outlining the 
policies that will serve us best in a 
time of crisis.  They have done 
yeomen’s work on our behalf and 
the information it contains can not 
only apply while we are in church 
but also will be helpful in our eve-
ryday lives.  Be sure to pick one up 
and give it a thorough reading. 
 

For our protection a new lock sys-
tem and 8 video cameras have been 
installed.  Have you found all of 
the cameras?  One of them helps 
keep watch on the sanctuary so be 
sure to smile during services! 
 

Do you miss the Sunday morning 
tower chimes calling you to wor-
ship?  Fear not, it is only temporary 
while some work is being done to 
the inside of the tower.  You per-
haps have heard about the closing 
of St. Anthony of Padua in Man-
chester because its tower is in dan-
ger of collapsing into the building.  
With the work that is and will be 
done here, ours should stand as a 
beacon of faith in the city of 
Nashua for many years to come.  
Check out the project display board 
near the Welcome Center to see the 
progress being made. 
 

The 3rd Annual First Church Golf 
Tournament was held on Wednes-
day, September 22 at Overlook 
Golf Course in Hollis.  See the re-
lated article to the right.  

3rd Annual First Church Golf  
Tournament Another Success 

 

The 3rd Annual First Church Golf Tournament was a great success.  Of 
course there were trophies awarded but the true winners are the agencies 
that will benefit from our proceeds.  Over $5,500 was raised for the benefit 
of the following: Family Promise of Southern NH, Stepping Stones and The 
Front Door Agency.  
 

There were 56 golfers participating and 25 sponsors.  The Winning Team 
was Sean Gagnon, Derek Lavigne, Brian Murphy and Arnie Silva. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Winning Closest to the Pin was Arnie Silva and Closest to the Line (actually, 
on the line) was Dave Almeda. Congratulations to all the trophy winners. 
 

Thank you to all our sponsors (listed below) and to the members who gifted 
us their time and talents to organize the event.  Organizers and volunteers 
were Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein, Mike Winton, Margaret Brenner, Andy 
Armstrong, Peter Chaloner, Dianne Smigliani, Chris Guild, Diane Matthes, 
Karen Menchion, Roy Rumbaugh, and Ken Heider. 

 
 
 Gold Sponsors 
 Gagnon Electric 
 Viking Roofing 
 

 Silver Sponsors 
 Broad Street Planning 
 Doug & Margaret Brenner 
 Davis Funeral Home 
 Joe & Marybeth Glajch 
 Specialty Kitchens 
 The First Church Outreach 
 

 
Wednesday Morning 

Men’s Group 
 

Men’s study continues on Wednes-
days from 8:00-9:00 AM in Fel-
lowship Hall.  This season we con-
tinue to reflect upon and discuss 
The Psalms, Proverbs and  
Ecclesiastes.   
 
 

Coffee, tea and pastries accompany 
our weekly conversations.  Feel 
free to check us out.  Each lesson 
stands alone; no need to attend eve-
ry meeting to participate.  

Corporate Sponsors 
Eaten & Berube Insurance 
Center for Pysical Therapy & Exercise 
Peter & Jeanne Chaloner 
G & H (Gottsman & Hollis Attorneys at Law) 
Great North Property Management 
The Hauenstein Family 
Ripano Stoneworks 
Smith Weiss Kitchens 
Whitney Law Offices  
 

Hole Sponsors 
The First Church Board of Deacons 
C & M Associates 
Gale & Mike Cummings 
In Memory of Noah Grainger 
Maffee Family 
Nashua Wallpaper Co./ACE Hardware 
Robert C Smith Plumbing & Heating 
UBS Financial – Walter D. Razzaboni, Jr. 
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October Blessings First Church, 
 

Sunday School bustles with activi-
ty Sunday mornings and it is a 
delight to hear the pitter-patter of 
little feet in the hallway of the 
Walker Building. 
 

We are grateful to all the volun-
teers who stepped up to make Ral-
ly Day happen and to all those 
who came and ate and shared in 
food, fellowship and music in the 
courtyard and beyond.  Word in 
the Pat Harris Christian Formation 
office is that you all showed up 
early, stayed late and delighted in 
“doing the do” with all “hands-on-
deck”. 
 

That’s the word for now folks. 
 

Peace and Grace, 

LeeAnne Steenhoek 
Director of Christian Formation 

Apple Crisp Sales a Success! 

On September 26, MAD tantalized your senses with apple crisp in the ovens 
raising money for End 68 Hours of Hunger and Rev. Andy’s medical mission 
in The Dominican Republic offering stewardship to our neighbors in Nashua 

and the world in a simple PIEous act.  It’s with 
great strength and humility that our young people 
make a difference. 
 

Thank you to those of you who purchased apple 
crisp.  Sales were very successful and to date, we 
raised over $718.00.  
 

New Addresses for Students  
away at College or in the Military 

 

Parents and guardians, send your student’s 
college addresses to LeeAnne by October 17 
to be sure they receive a Halloween package.   
Send addresses to lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org.   

  
 

Confirmation 
The Confirmation Retreat 
for Confirmands and Men-
tors (2021 & 2022) is Octo-
ber 1, 2 & 3 at Horton Cen-
ter.  
CROPWALK is Sunday 
October 24 for Confirmands 
and Mentors.  
On October 31, Confirm-
ands learn about (and re-
ceive) the Bible. 

 

Make A Difference (aka MAD) 
 

The group makes their renowned  meatloaf on 
Sunday, October 10 
The class receives Communion training on 
Sunday October 17.  
On October 24th MAD assembles Halloween 
packages. 
MAD worships in the Sanctuary October 31. 

Bible Sunday 
 

Grades 3 & 4 will come forward to 
receive their Bibles on Reformation 
Sunday, October 31.  Fourth graders 
who did receive Bibles last fall can 
consider them a blessing from unu-
sual times.  A Bible with a cloth 
cover and rainbow 
bookmark will be at 
the altar for you. 

  Off to pick apples! 

 A couple of satisfied customers 

  Ready for the topping  

   Confirmands taking part in the Water Walk  

mailto:lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
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TRANSITIONS IN THE 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

 

We thank DENISE BUCK for her 
years of service as director of our 
youngest charges in the Music Minis-
try, the CHAPEL CHIMERS. Her 
years of service always helped our 
children bring their vibrant energy 
and voices to many a Sunday morn-
ing worship, family Christmas Eve 
service, and Children’s Day.  We 
wish Denise all the best and thank 
her for her time serving the Music at 
First ministry. 
 

We introduce JASON IANNUZZI as 
our new Staff Singer Bass, who start-
ed singing with the Chancel Choir on 
Rally Sunday. Welcome, Jason! (We 
are still searching for our new Staff 
Singer Tenor….) 
 

Transitions within the JOYFUL 
NOISE leadership allowed a 
chance to re-think the scheduling for 
that particular ensemble, and after 
some discernment, moving the choir 
back to Sunday AM. After its long 
years of a Tuesday PM format, this 
seemed like the right time for a 
change to encourage more participa-
tion. So a new concept emerged, spe-
cifically to benefit our children’s mu-
sic ministries: 
 

On Rally Sunday, we introduced RE-
BECCA CRIVELLO as the new 
director of both the Chapel Chimers 
and Joyful Noise choirs. Rebecca 
sends the following message to the 
congregation, parents, and children 
of The First Church: 
 

“…My name is Becca Crivello and 
I'm excited to announce that I will be 
the director of the children's choirs 
here at The First Church and we will 
be starting on Oct 3rd. The Chapel 
Chimers is open to grades pre-K-2, 
and meets 9:15-9:45am, and Joyful 
Noise is open to grades 3-7, meets 
11:20-12:00pm. Both choirs meet, 
masked, in the Shaw Chapel, where 
there is ample space and two air fil-
tration machines. I'm very excited to 
be joining this community and help 
lead the children's choirs. If you have 
any questions at all or want to intro-

duce yourself, please say hi on Sun-
day mornings…” 
 

Ms. Crivello was born and raised in 
Westborough, Massachusetts, and 
has been involved with choirs for 
over 15 years. Over that time, she 
has evolved into an active choral 
educator, receiving her B.M. in Mu-
sic Studies (Education) summa cum 
laude from UMass Lowell with a 
concentration in voice and a Minor 
in Italian Studies. During her time at 
UMass Lowell, she arranged and 
performed an array of a cappella mu-
sic, most notably with The 
Hawkettes, a female-identified a cap-
pella group from the university that 
she founded and directed for 4 years. 
Upon the completion of her degree 
program, she received an award for 
Who’s Who Among Students in 
American Universities and Colleges. 
 

Becca also holds her M.M. in Music 
Education from 
Boston Univer-
sity, where she 
received a De-
partmental 
Award in Music 
Education from 
the School of 
Music. Current-
ly, Ms. Crivello 
is the Choral 
Director at Hud-

son Memorial School, Hudson, New 
Hampshire, where she directs grades 
6-8 choirs, teaches General Music, 
directs the extra-curricular Swing 
Choir, and is the director of the an-
nual school musical. She is also a 
recent member of the New Hamp-
shire Master Chorale.  
 

Recently, she was the Conducting 
Intern for Cappella Clausura, a pro-
fessional choir based in Boston. Oth-
er professional ventures include her 
role as the director of The Saugus 
Sachimes, an award-winning co-ed a 
cappella group from Saugus High 
School, and involvement with the 
Sarteano Chamber Choral Conduct-
ing Workshop. 

 
 
 

FRIENDS OF FIRST  
MUSIC CAMPAIGN 

Our fundraising campaign for the 
2021-2022 First Music Concert Se-
ries season is underway. Since the 
inception of the “Friends” our goal is 
to have all artist, program and run-
ning costs for the Series underwritten 
by these sponsors, so that ALL con-
cert programs may be Free and Open 
to the Public. Please consider making 
a donation to the FRIENDS OF 
FIRST MUSIC. Simply send a check 
to the church office in your desired 
amount made out to FIRST MUSIC 
CONCERT SERIES with “Friends” 
in the Memo line! Thank you in ad-
vance for your generosity in Bringing 
the Joy of Music to the Gate City. 

 
 
 
 

October 2021 
 

Sunday October 3rd 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 8:30 & 10:00 Chancel Choir 
 

Sunday October 10 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 & 10:00 Jason Iannuzzi, bari-
tone 
 

Sunday October 17 

Twenty –first Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 First Folk 
10:00 Chancel Choir 
          First Folk 
 

Sunday October 24 
Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 Decibells 
10:00 Decibells 
         Joyful Noise 
 

Sunday October 31 
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost  

8:30 and 10:00  Chancel Choir 
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The Holiday Fair Silent Auction will be another virtual event 
this year with all bidding happening online. The bidding 
opens on October 10th and ends at 8pm on October 17th.  
https://www.32auctions.com/FirstChurchSilentAuction2  
To bid you will have to register on the website by entering 
your email address. No credit card is necessary to sign in 
or bid.  

 

Friday Night Movies Returns  
on October 29 

7:00 PM in the Dining Room 
See page 2 for all the details. 
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Adult Winter Retreat 
Marie Joseph Spiritual Center 

Biddeford Pool, Maine 
January 21 – January 23, 2022 
See page 2 for more information. 

https://tfcucc.org/
https://firstchurchnashua.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=27245a247c9cbd127ec706fdd&id=aeaa8078db&e=dfe14e5221
https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=249&image_type=cl

