THE FIRST CHURCH
________________________________________________________________________________________

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Congregational – United Church Of Christ

†
Gathered December 16, 1685
No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Morning Worship
Communion Sunday
All Saints Sunday
November 7, 2021

8:30 & 10:00 AM

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand

APPROACH TO GOD
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship.

MEDITATION

“I've learned that people will forget what you said, people
will forget what you did, but people will never forget how
you made them feel.” Maya Angelou

PRELUDE

Méditation

G. E. X. Dupont
(1878 – 1914)

INTROITUS
(10:00)

For the Brave of Every Race
CHANCEL CHOIR

J. Hintze
(1622 – 1702)

CALL TO WORSHIP
(based on Revelation 22)
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: The Spirit of God bids us, “Come.” Let everyone who hears within
their hearts “Come.” Hear the whole earth rejoice and the coastlands
sing of our God’s steadfast love.
People: We come to rejoice in the Holy One, our God. We give thanks for God
sets us free!
Leader: Let everyone who is thirsty for the Spirit “Come.” Let anyone who
wishes “Come,” and receive the water of life as a gift.
People: We come to rejoice in the Holy One, our God. We give thanks for
God’s steadfast love that brings joy to our hearts in the night, lights
our lives like the dawn, and sets us free. Amen.

*HYMN #306

For All the Saints

SINE NOMINE

*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)
Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in
heaven and on earth: Help us to see your presence burning in the hearts of
others; grant that we may be united in a fellowship of love and prayer; give us
the courage to pick up our cross and respond to the needs of the world, give us
the stamina to follow you, to be your hands and heart in the world; enable us to
witness to your grace and mercy. We pray all this through the love of your son,
Jesus Christ. Amen.
*GLORIA PATRI #513
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, A-men, A-men.

GREETINGS
WITNESSING STEWARDS
Erin Almeda, Brenda & Don Smith-Weiss
PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD
RESPONSIVE PSALM 127
(10:00)

JANET POISSON, psalmist

The Psalm will be intoned once: The Congregation sings the same Response, and
then again at the “R” indication below.

SCRIPTURE READING

Mark 12:38-44

As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes,
and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the
synagogues and places of honor at banquets! They devour widows’ houses and for
the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater
condemnation.”
He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two
small copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said
to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are
contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their abundance;
but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”
Pastor:
People:

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRATIA TIBI

Thanks Be to Thee

T. Tallis
(1505 – 1585)

(10:00)

SERMON

“The Eulogy Virtues”

Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Apostles Creed

PASTORAL PRAYER
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)
We confess, Lord Jesus, we lose our way when we forget about you. Forgive
us when we neglect your Spirit and fail to love our neighbors as you have loved
us. Bring us back to our senses and fill us with your peace. In the name of
Jesus the Christ we pray. Amen.
A time of silence for personal confession

KYRIE #545

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us

J. Merbecke
(1510 – 1585)

CONGREGATION JOINS IN SINGING

Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ have mercy upon us;
Lord, have mercy upon us.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: We open our lips and confess with our hearts. God hears our words
and make us new, sending us out to bring hope and joy to all the
world.
People: We hear the good news, we believe the good news, we will live out
the good news. Thanks be to God. Amen!
OFFERTORY

To Everything There is a Season
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

*THE DOXOLOGY #515

E. Harris
(1934 – 1996)

OLD HUNDRETH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
Holy God, we walk by faith, we live by faith, we give by faith. We follow the
example of saints who have gone before us. Thank you for each of them and
we praise you for the greatest example in Jesus. God of great gifts, you have
given us so much, accept these gifts from our hands as our faithful response to
your abundant grace in Jesus name. Amen.

ALL SAINTS REMEMBRANCE (Remembering the Communion of Saints)
Leader: We are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses.
People: Death has no dominion over them.
Leader: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord,
People: For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Leader: Naming the Saints:
Hetty Andrews
Ralph Andrews
Vera Antaya
Shirley Brickey
Davis (Skip) Bryant
Barbara Corbett
Bob Cousens
Roberta Denner
Marilyn Good Dillman
Lois Engleman
Fritz Gautschi
Blanche Godek
Barbara Hanlon
Margaret (Peggy) Hilchey
Deanne Hogan
Bess Keller
Marian Lacasse

Pastor:
People:

Anne Lathom
Fred Lyford
Mary Lou Marquis
Virginia Mae McAlister
Kathleen Messer
Tom Messer
Joyce (Joy) Mohrmann
Paige Ray George Parkinson
Brooke Wadsworth Philips
Peter Retkevicz
Arcesio Skinner
Enrique Skinner
Jim Thorp
John (Pete) Tucker
Laila Washburn
Art Watterson

Living God, we give thanks for receiving our loved ones into Your
care.
O God, keep them forever in Your arms. May they stay forever in
our hearts. Because of their living, teach us to live faithfully. Amen.
The Communion

It is a tradition at First Church that we eat the bread and drink the cup together as the
people of God renewing our covenant. We serve grape juice, bread and gluten free bread.

Invitation, Sursum Corda and Communion Prayer
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to God.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Leader:

It is right to glorify You and to give You thanks, our holy and living
God; You dwell in light inaccessible from before time and forever.
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, You made all things and
fill them with Your blessing; You created them to rejoice in the
splendor of Your radiance. With the faithful of every time and place,
we joyfully praise Your name:

SANCTUS #550

S. Wesley
(1766 – 1837)

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory:
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. A-men.

Leader:

We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus
took bread and having blessed it, He broke it and gave it to His
disciples saying, “This is My body which is broken for you. Do this in
remembrance of Me.” In the same way, Jesus also took the cup,
after supper, saying, “This cup is of the new covenant in My blood.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” By eating
of this bread and drinking this cup, we proclaim Christ’s death,
celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and await Christ's coming again.

Sharing of the Bread
Kyrie Eleison
from “Mass in G Major”

F. Schubert
(1797 – 1828)

JANET POISSON, soprano

Sharing of the Cup
Agnus Dei

F. Schubert

from “Mass in G Major”

JASON IANNUZZI, baritone

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN #311

Ten Thousand Times Ten Thousand

ALFORD

*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTUS

And When the Strife is Fierce

J. Barnby
(1838 – 1896)

(10:00)

The congregation is kindly asked to
remain seated for the POSTLUDE

POSTLUDE

Prelude and Fugue in D minor, from BWV 554

J. S. Bach
(1685 – 1750)

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS
AV TEAM CAMERA CREW: Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein,
Craig Neth, Don Smith-Weiss and Dennis Webster
HYMNS & PSALM: Pilgrim Hymnal & New Century Hymnal, CCLI#3034682
COVER ART: Image from ChurchArt.com
DEACON OF THE DAY: Jeanne Chaloner
STAFF SINGER QUARTET: Janet Poisson, soprano; Brianne Biastoff, alto;
Jason Iannuzzi, bass
************************************************************************
The flowers in the pulpit are given in loving
memory of Joy Mohrmann, from her family.
************************************************************************
HEARING AIDS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.
*************************************************************************
DVD RECORDINGS ARE MADE OF THE SERVICE AND
ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR BORROWING.
*************************************************************************
Have you remembered First Church in you will?
*************************************************************************
MASK USE IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED WHILE
INSIDE THE CHURCH BUILDINGS.

Worship Schedule
8:30 AM: In-Person Worship
10:00 AM: In-Person Worship, Livestream,
Sunday School & Nursery Care
Radio broadcast at 10:00 AM on WSMN AM 1590 & FM 95.3

Christian Formation Corner
Today is the 24th Sunday after Pentecost and the liturgical color is green.
Christian Formation thrives on the volunteer support of our Board, teachers,
assistants and nursery care workers.
The Lord is good. His faithful love continues forever. It will last for all time to come.
Psalm 100:5
NURSERY CARE
The church nursery opens at 9:45 AM to care for children (infants through age 2)
during the 10:00 AM worship service. Nursery coordinators are on hand to greet
parents and explain the procedure for checking in and picking up your child.
SUNDAY SCHOOL
 Students, Teachers and Assistants meet in Shaw Chapel to worship and
prepare for our Christmas Pageant on December 12.
 Preschool, K and grades 1 & 2 are continuing to learn about Joseph.
 Grades 3 & 4 are learning about their Bibles and stewardship.
 Grades 5 & 6 are learning about their Bibles and stewardship.
 MAD Make a Difference teens are receiving postcards of gratitude from our
college young people for their Halloween Candy and learning about
stewardship.
SUNDAY SCHOOL DATES
 Confirmation Luncheon with Mentors providing the lunch is today. Mentors and
Confirmands begin The Interview and Rev. Andy Armstrong is teaching on the
Sacraments.
 Confirmation Projects are due to Pat Harris and Fred Daniels no later than
November 11 for Confirmands desiring feedback.
 Confirmation Class on November 21 is on Creator God taught by Rev. Andy
Armstrong. Confirmands are to bring something they’ve made to class as well
as their Project Proposals.
 Confirmation Class on December 5 is a Mentor’s Luncheon with Mentors
providing lunch. The lesson is on the Birth of Jesus and is taught by Pat Harris.
 Christmas Pageant is December 12 during the 10:00 worship service.
FIRST CHURCH CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
Director: Steve Blunt
Musical Director: Rebecca Crivello
Costume Director: Karen Hayden

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current
Coffee Hour resumes today, following the 10:00 worship service, in
Fellowship Hall.
++++

Holiday Fair items are on sale today, following the worship services in the
Ladies’ Parlor.
Thus far fair proceeds are over $9,000 including the auction proceeds. Many
thanks to Rebecca Small for leading the entire auction online and to all of the
crafters, bakers, volunteers and shoppers who helped make this year’s fair so
successful.
All proceeds are going to the Dominican Republic Mission trip in February,
2022. Ask Rev. Andy why this is so needed and appreciated in that area of the
country.
++++

The church office will closed on Thursday, November 11 in observance of
Veteran’s Day.
++++

The First Church Fall Yard Clean Up is scheduled for Saturday, November
13 from 8:30 AM to Noon. Bring your rakes and yard tools to help the Property
Management team rake the fall leaves. Come join in on the fun and enjoy our
great selection of donuts and a fresh cup of coffee. Bring your masks and we
will be practicing social distancing. Any questions, please contact Doug
Brenner (contact information is in the directory or through the church office).
See you on November 13th!
++++

The next Empty Nest Fellowship is on Tuesday evening, November 15 at
7:00 PM. We meet for fun and fellowship and to discuss important themes
associated with the transition we are making to life with an “Empty Nest". This
Fellowship is open to all parent/s or caregivers who have or are about to have,
an “Empty Nest”, or if your child/children have left the nest and/or are now back
in your homes as adults.
Feel free to invite friends who could use the support.
++++

Thanksgiving Baskets – Thank you to all who donated to the program. All of
the requests have been fulfilled!
++++

White Dove/Silver Dove Christmas Program - Donations are still needed for
this program. Carol Butler asks that donations be made by December 10.
Please contact Carol for more information and to see how you can help. See
the church directory or call the church office for her contact information.

Friends of First Music Annual Campaign – Our
fundraising campaign for the 2021-2022 First Music
Concert Series season is underway. Since the inception
of the “Friends” our goal is to have all artist, program and
running costs for the Series underwritten by these sponsors, so that ALL
concert programs may be Free and Open to the Public. Please consider
making a donation to the FRIENDS OF FIRST MUSIC. Simply send a check
to the church office in your desired amount made out to FIRST MUSIC
CONCERT SERIES with “Friends” in the Memo line! Thank you in advance for
your generosity in Bringing the Joy of Music to the Gate City.
Giving Levels: Friends ($1-$99) Patrons ($100-$249) Subscribers
($250-$499) Sponsors ($500-$999) Benefactors ($1,000 +)
Name to be included in the season program booklet.
Contact any of the Music Committee members with questions:
Eric Ruthenberg (Chair), Cyndy Carlson, Ellie Freeman, Heather Hochuli, Linda
Marquis, David Hotham, Eric Myers, Joseph Olefirowicz (ex officio), Jennifer
Summers.
++++

Adult Winter Retreat - Marie Joseph Spiritual Center
Biddeford Pool, Maine - January 21 – January 23, 2022
There are still some spaces available! Rev. Andy Armstrong will lead the
retreat with a theme around simplicity and sabbatical. This retreat is the perfect
time for reflection, relaxation, prayer, worship, and fellowship. The cost for the
weekend is $240.00 per person, and includes lodging for 2 nights and 5 meals.
A non-refundable deposit of $120.00 per person is due ASAP with the balance
due by January 7, 2022. Scholarships are available. To register, sign up at the
Welcome Center, contact Sue Englander, or stop by the church office.
++++

CROP Walk - Thanks to our many members who supported the Nashua CROP
Walk last Sunday. Over 30 walkers represented First Church raising $5,000.
Overall the walk raised more than $53,000 to assist families facing hunger.
++++

Gratefulness Tree - In-Reach is offering their annual Gratefulness Tree for the
month of November. You will find a basket of leaves and the tree near the
welcome center. Write something for which you are grateful on a leaf and drop
it back in the basket, and they will be hung on the tree for folks to see each
week.

The Nashua Community Music School extends a warm invitation to the
members of First Church to "Meet the Music School" on Sunday, November 21
following the 10:00 worship service. Live music by our faculty jazz trio and light
refreshments will set the stage for small group tours and a casual meet and
greet with the staff. See how the former Title I preschool has transformed into
a bright, inspiring space where people can come together to make beautiful
music. All ages are welcome!
++++

Bible, Friends and Coffee meets on Mondays, at 9:30 AM in Fellowship Hall,
through November 15. This year we are going to wrap our hearts and minds
around what we are to believe today as Christians in 2021.
The Men’s Wednesday Morning Study is on break until January.
++++

Yarn Available – There is some yarn, suitable for mittens and other items, in a
marked basket near the prayer shawl display. Please help yourselves.
++++

Make a joyful noise! We have openings for new choir members in all choirs.
Please consider making a joyful noise and contact the Music Office for more
information about membership in one of our many choirs.
++++

Pulpit Flowers – If you would like to provide fresh flowers for the pulpit on
Sunday morning, sign up on the chart located on the window sill near the
welcome center or contact Sue in the church office to see what dates are
available.
++++

Aspects of Christianity - In an effort to further feed the Spirit that is within
each of us, First Church is making available small brochures that one may take
home and keep. Each mini-brochure is based on one particular area of Christian
concern, and consists of scripture and other helpful quotes on that topic. There
are 34 different topics that are presented in this way. You will find these
brochures displayed a few at a time on the windowsill opposite the Welcome
Center. Please feel free to take one of the brochures, and an information sheet
about the project. Each brochure has a black and white drawing that you may
color if you like.
++++

Music in Worship Next Week
Sunday, November 14, 2021
8:30 Joseph R. Olefirowicz, baritone
10:00 Chancel Choir
Joseph R. Olefirowicz, baritone

The First Church Thrift Shop is open on Thursdays, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM.
They are accepting donations of FALL & WINTER CLOTHING. Items needed:
Boys’ and girls’ clothing up to size 14, baby clothes, women’s clothing (all
sizes), costume jewelry, pocket books and accessories, small knickknacks.
Leave donations - clean and in good repair - in the marked bin in the courtyard
lobby. Contact Gale Cummings, Beth Bartlett or the church office with any
questions.
++++

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Please see the display of handmade prayer shawls
near the Welcome Center. Crafted by the loving hands and hearts of
parishioners, this ministry strives to bring comfort and healing to those in need
and to those celebrating. Upon completion of each shawl, a final blessing is
said before being sent to the individual. Prayer shawls bless recipients by
knowing they are wrapped in loving prayers of healing and celebration from
their fellow parishioners. This vital ministry is looking for more knitters. For
more information, speak with Karen Bianchi, Kay Potfora, or Rev. Jami.
++++

Sign up to receive First Church e-News to stay in touch with what’s
happening at First Church. Contact Dianne at dsmigliani@tfcucc.org and she
will add you to the list.
++++

Submit Prayer Concerns Online - Find the ‘prayer request’ button on the
worship page for any prayer concerns you would like to share with Rev. Jami.
You may also submit a confidential prayer by calling the church office.

THE FIRST CHURCH
STAFF
Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org
Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew Gilman, agilman@tfcucc.org
Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org
Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org
Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org
Sexton, Steve Buck, sbuck@tfcucc.org
Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans

WELCOME
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who
are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill
out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or
hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in
Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church please
seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and committees.

INFORMATION
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day
Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the
tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United
Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and
seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the
church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in
November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month
and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every
member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.

PASTORAL CARE
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow,
and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized.
COMMUNICATIONS
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that
we may keep our records current.
All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for
the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.
All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary.

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 603-882-4861
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-noon & 1:00-4:00pm
Visit our web site at tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook
Give online. Scan the QR code to view
one of the giving options available.

