THE FIRST CHURCH
________________________________________________________________________________________

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Congregational – United Church of Christ
†

Gathered December 16, 1685

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Morning Worship
First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2021

8:30 & 10:00 AM

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand

APPROACH TO GOD
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship.

TOWER CHIME (10:00)

Dale Neth

MEDITATION

Lord, what difference whether I am on the roof-top or in
the foundations of your building, as long as I stand
faithfully at the right place? -The Brick Michel Quoist

PRELUDE

Magnificat quarti toni
in seven brief movements

A. de Cabezón
(1500 – 1566)

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: The days are surely coming when God’s promises shall be fulfilled;
People: When our love for one another and for all God’s children will increase.
Leader: The days are surely coming when God’s promises shall come true;
People: When God will strengthen our hearts in humility and holiness.
Leader: The days are surely coming when God’s promises are realized in us;
People: When we will walk the paths of faithfulness and steadfast love.

*HYMN #104

Comfort, Comfort Ye My People

PSALM 4

*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)
Holy God, to you alone we lift our souls; in you alone we place our trust; for you
alone we wait all day long. For you are the God of our salvation, abounding in
mercy and steadfast love. Help us remain alert and watchful for the coming of
your promised Savior—the one who comes with power and glory, the one
drawing near to bring our salvation. Amen.
*PRAISE #131/1
(10:00)

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

ES IST EIN ROS’
ENTSPRUNGEN

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming as men of old have sung.
It came a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter,
When half spent was the night.

GREETINGS
BAPTISM

Evelyn Grace LaRocque, born March 27, 2021

(10:00)

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE OF HOPE
Leader: Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! Light candles of hope, peace,
joy, and love, remembering the promises of God with prayer.
People: We light this candle in hope.
Leader: Hear God’s promise of hope from Isaiah 2:2-4:
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established
as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the
God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk
in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD
from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall
arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
Together: Let us pray:
Faithful God, out of the chaos of war, you bring the order of peace.
Renew us in hope that we may work toward Christ’s advent of peace
among all nations.

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause
a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live
in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our
righteousness.”
Luke 21:25-33
“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint
from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with
power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is
near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.”
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

SOLO

Quia respexit humilitatem

J. S. Bach

from Magnificat, BWV 243
JULIANNE GEARHART, soprano
Quia respexit humilitatem
ancillae suae,
ecce, enim ex hoc beatam
me dicent omnes generationes.

SERMON

(1685 – 1750)

He has regarded the humble estate
of His handmaiden-behold, from henceforth
all generations shall call me blessed.

“In the Concert, Bear Your Part”

Rev. Dr. Andrew Gilman

*HYMN #112

Ah! Think Not the Lord Delayeth

(10:00)

ALLES IST AN
GOTTES SEGEN

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD
CENTERING PRAYER
O God beyond time, we are an impatient people. As the days grow shorter and
the darkness longer, teach us to wait with faithful expectation. In preparation
for our collective prayer, open our eyes and hearts to the Advent blessings in
our lives. May every day be a day of gratitude for your compassion and grace.
Through the guidance of your Spirit, lead each one of us in the pathways that
make for peace. In the name of Emmanuel, God with Us, we pray. Amen.

PRAYER CONCERNS
SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY

Mary’s Song (Magnificat)
PREMIERE

Floice R. Lund
(*1938)
Composer-In-Residence

*ADVENT DOXOLOGY #515

OLD HUNDRETH LM

All praise, eternal Christ to Thee,
Whose Advent sets Thy people free;
once more upon Thy people shine,
and fill the world with love divine. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
As we offer our gifts to you, Holy God, may we remember those who are
forgotten by us too many times – the hungry, the lonely, the homeless, the
vulnerable – yet are important citizens in your kingdom of grace, justice, and
hope. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

*HYMN #109

Watchman, Tell Us of the Night

ABERSTWYTH

*BENEDICTION
The congregation is kindly asked to be seated for the POSTLUDE.

POSTLUDE

Nun komm der Heiden Heiland
So come, Savior of the Heathen

G. Near
(*1942)

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS
AV TEAM CAMERA CREW: Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein,
Craig Neth, Don Smith-Weiss and Dennis Webster
DEACON OF THE DAY: Bill McIntyre
HYMNS: Pilgrim Hymnal, CCLI#3034682
*************************************************************************
HEARING AIDS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.
************************************************************************
PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS.

*************************************************************************
Have you remembered First Church in your will?

*************************************************************************
MASK USE IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED WHILE
INSIDE THE CHURCH BUILDINGS.

Join us for coffee hour in Fellowship Hall following the 10:00 worship service.

Worship Schedule
Sunday, December 5 - Second Sunday of Advent
8:30 AM: In-Person Worship
10:00 AM: In-Person Worship, Livestream,
Sunday School & Nursery Care
Radio broadcast at 10:00 AM on WSMN AM 1590 & FM 95.3
Sunday, December 12 - Third Sunday of Advent
8:30 AM: In-Person Worship
10:00 AM: In-Person Worship & Christmas Pageant, Livestream,
Sunday School & Nursery Care
Radio broadcast at 10:00 AM on WSMN AM 1590 & FM 95.3
Sunday, December 19 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
Christmas Sunday - Christmas at First
9:00 AM: In-Person Worship
11:00 AM: In-Person Worship, Livestream,
Radio broadcast at 11:00 AM on WSMN AM 1590 & FM 95.3
Childcare Care (infant-age 5) provided at both services
Sunday, December 26 – First Sunday after Christmas
10:00 AM, only: In-Person Worship, Livestream,
Radio broadcast on WSMN AM 1590 & FM 95.3

Christian Formation Corner
Today is the First Sunday of Advent and the liturgical color is purple.
Christian Formation thrives on the volunteer support of our Board, teachers,
assistants and nursery care workers. We provide Christian education and nurture
with your help.
There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. The nations of the earth will be in
terrible pain. They will be puzzled by the roaring and tossing of the sea. Terror will
make people faint. They will be worried about what is happening in the world. The
sun, moon and stars will be shaken from their places. At that time people will see
the Son of Man coming in a cloud. He will come with power and great glory. When
these things begin to take place, stand up. Hold you head up with joy and hope…
Luke 21:25-36. NIrV Early Readers.
NURSERY CARE - The church nursery opens at 9:45 AM to care for children (infants
through age 2) during the 10:00 AM worship service. Nursery coordinators are on
hand to greet parents and explain the procedure for checking in and picking up your
child.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
 Students, Teachers and Assistants meet in the sanctuary for the Children’s
Message
 Worship continues in Shaw Chapel to worship and prepare for our Christmas
Pageant on December 12.
 Preschool, K and grades 1 & 2 are learning about Mary and Joseph’s visits from
the angel and Advent.
 Grades 3 & 4, 5 & 6 are learning about the Christmas Story.
 MAD Make a Difference teens are preparing their Pageant Skit.
SUNDAY SCHOOL DISMISSAL
Sunday school is dismissed at 11:15 AM. Parents, please enjoy a cup of coffee and
some fellowship in Fellowship Hall and allow the teachers to finish their lessons.
Thank you!
SUNDAY SCHOOL DATES
 Confirmands and Mentors are meeting weekly to complete The Interview. A
written Reflection of The Interview and presentation of Mentors and
Confirmands due January 9.
 Confirmation Class on Dec. 5 is a Mentors Lunch with Mentors providing the
lunch. Pat Harris is teaching on the Birth of Jesus.
 First Church Christmas Pageant is December 12 during our 10:00 Service.

Church Happenings and Outreach
Christmas Pageant – Sunday, December 12, 10:00 AM – All of our children
participate in the telling of The Shepherd’s Story written by Pat Harris and revised by
Steve Blunt and LeeAnne Steenhoek in 2021. All God’s children have a place in this
choir and The Greatest Story ever told. All voices will raise together in song.
Director: Steve Blunt; Musical Director: Rebecca Crivello; Costume Director: Karen
Hayden
++++

Women’s Association Christmas Dinner and Yankee Swap - All First Church
women are invited to the Women’s Association Christmas Dinner and Yankee Swap,
on Monday, December 13, at 6:30 PM in the dining room. This year we will be treated
to a baked half-breast of chicken dinner, with gravy, mashed potatoes and a green
bean casserole, created and catered by Don Dillaby and fellow members of the
Kitchen Kabinet. And – yes, we will have cake! Please bring a wrapped Christmas
gift valued at not more than $10 for the fun Yankee Swap. A delicious meal, church
fellowship, and a Christmas Yankee Swap – what a wonderful evening this will be!
Sign up at the Welcome Center. Please contact Bea Dillaby or Carol Butler for
additional information.

White Dove/Silver Dove Christmas Program - Donations are still needed for this
program. Carol Butler asks that donations be made by December 10. Please
contact Carol for more information and to see how you can help. See the church
directory or call the church office for her contact information.
++++

Thank you to Property Management and the twenty volunteers who cleaned up
the church grounds on Saturday, November 13. Your efforts are greatly appreciated!
++++

Flowers for Christmas Sunday, December 19 - If you wish to purchase a red or
white poinsettia, please fill out the form in today’s bulletin and return it, with payment,
to the church office by December 12. Order forms will also be available in the
December newsletter, upcoming bulletins, and on our website at tfcucc.org. Feel
free to contact Sue in the church office with any questions.
++++

If you pledge via ACH-Direct Deposit, please submit your 2022 pledge cards to let
us know if your transactions remain the same or if there are any changes or updates.
An online fillable pledge card is available at https://tfcucc.org/give/ (scroll down to
“Submit your 2022 Pledge Card”). Contact Dianne Smigliani with any questions.
++++

Walk the Labyrinth on Tuesday December 21, with Rev. Jami and LeeAnne
Steenhoek in Fellowship Hall from 3:00-5:00 PM. Save the date and join us in faith
and fellowship to restore, renew and await the light of Christ.
Emmanuel- God with us.
++++

Adult Winter Retreat - Marie Joseph Spiritual Center - January 21 – 23, 2022
There are still some spaces available! Rev. Andy Armstrong will lead the retreat
with a theme around simplicity and sabbatical. Contact the church office for more
information.
++++

Mission Trip to La Romana - First Church is sending a mission team of eight people
to the Dominican Republic next spring: Rev. Andy Armstrong, Mike and Anna
Fauteux, Chris and Judy Gentile, Kelechi and Adaeze Okorie and Kathy Meighan.
Beth Raymond will help coordinate our efforts on the “home front”. We are gathering
a variety of supplies to take with us. See the list of items at the table in Fellowship
Hall. Generic brands are okay. Please drop off the items in the marked bin in
Fellowship Hall. Direct any questions to Rev. Andy or Beth Raymond.
For more information about the mission, visit https://centralmalaromana.org/
++++

There be a meeting for those going on the mission trip to La Romana on
Sunday, December 5 following the 10:00 service in Room 15. Contact Rev. Andy
with any questions.

Good news! The first two phases of work on the bell tower is finished and now our
tower chime can ring again. Watch upcoming bulletins and newsletters for more
news about phases 3 and 4 of the tower restoration project.
++++

Year-End Reminder - All contributions for the 2021 tax year must be in the church
office by December 31, 2021 or mailed in letter postmarked December 31, 2021.
Contact Dianne Smigliani with any questions.
++++

Be a volunteer at the Nashua Soup Kitchen & Shelter! The Friday team serves
dinner on the 4th Friday of the month from 4:00-6:00 PM and they could use your
help. Reach out to Cindy Staradub for more information. Her contact information is
in the church directory or you may call the church office.
++++

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Please see the display of handmade prayer shawls near
the Welcome Center. Prayer shawls bless recipients by knowing they are wrapped
in loving prayers of healing and celebration from their fellow parishioners. This vital
ministry is looking for more knitters. For more information, speak with Karen Bianchi,
Kay Potfora, or Rev. Jami.
++++

Aspects of Christianity - In an effort to further feed the Spirit that is within each of
us, First Church is making available small brochures that one may take home and
keep. Each mini-brochure is based on one particular area of Christian concern, and
consists of scripture and other helpful quotes on that topic. There are 34 different
topics that are presented in this way. You will find these brochures displayed a few
at a time on the windowsill opposite the Welcome Center. Please feel free to take
one of the brochures, and an information sheet about the project. Each brochure has
a black and white drawing that you may color if you like.
++++

The First Church Thrift Shop is open on Thursdays, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM.
Donations of FALL & WINTER CLOTHING are welcome: Boys’ and girls’ clothing up
to size 14, baby clothes, women’s clothing (all sizes), costume jewelry, pocket books
and accessories, small knickknacks. Leave donations - clean and in good repair - in
the marked bin in the courtyard lobby. Contact Gale Cummings, Beth Bartlett or the
church office with any questions.
++++

Submit Prayer Concerns Online - Find the ‘prayer request’ button on the worship
page for any prayer concerns you would like to share with Rev. Jami. You may also
submit a confidential prayer by calling the church office.
++++

Music in Worship Next Week
Sunday, December 5, 2021
8:30 & 10:00 Chancel Choir

This Week at First Church
SUN NOV 28

8:30am
10:00am
11:30am

In-Person Worship
In-Person Worship & Livestream, Radio
Broadcast, Sunday School, Nursery Care
Women’s Wisdom & Spirituality, Dining Room

MON NOV 29

4:00pm

Organ Rehearsal, Sanctuary

TUE NOV 30

10:00am
6:30pm

Staff Meeting
First Folk, Music Room

WED DEC 01

12:00pm
6:45pm

NAIC
Chancel Choir, Sanctuary

THU DEC 02

10:00am
6:30pm

Thrift Shop
Decibells

FRI DEC 03

12:15pm
2:00pm
4:00pm

First Fridays at First Recital, Sanctuary
Hunt Service
Women’s Association, Parlor

SAT DEC 04

10:00am
11:00am

Chancel Choir
Sisters in Sobriety, Nauss Hall

THE FIRST CHURCH
STAFF
Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org
Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew Gilman, agilman@tfcucc.org
Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org
Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org
Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org
Sexton, Steve Buck, sbuck@tfcucc.org
Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans

WELCOME
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who
are visiting or worshiping with us for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary
or fill out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering
plate or hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of
fellowship, in Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of
First Church please seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various
boards and committees.

INFORMATION
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day
Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the
tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United
Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and
seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the
church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the
first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely
by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.

PASTORAL CARE
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow,
and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized.
COMMUNICATIONS
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that
we may keep our records current.
All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for
the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.
All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary.

THE FIRST CHURCH
NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 882-4861
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-noon & 1:00-4:00pm
Visit our web site at tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook
Give online. Scan the QR code to view
one of the giving options available.

