
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational – United Church of Christ 
 
† 
 

Gathered December 16, 1685 
 

 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

The  
 

of  



Morning Worship 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

 

January 23, 2022                                   10:00 AM 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

 
TOWER CHIMES                                                                    Jim Stone 
 

 
MEDITATION   “The river never drinks its own water.  The tree never 

tastes its own fruit.  The field never consumes its own 
harvest.  They selflessly strive for the well-being of all 
those around them.    —Mewari proverb, India 

 

 
PRELUDE  Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern      D. Buxtehude 

How beautifully shines the morning star                (1637 – 1707) 
 

     Allegretto con moto 
     Allegro 
     Largo – Tempo I ma tranquillo 
     Allegro – Più Allegro 
     Allegretto con moto 
     Molto meno mosso 
     Tempo I – Moderato - Adagio   

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                 (Inspired by Luke 4:18-19) 
Leader: The Spirit of the Lord is upon us. 
People: The Spirit of the Lord is in us. 
Leader: The Spirit of the Lord anoints us and sends us to bring good news; to 

bind up to proclaim favor 
People To bind up; to proclaim favor;  
Leader: To comfort; to provide; to loosen. 
People: The day of the Lord is coming. 
All:  The day of the Lord has come. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #14  The God of Abraham Praise                      LEONI 
 

 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)  
Gracious God, you call us to be your body in this world, but too often we get 
caught up in our own interests and lose sight of the bigger mission. This leads 
to so many divisions that divide your church and we go our separate ways, 
forgetting we need each other to fulfill our witness. Hear us, Lord, and forgive 
us. Bring about the unity of the church that makes our words believable and 
leads to peace, joy and justice for all your creation. Amen. 
 

 

A time of silence for personal confession. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE               (Luke 4) 
Leader: The Spirit of God is upon us. God has called us to bring good news 

to the poor and to all who are in need anywhere.  
People: God's joy is our strength.  
Leader: Through God we can do all things. 
All:  God's Spirit surrounds us with forgiveness and love.  

 

GREETINGS 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS           I Corinthians 12:12-31 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were 
all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member 
but of many. If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to 
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear 
would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would 
not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where 
would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense 
of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of 
them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As 
it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, 
“I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of 
you.” On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less honorable we 
clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with 
greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But 
God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior 
member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members 
may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer 
together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 



Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then 
deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, 
various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? 
Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? 
Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more 
excellent way. 
 

     Luke 4:14-21 
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report 
about him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in 
their synagogues and was praised by everyone. When he came to Nazareth, 
where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, 
as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was 
written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favor.” And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, 
and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he 
began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 

SOLO   Simple Song       L. Bernstein 
        from MASS                  (1918 – 1990) 
             JANET POISSON, soprano   
 
 
 

SERMON     “Body Language”               Rev. Jami D. Boyle 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #244  O Holy Spirit Enter In          WIE SCHÖN LEUCHTET 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
*CONGREGATIONAL AFFIRMATION ~      (based on 1 Corinthians 12: 12-31) 
Leader: The body is a unit, made up of many parts. 
People: Are all prophets? 
Leader: Do any speak in tongues? 
All:  We are the body of Christ. 
Leader: We are baptized by one Spirit and given one Spirit to drink. 
People: Are any healers? 
Leader: Do all work miracles? 
All:  We are the body of Christ. 
Leader: If one part suffers, all suffer with it.  When one part is honored, all are  
  honored with it. 
People: Are all apostles? 
Leader: Do any interpret? 
All:  We are the body of Christ. 
Leader: God has bound us together as the church, so that we might share the  
  good news that the Kingdom of God is at hand. 
People: Are any leaders? 
Leader: Do all teach?  
People: For we are the body of Christ,  
All:  Gathered in love to worship the One who brings us life.  
~ written by Torin Eikler, co-pastor Morgantown Church of the Brethren, West Virginia. Posted 
on the Long Green Valley Church of the Brethren website.http://rockhay.tripod.com/worship/ 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 

OFFERTORY  Domine Deus                         A. Vivaldi 
     from GLORIA in D                             (1678 – 1741) 
      

Domine Deus, Rex cælestis  Lord God, King of heaven 
Deus Pater omnipotens   God, Father almighty 

 
 
 
 



*DOXOLOGY                                                     OLD HUNDRETH L.M. 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
You have made us for community gracious God.  We are complete together 
and stronger too.  Just as you are One, make us One with each other.  Receive 
these gifts from each of us for the benefit of all of us to carry out our gospel 
work in the name of Christ.  Amen.  
 

*HYMN #414  In Christ There Is No East or West          ST. PETER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*BENEDICTION  
 

 

The congregation is kindly asked to be seated for the POSTLUDE. 
 

 

POSTLUDE   Nine Hymn Preludes                G. Young 

      ii. Toccata on LEONI                            (1919 – 1998) 
 
 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 



********************************************************************* 

AV TEAM CAMERA CREW:  Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein,  
Craig Neth, Don Smith-Weiss and Dennis Webster 
COVER ART: ClipArtMax 
DEACON OF THE DAY:  Kimberly Lynch 
HYMNS: Pilgrim Hymnal #3034682    

********************************************************************* 

HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 
ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

********************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO 

 HELP KEEP THE STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

********************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

 

 

MASK USE IS REQUIRED INSIDE THE CHURCH BUILDINGS. 
 

Worship Schedule  
10:00 AM: In-Person Worship, Livestream, 

Sunday School & Nursery Care 
Radio broadcast at 10:00 AM on WSMN AM 1590 & FM 95.3 

 
Temporary Worship Service Time Change 

From January 16 through February 27, we will gather as a congregation for 
Sunday worship “in-person” at 10:00 AM with our continued livestream and 
radio ministries available as well.  
The 8:30 service will return, we hope, in the Lenten season onward. 

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week 
Sunday, January 30, 2022 
4th Sunday after Epiphany 
10:00  Staff Singer Quartet 

++++ 

First Church Annual Meeting 
Sunday, February 13, 11:30 AM, Online 

Watch for more information. 

      

 



Christian Formation Corner 
The Nursery is open for our youngest members in Christian Nurture. It opens at 
9:45 AM for children (infants through age 2) during the 10:00 AM worship service.  
Nursery coordinators are on hand to greet parents and explain the procedure for 
checking in and picking up your child. 
 

In the Sunday School this month: 

 Our youngest students in Preschool, K, 1 & 2 learn about the Gifts of the Magi, 
Jesus at the Temple and Jesus Baptism. 

 Older students in grades 3 & 4, 5 & 6 learn the 10 Commandments-there are 
rules! God is #1 and Sunday is Sacred. 

 

Make a Difference (MAD) News - MAD Students meet today to learn, rally and 
respond to help victims of the tornadoes, wildfires and other natural disasters 
through the UCC fund.   

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up.  -Galatians 6:9 

 

Attention Prospective College Students and their Parents:  Craig Plummer is 
offering his College Planning Seminar on January 30 at 11:30 AM in the dining 
room.  This seminar is for highly motivated sophomores and juniors in high school 
and their parents.  Get started on the ins and outs of the college touring, admissions 
and application process gleaning invaluable information to chart your course to your 
future.  The Christian Formation Board is offering lunch at no cost to students and 
parents, pandemic permitting.  Please email LeeAnne Steenhoek at 
lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org or call the church office at 603-882-4861 to reserve your spot 
no later than January 27 (the date has been extended).  Learn from Craig’s 
extensive experience as a high school guidance counselor and professional 
consultant.  Craig generously offers his time and knowledge as a gift of service as a 
member of First Church.  Pre-registration for this free luncheon seminar is a 
must. 
 

Family Forum, Thursday, January 27, 7:00 PM via Zoom – Mark Baddeley of the 
Pastoral Counseling Center will lead a presentation on ways to survive and thrive 
during the pandemic.  See more information under “Church Happenings” on the next 
page. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org


Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 
 

Bylaws changes - Various changes to the First Church Bylaws will be proposed for 
approval at the Annual Meeting on February 13.  The folder 
https://tinyurl.com/Bylaws2020vs2022 has two documents: (1) The proposed 
changes and (2) A side-by-side comparison vs. the current bylaws.  If you would like 
to discuss the changes, please attend either of these two Zoom sessions, because 
small group discussion will help the Annual Meeting go faster.  Advance registration 
is REQUIRED. 

 Monday evening January 24 at 7:00 PM.  Register at 
https://tinyurl.com/BylawSession1 

 Sunday morning January 30 at 11:30 AM. Register at 
https://tinyurl.com/BylawSession2 

 

Hard copies of the bylaws and the proposed changes are available at the Welcome 
Center. 

++++ 

Family Forum - Okay Today: Ways to Survive and Thrive.  Mark Baddeley of the 
Pastoral Counseling Center will lead us in an education forum for children, parents, 
guardians and caregivers on Thursday January 27 at 7:00 PM.  Mark will share his 
wisdom and experience as a licensed Clinical Mental Health Counselor with 
specialties in Anxiety, Emotional Regulation, Trauma, Gender and Sexual Identity 
Issues and Parenting.  In one hour, we will learn what we can do to keep ourselves 
centered in what we value most.  We will learn simple techniques as to how we 
approach our daily practices and improve our mind-body-spirit.  We can learn, grow, 
and adapt to better respond to the rapid and unexpected changes we face daily.  This 
will be offered via Zoom for our First Church families and will be a recorded session.  
There is possibility to expand this opportunity to special groups and focus areas.  
Contact LeeAnne at lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org to share your wants and needs.  For the 
Zoom link, contact Sue, Dianne or LeeAnne in the church office. 

++++ 

Mission Trip to La Romana - First Church is sending a mission team of eight people 
to the Dominican Republic next spring.  They are gathering a variety of supplies to 
take with them.  The team will be packing the supplies on Sunday, February 6. 
Please bring in your donations by February 6.  See the list of items needed at the 
table in Fellowship Hall.  Generic brands are okay.  Drop off items in the marked bin 
in Fellowship Hall.  Direct any questions to Rev. Andy or Beth Raymond.  For more 
information about the mission, visit https://centralmalaromana.org/ 

++++ 

The Annual Mitten Tree Drive is underway. We are collecting mittens to benefit 
the children at three of our neighborhood schools:  Mt. Pleasant Elementary, Broad 
St. Elementary and Adult Learning Center Day Care.  All children sizes are needed. 
They may be handmade or purchased.  Contact Susan Testa or the church office for 
more information.  
 

https://tinyurl.com/Bylaws2020vs2022
https://tinyurl.com/BylawSession1
https://tinyurl.com/BylawSession2
mailto:lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
https://centralmalaromana.org/


The Wednesday Morning Men’s Group will resume on January 26, 2022 (new 
date) on Zoom. Contact the church office for the link.   

++++ 

Bible, Friends, and Coffee will remain on break through the end of January. 
Stay tuned for the start-up date in February. 

++++ 

Winter parking reminder - Use caution when parking along the north side of the 
church building. Heed the posted signs. Falling snow and ice can cause damage to 
your cars! 

++++ 

Church Cancellation Policy - In the event of inclement weather, a power outage, 
or severe weather advisory, First Church may cancel the First Service, Sunday 
School, or All Services. Please visit the church webpage (www.tfcucc.org), or 
Facebook Page (First Church Nashua UCC) for any cancellation notices. You can 
also check media outlets WMUR Channel 9, or WZID 95.7 under the heading First 
Church Nashua. The notifications will read as follows: First Service Cancelled or 
Sunday School Cancelled or All Services Cancelled and will be announced by 6am 
on the Sunday in question. 

++++ 

Prepared to Serve - The NH Conference United Church of Christ is offering their 
2022 mid-winter conference, Prepared to Serve.  It will be via Zoom again this year 
with various hour-long workshops throughout the week of February 8-17.  The cost 
is only $25 and the schedule is very flexible.  Take a look at the brochure and register 
if you are interested.  Rev. Jami will be there.  “I love Prepared to Serve.  It’s always 
a fresh way to learn new things about the United Church of Christ and about serving 
churches in various capacities.”    
Workshop Information: Download the event brochure to learn more. 
Registration: Registration is open!  Visit https://cvent.me/YdeNld to register now. 

++++ 

Vaccine and booster clinic -  On Tuesday, January 25 from 12:00-7:00 PM the 
State of New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services will hold a 
vaccine and booster clinic at Temple Beth Abraham, 4 Raymond St. in Nashua. All 
vaccines and boosters will be available for all eligible ages.  
 

The clinic will be by walk-in only.  Check the Temple Facebook page during the day 
for updates on lines and waits at https://www.facebook.com/TempleBethAbraham.  
Please share this with anyone who needs a vaccine or booster. 

++++ 

Aspects of Christianity - In an effort to further feed the Spirit that is within each of 
us, First Church is making available small brochures that are based on one particular 
area of Christian concern, and consist of scripture and other helpful quotes on that 
topic. The brochures are displayed on the windowsill opposite the Welcome Center. 
Please feel free to take one of the brochures, and an information sheet about the 
project. Each brochure has a black and white drawing that you may color if you like. 

https://www.nhcucc.org/uploads/documents/caring-for-congregations/PTS/PTS%202022%20Brochure.pdf
https://cvent.me/YdeNld
https://www.facebook.com/TempleBethAbraham


The First Church Thrift Shop is open on Thursdays, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM. They are 
still accepting donations of FALL & WINTER CLOTHING.  Items needed:  Boys’ and 
girls’ clothing up to size 14, baby clothes, women’s clothing (all sizes), costume 
jewelry, pocket books and accessories, small knickknacks.  Leave donations - clean 
and in good repair - in the marked bin in the courtyard lobby. Contact Gale 
Cummings, Beth Bartlett or the church office with any questions.   

++++ 

Submit Prayer Concerns Online - Find the ‘prayer request’ button on the worship 
page for any prayer concerns you would like to share with Rev. Jami. You may also 
submit a confidential prayer by calling the church office. 

++++ 

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Crafted by the loving hands and hearts of parishioners, 
this ministry strives to bring comfort and healing to those in need and to those 
celebrating.  Upon completion of each shawl, a final blessing is said before being 
sent to the individual.  Prayer shawls bless recipients by knowing they are wrapped 
in loving prayers of healing and celebration from their fellow parishioners.  This vital 
ministry is looking for more knitters and crocheters.  For more information, speak with 
Karen Bianchi, Kay Potfora, or Rev. Jami.  

++++ 

United Way’s 2022 Nor’easter Winter Walk/ Run - From February 5th to the 13th, 
participants will complete a 5K, 10K, or Half Marathon walk/run course with stops 
along the way. The money raised will go to the Safety Net Programs, which is 
supporting a wide range of needs and people. Visit: https://unitedwaynashua.org/ for 
more information or register at: www.tinyurl.com/nn2022 

++++ 

This Week at First Church 

SUN JAN 23  10:00am  Worship, Livestream, Radio Broadcast 
 
 

MON JAN 24    7:00pm  Bylaws Informational Session, Zoom 
 
 

TUE JAN 25    4:00pm  First Church at NSKS 
      7:00pm  Decibells, Sanctuary  
 
 

WED JAN 26    8:00am  Wednesday Morning Men’s Group, Zoom 
  6:45pm  Staff Singer Quartet rehearsal, Sanctuary 

 
 

THU JAN 27  12:00pm  Organ Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
  7:00pm  Family Forum, Zoom 

 
 

FRI JAN 28    4:00pm  First Church at NSKS    
 
 

SAT JAN 29  10:00am  Organ Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
    11:00am  Sisters in Sobriety, Dining Room 

 

 

https://unitedwaynashua.org/
http://www.tinyurl.com/nn2022


 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Steve Buck, sbuck@tfcucc.org 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping with us for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary 

or fill out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering 

plate or hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of 

fellowship, in Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of 

First Church please seek out the individuals wearing colored nametags; they are members of the various 

boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 603-882-4861 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00am-noon and 1:00-4:00pm 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Give online. Scan the QR code to view 

 one of the giving options  available. 
 

mailto:jboyle@tfcucc.org

