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First Church Messenger 
First Church was gathered in 1685 February 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Tower to Tower: From Nashua, Iowa to Nashua, NH 
 

Did you know there are eight communities named Nashua in the United 
States? I’m confident that most if not all received their names from descend-
ants from our community as they moved South and West with the expansion 
of our nation. Did you also know that First Church descendants and former 
Nashua residents established Iowa’s most historic church? That’s right; it’s 
called Little Brown Church in the Vale after the popular hymn in its own 
name. Why the history lesson? I am going to ride my bicycle from church to 
church during my Sabbatical this summer.  
 

In addition to good fun and recreation, I plan to use this trip of roughly 2,000 
miles as a “Go Fund Me” to raise awareness of First Church’s profound his-
tory and raise $75,000 for our tower renovations. My hope is that friends of 
First Church and Nashua area residents will appreciate our Landmark Tow-
er, our rich history and current outreach that contributes mightily to our 
community’s wellbeing.   
 

Next month, I’ll have a Go Fund Me page for your viewing with much more 
detail about the cycling route, my cycling partner Chris Gibson, and insight 
about the histories that connect Nashua’s Two Towers.  In the meantime, if 
you want to learn more about the Little Brown Church in the Vale you can 
explore this webpage at www.littlebrownchurch.org.   

 

 Grace and Peace, 

 Rev. Andy 

Introducing Rev. Nancy 
Haynes as Interim  
Associate Minister 

 

Please welcome Rev. Nancy Haynes 
as our Interim Associate Minister! 
Rev. Nancy is a lifelong member of 
Trinitarian Congregational Church 
in Concord, MA. She has served in 
every 
role im-
aginable 
from 
Chris-
tian Ed-
ucation 
Teacher 
to 
Church 
Modera-
tor to 
Chair of Council and Deacons! After 
a varied and successful first career in 
high tech, she felt the call to minis-
try and enrolled at Andover Newton 
Theological Seminary.  
 

Upon graduation, she presently 
serves as Chaplain to Emerson Hos-
pital in Concord, MA and compli-
ments that role as a Sabbatical sup-
ply minister. Most recently, she 
served Plymouth Congregational 
Church in Plymouth, MA. Nancy’s 
extended family lives in NH with 
whom she spends a great deal of her 
vacations and holidays. She knows 
Nashua and our surrounding regions 
well. 
 

Rev. Nancy will pick up where Rev. 
Andy Gilman left off and provide 
general ministry duties. While she 
will serve on a part time basis her 
hours will expand while Rev. Andy 
Armstrong is on Sabbatical this 
summer. Rev. Nancy’s first day will 
be February 1st . You can reach her 
at the church office and through her 
e-mail Nhaynes@tfcucc.org.  
 

https://tfcucc.org/
http://www.littlebrownchurch.org
mailto:Nhaynes@tfcucc.org
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Sunday Worship:  8:30 & 10:00 AM 

10:00 AM: Livestreamed 
 

 Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, Sr. Minister 
  Rev. Jami D. Boyle, Associate Minister 

Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, Minister of Music 
LeeAnne Steenhoek, Director of Christian Formation 
Dianne Smigliani, Business & Marketing Manager 

Sue Englander, Secretary/Receptionist 
Steve Buck, Sexton 

—————— 
Pastors Emeriti: 

 Rev. James S. Chaloner 
 Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 

 

Office Hours:  
Monday-Friday: 9am-noon & 1-4pm 

 

Telephone: 603-882-4861 
Website: www.tfcucc.org 

2 

 

All Boards meet vir tually on Mon-
day, February 7.   
 

Baptism - Any adult desir ing to be 
baptized or to have their child bap-
tized is asked to call the church office 
to schedule an appointment with one 
of the pastors. 
 

Hospitalizations - If you or  a fami-
ly member is hospitalized, please 
contact the church office. 
 

Help Keep our  Records Current. 
If you have a change of name, ad-
dress, phone number or email address 
please let the church office know.  
 

Membership - For information about 
becoming a member of our faith 
community,  please call the church 
office. 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is 
looking for new members.  Contact 
Karen Bianchi for more information 
about getting involved with the 
group. 
 

Visit our website at 
www.tfcucc.org to view all the activ-
ities and events going on at First 
Church.  If you would like to receive 
notification that the newsletter has 
been posted, sign up at the bottom of 
the “newsletter” page.  If you wish to 
go paperless, please notify Sue 
Englander to have your name re-
moved from the mailing list.   
 

Find us on Facebook at:  
https://www.facebook.com/
FirstChurchNashua 

 
 

THE MARCH NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE: 

  MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14.   
PLEASE SEND ITEMS TO SUE 
ENGLANDER. THANK  YOU. 

 

 

 

Sympathy is extended to those who 
recently lost loved ones: Marie 
Greene on the recent death of her 
son, Jeremy Greene; Leo Nault on 
the death of his mother, Josephine 
Nault, on January 15.  

 

 

 

 

February 2022 
 
02/05   Bev Mann 
02/05   Joyce Potter 
02/08   Ginny Kenney 
02/09   Ruth Upham 
02/10   Malva Bachmann 
02/10   Grace McGinnis 
02/10   Priscilla Saratora 
02/12   Robert Robb 
02/14   Jan Hanks 
02/14   Marion Hauck 
02/18   Lois Keohan 
02/25   Donna Osborne 
02/25   Ginny Sipe 
02/27   Richard D. Anderson 
02/28   Norman Whitaker   

Thrift Shop News 
 

The thrift shop had a good fall and 
winter season. Your clothing dona-
tions are greatly appreciated. 
 

Now it is time to think Spring! The 
shop is now accepting women’s and 
children’s (infant to size 14) spring 
and summer clothing. 
 

Leave items, clean and in good re-
pair, in the bin at the courtyard en-
trance during office hours and the 
shop volunteers will take care of 
them. 
 

If you haven’t been to the thrift 
shop, it is located on the first floor 
of the Walker Building (enter from 
the Orange St. parking lot). It is 
open every Thursday, 10:00 AM– 
2:00 PM 

 

News from Prudential 
 

At its most recent meeting, your 
Prudential board expressed full sup-
port for the recommendation to 
move to a single service until Ash 
Wednesday.  This action will help 
protect our “worker congre-
gants” (ushers, deacons, musicians 
etc.) during this uptick in Covid cas-
es.  It will also help insure that we 
are able to remain open for in person 
services.  The measure is only tem-
porary.  We thank those of you who 
prefer the 8:30 service for your pa-
tience and understanding. 
 

Prudential has also been hard at 
work on the 2022 budget and it will 
be ready for presentation at our an-
nual meeting on February 13.  On 
that note, we will be holding this 
year’s meeting virtually, again.  It 
went very smoothly last year and 
seems the only practical way to con-
duct our business in this difficult 
health climate. 
 

The problems with the dining room 
floor have been assessed and are 
being corrected.  Thankfully, the 
dining room remains useable while 
the work is being done. 
 

We issue one final reminder to 
“answer the call” for pledges and for 
nominating committee.  If we all do 
our part, nothing will be impossible. 
 

Think Spring!!! 

Bible Friends & Coffee 
Continues on Hiatus 

The group will remain on break 
through the end of February. Stay 
tuned for more information. 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=newsletter%20deadline&entry_date=1%2F1%2F0001&image_type=cl
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An update from the DR Mission Team  
 

Time is quickly approaching for our departure to La Romana, DR. So far 
we’ve raised additional funds, attended numerous online orientation semi-
nars, in person team meetings and gathered many supplies. Thank you! 
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you for your generous support of the Holiday 
Fair that is helping to fund our mission and all your donated items. We ex-
pect to pack and take with us over 3,000 lbs. of medicines, medical supplies, 
clothing, balls, hygiene products worth tens of thousands of dollars!  
 

There will be a total of 33 mission team members from First Church in Ster-
ling Ma, The West Boylston UCC and our own First Church Nashua mem-
bers. Our final day of packing is on February 19 and we will joyfully receive 
your blessing at a commissioning service to be held on February 20 at the 
10:00 AM worship service. We expect to keep you updated on our mission 
efforts at https://www.facebook.com/CentralMALaRomana/ and other out-
lets TBD. 
 

Please keep in prayer our partners and us. We anticipate returning with sto-
ries to share about our experiences with God in service in the DR.  
 

In Christ,  
Anna and Mike Fauteux, Judy and Chris Gentile, Adaeze and Kelechi 
Okorie, Kathy Meighan, and Rev. Andy    

Donated supplies waiting to be packed 

 
 
 
 

This month we introduce you to 
Deacon Andy Dillman who an-
swers the question: “What does be-

ing a Deacon 
mean to 
you?”  If you 
haven’t yet 
met Andy, 
make sure to 
introduce 
yourself to 
him. Andy 
has been with 

First Church over twenty years and 
has served on Ushers and Outreach.  
Thank you Andy!  Meeting our Dea-
cons is one great way to keep our 
church community connected.  
 

Why do I like being a Deacon? 
 

We are all busy and there are many de-
mands from others and ourselves to go, 
go, go. Most of the activities and de-
mands on my time are fun and I am able 
to accomplish many goals. However, 
being a Deacon and serving our church, 
the Nashua community and the world is 
more fulfilling than landing the “big 
deal”.  
 

Our church has a profound impact on 
the spiritual, mental and physical health 
of so many people. Whenever, I have an 
opportunity to interact with any member 
or individual who comes to First 
Church, it is always uplifting and ful-
filling.  

Outreach Focus for February: End 68 Hours of Hunger 
 

First Church is continuing our support of the End 68 Hours of Hunger program.  This pro-
gram is aimed at providing nourishing food for children who don’t have enough food at 
home to carry them through the weekend.  During the school week they have at least two 
full meals daily, but on the weekends they leave for a period of 68 hours with little to eat.  
 

End 68 Hours of Hunger puts nourishing food in the hands of these children to feed them through the weekend.  Careful-
ly planned packs of wholesome food are provided each Friday to 347 elementary school students.  We have two ways 
you can support their efforts: 
 

 We have moved our End 68 Hours of Hunger collection bin near the Welcome Center.  They appreciate donations of 
any of the following items:  Peanut Butter, Saltines, Graham Crackers, Canned Beef Stew, Canned Pasta, Canned 
Soup, Hormel Complete Meals, Mac & Cheese, Fruit Cups, Juice Boxes, Granola Bars, Canned Tuna or Chicken,  
Individual Oatmeal packets, Pudding Cups and Instant Rice or Noodles.      OR 

  Since many of us won’t be entering the church this month we urge you to consider sending a check or mone-
tary donation to this worthy charity.  Here is the link to the End 68 hours of Hunger website: 

 

https://www.end68hoursofhunger.org/find-your-community/new-hampshire/nashua/  

https://www.facebook.com/CentralMALaRomana/
https://www.end68hoursofhunger.org/find-your-community/new-hampshire/nashua/
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Keeping Our Noses above the Waterline 
 

I’m seeing a pattern.  1) The keynote speaker for the NH Conference for the 
United Church of Christ (NHCUCC) Annual Meeting last October was Rev. 
Dr. Sarah Griffith Lund.  Dr. Lund sits on the national UCC committee, Min-
ister of Disabilities and Mental Health Justice and is author of the book, 
Blessed Union: Breaking the Silence About Mental Illness and Marriage.  2) 
Our local community paper—The New Boston Beacon—ran an article in the 
January issue entitled, “Our kids are suffering, and it is not okay.”  The article 
talks about a recent forum on adolescent mental health presented by former 
NH Supreme Court Chief Justice John Broderick.  Because of mental illness in 
his own family and a similar growing need of others in our state, Judge Bro-
derick is a vocal mental health advocate. “I’ve been on a mission for the last 
five years, said Broderick, to go wherever I am asked to have non-judgmental 
conversations about mental health.” 3) The Boston radio station, WBUR, will 
host a January discussion about mental health and community colleges and 
U.S. Surgeon General, Vivek Murthy, will be attending.  This will be the 27th 
stop on a nationwide tour designed to demystify and destigmatize mental 
health through storytelling.  4) The NHCUCC will offer a February workshop 
on Mental Health & The Local Church because of the increase in public need 
and discussion about mental health, particularly since the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. And 5) Just last week, after I had registered for a train-
ing for faith leaders and funeral directors on how to prepare to act with a plan 
that promotes healing and reduces risk after suicide, I wrote to Norma McKin-
ley-Smith asking to meet with her to discuss her experiences as an advocate 
for NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) because I know so many peo-
ple who are struggling, including me.  My normal bubbly personality has been 
replaced by a heavier countenance as growing thoughts about people’s suffer-
ing (here and around the world) occupy my heart and mind.  COVID has made 
everything harder. 
 

The good news is that you and I have a compassionate God who cares about 
our sufferings.  We know this by the very fact that more and more people are 
talking about mental health and what we can do to keep our noses above the 
waterline.  We are the Body of Christ.  God’s hands are our hands.  God uses 
us to help one another.  
 

If you are struggling with your mental health, I want to know about it.  A bur-
den shared is a burden halved.  I may not be able to eliminate the stressors in 
your life but I can listen.  And I can refer.  
Rev. Jami   

 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.  
Mt. 11:28-30. 
 

PS In the same vein, check out this Washington Post article that talks about 
the collective trauma we are all experiencing as a result of the pandemic and 
how it is affecting people’s mental health.  
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/12/24/collective-trauma-public-
outbursts/ 

Thanksgiving and 
Christmas Programs 
Helped Many in Need 

This was an overwhelming year for 
the Thanksgiving Basket and White 
Dove/Silver Dove programs.  Nor-
mally we take on about 20 families 
for Thanksgiving and around 30 for 
Christmas; but this year, we had a 
total of 30 families for Thanksgiving 
and 43 families and individuals for 
White Dove/Silver Dove. There 
were anywhere from 2 to 8 individu-
als per family so you can see how 
many people you helped!!   

I did not want to turn anyone away 
at either of the agencies with whom 
we work so took all these people on 
knowing in faith that our First 
Church family would rise to each 
occasion.  I so realize it is not as 
much fun to just buy gift cards and 
so many of you said you could not 
wait to get back to where we could 
actually do hands-on for baskets and 
gifts but I wanted to keep it safe for 
everyone for hopefully just one 
more year. 

On behalf of all the families and sin-
gle adults we helped, my heartfelt 
thanks.  Even in these times when 
we are not always connected in 
church physically, we are still con-
nected in Christ and his teachings to 
help one another and you all proved 
that!    God bless you all and I am 
wishing you a peace-filled, healthy 
2022. 

Carol Butler 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/12/24/collective-trauma-public-outbursts/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/12/24/collective-trauma-public-outbursts/
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Prepared to Serve  
 

The NH Conference United Church 
of Christ is offering their 2022 mid-
winter conference, Prepared to Serve.  
It will be via Zoom again this year 
with various hour-long workshops 
throughout the week of February 8-
17.  The cost is only $25 (to cover the 
operational costs of the virtual event) 
and the schedule is very flexible.  If 
you have any questions, speak with 
Rev. Jami for her perspective on the 

sessions. 
 

Workshop Information: Download the event brochure to 
learn more. 
Visit https://cvent.me/YdeNld to register now. 

A Note from Future Horizons 
 

We are starting a new giving year and a new tax year, so 
the Future Horizons group would like to make you 
aware of some possibilities for giving to the church. 
 

If you are required to take a distribution from an IRA or 
other tax-deferred retirement account, there are some 
significant advantages that you may get by “gifting” part 
or all of the distribution directly to the church. 
 

You will reduce your taxable income so for many peo-
ple, this results in a larger tax benefit from the gift.  If 
you would like more information on this or other possi-
bilities, please contact one of the members of the Future 
Horizons group. 
 

Peter Chaloner, Joe Glajch, Chris Guild, Lori Lambert 

 

MINISTER OF MUSIC appears in Europe 
 

For the first time returning in 22 months to the European 
continent, your Minister of Music, was invited to conduct 
the New Year’s Eve concert with the Warsaw National  
Philharmonic and Choir in Poland. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The December 31 program was broadcast live stream world-
wide, and it was wonderful that many of our First Church 
family was able to see this concert live! 
 

The YouTube presence is still being edited and once the new 
link is posted by the orchestra, we will share it again with 
the congregation. 
 

It was an all-American program of powerhouse works by 
Bernstein, Copland and Gershwin, as well as many Broad-
way classics from the “Golden Age” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Renowned baritone (and Tony Award winner) Paulo Szot 
was the main soloist on the program. 
 

As a result of the Omicron surge and uncertainty surround-
ing a five-week total trip (as opposed to a one-week appear-
ance), a following premiere residency with an opera house 
in Moscow, slated for February and March of this year, has 
been canceled.  
 

Your Minister of Music looks forward to another brief sym-
phonic appearance, at the helm of the Munich Radio Orches-
tra in Germany, later  this spr ing. – This concert too, is 
supposed to be live streamed! 
 

The oddity of pivoting in the protocols of Covid 19 have 
made live performance not only possible in these times, but 
added live broadcast possibilities that were not present prior 
to the pandemic. 

Foundations of Christian Formation 
 

By LeeAnne Steenhoek, Director of Christian Formation 
 

Christian Formation is a New Hampshire sugar maple, 
sap readying to spring forth full of late winter sweetness 
and renewal.  Notice our deep roots, lean into our solid 
trunk, rest, breath.  Notice our resilient branches out-
stretched, greeting the heavens.  We are resurrecting 
programs we love like Our Whole Live OWL and Sen-
ior Youth Group.  We offer new programming such as 
our Family seminar with Licensed Mental Health Work-
er Mark Baddeley of the Pastoral Counseling Services.  
We follow Christ’s lead in Christian nurture.  Our 
young, old and in-between experience teachers in Sun-
day School, Bible Studies and Youth Group beginning 
March 6. 
 

What did the tree learn from the earth  
to be able to talk with the sky?   -Pablo Neruda 

 
Confirmation 
 

 Classes meet at 11:30 AM on:  
 February 6: Vir tual Meeting 
 February 13:  Virtual Meeting  
 Confirmands attend Annual Meeting. 

https://www.nhcucc.org/uploads/documents/caring-for-congregations/PTS/PTS%202022%20Brochure.pdf
https://cvent.me/YdeNld


 Notes from the Chancel                                                                 
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Vocal Choirs in  
temporary 

“out of session” mode. 
 

Early in January, for the first time 
since the Pandemic began in 2020, 
we had a flurry of secondary expo-
sures in family and work situations 
with choir members, that was un-
precedented. 
 

So many, that by Tuesday noon of 
that first full week of January, a pre-
emptive “strike” was made to tem-
porarily suspend adult and children’s 
vocal choirs for three weeks.  
 

The decision proved to be the 
right one! Both adult choir s 
“would” have had exposures in re-
hearsal with positives later emerging 
in the week, and we knew this deci-
sion was correct for the safety of our 
ensembles. 
 

At the moment, the Decibells hand-
bell choir and the Staff Singer Quar-
tet are the only active por tions of 
the music ministry supporting cor-
porate worship, but the following 
schedule has been released, for 
(another) restart of our ministries. 
 

Rehearsals will start on the dates 
below, with the choirs themselves 
coming back into worship, first in 
March. 
 

CHAPEL CHIMERS 
Sunday, February 6 

9:15am 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR 
Wednesday, February 16 

6:45pm 
 

FIRST FOLK 
Tuesday, February 22 

6:00pm 
 

JOYFUL NOISE 
Sunday, February 6 

11:20am 
 

We thank all of our members for 
their continued diligence to keeping 
each other safe in these times, and 
are blessed to remain vibrant in wor-
ship, sometimes in the most creative 
ways! 

 
NORDYKES and GUILD in worship on February 13 

 
 

In our 10:00 AM single worship service on the day of Annual Meeting, we 
will have a special opportunity to hear our Staff Singer Quartet, and members 
of our music ministry join in a special 
project! 
 
 

Harry and Debbie Nordyke will of-
fer their own special rendition of the 
classic hymn “This is My Father’s 
World” for duo voices and guitar. 

 
 

Later in 
worship 
that 
morning, Debbie will be the featured soloist for a 
rousing offering of “Home on the Rock” with 
Chris Guild on acoustic bass, and the Staff 
Singer Quartet! 
 
 

We look forward to bringing these musical offer-
ings to you, to the glory of God, on February 13 
at 10:00 AM. In-person, live stream or on the ra-
dio! 
 
Don’t miss it! 

 

 
Join us on Friday February 4 at 
12:15 PM as FIRST FRIDAYS at 
FIRST hosts organist Mary Jodice 
in a 30-minute program of works by 
Albright, Bach and Major. 
 
Mary comes to us from Marblehead, 
MA where she is Director of Music 
at Saint Andrew Episcopal Church! 
 
Come for this free offering to the 
community, made possible by the 
generosity of the FRIENDS OF 
FIRST MUSIC. 

 
 
 
 

February 2022 
(All services at 10 AM only this month) 

 

February 6 
5th Sunday after Epiphany 

Staff Singer Quartet 
 

February 13 
6th Sunday after Epiphany 

Debbie Nordyke, mezzo soprano 
Harry Nordyke, tenor & guitar 
Chris Guild, acoustic bass 
Staff Singer Quartet 
 

February 20 
7th Sunday after Epiphany 

Decibells 
Staff Singer Quartet 
 

February 27 
Transfiguration 

Staff Singer Quartet 
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Sunday, February 13, 2022 

11:45 AM—Virtual 
All members must register 

online by February 10!  

Contact the church office or view 
the weekly e-News for the link.  

You must register to receive the 

meeting link.  Each individual 
needs to register in order for your 

vote to count! 

March 2, 2022 

In–Person Service: 
 7:30 PM  

 

Worship Schedule  
 

Temporary Worship Service 
 Time Change: 

 

10:00 AM, only, through February 27  
 

In-Person Worship, Livestream, 
Sunday School & Nursery Care 

Radio broadcast at 10:00 AM on WSMN 
AM 1590 & FM 95.3 

 

The 8:30 service will return!  
Stay tuned for the start-up date. 

https://tfcucc.org/

