Morning Worship
Palm Sunday
April 10, 2022

8:30 & 10:00 AM

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand

APPROACH TO GOD
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship.

TOWER CHIMES (10:00)

Dale Neth

MEDITATION

“The line dividing good and evil cuts through the heart of
every human being.”
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

PRELUDE

Trilogy for Holy Week
i.
ii.

Intrada on ST. THEODULPH
Prelude on WERE YOU THERE

D. Lasky
(*1959)

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Children of God, Rejoice! Sing out in celebration, God's people! Your
King is coming to you, humble, riding on a donkey, on a donkey's
foal.
People: Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the one who comes in
the Lord's name. Glory to God! Hosanna!

*HYMN #155

All Glory, Laud, and Honor

ST. THEODULPH

*PRAYER OF CONFESSSION
O Lord, who on this day entered the rebellious city that later rejected You: we
confess that our wills are as rebellious as Jerusalem's, our faith is often more
show than substance, our hearts are in need of cleansing. Have mercy on us,
Son of David, Savior of our lives. Help us to lay at Your feet all that we have
and all that we are, trusting You to forgive what is sinful, to heal what is broken,
to welcome our praises and to receive us as Your own.
A time of silence for personal confession.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
(Inspired by Psalm 31: 14-15)
Leader: The Psalmist says: But I trust in You, O Lord, I say 'You are my God.'
My times are in Your hands; deliver me from my enemies and from
those who pursue me. Let Your face shine on Your servant; save me
in Your unfailing love. In Christ, God hears; God answers; God sets
us free.
People: In Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!
*PRAISE

Refrain from “The Palms”
Join all and sing His name declare
Let ev’ry voice resound… with acclamation,
Hosanna! - Praised be the Lord!
Bless Him, who cometh to bring us salva- - tion.

GREETINGS
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:00)
PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD
SCRIPTURE READING

Isaiah 50:4-9a

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as
those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I
did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to
those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The
Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my
face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is
near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
All of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up.

Philippians 2:5-11
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being
found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of

death— even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him
the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Luke 19:28-40
After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he had come
near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of
the disciples, saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will
find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone
asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” So those who
were sent departed and found it as he had told them. As they were untying the colt,
its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” They said, “The Lord needs
it.” Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set
Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. As he
was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude
of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of
power that they had seen, saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the
Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” Some of the Pharisees in
the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” He answered, “I tell
you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

GRATIA TIBI

Thanks Be to Thee
STAFF SINGER QUARTET

ANTHEM

Les Rameaux
The Palm Branches

SERMON

“Walking the Line”

T. Tallis
(1505 – 1585)

J.-B. Fauré
(1830 – 1914)

Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong

*HYMN #156
(10:00)

Draw Nigh to Thy Jerusalem

WOODLANDS

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD
*PRAYER FOR HOLY WEEK (Unison)
Almighty and Everlasting God, Praise and honor to the One who raised Lazarus
from the dead, as a foreshadow of the coming days. Blessings and honor to the
One who marched triumphantly into Jerusalem, who turned over the tables in
the temple, who taught his disciples to be the least of these. Glory and power
to the One who submitted to the will of the Father, who broke bread with the
one who would betray, who washed the feet of the one who would deny, who
healed the ear of the one who would arrest, and in His faithfulness will win
victory over sin and death. Amen
PRAYER CONCERNS
SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRAYER RESPONSE

For Me, Kind Jesus

HERZLIEBSTER JESU

(10:00)

OFFERTORY

¡Cantad Hosanna!

J. Raney

FIRST FOLK

(*1956)

¡Cantad Hosanna!

Sing Hosanna!

Honor, loor y gloria
al Rey, y Redentor
a quien los niños dieron
hosannas con fervor

Honor, praise and glory
to the King, and Redeemer
to whom the children gave
“Hosannas” with fervor

*LENTEN DOXOLOGY
Lord Christ, throughout these Forty Days
Thy sacrifice our voices praise
Through thy temptation victory won:
Eternal life, Eternal Son. Amen.

OLD HUNDRETH L.M.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
Our Lord, as You entered the Holy City, You said that the stones would cry out if no
one offered You their praise. Not to be outdone by stones, we offer You these gifts
in addition to our hymns, adoration, and prayers. May they inspire others to
acknowledge Your rightful place on the throne set above all creation and in every
human heart. Amen.

*HYMN #175

Ride on, Ride on in Majesty!

ST. DROSTANE

*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTUS

Jerusalem, Jerusalem!

S. Adams
(1841 – 1913)

In reverence to the solemn season, remembering Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross,
a postlude will not be played during the season of Lent.

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS

*********************************************************************
AV TEAM CAMERA CREW: Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein,
Craig Neth, Don Smith-Weiss and Dennis Webster
DEACON OF THE DAY: Andy Dillman
FIRST FOLK INSTRUMENTALISTS: Craig Neth & Deb Walz, trumpets
Raymond Aucoin, shaker; Ernesto Beato, claves
STAFF SINGER QUARTET: Janet Poisson, soprano; Brianne Biastoff, alto;
Zoe Harper, tenor; Jason Iannuzzi, bass
HYMNS: Pilgrim Hymnal, #3034682

*********************************************************************
The flowers in the pulpit are given in memory
of Greg Staradub by his family.

*********************************************************************
HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS
ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.

*********************************************************************
PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO
HELP KEEP THE STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS.

*********************************************************************
Have you remembered First Church in your will?

*********************************************************************

Holy Week Schedule
Maundy Thursday, April 14
4:00-7:00 PM: Walk the Labyrinth, Fellowship Hall
7:30 PM (Prelude: 7:25): Service of Word, Sacrament & Tenebrae
In-Person and livestreamed
Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong
Music: Decibells, Janet Poisson, soprano;
Brianne Biastoff, alto; Timothy Ayres-Kerr, tenor;
Ethan Bremner, tenor; Jason Iannuzzi, bass
Easter Sunday, April 17
9:00 AM: In-person
11:00 AM: In-person, livestreamed & radio broadcast on WSMN
Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong
Music: Chancel Choir & First Brass
Childcare available at both services for infants-age 5
No Sunday School

Christian Formation Corner
Nursery Care is available for our youngest members (infants through age 2) during
the 10:00 AM worship service. The Nursery opens at 9:45 and Nursery Coordinators
are on hand to greet parents and explain the procedure for checking in and picking
up your child.
On Easter Sunday, childcare will be available at both the 9:00 & 11:00 AM
worship services for infants-age 5. There is no Sunday School.
In the Sunday School this month:
 Children ages 3, 4, and K and Grades 1 & 2 learn about Jesus’ Entry into
Jerusalem, The Empty Tomb and Jesus’ Garden Appearance
 Grades 3 & 4 and 5 & 6 learn about Jesus Breaking Bread with Disciples and
Resurrection, Paul’s Nephew Stands Up
 Make a Difference Grades 7 & 8 culminate their Tornado Victim Mission today
having raised over $1,000. Cookies with Compassion sales are today after the
services.
Finals Week Care Packages for our college students - The M.A.D. team will
assemble the packages on April 24. Candy donations are gratefully accepted.
Donation buckets are at the welcome center and the courtyard entrance. Please
leave donations by April 24. Let our young people know we care!
Update your student’s college address! Parents of College Students, please send
your child’s name and current address for the Finals Week Care Packages to
LeeAnne at lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org, by April 18. We are generating a new list of
labels.
Easter Activity Packets for the Sunday School Children will start to arrive in the
children’s mailboxes in early April. Also provided is a link to a video of Stacey
Plummer reading the Bible Story and to a sing-a-long with Steve Blunt. The Christian
Formation Board hopes that parents will encourage and support their children as
they read the story and do the activities.

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current
Today is the last day to order flowers for Easter. Lilies and chrysanthemums will
be available to purchase for $12.50 per plant (note the change in price from the
March newsletter form). Please stop by the table in Fellowship Hall following the
worship services.
++++

Cookies with Compassion – The Make a Difference Class is selling cookies today
after the services in Fellowship Hall in support of the tornado relief. They culminate
their Tornado Victim Mission today having raised over $1,000. Thank you to the
congregation for your support.

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality meets today at noon on Zoom with Rev. Jami.
++++

Maundy Thursday – The labyrinth will be available for meditative, prayerful walk
between 4:00-7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall.
The Service of Tenebrae will be held at 7:30 PM in the sanctuary.
++++

The Church of the Good Shepherd is offering Stations of the Cross from 12:001:00 PM on Good Friday. Meet in front of CGS. At 6:00 PM, they are offering Holy
Eucharist. The Zoom Link for either service: https://zoom.us/j/92625169665
Meeting ID: 926 2516 9665 - Services also available on their YouTube Channel
++++

New Members - Last Sunday, we welcomed Sonja Lee, Erik Nigen, Janet Swanson
and Malcolm Swanson into our membership.
++++

Bible, Friends, and Coffee meets on Mondays at 9:30 AM in the parlor. The
class follows the Devotional Classics.
++++

Coffee with Rev. Nancy – Join Rev. Nancy at Riverwalk Café, on Tuesdays from
2:00 until 3:00 PM for coffee and conversation. Sign-up is not necessary.
++++

The 2022 First Church Scholarship application is available for any First Church
Seniors who will be graduating in June and plan to continue their education beyond
high school. Please contact Scholarships@tfcucc.org with any questions, or to
request an application. Scholarship Applications are due no later than April 15,
2022.
++++

The New Hampshire Conference, UCC Women’s Fellowship is hosting a
gathering at Mt Kearsage Indian Museum in Warner, NH on Saturday, April 23, from
9:30 AM to 3:00 PM. The cost is $12 and includes lunch. Registration is due today.
Contact Trudie at trudieglenn@yahoo.com for more information and to register.
++++

The Christmas Fair Committee will be holding a meeting on Wednesday, April 13
at 4:00 PM for all volunteers, new and old to brainstorm ideas for the November
4-6 First Church Christmas Fair. Please join us - even if you think crafting is not for
you! Contact Sandy Gribbin, Jocelyn Henning or the church office with any
questions.
++++

Come Learn about Alzheimer’s Disease - Have you worried about your loved one’s
memory? Are you concerned about your own memory? If so this series might be
just for you. Come learn about Alzheimer’s Disease (AD), its causes and what you
may be able to do to prevent AD from developing.
Rev. Jami and Jocelyn Henning will offer two identical introductory sessions on
Thursday April 21, from 7-8:30 PM and one on Monday April 25, from 2:30-4:00
PM in the downstairs dining room. Please contact the church office to sign up for a
seat as spaces will be limited.

Grounds Clean-up: Saturday, April 30, 8:30 – 11:30 AM - Looking for volunteers!
Bring your tools and gloves and help clean up the grounds. Coffee and donuts will
be served! Contact Doug Brenner or the church office with any questions.
++++

Women’s Association Lunch Outing - All women of the church are invited to join
the Women’s Association at 110 Grill, 27 Trafalgar Square in Nashua for lunch on
May 14 at 11:30 AM. Meet at the church if you would like to carpool, otherwise meet
at the restaurant at 11:30. Sign up at the welcome center.
Contact Bea Dillaby or Carol Butler with any questions.
++++

Tower to Tower Fundraiser - During his spring sabbatical Rev. Andy will be going
on the road for a 2,000 mile Tower to Tower Historical Ride that will take him from
Nashua, Iowa to Nashua, NH to raise awareness of The First Church Nashua’s
profound history and raise $75,000 for our tower renovations. Nashua’s Goodale’s
Bike Shop will support Rev. Andy’s cycling needs on this week’s long trip. To make
a donation go to: https://www.gofundme.com/f/tower-to-tower-historical-ride/donate
++++

The First Music Concert Series is looking for members and friends in the
congregation to help hang 10 posters for upcoming concerts, in regional and local
venues that allow non-profit posters to hang in their windows or on their bulletin
boards. Please contact Joseph in the music office, or for more information.
++++

Ukraine Assistance – The United Church of Christ is appealing for support of the
folks in the Ukraine. Gifts made to UCC Ukraine Relief Fund will provide shelter,
food, and other care to war refugees and internally displaced people. It also will help
refugees and asylum seekers from African, Middle Eastern and other countries who
had sought refuge in Ukraine and now are twice displaced, as well as other citizens
of more than 125 countries living in Ukraine.
All donations will be deposited into the International Disasters fund designated for
“Ukraine Relief.” Your generous financial support will be used by our partners in the
areas of greatest need.
Donate at https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal or mail
a check made payable to the United Church of Christ PO BOX 71957 Cleveland, OH
44194. Please be sure to note “Ukraine Relief Fund” on your check in the memo
section.
++++

Submit Prayer Concerns Online - Find the ‘prayer request’ button on the worship
page for any prayer concerns you would like to share with Rev. Jami. You may also
submit a confidential prayer by calling the church office.
++++

Soup Kitchen Emergency Shelter Tours are being offered to anyone who would
like to see the new shelter construction in progress. All meet at 35 Spring Street at
4:00 PM. Tours will take place on: Monday, April 11 and Tuesday, April 26. Please
contact Susannah Abbot to make a reservation at susannah@nsks.org.

The First Church Thrift Shop is open on Thursdays, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM. They are
now accepting donations of SPRING & SUMMER CLOTHING: Boys’ and girls’
clothing up to size 14, baby clothes, women’s clothing (all sizes), costume jewelry,
pocket books and accessories, small knickknacks. Leave donations - clean and in
good repair - in the marked bin in the courtyard lobby. Contact the church office with
any questions.
++++

Aspects of Christianity - In an effort to further feed the Spirit that is within each of
us, First Church is making available small brochures that are based on one particular
area of Christian concern, and consist of scripture and other helpful quotes on that
topic. Help yourself to one or more of the brochures, which are displayed on the
windowsill near the Welcome Center.
++++

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Crafted by the loving hands and hearts of parishioners,
this ministry strives to bring comfort and healing to those in need and to those
celebrating. This vital ministry is looking for more knitters and crocheters. For more
information, speak with Rev. Jami.
++++

This Week at First Church
SUN APR 10

8:30am
9:15am
10:00am
11:20am
11:30am
12:00pm
3:00pm

MON APR 11
9:30am
7:00pm

In-Person Worship
Chapel Chimers, Shaw Chapel
In-Person Worship & Livestreamed, Radio Broadcast,
Sunday School, Nursery Care
Joyful Noise, Shaw Chapel
Confirmation Class, Fireside Room
Women’s Wisdom & Spirituality, Zoom
First Music Concert
May Newsletter Deadline
Bible, Friends & Coffee, Fellowship Hall
Orchestra Rehearsal

TUE APR 12

10:00am
1:00am
2:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm

Staff Meeting
Stewardship Meeting, room 15
Visitation Meeting
Decibells
Thank You Project, room 10

WED APR 13

4:00pm
6:45pm

Christmas Fair Organizing Meeting, dining room
Chancel Choir

THU APR 14

10-2pm
4-7pm
7:30pm

Thrift Shop
Labyrinth, Fellowship Hall
Service of Tenebrae, sanctuary

SAT APR 16

11:00am
11:00am

Chancel Choir & Orchestra
Sisters in Sobriety, dining room

THE FIRST CHURCH
STAFF
Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org
Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Nancy Haynes, nhaynes@tfcucc.org
Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org
Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org
Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org
Sexton, Steve Buck, sbuck@tfcucc.org
Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans

WELCOME
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who
are visiting or worshiping with us for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary
or fill out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering
plate or hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of
fellowship, in Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of
First Church please seek out the individuals wearing colored nametags; they are members of the various
boards and committees.

INFORMATION
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day
Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the
tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United
Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and
seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the
church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the
first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely
by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.

PASTORAL CARE
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow,
and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized.
COMMUNICATIONS
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that
we may keep our records current.
All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for
the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.
All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary.

THE FIRST CHURCH
NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 603-882-4861
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-noon and 1:00-4:00pm
Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org
Give online. Scan the QR code to view
one of the giving options available.

