
 

 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational – United Church of Christ 
 
† 
 

Gathered December 16, 1685 

 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Morning Worship 
Second Sunday of Easter 

 

April 24, 2022                                8:30 & 10:00 AM 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 
 
 

 

TOWER CHIMES (10:00)                                               Jim Stone 
 

 
 
 
 

MEDITATION  “Doubt isn’t the opposite of faith, it is an element of faith.” 
               Paul Tillich, Theologian 

 

 
 
 

 
 

PRELUDE  Regina Coeli          C. T. Andrews 
                                   (1918 – 2014) 
 

    Our choirs are on a well-deserved break this weekend. 
All service music this morning is drawn from the 

    “Easter Organ Suite” by Carroll Thomas Andrews 
 
 
 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
Leader:  Sometimes the news we receive is so good we have a hard time 

believing it. 
All:   That's true.  Too often we are skeptical about positive happenings. 
Leader:  We're like Jesus' disciple, Thomas, who doubted the resurrection. 
All:   Actually, we understand how he felt.  It is hard to believe. 
Leader:  That's just where faith comes in - believing where we have not seen. 
All:  May God open our hearts and our spirits to receive with confidence 

the good news of Easter. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #185  Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain                      ST. KEVIN 
 

 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSSION (Unison) 
Holy God, we confess our doubts.  When our childhood understandings fall 
away, we feel naked.  When our long-held beliefs seem to crumble, we feel lost.  
When our convictions are questioned, we feel ashamed.  Guide us into right 
paths, O God. Guide our feet into the way of peace; guide our hands to care for 
others; guide our hearts to love our neighbors.  Call us back to You, O Christ, 
and renew our faith.  When the ground is unsteady, loving God, put us back on 
right paths by doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with You.  
Amen. 

 
 

A time of silence for personal confession. 
 
 
 

 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                     (from Psalm 16) 
Leader: The Lord is our chosen portion and our cup.  God binds us in, 

counsels our minds and instructs our hearts.  God helps us to stand 
firm for justice, mercy and peace. When we fall, God lifts us up, 
forgives us, and remembers our sins no more.  

People: Alleluia!  Amen. 
 

GREETINGS 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:00) 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (10:00) 

  Wyatt Thomas Casey, born December 29, 2019 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READING                  John 20: 19-31 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them 
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 
of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen 
the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and 
put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 



because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you 
may have life in his name. 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

VOLUNTARY  Christ the Lord is Risen Today       C. T. Andrews 

SERMON   “Experiences of the Resurrection”      Rev. Nancy Haynes 
 

*HYMN    These Things Did Thomas Count                          DISTRESS 



RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
*CENTERING PRAYER (Unison) 
God of new life, move through the locked doors of our hearts. Open us to Your 
love moving in the world. Instruct us as You taught the disciples. Make a new 
church of us, a blessed place where we live in unity. Help us to learn from those 
first believers even as we seek to be an example for those who come after us. 
In the name of Christ, our crucified and risen Lord we pray. Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 

ORGAN RESPONSE Victimae Paschali Laudes      C. T. Andrews 
 
 

OFFERTORY  O Flilii et Filiae                 C. T. Andrews 
 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                            OLD HUNDRETH L.M. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
We have made a decision with these gifts, Risen Lord. We believe You: the 
tomb is empty; light has overcome darkness; life is stronger than death; love 
wins. Strengthen our faith, inspire our lives and renew our commitment to live 
for Your greater glory in all things.  Amen.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #191  O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing                 O FILII FILIAE 
 

 



*BENEDICTION 
 
 

The congregation is kindly asked to be seated for the POSTLUDE. 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE  Paschal Ite Missa Est         C. T. Andrews 
 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

********************************************************************* 

AV TEAM CAMERA CREW:  Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein,  
Craig Neth, Don Smith-Weiss and Dennis Webster 
COVER ART: Christ shows himself to Thomas, Artists: LeCompte, Rowan and 
Irene LeCompte, http://www.flickr.com/photos/maryannsolari/5119341372/ 
DEACON OF THE DAY:  Kimberly Lynch 
HYMNS: Pilgrim Hymnal, New Century Hymnal, #3034682    

********************************************************************* 

The flowers in the pulpit are given in loving memory  
of Douglas E. Ayer, by his family. 

********************************************************************* 

HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 
ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

********************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO 

 HELP KEEP THE STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

********************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

********************************************************************* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christian Formation Corner 
Nursery Care is available for our youngest members (infants through age 2) during 
the 10:00 AM worship service.  The Nursery opens at 9:45 and Nursery Coordinators 
are on hand to greet parents and explain the procedure for checking in and picking 
up your child. 
 

In the Sunday School this month: 

 Children ages 3, 4, and K and Grades 1 & 2 learn about Jesus’ Entry into 
Jerusalem, The Empty Tomb and Jesus’ Garden Appearance  

 Grades 3 & 4 and 5 & 6 learn about Jesus Breaking Bread with Disciples and 
Resurrection, Paul’s Nephew Stands Up 

 Make a Difference Grades 7 & 8 raised over $1,000 for their Tornado Victim 
Mission.   

 

Finals Week Care Packages for our college students will be mailed this week.  The 
M.A.D. team will assemble the packages today.  Thank you for your candy donations. 
 
Easter Activity Packets  
Jesus and the Children Activity Packets for the Sunday School Children will start to 
arrive in the children’s mail boxes in early May.   Also provided is a link to a video of 
Stacey Plummer reading the Bible Story and to a singalong with Steve Blunt.  The 
Christian Formation Board hopes that parents will encourage and support their 
children as they read the story and do the activities.   
 
Confirmation 
Class meets on Sunday, May 1 at 11:30 in room 15.  
 

Senior High School Youth group meets on Sunday, May on 1 and 15.  
 
Senior Recognition, May 8 - Breakfast and recognition will take place for our High 
School graduating Seniors and their families on May 8. Breakfast is at 8:30 AM and 
recognition is during the 10:00 AM worship service. Please contact LeeAnne if you 
plan to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 
 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality will meet today at 11:30 AM in the dining room. 
++++ 

Bible, Friends, and Coffee meets on Mondays at 9:30 AM in the parlor.  The 
class follows the Devotional Classics. 

++++ 

Coffee with Rev. Nancy – Join Rev. Nancy at Riverwalk Café, on Tuesdays from 
2:00 until 3:00 PM for coffee and conversation.  Sign-up is not necessary. 

++++ 

Alzheimer’s Disease Info Sessions Continue - Have you worried about your loved 
one’s memory?  Are you concerned about your own memory?  If so this series might 
be just for you.  Come learn about Alzheimer’s Disease (AD), its causes and what 
you may be able to do to prevent AD from developing. 
Rev. Jami and Jocelyn Henning will offer the second of the identical introductory 
sessions on Monday April 25, from 2:30-4:00 PM in the downstairs dining room.  
Please sign up at the welcome center or contact the church office. Space is limited. 

++++ 

Grounds Clean-up: Saturday, April 30, 8:30 – 11:30 AM - Looking for volunteers!  
Bring your tools and gloves and help clean up the grounds.  Coffee and donuts will 
be served!  Contact Doug Brenner or the church office with any questions. 

++++ 

All Boards meet on Monday, May 2. The evening begins with dinner (for all current 
and recently retired board members) in the dining room at 6:00 PM. 

++++ 

Tower to Tower Presentation - Join Rev. Andy on Monday, May 9 at 7:00 PM for 
a presentation on his “historical” bike ride from one Nashua to another. Along with 
fascinating stories, he’ll have his bicycle, gear and maps and introduce us to self-
contained cycling. Snacks and beverages provided. Please sign up at the welcome 
center or online. Feel free to invite your friends.    

++++ 

Women’s Association Lunch Outing - All women of the church are invited to join 
the Women’s Association at 110 Grill, 27 Trafalgar Square in Nashua for lunch on 
May 14 at 11:30 AM.  Meet at the church at 11:00 if you would like to carpool. 
Otherwise, meet at the restaurant at 11:30.  Sign up at the welcome center. 
Contact Bea Dillaby or Carol Butler with any questions. 

++++ 

New Member Orientation: Sunday, May 15, 11:30 AM – For those wishing to learn 
more about The First Church and become members of our faith community, please 
join us for an orientation and informational meeting in room 15 in the Walker Building.  
Contact the church office to register or for more information. 
 
 
  
 



Thank you to the Flower Team for decorating the sanctuary for Easter: Beth 
Bartlett, Karen Menchion, Kay Potfora, Pat Roberts, Barbara Shannon, Mike 
Shannon and Dennis Webster. Thank you to the parishioners who ordered flowers. 
The sanctuary looked beautiful and festive. 

++++ 

Tower to Tower Fundraiser - During his spring sabbatical Rev. Andy will be going 
on the road for a 2,000 mile Tower to Tower Historical Ride that will take him from 
Nashua, Iowa to Nashua, NH to raise awareness of The First Church Nashua’s 
profound history and raise $75,000 for our tower renovations. Nashua’s Goodale’s 
Bike Shop will support Rev. Andy’s cycling needs on this week’s long trip. To make 
a donation go to: https://www.gofundme.com/f/tower-to-tower-historical-ride/donate 
 
The First Music Concert Series is looking for members and friends in the 
congregation to help hang 10 posters for upcoming concerts, in regional and local 
venues that allow non-profit posters to hang in their windows or on their bulletin 
boards.  Please contact Joseph in the music office, or for more information. 

++++ 

Ukraine Assistance – The United Church of Christ is appealing for support of the 
folks in the Ukraine. Gifts made to UCC Ukraine Relief Fund will provide shelter, 
food, and other care to war refugees and internally displaced people. All donations 
will be deposited into the International Disasters fund designated for “Ukraine Relief.” 
Your generous financial support will be used by our partners in the areas of greatest 
need.  
Donate at https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal or mail 
a check made payable to the United Church of Christ PO BOX 71957 Cleveland, OH 
44194. Please be sure to note “Ukraine Relief Fund” on your check in the memo 
section. 

++++ 

Submit Prayer Concerns Online - Find the ‘prayer request’ button on the worship 
page for any prayer concerns you would like to share with Rev. Jami. You may also 
submit a confidential prayer by calling the church office. 

++++ 

Soup Kitchen Emergency Shelter Tours are being offered to anyone who would 
like to see the new shelter construction in progress.  All meet at 35 Spring Street at 
4:00 PM. A tour will take place on: Tuesday, April 26.  Please contact Susannah 
Abbot to make a reservation at susannah@nsks.org. 
 
The First Church Thrift Shop is open on Thursdays, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM. They are 
now accepting donations of SPRING & SUMMER CLOTHING:  Boys’ and girls’ 
clothing up to size 14, baby clothes, women’s clothing (all sizes), costume jewelry, 
pocket books and accessories, small knickknacks.  Leave donations - clean and in 
good repair - in the marked bin in the courtyard lobby.  Contact the church office with 
any questions.   

https://www.trekbikes.com/us/en_US/retail/goodalesnashua/?y_source=1_MTc1OTExMTYtNzE1LWxvY2F0aW9uLndlYnNpdGU%253D
https://www.trekbikes.com/us/en_US/retail/goodalesnashua/?y_source=1_MTc1OTExMTYtNzE1LWxvY2F0aW9uLndlYnNpdGU%253D
https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal


Aspects of Christianity - In an effort to further feed the Spirit that is within each of 
us, First Church is making available small brochures that are based on one particular 
area of Christian concern, and consist of scripture and other helpful quotes on that 
topic. Help yourself to one or more of the brochures, which are displayed on the 
windowsill near the Welcome Center. 

++++ 

Help Keep our Records Current.  If you have a change of name, address, phone 
number or email address please let the church office know.  

++++ 

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Crafted by the loving hands and hearts of parishioners, 
this ministry strives to bring comfort and healing to those in need and to those 
celebrating.  This vital ministry is looking for more knitters and crocheters.  For more 
information, speak with Rev. Jami.  

++++ 

This Week at First Church 
 

SUN APR 24    8:30am In-Person Worship 

    10:00am In-Person Worship & Livestream, Radio Broadcast 

      Sunday School & Nursery Care 

    11:30am Women’s Wisdom & Spirituality, dining room 

 

MON APR 25    9:30am Bible, Friends & Coffee, ladies parlor 

      9:00am Cooking Program, kitchen 

      2:30pm Intro to Alzheimer’s Disease, dining room 

 

TUE APR 26    2:00pm Huntington Service 

      6:00pm First Folk 

 

WED APR 27    6:45pm Chancel Choir 

 

THU APR 28      10am-2pm Thrift Shop 

      7:00pm Property Management, room 10 

 

SAT APR 30    8:30am Spring Grounds clean-up 

11:00am Sisters in Sobriety, dining room  

 

 

 

 



 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Nancy Haynes, nhaynes@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Steve Buck, sbuck@tfcucc.org 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping with us for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary 

or fill out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering 

plate or hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of 

fellowship, in Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of 

First Church please seek out the individuals wearing colored nametags; they are members of the various 

boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 603-882-4861 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00am-noon and 1:00-4:00pm 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Give online. Scan the QR code to view 

 one of the giving options  available. 
 

mailto:jboyle@tfcucc.org

